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PREFACE 


TO THE LAST ENGLISH EDITION. 


The following Collection of Letters is a part of a design, which the 
Editor had formed, to select and publish, in large volumes, such compo- 
sitions, both in verse and prose, as he judged might be useful to young 
persons, by conducing to their improvement in their own language, 
while they were cultivating an acquaintance with the ancients, and pur- 
suing all other accomplishments of a liberal education. 

The first two parts of his plan. Elegant Extracts in Prose and Poetry, 
already published, and repeatedly printed, have bqen received with a de- 
gree of favour, which evinces that the preconceived idea of their utility 
has been amply confirmed by the decisions of experience. 

Animated by their good reception, the Editor determined to proceed in 
his design, and to add, in a similar volume, a copious Collection of Let- 
ters. It occurred to him, that no literary exercise is in such constant 
request as Letter-writing. All are not to be Poets, Orators, or His- 
torians ; but all, at least above the lowest rank, are to be sometimes 
Letter-writers. The daily intercourse of common life cannot be d'.ily 
preserved without this mode of communication. That much pleasure, 
and much advantage, of various kinds, is derived from it, is 
and incontestable. Every emergence furnishes itsi iS 

cessary to friendship, and to love ; to interest,, ailet to ovary 
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life, to write Letters is an 


pursuit, and in every departr^^nf 
indispensable requisite ; andito' wnte them well, % powerful recommenda- 
tion. By epistolary corresponde^e' the most important business, com- 
mercial, political, and private, is transacted. Who is there, who 

at some period of his life, finds it not^f consequence to him to draw up 
an address with propriety, to narrate an event, to describe a character 
faithfully, or to write letters of compliment, condolence, or congratulation t 
Many natives of this country spend their youth in foreign climes. How 
greatly does it contribute to raise their characters at home, when they are 
able to write correct and judicious letters to their relations, their friends, 
their patrons, and their employers ? A clear, a discreet, and an elegant 
letter, establishes their character in their native country, while perhaps 
their persons are at the distance of the antipodes, raises esteem among all 
who read it, and often lays a foundation for future eminence. It goes be- 
fore them, like a pioneer, and smooths the ro^, and levels the hill that 
leads up to honour and to fortune. 


Add to these considerations, that, as an easy exercise to improve the 
style, and prepare for that composition, which several of the professions 
require, nothing is more advantageous than the practice of Letter-writing 
at an early age. 


In every view of the subject, Letter-writing appeared to the Editor so 
useful and important, that he thought he could not render a more accepta- 
ble service to young students than to present them with a great variety of 
epistolary models, comprised, for their more convenient use, in one capa- 
cious volume. Models in art are certainly more instructive than rules ; 
as examples in life are more efficacious than precepts. Rules, indeed, 
for Letter-writing, of which there is a great abundance, appear to be lit- 
tle more than the idle effusions of pedantry ; the superfluous inventions 
of ingenuity misemployed. The Letters, which the writers of rules have 
iven as example.s for imitation, are often nothing more than mere centos 
1 the expression, and servile copies in the sentiments. They have no- 
ting in them of the healthy hue and lively vigour of nature. They re- 
emble puny plants raised in a clime ungenial, by the gardener’s inces- 
ant labour, yet possessing, after all, neither beauty, flavour, nor stamiTia 
p^duration. 



jy in the art, as it is called, of Letter-writing, 
jpn^oscribed to itself by a competent share of 
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common sense, duly informed by % cdhimon education. A regard must 
always be shown to time, place, and person. He, who has good sense, will 
of course observe these things ; and he who has it not will not learn to ob- 
serve them by the rules of rhetoricians. But to assist invention and to 
promote order, it may be sometimes expedient to make, in the mind, a 
division of a Letter into three parts, the Aristotelian beginning, middle, 
and end : or, in other words, into the exordium or introduction, the state- 
ment, proposition, or narrative, and the conclusion. 

The exordium or introduction should be employed, not indeed with the^ 
formality of rhetoric, but with the ease of natural politeness and benevo- 
lence, in conciliating esteem, favour, and attention; the proposition or 
narrative, in stating the business with clearness and precision ; the con- 
clusion, in confirming what has been premised, in making apologies, in 
extenuating offence, and in cordial expressions of respect and affection : 
but is there any thing in these precepts not already obvious to common 
sense 1 

As to the epistolary style, of which so much has been said, those who 
wish to confine it to the easy and familiar have formed too narrow ideas 
of epistolary composition. The Epistle admits every subject ; and every 
subject has its appropriate style. Ease is not to be confounded with neg- 
ligence. In the most familiar Letter on the commonest subject an Attic 
neatness is required. Ease in writing, like ease in dress, notwithstanding 
all its charms, is but too apt to degenerate to the carelessness of the 
sloven. In the daily attire of a gentleman, gold lace may not be requisite ; 
but rags or filth are not to be borne. In the face, paint is not to be ap- 
proved; but cleanliness cannot be neglected, without occasioning still 
greater disgust than rouge and ceruse. 

That epistolary style is clearly the best, whether easy or elaborate, sim- 
ple or adorned, which is best adapted to the subject, to time, to place, and 
to person ; which upon grave and momentous topics is solemn and digni- 
fied ; on common themes, terse, easy, and only not careless ; on little and 
trifling matters, gay, airy, lively, and facetious ; on jocular subjects, spark- 
ling and humorous ; in formal and complimentary addresses, embellished 
with rhetorical figures, and finished with polished periods ; in persuasion, 
bland, insinuating, and ardent ; in exhortation, serious and 8ententf|us f . . 
on prosperous affairs, open and joyous; on adv^|i^jj|||p8ive and 
A different style is often necessary on the smne and 
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to young ; to men and to women ; to ricli and to poor j to the great and to 
the little ; to scholars and to the illiterate ; to strangers and to familiar 
companions. And thus indeed might one proceed to great extent, with 
all the parade of precept ; but though this, and much more that might be 
repeated, may be certainly true, yet it is all sufficiently obvious to that 
COMMON SENSE, whosc claims ought at all times to be asserted against the 
encroachments of pedantic tyranny. 

A good understanding, as it Ims been already observed, improved by read- 
ing the best writers, by accurate observation of men and manners, and, 
above all, by use and practice, will be sufficient to form an accomplished 
Letter-writer, without restraining the vigour of his genius, and the flights 
of his fancy, by a rigid observance of the line and rule. The best liCtters, 
and indeed the best compositions of every kind, were produced before the 
boasted rules to teach how to write them were written or invented. The 
rules prescribed by critics for writing Letters are so minute and particular 
as to remind one of the recipes in Hannah Glasse’s Cookery. They pre- 
tend to teach how to express thoughts on paper with a mechanical process, 
similar to that in which the culinary authoress instructs her disciples in 
the composition of a minced-pie. 

It is indeed a remark confirmed by long experience, that merchants, 
men of business, and particularly the ladies, who have never read, or even 
heard of the rules of an Erasmus ^ a a Melchior Junius^ or a Lip- 

sins, write Letters with admirable ease, perspicuity, propriety, and ele- 
gance ; far better, in every respect, than some of the most celebrated 
dictators of rules to teach that epistolary correspondence, which them- 
selves could never successfully practise. I’he learned Manutius, who 
had studied every rule, used to employ a month in writing a Letter 
of moderate length, which many an English lady could surpass in an 
hour. 


It may not be improper in this place to mention, for the honour of the 
ladies, that, according to leaiiied authors, the very first Letter ever written 
was written by a lady. Clemens AlexandrinuSj and Taiian also, who 
copies from Hellanicus the historian, expressly affirm, that the first epistle 
ever composed was the production of Atossa, a Persian empress. The 
Dodwell, as well as others, controverts the fact ; and many sup- 
It Le|pl!^|^l|dch Homer’s Prstus gave to Bellerophon, as well 

the death of Uriah, preceded the 
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! Letter of Atossa. Without entering into a chronological discussion, one 
may assert the probability, that a lady was the first writer of Letters ; as 
ladies have, in modern times, displayed peculiar grace and spirit in episto- 
lary correspondence. Dodwell’s opinion required not the learning of Dod- 
well to support it, when he supposes that epistles were written, in some 
' form or other, as soon as the art of marking thoughts by written signs 
was discovered and divulged. 


But instead of dwelling any longer on topics, either obvious of them- 
selves, or rather curious than useful, it is more expedient to inform the 
Reader what he is to expect in the subsequent volume. 


The First Book in the Collection is formed from the Letters of Cicero 
and Pliny. To attempt to/aise their characters by praises at this period, 
after the world has agreed in the admiration of them near two thousand 
years, would be no less superfluous than to pronounce an eulogium on the 
sun, or to describe the beauties of the rainbow. From them a few of 
their most entertaining Letters, and such as have a reference to familiar 
life, have been principally selected ; and there is little doubt, but that an 
attentive student, not deficient in ability, may catch, from the perusal of 
what is here inserted, much of their politeness, both of sentiment and ex- 
pression. If he possesses taste, he must be entertained by them. It 
is but justice to add, that great praise is due to the translator, whose 
polished understanding seems to have assimilated the grace of his cele- 
brated originals. 

The next Book consists of Letters from many great and distinguished 
persons of our own nation, written at an early period of English litera- 
ture. 

The correspondence of the Sydney family forms one part of it. To 
the generality of readers this will be new and curious, as it was never 
published but in expensive folios. The Sydney family appear to have 
been, in their time, the most enlightened, polished, and virtuous, which 
the nation could boast. Many of their Letters are written in a strong, a 
nervous, and, in many respects, an excellent style for the age ; and all 
that are here selected may be considered as curiosities^ furnishing matter 
for speculation on the language and customs of Ijdgl^^ at 



TUI PREFACE. 

the period in which they .were composed*^ It t9 a recommendation of ' 
them, that they are genuine Family Letters, not studiously laboured, like ^ 
those of professed Wits and Letter-writers, but written in perfect confi- 
dence, and without the least idea of their future publication. But as old 
language is certainly not a model for young students in the present day, 
it must be remembered, that this compilation professes, in its title 
page, to be designed for general entertainment, as well as for the 
perusal and improvement of those who are in the course of their educa- 
tion.* 

The Letters of the celebrated Howcl, which form another considerable 
portion of the Second Book, cannot fail of affording, in addition to the 
instruction of the student, much amusement to the more advanced reader, 
who inspects the. volume merely to pass away his vacant hours. Howel’s 
Letters were, at one time, extremely popular. * They have passed through 
many editions. Their wit, vivacity, and frankness, render them more 
pleasing than many more modern and more exact compositions. Several 
celebrated Collections of Letters, more correct and finished, have 
in them less wit, less fire, less spirit, fewer ideas, and scantier informa- 
tion. 

Lady Rachel Russel’s Letters are inserted in the Second Book, and 
must be allowed to constitute a very useful and ornamental part of it. 
They have been much admired by persons of taste and sensibility, both 
for their thoughts and their diction. Piety and conjugal affection, ex- 
pressed in language, considering the time of its compositioiiv so pure and 
proper, cannot but afford a fine example to the female aspirants after 
delicacy, virtue, taste, and whatever is excellent and laudable in the 
wife, the widow, and the mother. Such patterns in high life cannot fail 
of becoming beneficial in proportion as they are more known and better 
observed. 

The very names indeed of those, whose Letters furnish this and the 
remaining books, are of themselves a sufficient recommendation of them. 
To dwell on the character and excellencies of each would be to abuse 
tho Reader’s patience. Most of them are of that exalted and established 
rank, which praise cannot now elevate, nor censure degrade. It is pro- 
l^r to considerable number of Letters recently pub- 

authors of great celebrity ; and to keep 
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Abe volume witbio e eonvenient size, many bav^ been omitted of less in- 
^terest, that appeared in the la^t edition. 

Since, then, the writers of these Letters are able to speak so power- 
fully for themselves, why should the Reader be detained by a longer 
Preface from better entertainment 1 Things intrinsically good will be duly 
appreciated by a discerning Public, and require not the ostentatious dis- 
play of a florid encomium. If the Letters here selected were the Letters 
of obscure men and women, a recommendatory introduction might be 
necessary to their ready admission ; but they are the Letters of persons 
high in rank, high in fame, high in every quality which can excite 
and reward the attention of a nation, of which most of them have been 
at once the ornaments and the luminaries. Here indeed, like the setting 
sun, they shine with a softer radiance than in their more studied works ; 
retaining, however, their bftauty and magnitude undiminished, though 
their meridian fervour is abated Associated in this Compilation, they 
unite their orbs, and form a galaxy : they charm with a mild, diffusive 
light ; though they may not dazzle, as in their greater works, with a noon- 
day splendour. 

But it is time to conclude, since to proceed in recommending those, 
who recommend themselves, is but an officious ceremony : yet the Edi- 
tor, before he» withdraws himself, begs leave to ask the Reader one 
question : Would he not think it a pleasure and a happiness, beyond 
the power of adequate estimation, to be able to sit down, whenever he 
pleases, and enjoy, at his lirc-side, the conversation of Cicero and Pliny, 
of the noble Sydneys, of the lively Howcl, of Pope, of Johnson, of 
Franklin, of Fox, of Cowper, and of all the other illustrious and excel- 
lent persons, whose familiar and unstudied Letters fill the volume before 
him ? That pleasure, and that happiness, however great, he may here 
actually obtain, in as great perfection as is now possible, since death 
has silenced their eloquent tongues. By a very slight effort of imagina- 
tion he may suppose himself, while he revolves these pages, in the midst 
of the intelligent, cheerful, social^ circle ; and when satisfied with the 
familiar conversation of one, turn to another, equally excellent and enter- 
taining in his way, though on a different subject, and in a diversified 
style. Happy intercourse, exempt from care, from strife, from envy ! and 
happy they, who have leisure, sense, and taste to relish it ! 
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That a satisfaction so pure and so exalted may be enjoyed from this^ 
attempt is the sincere wish of the Editor ; who ventures to express a hope, 
that if much is done for the Reader’s entertainment, he will not complain 
that more has not been accomplished, but view excellence with due ap- 
probation, and defect with good-natured indulgence. 
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ELEGANT EPISTLES 


BOOK THE FIRST. 


ANCIENT AND CLASSICAL. 

SECTION I 


FROM THE LETTERS OF MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO, TO SEVERAL OP HIS 
FRIENDS, AS TRANSLATED BY WILLIAM MELMOTH, ESQ. 


LETTER I. 

i 

To Terentia^ to my dearest TnlUa, 
and to my Son, 

nrundisiutn, April 30. [A. U. G95.] 

If you do not hear from me so 
frequently as you might, it is because 
I can neither write to you nor read 
your letters, without falling into 
greater grief than I am able to sup- 
port: for though I am at all times 
indeed completely miserable, yet I 
feel my misfortunes with a particular 
sensibility upon those tender occa- 
sions. 

Oh t that 1 had been more indif- 
ferent to life ! Our days would tlien 
have been, if not wholly unacquaint- 
with sorrow, yet by no means 
thus wretched. However, if any 
hopes are still reserved to us of re- 
covering some part at least of what 
we have lost, I shall not think that I 
have made altogether so imprudent a 
choice. But if our present fate is 
unalterably fixed — Ah! my dearest 
Terentia, if we are utterly and for 
VoL. III. Nos. 35 & 36. 


over abandoned by those gods whom 
you have so religiously adored, and 
by those men whom I have so faith- 
fully served, let me sec you as soon 
as possible, that I may have the satis- 
faction of breathing out my last de- 
parting sigh in your arms. 

I have spent about a fortnight in 
this place,* with my friend Marcus 
Flaccus. This worthy man did not 
scruple to exercise the rights of 
friendship and -hospitality towards 
me, notwithstanding the severe pe- 
nalties of that iniquitous law against 
tliosc who should venture to give 
me reception. t May I one day 
have it in my power to make him a 
return to those generous services, 
which I shall ever most gratefully re- 
member 1 

* Brundisium ; a maritime town in the king- 
dom of Naples, now called Briaidisi, Cicero, 
when he first withdrew from Rome, intended to 
have retired into Sicily ; but being denied en- 
trance by the governor of that island, he chang- 
ed his direction, and cainc to Brundisium iu ms 
way to Greece. 

t As soon as Cicero had withdrawn from 
Rome, Clodius procured a law, which among 
oilier things enacted, that nojporaon sboola 
presume to harbour or rec<»i.va him on pain of 
death." ^ 
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I am jttst going to embark, and 
purpose to pass through Macedonia 
in my way to Cy 2 icum.* And now, 
my Terentia, thus wretched and 
ruined as 1 am, can I entreat you 
under all that weight of pain and 
sorrow with which, I too well know, 
you are oppressed, can 1 entreat you 
to be the partner and companion of 
my exile? — But must I then live 
without you? I know not how to 
reconcile myself to that hard condi- 
• tion ; unless your presence at Rome 
may be a mean of forwarding my re- 
turn : if any hopes of that kind should 
indeed subsist. But should there, as 
1 sadly, suspect, be absolutely none; 
come to me, I conjure you, if it be 
possible: for never can I think my- 
self completely ruined, whilst 1 shall 
enjoy my Terentia’s company. But 
how will my dearest daughter dispose 
of herself? A question which you 
yourselves must consider ; for, as to 
my own part, I am utterly at a loss 
what to advise. At all events, how- 
ever, that dfiar unhappy girl must not 
take any measures that may injure 
her conjugal repose, t or affect her in 
the good opinion of the world. As 
for my son — ^let me not at least be de- 
prived of the consolation of folding 
him for ever in my arms. But I must 
lay down my pen a few moments ; ray 
tears flow too fast to suffer me to pro- 
ceed. 

1 am under the utmost solicitude, 
as I know not whether you have been 
able to preserve any part of your es- 
tate, or (what 1 sadly fear) are cruel- 
ly robbed of your whole fortune. I 
hope Pisof will always continue what 
you represent him to be, entirely 
ours. — ^As to the manumission of the 
slaves, 1 think you have no occasion 

* A coittiderable town in an island of the Pro> 
pontis, which lay so close to the continent of Asia 
u to be jollied with it by abridge. 

, thk Ume married to Cains Pi> 

nottaiaa of one of the best 

IfHppbflro’li |oa^ 
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to be uneasy. For with regard to 
your own, you only promised them 
their liberty as they should deserve 
it: but excepting Orpheus, there are 
none of them that have any great 
claim to this favour. As to mine, I 
told them, if my estate should be for- 
feited, I would give them their free- 
dom, provided I could obtain the con- 
firmation of that grant : but if I pre- 
served my estate, that they should all 
of them, excepting only a few whom 
I particularly named, remain in their 
present condition. But this is a mat- 
ter of little consequence. 

With regard to the advice you give 
me, of keeping up my spirits, in the 
belief that 1 shall again be restored to 
my couptry ; I only wish that I may 
have reason to encourage so desirable 
an expectation. In the mean time, I 
am greatly miserable, in the uncer- 
tainty when I shall hear from you, or 
what hand you will find to convey 
your letters, I would have waited 
for them at this place ; but the mas- 
ter of the ship on which I am going to 
embark Could not be prevailed upon 
to lose the present opportunity of sail- 

For the rest, let me conjure you in 
my turn, to bear up under the pres- 
sure of our afflictions with as much 
resolution as possible. Remember 
that my days have all been honoura- 
ble ; and that I now suffer, not for my 
crimes, but my virtues. No, my Te- 
j rentia, nothing can justly be imputed 
I to me, but that I survived the loss of 
my dignities. However, ii’ it was 
more agreeable to our children that 
I should thus live, let that reflection 
teach us to submit to our misfortunes 
I with cheerfulness ; insupportable as 
upon all other considerations they 
would undoubtedly be. But, alas! 
whilst I am endeavouring to keep up 
your spirits, I am utterly unable to 
preserve my own. 

I have sent back the faithful Phile- 
tserus; as the weakness of his eyes 
made him incapable of rendering me 
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any service* Nothing can equal the 
good offices I receive from Sallustius* 
Pescennius likewise has given me 
strong marks of his affection : and I 
hope he will not fail in his respect al- 
so to you. Sicca promised to attend 
me in my exile ; but he changed his 
•mind, and has left me at this place. 

1 entreat you to take all possible, 
care of your health : and be assured, 
your misfortunes more sensibly affect 
me than my own. Adieu, my Teren- 
tia, thou most faithful and l)cst of 
wives! Adieu. And thou, ray dear- 
est daughter, together with that other 
consolation of my life, my dear son, I 
bid you both most tenderly fare- 
well. 

LETTER II. * 

To Tcrmtia^ to my dearest Tullia, 
and to my Son. 

Thessalonica,* October 5. [A.U. 695,] 

Imagine not, my Terentia, that I 
write longer letters to others than to 
yourself : be assured at least, if ever 
I do, it is merely because those I re- 
ceive from them require a more par- 
ticular answer. The truth of it is, I 
ain always at a loss what to write : 
and as there is nothing in the present 
dejection of my mind, that I perform 
with greater reluctance in general ; 
so I never attempt it with regard to 
you and my dearest daughter, that it 
does not cost me a flood of tears. For 
how can I think of you without being 
pierced with grief in the reflection, 
“ that I have made those completely 
* miserable, whom I ought, and wished, 
to have rendered perfectly happy? 
And I should have rendered them so, 
if I had acted with less timidity. 

Piso’s behaviour towards us, in this 
season of our afflictions, has greatly 
endeared him to my heart : and I 
have, as well as I was able in the 
present discomposure of my mind, 
exhorted him to continue them. 

* A city in Macedonia, now called SaUmichi, 
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I perceive you much depend upon 
the new tribunes ; and if Pompey 
perseveres in his present disposition, 

1 am inclined to think that your hopes 
will not be disappointed; though I 
must confess, I have some fears with 
respect to Crassus. In the mean 
while I have the satisfaction to And, 
what indeed I had reason to expect, 
that you act with great spirit and 
tenderness in all my concerns. Rut 
I lament it should be my cruel fate to 
expose you to so many calamities,^ 
wdiilst you are thus generously en- 
deavouring to ease the weight of mine. 
Be assured it was with the utmost 
grief I read the account which Pub- 
lius sent me, of the opprobrious man- 
ner in which you were dragged from 
the temple of Vesta to the office of 
Valerius.t Sad reyerse indeed ! that 
thou, the dearest object of my fondest 
desires, that my Terentia, to whom 
such numbers were wont to look up 
for relief, should be herself a specta- 
cle of the most affecting distress ! and 
that I, who have saved so many others 
from ruin, should have ruined both 
myself and my family by my own in- 
discretion ! 

As to what you mention with re- 
gard to the area belonging to my 
house ; I shall never look upon my- 
self as restored to my country, till 
that spot of ground is again in ray 
possession. I But tliis is a point that 
does not depend upon ourselves. Let 
me rather express my concern for 
what does : and lament that distress- 
ed as your circumstances already 
are, you should engage yourself in a 
share of those expenses which are 
incurred upon my account. Be as- 
sured, if ever I should return to 

t Terentia had taken sanctuary in the temple 
of Vesta ; but was forcibly dragged out from 
thence by the directions of Clodius, in order to 

examined at a public office, conceniinE her 
husband's effects. 

t After Clodius had procured the law against 
Cicero, already taken nolihe of, he consecrated 
the area* where his house in Rome stood, to the 
perpetual service of religion, and erected a 
temple upon it to the GocIcm of Liberty. 
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Boino^ I slaall eai^^ily recover my es- my friends, as well as from general 
tate : but should fortune continue to report, that you discover the greate^ 
persecute me, will you^ thou dear un- fortitude of mind, and that you solicit 
happy woman, will you fondly throw my affairs with unwearied applica- 
away in gaining friends to a desper- tioii. Oh, my Terentia, how truly 
ate cause, the last scanty remains of wretched am 1, to be the occasion of 
your broken fortunes? 1 conjure such severe misfortunes to so faithful, 
you then, my dearest Terentia, not so generous, and so excellent a wo-' 
to involve yourself in any charges of man ! And my dearest Tullia too ! 
that kind : let them be borne by that she, who was once so happy in 
those who are able, if they are will- her father, should now derive from 
ing, to support the weight. In a him such bitter sorrows ! But how 
kWord, if you have any affection for shall I express the anguish I feel for 
me, let not your anxiety upon my my little boy ! who became acquaint- 
account injure your health ; which, ed with grief as soon as he was capa- 
alasl is already but too much im- ble of any reflection.t Had these 
paired. Believe me, you are the per- afflictions happened, as you tenderly 
petual subject of my waking and represent them, by an unavoidable 
sleeping thoughts : and as I know fate, th^y would have sat less heavy 
the assiduity you exert on my behalf, on my heart. But they are altogether 
I have a thousand fears, lest your owing to my own folly, in irnagin- 
strength should not be equal to so ing 1 was loved where 1 was secretly 
continued a fatigue. I am sensible envied, and in not joining with those 
at the same time, that my affairs de- who were sincerely desirous of my 
pend entirely upon your assistance ; friendship.f Had I been governed, 
and therefore that they may be at- indeed, by my own sentiments, with- 
tended with , the success you hope out relying so much on those of my 
and so zealously endeavour to ob- weak or wicked advisers, we might 
tain, let me earnestly entreat you to still, my Terentia, have been happy, 
take care of your health. However, since my friends encou- 

I know not whom to write to, un- rage me to hope, I will endeavour to 
less to those who first write to me, restrain my grief, lest the effect it 
or whom you particularly mention in may have upon my health should dis- 
your letters. As you and Tullia are appoint your tender efforts for my 
of opinion that I should not retreat restoration. I am sensible at the 
farther from Italy, I have laid aside same time of the many difficulties 
thai design. Let me hear from you that must be conquered ere that 
both as soon as possible, particularly point caii be effected ; and that it 
if there should be any fairer prospect would have been much easier to have 
of my return. Farewell, ye dearest maintained my post, than it is to re- 
objects of my most tender afi^tion, cover it. Nevertheless, if all the tri- 
forewelh bunes are in my interest ; if Lentulus 

is really as zealous in my cause as he 
LETTER 111. appears ; and if Pompey and Caisar 

likewise concur with him in the same 
To the B(me» views, 1 ought not, most certainly, to 

Dyrrachittm,* Nov. S6. [A. U. 695.] 

1 learn by the lettera of several of . • u. 

' ^ t Cicero’s son was at this time about eight 

years of age. 

. «»|il&Qedioiii^i]Owef41fl4Xho^u t Cmsarand Crassus frequently solicited Ci- 

ThiftMti 9 r,dK}Ugb dated cero to unite himself to their party, promising to 
ralK^yrrach^ ^nl wh<db protect him from the outrages of Clodius, pio- 

KMlIea tiHBii^lhepoitsKriBtt^slI^^ be would faU in with their measures. 
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With regard to our slaves; I am 
willing to act as our friends, you tell 
me, advise. As to your concern in 
respect to the plague which broke out 
here ; it is entirely ceased : and 1 had 
the good fortune to escape all infec- 
tion. However, it was my desire to 
haive changed my present situation 
for some more retired place in Epi- 
rus, where I miglit be secure from 
Piso and his soldiers.* But the 
obliging Plancius was unwilling to 
part with me, and still indeed detains 
me liere, in the hope that we may re- 
turn together to Rome.f If ever I 
should live to see that happy day ; if 
ever I should be restored to my Te- 
reiitia, to my children, and to myself, 
I shall think all the tender soUcitudes 
we have suffered during this sad se- 
paration abundantly repaid. 

Nothing can exceed the affection 
and humanity of Piso’sJ behaviour to- 
wards every one of us : and I wish he 
may receive from it as much satis- 
faction as I am persuaded he will 
honour. — I was far from intending to 
blame you with respect to my brother; 
but it is much my desire, especially 
as there are so few of you, that you 
should live together in the most per- 
fect harmony. I have made my ac- 
knowledgments where you desired, 
and acquainted the persons you men- 
tion that you had informed me of] 
their services. 

As to the estate you propose to sell ; 
alas ! my dear Tcreiitia, think well ofj 
the consequence : think what would 
become of our unhappy boy, should 
fortune still continue to persecute us. 
But my eyes stream too fast to suffer 
me to add more ; nor would I draw the 

^ Lucias Calphutn'ius wIro was lionsai 
this year with Gabinius : they were both the 
profe^ed enemies of Cicero, and supported Clo* 
dius in his violent measures. The province of 
Macedoiiiahad fallen to the former, and he was 
now preparing to set oat for his government, 
where his troops were daily arriving. 

\ Plancius was at this time qutostor in Mace- 
donia, and distinguished himselr by many gene- 
rous offices to Cicero in his exile. 

t Cicero’s son-in-law. 


same tender flood from yours. I will 
only say, that if my friends should not 
desert me, I shall be in no distress 
fix money ; and if they should, the 
money you can raise by the sale of 
this estate wdll little avail. 1 con- 
jure you then by all our misfortunes, 
let us not absolutely ruin our poor 
boy, who is well nigh totally un^ne 
already. If we can but raise him 
above indigence, a moderate share of 
good fortune and merit Vill be siifH- 
cient to open his way to whatever else^ 
we can wish him to obtain. Take 
care of your health, and let me know 
by an express how your negotiations 
proceed, and how affairs in general 
stand. — My fate must now be soon 
determined. — I tenderly salute my 
son and daughter, and bid you all 
farewell. 

P. S. I came hither not only as it 
is a free city,$ and much in my in- 
terest, but as it is situated likewise 
near Italy. But if I should find any 
inconvenience from its being a town 
of such . great resort, I shall remove 
elsewhere, and give you due notice. 

LETTER IV. 

To Tercntia. 

Dj^iTachium,.JVov.30. [A. U. C95.3 
I received three letters from you 
by the hands of Aristocritus, and 
have wept over them till they are al- 
most defaced with my tears. Ah! 
my Terentia, I am worn out with 
grief ; nor do my own personal mis- 
fortunes more severely torture my 
mind, than those with which you 
and my children are oppressed. Un- 
happy indeed as you are, I am still 
inhnitely more so ; as our common 
afflictions are attended with this ag- 
gravating circumstance to myself, 
that they arc justly to be imputed to 
my imprudence alone. 1 ought, most 

^ Thai is, a city which" had privilege, 
Uioiigb in the dominions of the Roman repuMte, 
to bogovtmed by its own laws. 
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undoubtedly, either to have avoided 
the danger, by accepting the commis- 
Bion which was offered me, or to 
have repelled force by force, or brave- 
ly to have perished in the attempt. 
Whereas nothing could have been 
more unworthy of my character, or 
more pregnant with misery, than the 
scheme I have pursued. I am over- 
whelmed, therefore, not only with 
sorrow, but with shame : yes, my Te- 
^ rentia, I blush to reflect that I did 
not exert that spirit I ought for the 
sake of so excellent a wife and such | 
amiable children. The distress in 
which you are all equally involved, 
and your own ill state of health in 
particular, are ever in my thoughts : 
as I have the rnortiflcation at the 
same time to observe, that there apt- 
pear but slender hopes of my being 
recalled. My enemies, in truth, are 
many ; while those who are jealous 
of me are almost innumerable; and 
though they found great difliculty in 
driving me from my country, it will 
be extremely easy for them to prevejit 
my return. However, as long as you 
have any hopes that my restpration 
may be effected, I will not cease to 
co-oj>erate with your endeavours for 
that purpose, lest iny weakness should 
seem upon all occasions to frustrate I 
every measure in my favour. In the! 
mean while, niy person (for which j 
you are so tenderly concerned) is 
secure from all danger : as in truth 1 
am so completely wretched, that even 
my enemies themselves must wish, in 
mere malice, to preserve ray life. 
Nevertheless, I shall not fail to ob- 
serve the caution you kindly give 
me. 

I have sent my acknowledgments 
by Dexippus to the persons you de- 
sired me, and mentioned at the same 
time, that you had informed me of 
their good offices. I am perfectly 
epnsibic of thoso which Piso exerts 
^towards us with so uncommpn a zeal : 
|||kd indeed it is a circumstance 
raich all the world speaks of to Ms 
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honour. Heaven grant I may live to 
enjoy with you and our children the 
common happiness of so valuable a 
relation.* 

The only hope I have now left, ari- 
ses from the new tribunes ; and that 
too depends upon the steps they shall 
take in the commencement of theii 
office: for if they should postpone my 
affair, 1 shall give up all expecta- 
tions of its ever being effected. Ac- 
Icordinglyl have despatched Aristo- 
critus, that you may send me imme- 
diate notice of the first measures they 
! shall pursue, together witli the gene- 
ral plan upon which they purpose to 
conduct themselves. I have likewise 
ordered Dexippus to return to me 
with all* expedition, and have written 
to my brother to request he would 
I give me frequent information in what 
manner affairs proceed. It is with a 
view of receiving the earliest intelli- 
gence from Rome, that I continue at 
Dyrrachium; a place where I can 
remain in perfect security, as I have 
upon all occasions distinguished this 
city by my particular patronage. — 
However, as soon as I shall receive 
intimation that my enemiest arc ap- 
proaching, it is my resolution to retire 
into Epirus. 

In answer to your tender proposal 
! of accompanying me in my exile : I 
rather choose you sliould continue in 
Rome ; as 1 am sensible it is upon 
you that the principal burthen of my 
affairs must rest. If your generous 
negotiations should succeed, my re- 
turn will prevent the necessity of that 

journey ; if otherwise But I need 

not add the rest. The next letter I 

* He liacl ihe great misfortune to be disap- 
pointed of fais wish ; for Piso died soon after this 
letter was written. Cicero represents him as a 
young nobleman of the greatest talents and ap- 
plication, who devoted his whole time to the im- 
provements of his mind, and the exercise of elo- 
quence : as one whose moral qualifications were 
no less extraordinary than his intellectual, and 
in short, as possessed of every accomplishment 
and virtue that could endear him to bis friends, 
to his family, and to the public, 
t The troops of Piso. 
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shall receive from you, or at most the 
subsequent one, will determine me 
in what manner to act. In the mean 
time I desire you will give me a full 
and faithful information how things 
go on : though indeed I have now 
more reason to expect the final result 
;^this affair, than an account of its 
progress. 

Take care of your health I con- 
jure you ; assuring yourself that you 
are, as you ever have been, the ob- 
ject of my fondest wishes. Farewell, 
my dear Terentia! I see you so 
strongly before me whilst I am writ- 
ing, that I am utterly spent with the 
tears I have shed. Once more, fare- 
well. 

• LETTER V. • 

To Marcus Marius,* 

(A. U.698.3 

If your general valetudinary dispo- 
sition prevented you from being a 
spectator of our late public enter- 
tainments, f it is more to fortune than 
to philosophy that 1 am to impute 
your absence. But if you declined 
our party for no other reason than as 
holding in just contempt what the 
generality of the world so absurdly 
admire, 1 must at once congratulate 
you both on your health and ypur 
judgment. 1 say this upon a suppo- 
sition, however, that you were en- 
joying the philosophical advantages 
of that delightful scene, in which, I 

* The person to whom this letter is addressed 
seems to have been of a temjper and constitution 
that placed him far,below tne ambition of being 
known to posterity. But a private letter from 
Cicero’s hand has been sufficient to dispel the 
obscnirity he appears to have loved, and to ren- 
der his retirement conspicuous. 

t They were exhibited by Pompey at the 
opening of his theatre : one of the most magnifi- 
cent structures of ancient Rome ; and so exten- 
sive as to contain no less than 30,000 spectators. 
It was built afier the model of one which he saw 


imagine, you were almost wholly de- 
serted. .^t the same time that your 
neighbours, probably, were nodding 
over the dull humour of our trite 
farces, my friend, I dare say, was in- 
dulging his morning meditations in 
that elegant apartment from whence 
you have opened a prospect to Seja- 
num, through the Stabian hills.| 
Arid whilst you were employing the 
rest of the day in those various polite 
amusements which you have the hap- 
py privilege to plan out for yourself;, 
we, alas^! had the mortiheation of 
tamely enduring those dramatical re- 
presentations, to which Mtetius, it 
seems, our professed critic, had given 
his infallible sanction : but as you 
will have the curiosity, perhaps, to 
i^equire a more particular account, I 
must tell you, that though our enter- 
tainments were extremely magniheent 
indeod, yet they were by no means 
such as you would have relished ; at 
least if I may judge of your taste by 
lyiy own. Some of those actors who 
had formerly distinguished themselves 
with great applause, but had long 
since retired, I imagined, in order to 
preserve the reputation they had rais- 
ed, were now again introduced upon 
the st^c; as in honour, it seems, of 
the festival. Among these was my 
old friend jEsopus: but so different 
from what we otice knew him, that 
the whole audience agreed he ought 
to be excused from acting any more. 
For when he was pronouncing the 
celebrated oath, 

If 1 deceive, be Jove’s dread vengeance hurl'd, 
d&c. 

the poor old man's voice failed him ; 
and he had not strength to go through 
with the speech. As to the other 
parts of our theatrical entertainments, 
you know the nature of them bo well, 
that it is scarce necessary to mention 


atMiiylene, in his return from the Mithridatic t S^jamim is found in no other ancient author, 
war : and adorned with the noblest ornaments ofjStabim was a maritime town in Campania, situ- 
statuary and painting. Some remains of this ated upon the bay of Naples, fix>m whence the 
immense building still subsist. a^oinuig hills ben nientioneia took their name. 
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them. They had less indeed to 
plead in their favour than^ even the 
most ordinary representations of this 
kind can usually claim. The enor- 
mous parade with which they were at- 
tended, and which, I dare say, you 
would very willingly have spared, 
destroyed all the grace of the per- 
formance. What pleasure could it 
afford to a judicious spectator, to sec 
a thousand mules prancing about the 
stage, in the tragedy of Clytsemne^ 
^tra; or whole regiments accoutred in 
foreign armour, in that of the Trqjcm 
Horse? In a word, what man of 
sense could be entertained with view- 
ing a mock army drawn up on the 
stage in battle array? These, I con- 
fess, are spectacles extremely well 
adapted to captivate vulgar eyes ; 
but undoubtedly would have had no 
charm in yours. In plain truth, my 
friend, you would have received more 
amusement from the dullest pij^ice 
that Protogenes could possibly have 
read to you* (my own orations, how* 
ever, let me always except), than we 
meet with af these ridiculous shows. 
I am well persuaded, at least, you 
could not regret the loss of bur Os- 
cian and Grecian farces.t Your own 
noble senate will alw*ays furnish you 
with drollery sufficient of the former 
kind ;J and as to the latter, I know 
you have such an utter aversion to 
every thing that bears the name bf 
Greek, that you will not even travel 
the Grecian road to your villa. As I 
remember you once despised our for- 

• It was usual whb persons of distinction 
amongfsl the Koniaiis to keep a slave in their fa- 
milj^, whose sole business it was lo read to thoro. 
Protogenes seems to have attended Marius in 
tliat capacity. 

t The Oscian farces were so called from the 
Osci, an ancient people of Campania, from whom 
tlie Romans received them. They seem lo have 
been of the same kind with our Bartholomew 
drolls, and to have conslsled of low and obscene 
humour. 

numicipal or corporate towns in It_ 
>wm,eovGn I by maglsirntes df Ihcir own, who 

pbably 11 . luch ibe sort pf fi^r© In 
as omr bnt^esfCs m tbSr town 


midable gladiators, I cannot suppose 
you would have looked with less con- 
tempt on our athletic performers : 
and, indeed, Pompey himself acknow- 
ledges, that they did not answer the 
pains and exp,^nse they had cost him. 
The remainder of our diversions con- 
sisted in combats of wild beasts^^. 
which were exhibited every morning 
and afternoon during five days suc- 
cessively ; and it must be owned, they 
were magnificent. Yet, after all, 
what entertainment can possibly arise 
to an elegant and humanized mind, 
from seeing a noble beast struck to 
the heart by its merciless hunter, or 
one of our own weak species cruelly 
mangled by an animal of much supe- 
rior strength ? But were there any 
thing really worth observing in spec- 
tacles of this savage kind, they are 
spectacles extremely familiar to you ; 
and those l am speaking of had not 
any peculiar novelty to recommend 
them. The last day’s sport was com- 
posed entirely of elephants, which, 
though they made the common peo- 
ple stare indeed, did not seem, how- 
ever, to afford ' them any great satis- 
faction. On the contrary, the terri- 
ble slaughter of these poor animals 
created a general commiseration ; as 
it is a prevailing notion, that these 
creatures in some degree participate 
of our rational faculties. 

That you may not imagine I had 
the happiness of being perfectly at 
my ease during the whole of this 
pompous festival, I must acquaint 
you, thAt while the people were amus- 
ing themselves at the plays, I was 
almost killed with the fatigue of 
pleading for your friend Callus Ca- 
ninus. Were the world as much in- 
clined to favour my retreat, as tliey 
showed themselves in the case of 

$ Beauts of the wildest and most uncommon 
kinds were sent for, upon these occasions, from 
evei^ comer of Uie known world : and Dion 
Cassius relates, that no less than £00 lions were 
killed at these hunting matches wHb whi^ Pom- 
pey entertained the people. 
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iEflopus, belic'irc me, I would for ever 
renounce my art, and spend the re- 
mainder of my days with you and 
some others of the same philosophi- 
cal turn. The truth of it is, I tegan 
to grow weary of this employment, 
even at a time when youth and ambi- 
; tion prompted my perseverance ; and 
1 will add too, when I was at full li- 
berty to exercise it in defence of 
those only whom I was inclined to 
assist. But in my present circum- 
stances, it is absolute slavery ; for, on 
the one side, I never expiect to reap 
any advantage from myjabours of 
this kind; and, on the other, in com- 
pliance with solicitations which I 
cannot refuse, I am sometimes under 
the disagreeable necessity of appear- 
ing as an advocate in behalf of those 
who* ill deserve that favour at my 
hands. , For these reasons,. 1 am' 
framing every possible pretence for 
living hereafter according to my own 
taste and sentiments; as I highly 
both approve and applaud that retired 
scene of life which you have sp judi- 
ciously chosen. I am sensible at the 
same time, that this is the reason you 
so seldom visit Rome* However, I 
the less regrpt that you do not see it 
oftener, as the numberless, unpleasing 
occu])ations in which I am engaged 
would prevent me from enjoying the 
entertainment of your conversation, 
or giving you that of mine ; if mine, 
indeed, can afford you any. But if 
ever 1 should be so fortunate as to 
disentangle myself, in some degree 
at least (for I am contented not to 
be wholly released,) from tliese per- 
plexing embarrassrnents, 1 will un- 
dertake to show even my elegant 
friend, wherein the truest refine- 
ments of life consist. In the mean 
while, continue to take care of your 
health, that you may be able, when 
that happy time shall arrive, to ac- 
company me in my litter to my seve- 
ral villas. 

You must impute it to the excess 
of my friendship, and not to the 


abundance of mjr leisure, that I have 
iengthenejl this letter beyond my usu- 
al extent. It was iherely in compli- 
ance with a reejaest in one of yours, 
^here you intimate a desire that 1 
would compensate in this manner 
what you lost by not being present at 
our public diversions. I shall be ex- 
tremely glad, if I have succeeded ; 
if not, I shall have the satisfaction 
however to think, that you will for 
the future be more inclined to give 
us your company on these occasions^ 
than to rely on my letters for your 
amusement. Farewell. 

LETTER VI. 

To Julius Ccesar** 

fA. U. 699.] 

I am going to give an instance how 
mucb I rely upon your affectionate 
services, not only towards myself, but 
in favour also of my friends. It was 
my iiitention, if 1 had gone abroad in 
any foreign employment, that Treba- 
tiusf should have accompanied me: 
and he would not have returned with- 
out' reiving the highest and most 
advantageous honours I should have 
been able to have conferred upon 
himJ« But as Pompey, I find, defers 
setting out upon his commission 
longer than I imagined, and l am ap- 
prehensive likewise that the doubts 
you know I entertain in regard to my 
attending him, may possibly prevent, 
as they will certainly at least delay, 
ray journey ; I talce the liberty to re- 
fer Trebatius to your good offices, 
for those benefits he expected to have 
received fi’pm mine. 1 have ventur- 

^ CcMap Wfia at this time in Gaul, preparing 
his first expedition into Britain, 
t This person seems to have been in the num- 
it of Cmsar’s particular favoqiitcia' He ap- 
pears in this earlier part of his life to have been 
of a more gay and indolent dis^sition than is 
consistent with making a figure in business ; init 
be afierwards, howeve^ be^me a very celebrat- 
ed laa^r; and one na the most agreeable sa- 
bres of Horace is addressed to him under that 
honourable character. 
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ed indeed to promise, that he will 
find you full as well dispqped to ad* 
vance his interest, as I have always 
assured him he would find me ; and 
a very extraordinary circumstance 
occurred, which seemed to confirm 
this opinion I entertained of your 
generosity. For, in the very instant 
1 was talking with Balbus upon this 
subject, your letter was delivered to 
me ; in the close of which you plea- 
santly tell me, that “ in . compliance 
with my request, you will make Or- 
fius king of Gaul, or assign him over 
to Lepta, and advance any other per- 
son whom 1 should be inclined to 
recommend.’* This had so remark- 
able a coincidence with our discourse 
that it struck both Balbus and myself 
as a sort of happy omen that had 
something in it more than .accidental. 
As it was my intention, therefore, 
before I reCciVed your letter, to have 
transmitted Trebatius to you ; , so I 
BOW consign him to your patronage as 
upon your own invitation. Receive 
him, then, my dear Csesar, with yoiif 
usual generosity, and distinguish him 
with every honour that my solicita- 
tions can induce you to confer. I do 
not recommend hiih in the manner 
you so justly rallied, when I Wrote 
to you in favour of Orfius : but I-will 
take upon me to assure' you, in true 
Roman sincerity, that there lives 
not a man of greater modesty and 
merit. 1 must not forget to mention 
also (what indeed is hijs distinguish- 
ing qualification) that he is eminent- 
ly skilled in the laws of his country, 
and happy in an uncommon strength 
of memory. I will not point out any 

r irticular piece of preferment, which 
wish you to bestow upon him ; I will 
only in general entreat you to admit 
him into a share of your friendship. 
Nevertheless, if you should think pro- 
per to distinguish him wijih the tri- 
buppfeU or pr«fe>ctur^i* other 


J^Thexi 


' TfaemilUftiy tnbuntts wsre ntext in rank to 
ilaotenants or oommapderB in chief finder the 
; w^pr^xt/ectiu most 


little honours of that nature, I shall 
have no manner of objection. In 
good earnest, I entirely resign him 
out of my hands into yours, which 
never were lifted up in battle, or 
pledged in- friendship, without effect. 
But I fear 1 have pressed you farther 
upon this occasion than was necessg;^. 
ry : however, I know you will excuse 
fiiy warmth in the cause of a friend. 
Take care of your health, and con- 
tinue to love me. ^ Farewell. 

LETTER VII. 

To Marcus Cedius. 

July 6. [A. U. 702.] 

Could you seriously then imagine, 
my frienft, that I commissioned ,you 
to send me the idle news of the town ; 
matches of gladiators, adjournments 
of causes, robberies, and the rest 
of those uninteresting ‘ occurrences, 
which no one ventures to mention to 
me, even when I am in the midst of 
them at Rome t Far other are the 
accounts which I expect from your 
hand : as I know not any man whose 
judgment in politics I have more 
reason to value. I should esteem it 
a misemployment of your talents, even 
were you to transmit to me those 
more important transactions that dai- 
ly arise in the republic ; unless they 
should happen to relate immediately 
to myself. There are other less pe- 
netrating politicians, who will send 
me intelligence of this sort : and I 
shall be abundantly supplied with it 
likewise by common fame. In short, 
it is not an account cither of what 
has lately been transacted, or is in 
present agitation, that 1 require in 
your letters : I expect, as from one 
whose discernment is capable of 
looking far into futurity, your opinion 

honourable post in the Roman armies after that 
of the military tribunes. I'he business of the 
former was, amon^ other articles, to decide all 
controversies tl^at arose among the soldiers ; and 
that of the latter was to cany the chief standard 
of the legion. 



SECT, i.l CICERO. 11 


of what is likely to happen. Thus, 
by seeing a plan, as it were, of the 
republic, I shall b^ enabled to judge 
what kind of structure will probably 
arise. Hitherto, however, I have no 
reason to charge you with having- 
been negligent in communicating to 
'*ne your prophetic conjectures. For 
the events which have lately happen* 
ed in the commonwealth, were much 
beyond any man’s penetration : I am 
sure at least they were beyond mine. 

I passed several days with Pom* 
pey, in conversation upon public at-' 
fairs : but it is neither prudent, nor 
possible, to give you the particulairs 
in a letter. In general, however, I 
will assure you, that he is animated 
with the most patriotic segitiments, 
and is prudently prepared, as well as 
resolutely determined, to act as t)ie 
interest of the republic shall "require. 
I would advise you therefore whoUy 
to attach yourself to him: and; be- 
lieve me, he will rejoice to enibr^ 
you as his friend. Hovno^ indeed 
entertains the same opinion Wtlt with 
you and myself, of the good arid ill 
intentions of the different parties in 
the republic. ^ 

I have spent the last ten days at 
Athens ; from whence I am thia mo* 
ment setting out. During my c6n-< 
tinuance in this city, I hate frequent* 
s ly enjoyed the company of our friend 
r Gallus Caninius. 

I recommend all my affairs to your 
care and protection, but particularly 
(what indeed is my principal con- 
cern) that my residence in the pro- 
vince may not be prolonged. I will 
not prescribe the methods you should 
employ for that purpose ; as you are 
the most competent judge by what 
means, and by whose intervention, it 
may be best effected. Farewell. 

LETTER VIII. 

To Terentia and TulUa, 

Athens, Oct. 18. [A.U.703.] 
The amiable young Cicero and 


myself are perfectly well, if you and 
my dearest Tully are so. We arriv- 
ed here* on the 14th of this month, 
after a very tedious and disagreeable 
passage, occasioned by contrary 
winds. Acastusf met me upon my 
landing, with letters from Rome; 
haying been so expeditious as to per- 
form his journey in one-and-twenty 
days. In the packet which he de- 
livered to me, I found yours, wherein 
you express some uneasiness lest your 
former letters should not have reachr 
ed my hands. They have, my Te- 
rentia : and 1 am extremely obliged 
to you. for the very full accounts you 
gave me of every thing I was con- 
cerned to know. 

1 am by no means surprised at the 
shortness of your last, as you had 
reason to expect ^us so soon. It is 
with gteat impatience I wish for that 
meeting : though I am sensible, at the 
saniO^tinie, 6f the Unhappy situation 
pi which I shall find the republic. 

the letters, indeed, which I re- 
rieiybd by Acastus, agree in assuring 
me; tli^t there is general tendency 
to ll civil war : so that when I come 
to Rrime I shallbe under a necessity 
of declaring myself on one side or 
the other. However, since there is 
no avoiding -the scene which fortune 
prepared for me, I shall be the 
more expeditious in, my journey, that 
I may the. better deliberate on the 
several circumstances which must 
determine my choice. Let me en- 
treat you to meet me as far on my 
way as your health will permit. 

The legacy, which Precius has 
left me, is an acquisition thai I re- 
ceive with great concern, as I ten- 
derly loved him, and extremely la- 
ment his death. If his estate should 
be put up to auction before my arri- 
val, I beg you would recommend my 
interest in it to the care of Atticus : 
or in case his affairs should not allow 

* Athens. 

i A freed- Aaa beknifuig to Cicero. 
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him to undertake the office^ that you 
would request the same favQur of Ca- 
millas, And if this should not find 
you at Rome, 1 desire you would 
send proper directions thither for 
that purpose. As for my other af- 
fairs, 1 hope 1 shall be able to settle 
them myself ; for 1 purpose to be in 
Italy, if the gods favour my voya^, 
about the 13^h of November. In the 
mean time 1 conjure you, my amicible 
and excellent Terentia, and thou; my 
dearest Tullia* I conjure you l^oth by 
all the tender regards you bear. me^ 
to take care of your healths. 
well. . 


LETTER IX. 

VTV Tir0^ ; 


. rfoveinber a. fA; U. 7^3 

I did not ima^ne I 8houId';;]^y^. 
been so little able to 
absence : but, indeed, it is 
^ caii well bear. A<^raingly^l;i^f 
withstanding it is of the kst .wi^f^ 
tance to my intcrestf thkt J liiippld 
hasten to Rome, yet I canilibt but; se- 
verely reproach myself hjaving 
thus deserted you. HoweyW^ as you 
seemed altogether averse from pur- 
suing your voyage till yotii shn^d re? 
estaWish your health, Ikppioye bf^ 
your scheme ; and 1 still approve of 
it, if you continue in the $am& senti- 
tpents. Nevertheless, if, after hav- 
ing taken some refreshioenti you 
should think yourself in a condition 
to follow me ; yOu may do so, or not, 

• He was a favoiinte slave of Ctcero. wjio 
trained him up inb» and formea him 

under his own immediate tUtUon. The probity 
of fats manners, the' eleganee of hiis genius, 
and bis uncommon erudition, recommended 
him to his master^fi jieculiar esteem and af- 
fection. 

f As Cicero was full of the hbpss of obtain- 
; a triumph, he. was desirous fassteoing to 
before the dissendbns bhtWwfa Osesar and 
,.»ey should be arrived 'at so mrd«t a height 
» to render u impossible for him to «idvy that 


I as you shall judge proper. If you 
should determine in Ibe alSSrmative, 1 
have sent Mario to attend you : if 
not, I have ordered him to return im- 
mediately. Be well assured, there is 
nothing 1 more ardently desire than 
to have you with me, provided I may 
enjoy that pleasure without prejudiew- * 
tp yourself. But be assured too, that 
if your continuing somewhat longer 
at Patraej: should be thought neces- 
sary, I prefer your health to all other 
considera^ns. If you should em- 
bark impiediately, you may overtake 
me at Leucas.t But if you are more 
inclined to deter your voyage till your 
recovery shall be better confirmed, let 
me entreat you to be very careful in 
choosIngiA safe ship ; and that you 
would neither sail at an improper 
season, nor without a convoy. I par- 
ticular!^ charge you also, ipy dear 
Tiro, by aili the regard you bear me, 

> suffer ,the arrival of Mario, or ^ 
that have said in this 
in^lbte least' to iufiucncc your 
' Believe me, whatoer 
Willlm most agreeable to your hefith, 
wiU be most agreeable likewise to^iy 
inclipations :* and, therefore, I desim 
you would be wholly governed t by 
yofir own jprudence. ’Ti's true, I am 
extreh|ely desirous of your company, 
and of eiijoying it as early as possi- 
ble: but the* same affection, which/ 
'makes me wish to see you soon, 


makes me wish to; see you well. Let \ 
your health, therefore, be your first ^ 
and principal care ; assuring your- 
self, that among all the number- 
lew good offices I have received at 
your hands, I shall esteem this by far 
the most acceptable. 

i A ei*y ia P^fopphnesas, which still subsists 
under the name of Patras. Cicero had left Tiro 
iodisifosed in this place, the day before the date 
of the present letter. 

$ A little Grecian island in the Ionian 
sea, now called Saint Maure. It was on 
this island that the celebrated promontory 
stood, from whence the tender Sappho is said 
to have thrown herself in a fit of amnrous 
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LETTER X. 

To the same, 

Leucas, Nov. 7. [A. U. 703.] 
Your letter produced very differ- 
ent effects on my mind ; as the latter 
• part somewhat alleviated the concern 
vvhicli the former had occasioned. I 
am now convihced that it will not be 
safe for you to proceed on your voy- 
age, till your health .shall be entirely 
re-established; and I shall see you 
soon enough, if 1 see you perfectly 
recovered. 

1 find by your letter that you have 
a good opinion of your physician : 
and I am told he deserves it. How- 
ever, 1 can by no means approve of 
tlieiregimeip^e prescribed : for broths 
cannot c^tijunly be , suitably to so 
weak a^^Mach. 1 have written to 
him i^jHMlly concerning ^you ; as 
also 1 have done the same 

likep^^lo my very obliging Mend 
Curit^^' and have particularly re-' 
quested him, if it should be agreea^t 
ble to yourself, that he vvould remove 
you into his house. 1 am appreben^ 
sive, indeed, that Lyso will not give 
you proper attendance ; in the first 
place, because carelessness is the 
general characteristic of all his coun- 
trymen ;* and in the next, because 
he has returned no answer to niy 
letter. Nevertheless, as you men- 
tion him with esteem, I leave it to 
you to continue with him, or not, just 
as you shall think proper. Let pie on- 
ly enjoin you, my dear Tiro, not to 
spare any expense that may be ne- 
cessary towards your recovery. To 
this end, 1 have desired Ciirius to 
supply you with whatever money you 
shall require ; and 1 think it would 
he proper, in order to render your 
physician the more careful in his at- 
tendance, to make him some pre- 
sent. 

Numberless are the. services I have 
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received from you, both at home and 
abroad ; in my public and my private 
transactions ; in the course of my 
studies and the concerns of my fami- 
ly. But would you crown them all, 
let it be by your care that 1 may see 
you (as I hope 1 soon shall) perfectly 
recovered. If your health should 
permit, I think you cannot do better 
than to take the opportunity of em- 
barking with my quaestor Mescinius ; 
for he is a good-natured man,' and 
seems to have conceived a friendship 
fiir you. The care of your voyage 
indeed is the next thing I would re- 
commend to you, after that of your 
health. However, I would now by no 
means have you hurry yourself j as 
• my single concern is for your recove- 
ry. Be assured, my dear Tiro, that 
all my friends are yours ; and conse- 
quently, as yoht health jb of the great- 
est importance to me . as well as to 
yourself, thste are numbers who are 
soljicitous ft>r its preservation. Your 
fs^^UQus attendance upon ^ me has 
mthorio proyeiited you fr<ma paying 
' due rogpd to it. But now that you 
are wholly at leisure, I conjure you 
to devote ;all your application to that 
single object : and I shall judge of 
the affection ^ you bear 'me, by your 
coippliance .with this request. Adieu,, 
my dear Tuo, adieu ! adieu! may 
soon be restored to the perfect 
enjoyment of your health I 
Lepta, together with uU your other 
firieiids,.Baiuto you. Farewell. 


LETTER XL 


To Terentia and to TuUia, 

UKuturnfifi, Jan. 26. [A. U. 7m.] 
In what manner it may be proper 
to di^se of yourselves, during the 
present conjuncture, is a question 
which must now be decided by your 
own judgments ks inuch as by mine. 


C9CERO. 


* The Grecians. 
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Should Caesa.? advance to Rome with* 
out committing hostilities, you may 
certainly for the present at* least re- 
main there unmolested : but if this 
madman should give up the city to 
the rapine of his soldiers, I must 
doubt whether even Dolabella’s cre- 
dit and authority will be sufficient to 
protect you. 1 am under some appre- 
hension likewise, lest whilst you are 
deliberating in what manner to act, 
you 'should find yourself so surround- 
ed with the army as to render it im- 
possible to withdraw, though you 
should be ever so much inclined. 
The next question is (and it is a 
question which you yourselves are 
best able to determine,) whether any 
ladies of your rank venture to con- 
tinue in the city: if not, will it be 
consistent with your character to ap- 
pear singular in that point? But be 
that as it will, you cannot, I think, as 
affairs are pbw situated, be more com- 
modiously placed, than either with me 
or at some of our farms in this dis- 
trict ; supposing, 1 mean, that I should 
be able to maintain my present post. 
1 must add likewise, that a short time, 
it is to be feared, will produce a great 
scarcity in Rome. However, I should 
be glad you would take the sentiments 
of Atticus, or Camillus, 6r any other 
friend whom you may choose fo con- 
sult upon this subject. In the mean 
while, let me conjure you both to keep 
up your spirits. The, coming over 
of Labienus to our party” has given 
jaiffairs a much better aspect, v*. And 
Piso having withdrawn himself from 
the city, is likewise another very fa- 
vourable circumstance : as it is ^a 
plain indication, that he disapproves 
the impious measures of his sobrin- 
law. 

I entreat you, ipy dearest creatures, 
to write to me. as frequently as possi* 
ble, and let me know bow it is with 
as well as what h gbifig forward 
m ^Rome. My broilier l^if nephew, 
with Rufus, aiSeotionately 
Pa.rewi^; ' 


‘ LETTER XIL 

To Terentia omd to Tullia, 

Formiee,* 25. [A. U. 704.] 

It well deserves consideration, 
whether it will he more prudent for 
you to continue in Rome, or to re; 
move to some secure place within my 
department ; and it is a considera- 
tion, my dearest creatures, in which 
your own judgments must assist mine. 
What occurs to my present thoughts 
is this : on the one hand, as you will 
probably find a safe protection in 
Dolabella, your residing in Rome 
may prove a mean of securing our 
house from being plundered, should 
the soldiers be suffered to commit any 
vxolencel of that kind. But on. the 
other, when I reflect that all the wor- 
thier part of the republic have with- 
drawn themselves and thei|||&milies 
from the city ; I am incliw^jfo ad- 
vise you to follow their 1 

muatadd likewise, that theire |tre se- 
veral towns in this canton of Italy 
under my command, which are par- 
ticularly in our interest : as also, that 
great part of our estate lies in the 
same district. If therefore you should 
remove thither, you may not only 
very frequently be with me, but when- 
ever we shall be obliged to separate, 
you may be safely lodged at one or ^ 
other of my farms< However, I ai 
utterly unable to determine, at pre- 
sent, which of these schemes is pre- 
ferable only let me entreat you to 
observe what steps other ladies of 
yout rank pursue in this conjunc- 
ture : and be cautious likewise that 
you be not prevented from retiring, 
should it prove your choice. In the 
mean time, I hope you will maturely 
deliberate upon this point between 
yourselves ; and take the opinion also 
of our friends. At all events, I de- 
sire you would direct Philotimus to 

** A marUime city in Campania, not far from 
Mioturm, the place from whence the preceduig 
letter ia dated. 
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procure a strong guard to <lefend our 
house ; to which request I must add, 
that you would engage a proper num- 
ber of regular couriers, in order to 
give me the satisfaction of hearing: 
from you every day. But above all, 
let me conjure you both, to take care i 
of your healths as you wish to pre- j 
serve mine. Farewell. 


LETTER XIII. 

To Tercntia, 

Jane 11. [A. U. 704.] 

I am entirely free from the disor- 
der in my stomach ; which was the 
more painful, as I saw' it occasioned 
both you and that dear girl,* whom 1 
love better than my life, so much un- 
easiness. I discovered the cause of 
this complaint the night after 1 left 
you, having discharged a great quan- 
tity of phlegm. This gave me ^ 
immediate a relief, that I cannot but 
believe I owe my cure to some hea- 
venly interposition; to Apollo, no 
doubt, and j^sculapius. You will 
offer up your grateful tributes ther^ 
fore to these restoring poi^efs, with 
all the ardency of your usual devo- 
tion. 

I am this momqnt embarked ;* 
and have procured a ship which I 
^hope is well able to perform her voy- 
age. As soon as I shall have finish- 
ed this letter, I propose to write to 
several of my friends recommending 
you and our dearest Tullia in the 
strongest terms to their protection* 
In the mean time, I should exhort 
you to keep up your spirits, if I did 
not know that you are both animated 
with a more than manly fortitude. 
And indeed I hope there is a fair 
prospect of your remaining in Italy 
without any inconvenience, pind of 
my returning to the defence of the 

In order to join Pomp^ in Greece : who 
had left Italy aDoal three months before the 
date of this letter. 

j.- vn 
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republic, in conjunction with those 
who are no less faithfully devoted to 
its interest. 

After earnestly recommending to 
you the care of your health, lot me 
make it my next request, that you 
would dispose of yourself in such of 
my villas as arc at the greatest dis- 
tance from the army. And if provi- 
sions should become scarce in Rome, 
I should think you will find it most 
convenient to remove with your^ ser- 
vants to Arpinum.f 

The amiable young Cicero most 
I tenderly salutes you. Again and again 
I bid you farewell. 

LETTER XIV. 

To the same^X 

\ [A. U. 704.] 

I am informed by the letters of 
idy friends as well as by other ao 
eddnis, that you have had a sudden 
at^ck of a fever. 1 entreat you, 
therefore, to employ the utmost care 
in re-establishing your health. 

The early notice you gave me of 
Cssar’s letter . W^as extremely agree- 
able to me : and let me desire you 
would send me the same expeditious 
intelligence, if any thing should here- 
after occur that concerns me to know. 
Once more I conjure you to take care 
of your health. Farewell. 

LETTER XV. 

To the same.§ 

[A. U. 704.] 

1 entreat you to take all proper 

t A city iiy the country of the Volsci : a 
district of Italy, which now comprehends part 
of the Campa^na di Roma, and of the Terra 
di Lavoro. Cicero was born in. this town, 
which 'Still subsifts under the name of Arpi> 

DO. 

t This letter was written bjr Cicero in Uie 
camp Dyrraebium. 




4 This letter was probably written soon af- 


CICERO. 
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measures for the recovery of your 
health. Let me request, likewise, 
that you would provide whatever 
may be necessary in the present con- 
juncture ; ' and that you would send 
rne frequent accounts how everything 
goes on. Farewell. 


LETTER XVI. 

To Terentia, 

July 15. [A. V. ^M.] 

I have seldom an opportunity of 
writing ; and scarce any thing to say 
that I choose to trust in a letter. 1 
find by your last, that you cannot 
meet with a purchaser for any' of 
our farms. I beg therefore,' you would 
consider of, some other method of 
raising money, in order to satisfy that 
persoiii who you are sensible I am 
very desirous should be paid.* " 

I am by no means surprised that 
you should have received the thanks’ 
of our friend, as 1 dare say she had 

f reat reason to acknowledge your 
indness. 

If Polluxt is hot yet set out, I de- 
sire you would exercise your autho- 
rity, and force the loiterer to depart 
immediately. Farewell. 

LETTER XVII. 

To the same. 

Brundtsium, Nov. 5 . [A. tJ. 704.] 
May the Joy you express at my safe 


arrival in ItalyJ be never interrupt- 
ed ! But my mind was so much dis- 
composed by those atrocious injuries 
I had received, that I have taken a 
step, 1 fear, which may be attend- 
ed with great difficulties. Let me 
then entreat your utmost assistance : 
though 1 must confess, at the same 
time, that I know, not wherein it can 
avail me. 

I would by no means have you 
think of coming hither. For the 
journey is both long and danger- 
ous : and I do not see in what man- 
ner you could be of any service. 
Farewell. 


, LETTER XVIII. 

To the same. 

[A. U. 7at.] 

The ill state of health into which 
Tollia is fallen, is a very severe addi- 
[tion to the many and great disquie- 
tudes that afflict my mind. But T 
need say nothing farther upon this 
subject, as 1 am sure her welfare is 
no less a part of your tender con- 
icem than it is of mine. 

1 agree both with you and her in 
thinking it proper that 1 should ad- 
vance nearer to Rome : and I should 
have done so before now, if I hacr 
not been prevented by several difficul- 
ties, which I am not yet able to re- 
move. But 1 am in expectjjtion of 
a letter from Atticus, with his sen- 
timeuts upon this subject: and I 
beg you would forward it to me 
by the earliest opportunity. Fare- 
well. . 


This letter, as well as the two farmer, was 
written while Cicero was with Pompey in 
Greece. The Uisiness at which ,he so ob^] 
scurely hiojs has been to relate to the 

of part of porlioa to Dola- 

f It a]^ears by ft leper' to AtUous^ that ihiaj 
as a sort of stowwd k Cicero’# 


t After the battle of Pbarsalia Cicero would 
not engage himself any farther with the Pom- 
peian parly ; but having endeavoured to make 
kls peace with Caesar by the mediation t»f 
Dolabella, he seems to have received no 
other an.swer, than an order to return immedi- 
ately into Italy. And this he accordingly did 
a tew days b^ore the date of the present let- 
ter. 
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LETTER XIX. 

To Terentia, 

[A. U. 7Wa i 

In addition to my other mislbr-l 
tunes, I have now to lament the ill- 
ness both of Dolabella and Tullia. 
The whole frame of my mind is in- 
deed so utterly discomposed, that I 
know not what to resolve, or howj 
to act, in any of my affairs. I can 
only conjure to take care of your- 
self and of Tullia. Farewell. 


LETTER XX. 

To the same, 

[A. U. 704.] 

If any thing occurred worth com- 
municating to you, my letters wouk^ 
be more frequent and much longer.^ 
But I need not tell you the situation 
of ray affairs; and as to the effect 
they have upon my mind^ I leave it 
to Lcpta and Trebatius to in&rm 
you. I have only to add my entrea- 
ties, that you would take care of 
your own and Tullia’s health. Fare- 
well. 

'* LETTER XXI. 

To Lucius Papirius Pcetm, 

[A, V. 7oa.J 

Is it true, my friend, that you look 
upon yourself as having been * guilty 
of a most ridiculous piece of folly in 
attempting to imitate the thunder, as 
you cdl it, of my eloquence ? With 
reason, indeed, you might have 
thought so, had you failed in your 
attempt : but since you have excelled 
the model you had in view', the dis- 
grace surely is on my side, not on 
yours. The verse, therefore, which 

VoL, III. Nos. 35 36, 
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you apply to yourself from oneof Tra- 
bea*s comedies, may with much more 
justice be turned upon me, as my 
own eloquence falls far short of that 
perfection at which 1 aim. But tell 
me, what sort of figure do my letters 
make; are they not written, think 
you, in the true familiar? They, do 
■not constantly, however, preserve one 
uniform manner, as this species of , 
composition bears no resemblance to 
that of the oratorical kind ; though 
indeed in judicial matters we vary 
our style according to the nature of 
the causes in which we are engaged. 
Those, for example, in which private 
interests of little moment are con- 
cerned, we treat with a suitable sim- 
plicity of diction ; but where the re- 
putation or the life of our client is in 
question, we rise into greater pomp 
and dignity of phrase. But whatever 
may be the subject of my letters, 
,they still speak the language of con- 
yersiafjbn. Farewell* 

LETTER XXIL 
To Vdrro. 

[A. U. 707.] 

Though I have nothing to write, 
ye^ I could not suffer Caninius to pay 
yoii a visit Withoolt taking the op]^r- 
turiity of conveying *4 letter by his 
hands. And now I know not what 
else ^ say, but that I propose to be 
with you very soon : an information, 
however, which I am persuaded you 
will be glad to receive. But will it 
be altogether decent to appear in so 
gay a scene* at a time when Rome 
is in such a general flame? And 
shall we not furnish an occasion of 

* Varro seems to have requested Ciesar to 
him a meeting at naiee, a place much 
frequenteil by the Kpmaas on account of its 
hot baths : as the ^reeableness of its situa* 
lion on the bay of NapUfs rendered it at die 
saute time the general resort of the {deasora* 
ble world. 


cicmo. 


c 
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censure to those who do not know 
that we observe, the same sober phi- 
losophical life, in sill seasons, and in 
every place ? Yet after all, what im- 
ports it, since the world will talk of 
us, in spite of our utmost caution ? 
And indeed whilst our censurers arc 
immersed in every kind of flagitious 
debauchery, it is much worth our 
concern, truly, what they say of our 
innocent relaxations. In just con- 
tempt, therefore, of these illiterate 
^barbarians, it is my resolution to join 
you very speedily. I know not how 
it is, indeed, but it should seem that 
our favourite studies are attended 
with much greater advantages in 
these wrenched times than formerly ; 
whether it be that they are now our 
only resource; or that we were less 
sensible of their salutary ^fleets when 
we were in too happy a state to have 
occasion to experience them. But 
this is sending owls to Athens,* as we 
say ; and suggesting reflections which 
your own mind will ftir better supply. 
All that I mean by them, however, is 
to draw a letter from you in return, 
at the same time that 1 give you no- 
tice to expect me soon. Farewell. 


LETTER Ip&llL 


To Papirius P<Btns. 

[A.U,707.] 


Your letter afforded me . a very 
agreeable instance of your friend- 
ship, in the concern it expressed lest 
I should be uneasy at the report 
which had been brought hither by 
Silius.t I was before indeed per- 


** A proverbial expression of the same im> 
port with that of sendinp^ tx>als to New- 
castle.*' It. alludes to the Athenian coin, which 
stamped (as ManuUus Observes) with the 
ol an owl. 


K t h sliotild seem, had brOnj^bt an ac- 

,, from the army, that some wjuicisins of 

'Oksero had been repealed to Ctesar. which had i 
i^ven him. oflence. 


fectly sensible how much you were 
disturbed at this circumstance, by 
your care in sending me duplicates 
of a former letter upon the same 
subject : and I then returned such an 
answer as I thought would be suffi- 
cient to abate at least, if not entirely 
remove, this your generous solici- '• 
tude. But since I perceive, by your 
last letter, bow much this affair still 
dwells upon your mind; let me as- 
sure youj my dear Paetus, that I have 
employed every artifice (for w^e must 
now, my friend, be armed with cun- 
ning as well as prudence) to concili- 
ate the good graces of the persons 
you mention ; and, if I mistake not, 
my endeavours have not proved in 
vain. J received indeed so many 
marks of respect and esteem frprn 
those who arc most in Caesar’s fa- 
vour, that I cannot but flatter myself 
they have a true regard for me. It 
must be confessed at the same time, 
that a pretended affection is not easi- 
ly discernible from a real one, unless 
in seasons of distress. For adversi- 
ty is to friendship what fire is to 
gold ; the only inlSdlible test to dis- 
cover the genuine from the counter- 
feit ; in all other circumstances they 
both bear the same common signa- 
tures. I have one strong reason, 
however, to persuade me of their sin- 
cerity ; as neither their situation nor 
mine can by any means tempt theftji 
to dissemble with me. As to that 
person J in wdioni all power is no^,/ 
centred, I am not sensible that I have 
any thing to fear from him ; or no- 
thing more, at least, than what arises 
from that general precarious state in 
which all things must stand where 
the fence of laws is broken down ; 
and from its being impossible to pro- 
nounce with assurance concerning 
any event, which depends wholly up- 
on the will, not to say the caprice, of 
another. But this I can with confi- 
dence affirm, that I have not in any 

t Caesar, 
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single instance given liiin just occa- 
sion to take oftence ; and in the ar- 
ticle you j>oint out, I have been par- 
ticularly cautious. There was a time, 
it is true, when 1 thought it well be- 
came me, by whom Rome itself was 
free,* to speak iny sentiments with 
freedom : but now that our liberties 
are no more, I deem it equally agree-* 
able to my present situation, not to 
say any thing that may disgust either 
Cajsar or his favourites. But were I 
to suppress every rising raillery that 
might pique those at whom it is di- 
rected, 1 must renounce, you know, 
all iny reputation as a wit. And in 
good earnest, it is a character upon 
which 1 do not set so high a value, 
as to be unwilling to resigUi it if it 
werii in my power. However, I am 
in no danger of suffering in Cajsar’s 
opinion, by being represented as the 
author of any sarcasms to which I 
have no claim ; for his judgment is 
much too penetrating ever to be de- 
ceived by any imposition of this na- 
ture. I remember your brother Ser- 
vius, whom 1 look upon to have been 
one of the most learned critics that 
this age has produced, was so con- 
versant in the writings of the poets, 
and had acquired such an excellent 
and judicious ear, that he could im- 
mediately distinguish the numbers of 
Plautus from those of any other au- 
thor. Thus Cffisar, I am told, when 
he made his large collection of apo- 
^phthcgmsjf constantly rejected any 
piece of wit that was brought to him 
as mine, if it happened to be spuri- 
ous : a distinction which he is much 
more able to make at present, as his 
particular friends pass almost every 
day of their lives in iny company. As 
our conversation generally turns up- 

* Alluding to his services in the suppres- 
sion of Catiline^s conspiracy. I 

t This collection was made, by Caesar when 
he was very young ; and probably it was a 
performance by no means to his honour. For 
Augustus, into whose, hands it came aftei his 
death, would not suffer it to be published. 
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on a variety of subjects, I frequently 
j strike out thoughts which they look 
upon as not altogtJther void, perhaps, 
of spirit and ingenuity. Now these 
little sallies of pleasantry, lr>gether 
with the general occurrences of Rome, 
are constantly transmitted to Cajsar, 
in pursuance of his own ex^press di- 
rection : so tliat if any thing of this 
kind be mentioned by others as com- 
ing from me, he always disregards it. 
You see, then, that the lintis you 
quote with so much propriety from 
the tragedy of GCnomaus, f contain a 
caution altogether unnecessary. For 
tell me, my friend, what jealousies 
can I possibly create? Or who will 
look with envy upon a man in my 
humble situation? But granting that 
I were in ever so enviahl<3 a state ; 
yet let me observe, that it is the 
opinion of those philo.sopliers, who 
alone seem to have understood the 
true nature of virtue, that a good 
man is answerable for nothing far- 
ther than his own innocence. Now 
in this respect I think myself dou- 
bly irreproachable ; in the first place, 
by having recommended such public 
measures as were for the interest of 
the commonwealth ; and in the next, 
that finding I was not sufficiently 
supported to render my counsels of 
fectual, I did not. deem it adviseable 
to contend for them by arms against 
a superior strength. Most certainly, 
therefore, I cannot justly be accused 
of having failed in the duty of a good 
citizen. The only part then that now 
remains for me, is to be cautious 
not to expose myself, by any indis- 
creet word or action, to the resent- 
ment of those in power : a part which 
I hold likewise to be agreeable to the 
character of true wisdom. As to the 
rpst; what liberties any man may 
take in imputing words to me which 
I never spoke ; what credit Csesar 
may give to such reports ; and how 
far those who court iny friendsliip, 

t Written by Accius, a tragic poet, who 
flourished about the year of Rome ol7. 
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are really sincere ; these are points 
for which it is by no means in my 
power to be answerable. My tran- 
quillity arises, therefore, from the 
conscious integrity of my counsels in 
the times that are past, and from the 
moderation of my conduct in these 
that are present. Accordingly, I ap- 
ply the simile you quote from Accius,* 
not only to Envy, but to Fortune ; 
that weak and inconstant power, 
whom every wise and resolute mind 
should resist^ with as much firmness 
as a rock repels the waves. Grecian 
story will aWndantly supply exam- 
ples of the greatest men, both at 
Athens and Syracuse, who have in 
some sort preserved their independen- 
cy amidst the general servitude of 
their respective communities. May 
I not hope then to be able so to com- 
port myself under the same circum- 
stances, as neither to give offence to 
our rulers, on the one hand, nor to 
injure the dignity of my character, on 
the other 1 

But to turn from the serious to the 
jocose part of your letter. — The strain 
of pleasantry you break into, imme- 
diately after having quoted the tra- 
gedy of CEnomaus, puts me in mind 
of the modern method of introducing 
at the end of those graver dramatic 
pieces, the buffoon humour of our 
low mimes, instead of the more deli- 
cate burlesque of the old Atellan 
farces.t Why else do you talk of 
your paltry polypus, J and your mouldy 
cheese? In pure good-nature, it is 
true, 1 formerly submitted to sit down 


* The poet mentioned in the preceding re-j 
mark. 


f These AtelJan forces, which in the earlier 
periods of the Roman sta^, were acted at the 
end of the more serious dramatic performances, 
derived their name from Afolla, a town in Ita- 
ly j from whence they were first introduced at 
Rome. Th^: consisted of a more libera) and 
genteel kind of hnmour than the mimes, a spe- 
cies of comedy which ceems fo have taken its 
iofw lifo. 

sna-fissh w eirtregiely toughs thkt h was 
to heat k. a consmeri^ time before 
imideied fil foir the table. 



with you to such homely fair: but 
more refined company has improved 
me into a better taste. For Hirtius 
and Dolabella, let me tell you, are my 
preceptors in the science of the ta- 
bic ; as in return, they are my disci- 
ples in that of the bar. But I sup- 
pose you have already heard, at least 
if all the town-news be transmitted to 
you, that they frequently declaim at 
my house, § and that 1 as often sup at 
theirs. You must not however hope 
to escape my intended visit, by plead- 
ing poverty in bar to the admission of 
so luxurious a guest. Whilst you 
were raising a fortune indeed, I bore 
with your parsimonious humour : but 
now that you are in circumstances to 
support Jhe loss of half your wealth, I 
expect that you receive me in ano^llier 
manner than you would one of your 
compounding debtors. |j And though 
your finances may somewhat suffer by 
my visit, remember it is better they 
should be impaired by treating a 
friend, than by lending to a stranger. 

I do not insist, however, that you 
spread your table with so unbounded 
a profusion as to furnish out a splen- 
did treat with the remains ; 1 am so 
wonderfully moderate, as to desire no- 
thing more than what is perfectly ele- 
gant and exquisite in its kind. I re- 
member to have heard you describe 
an entertainment which was given by 
Phameas. Let yours be the exact 
copy of his : only I should be glad 
not to wait for it quite so long. Should^ 

$ Cicero bad lately instituted a kind of aca- 
demy for elouuence in his own house ; at which 
several of tiie leading young men in Rome 
used to meet, in order to exercise themselves 
in Uie art of oratory, 

{| This alludes to a law which Csesar passed 
in favour of those who had contracted debts 
before the commencement of the civil war. 
By this law commissioners were appointed to 
take an account of the estate and effects of 
these debtors, which were to be assigned to 
their respective creditors according to their va- 
luation before the civil war broke out; and 
whatever sums had been paid for interest, were 
to be considered as in dischaige of the prin- 
cipal. By this ordinance Psetus, it seems, had 
a pmcttlar sufferer. 
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you still persist, after aD, to invite) LETTER XXIV. 


me, as usual, to a penurious supper, 
dished out by the sparing hand of 
maternal economy; even this, per- 
haps, 1 may be able to support. But 
I would fain see that hero bold who 
should dare to set before me the vil- 
lanous trash you mention; or even 
one of your boasted polypuses, with 
an hue as florid as vermilioned Jove.* 
Take my word for it, my friend, your 
prudence will not suffer you to be 
thus adventurous. Fame, no doubt, 
will have proclaimed at your villa my 
late conversion to luxury, long before 
my arrival : and you will shiver at 
the sound of her tremendous report. 
Nor must you flatter yourself with 
the hope of abating the edg^ of my 
appetite, by your cloying sweet wines 
before supper: a silly custom which 
1 have now entirely renounced : be- 
ing much wiser than when I used to 
damp my stomach with your ante- 
pasts of olives and Lucanian sausa- 
ges. — But not to run on any longer 
in this jocose strain ; my only serious 
wish is, that I may be able to make 
you a visit. You may compose your 
countenance, therefore, and return to 
your mouldy cheese in full security : 
for my being your guest will occasion 
you, as usual, no other expense than 
that of heating your baths. As for 
all the rest, you are to look upon it 
as mere pleasantry. 

The trouble you have given your- 
4 ,. self about Selicius’ villa,! is extreme- 
ly obliging ; as your description of 
it was excessively droll. I believe 
therefore, from the account you give 
me, I shall renounce all thoughts of 
making that purchase : for though the 
country, it seems, abounds in salt, the 
neighbourhood, 1 find, is but insipid. 
Farewell. 

* Pliny, the naturalist, mentions a statue of j 
Jupiter erected tn the Capitol, which on certain' 
festival days it was customary to paint withj 
varmilion. j 


To Papirius Pmtus. 

[A. U. 707.1 

Your letter gave me a double plea- 
sure ; for it not only diverted me ex- 
tremely, but was a proof likewise that 
you are so well recovered as to be 
able to indulge your usual gayety. 1 
was well contented at the same time 
to find myself the subject of your 
raillery ; and, in truth, the repeated 
provocations, I had given you, were 
sufficient to call forth all the severity 
of your satire. My only regret is, 
that I am prevented from taking my 
intended journey into your part of 
the world ; where I proposed to have 
made myself, I do not say your guest, 
but one of your fkmily. You would 
have found me wonderfully changed 
from the man I formerly was, when 
you used to cram me with your cloy- 
ing antepasts.| For I now more 
prudently sit down to table with an 
appetite altogether unimpaired, and 
I most heroically make my way through 
every dish that comes before me, 
from the egg§ that leads the van, to 
the roast veal that brings up the 
rear. 1 1 The temperate and uiiexpen- 
sive guest whom you were wont to 
applaud, is now no more. I have 
bidden a total farewell to all the 
cares of the patriot ; and have join- 
ed the professed enemies of my tbr- 

t These antepasts seem to have been a 
kind of collation preparatory to the prinejp^ 
entertainment. They generally consisted, it is 
probable, of such dishes as were provocatives 
to appetite : but prudent economists, as may 
be collected from die turn of Cicero's raillery, 
sometimes contrived Uiem in such a manner as 
to damp rather than improve the stomach of 
their guests. 

$ The first dish at eveiy Roman table was 
constantly eggs ; which maintained their post 
of honour even at the most magnificent enter- 
tainments. 

II It appears by a passage which Manutius 
cites from xertulhan, that the Romans usually 
Concluded thar feast* with broiled or roast 
meat. 


t Xa Naples. 
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times surrounded by an audience, 
who look upon me as a man of most 
profound erudition, for no other rea- 
son, perhaps, than because I am not 
altogether so ignorant as themselves. 
The rest of my time I wholly devote 
to indulgences of a less intellectual 
kind. I have sufficiently indeed 
paid the tribute of sorrow to my un- 
happy country ; the miseries where- 
of I have longer and more bitterly 
lamented, than ever tender mother 
bewailed the loss of her only son. 

Let me desire you, as you would 
secure your magazine of provisions 
from falling into my hands, to take 
care of your health ; for 1 liave most 
unmercifully resolved tliat no [>re- 
tence of indisposition shall ]>reservG 
your larder from my depredations. 
Farewell. 


mer principles ; in short, T am be- 
come an absolute Epicurean. Youi 
are by no means however to consider I 
me as a friend to that injudicious 
profusion, which is now the prevail- 
ing taste of our modern entertain- 
ments: on the contrary, it is that 
more elegant luxury 1 admire, which 
you formerly used to display when 
your finances were more flourishing, 
though your farms were not more 
numerous than at present. Be pre- 
pared therefore for my reception ac- 
cordingly ; and remember you are to 
entertain a man who has not only a 
most enormous appetite, but who has 
some little knowledge, let me tell 
you, in the science of elegant eating. 

You know there is a peculiar air of 
self-sufficiency, that generally distin- 
guishes those who enter late into the 
study of any art. You will not won- 
der, therefore, when I take u|K)n me 
to inform you, that you must banish 
your cakes and your sweatmeats, as 
articles that are now utterly discard- 
ed from all fashionable bills of fare. 

I am become indeed such a profici- 
ent in this science, that I frequently 
venture to invite to my table those 
refined friends of yours, the delicate 
Virrius and Cairullus. Nay I am 
bolder still, and have presumed to 
give a supper even to Hirtius him- 
self ; though, I must own, I could 
not advance so far .as to honour him 
with a peacock. To tell you the 
truth, my honest cook had not skill 
enough to imitate any other part of 
his splendid entertainments, except 
only^his smoking soups. 

But to give you a general sketch 
of ray manner of life ; I s{>^nd the 
first part of the morning in reviving 
the compliments of several, both of 

our dejected patriots and our gay. Uribunitial office, merely in order to 
victors r tlie latter of whom treat mclger^g 

■ynth great marks of civility and e^Uuch I am in your interest, I wish 
As soon as that ceremony isL,,^ ^ 

St, 1 retire to my library ; where iLase you could not be at a loss for an 
iploy myself cither with my books ^ 
ly pei). And here 1 am some^j 


LETTER XXV. 


To Gallus, 

[A. U. 707.] 

I am much surprised at your re- 
proaches; as I am sure they arc al- 
together without foundation. But 
were they ever so just, they would 
come with a very ill grace from you, 
who ought to have remembered those 
marks of distinction you received 
from me during my consulate. It 
seems, however (for so you are pleas-*- 
ed to inform me), that Cajsar will 
certainly restore you. I know you 
are never sparing of your boasts ; but 
1 know too, that they have the ill luck 
never to be credited. It is in the 
same spirit you remind me, that you 
ofiered yourself as a candidate for the 



Probably during Cicero^s exile. 
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intercessor.^ You go on to reproach 
me with not daring to speak iny sen- 
timents. In proof however of the 
contrary, I need only refer you to the 
reply I made, when you had the front 
to solicit iny assistance. 

Thus (to let you see how absolute^ 
ly impotent you are, where you most 
affect to appear formidable) I thought 
proper to answer you in your own 
style. If you had made your remon- 
strances in the spirit of good man- 
ners, I should with pleasure, as I 
could with case, have vindicated my- 
self from your charge : and in truth, it 
is not your conduct, but your language 
that 1 have reason to resent. I am 
astonished indeed that you, of all men 
living, should accuse me of,want of 
freedom, who are sensible it is by my 
means that there is any freedom left 
in the repiiblic.t 1 say you of all men 
living : liocauso, if the mibrmations 
you gave me concerning Catiline's 
consy)iracy were false; w^here are the 
services of which you remind me? 
Jf they were true, you yourself are 
tlu^ best judge how great those obli- 
gations are w^hich I have conferred 
upon every Roman in general. Fare- 
w^elL 

LETTER XXVI. 

To CcDsar. 

[A, U.708.] 

I very particularly recommend to 
your favour the son of our worthy and 
common friend Praicilius: a youth 
whose modest and polite behaviour, 

* Cicero’s witticism in this passajre, tutus 
«])on tiie double sense of the word intercessor : 
wluch, besides its general meaning, has rela-j 
tion likewise to a particular privifeg'e annex* 
cd to the _ iribuuitial office. every tribune 
had the liberty of interposing his negative up- 
on the proceedings of the senate; which act 
was called intercessio, and the person who 
executed it was said to be the Intercessor 
the particular law, or odier matter in delibe- 
ration. 

t Alluding to his having suppressed Cati- 
line’s conspiracy. 


together with his singular attach- 
ment to myself, have exceedingly en- 
deared him to me. His father like- 
wise, as experience has now fully 
convinced me, was always my most 
sincere well-wisher. For to confess 
the truth, ho was the first and most 
zealous of those who used both to 
rally and reproach me for not joining 
in your cause : especially after you 
had invited me by so many honoura- 
ble overtures. But, 

All unavailing prov’d his every art, 

To shake the purpose of my steadfast heart. 

Hoai. Odyss. vii. 

, For whilst the gallant chiefs of our 
party were on the other side perpetu- 
ally exclaiming to me, 

Rise thou, distinguish’d midst the sons of fame. 
And fair transmit to* times unborn thy name. 

Hom. Odyss. j. 302. 

Too easy dupe of flattery’s specious voice, 
Darkling I stray'd from wisdom’s better 
choice. Hoai. Odyss. xxiv. 314. 

And fain would they still raise my 
spirits, while they endeavour, insen- 
sible as I now am to the charms of 
glory, to rekindle that passion in roy 
heart. With this view they are ever 
repeating — 

O let me not inglorious sink in death, 

And yield like vulgar souls roy parting breath ; 
In some brave effort give me to expire, 

That distant ages may the deed admire ! 

Hora. 11. xxii. 

But 1 am immoveable, as you see, 
by all their persuasions. Renounc- 
ing therefore, the pompous heroics 
of Homer, I turn to the just max- 
ims of Euripides, and say with that 
poet, 

the sage, who, impotently wise, 
die paths where humbler prudence 

My old friend Prsscilius is a great 
admirer of the sentiment in these 
lines ; insisting, that a patriot may 
preserve a prudential regard to his 
own safety, and yet. 

Above his peers the first in honour shine. 

Hom. U. vi. 308. 
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But to return from this digression : 
you will greatly oblige me by extend- 
ing to this young man that uncom- 
mon generosity which so peculiarly 
marks your character ; and by suffer- 
ing my recommendation to increase 
the number of those favours which I 
am persuaded you are disposed to 
confer upon him for the sake of his 
family. 

1 have not addressed you in the 
usual style of recommendatory let- 
ters, that you might see 1 did not in- 
tend this as an application of com- 
mon form. Farewell. 

LETTER XXVIL 
To Tiro. 

[A. U. 708.] 

Believe me, my dear Tiro, I am 
greatly anxious for your health : how- 
ever, if you persevere in the same 
cautious regimen which you have 
hitherto observed, you will soon, I 
trust, be well. As to my library, I 
beg you would put the books in or- 
der, and take a catalogue of them, 
when your physician shall give you 
his consent : for it is by his direc- 
tions you must now be governed. 
With respect to the garden, I leave 
you to adjust matters as you shall 
judge proper. 

I think you might come to Rome 
on the first of next month, in order to 
see the gladiatorial cothbats, and re- 
turn the following day : but let this 
be entirely as is most agreeable to 
your own inclinations. In the mean 
time, if you have any affection for 
me, take care of your heaJthJ|i|fare- 
well. ' 

LETTER XXVIIL 
,,, To the 

(A. U. 708.] 

Why should you not direct your 
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letters to me with the familiar super- 
scription which one friend generally 
uses to another ? However, if you 
are unwilling, to hazard the envy 
which this privilege may draw upon 
you, be it as you think proper; 
though for my own part it is a max- 
im which I have generally pursued 
with respect to myself, to treat envy 
with the utmost disregard. 

I rejoice that you found so much 
benefit by your sudorific ; and should 
the air of Tusculum be attended with 
the same happy effect, how infinite- 
ly will it increase my fondness for 
that favourite scene ! If you love me 
then (and if you do not, you are un- 
doubtedly the most successful of all 
dissemblers), consecrate your whole 
time to the care of your health; 
which hitherto indeed your assiduous 
attendance upon myself has but too 
much prevented. You well know the 
rules which it is necessary you should 
observe for this purpose ; and I need 
not tell you that your diet sliould be 
light, and your exercises moderate : 
that you should keep your body open, 
and your mind amused. Be it your 
care, in short, to return to me per- 
fectly recovered : and I shall ever af- 
terwards not only love you, but Tus- 
cuJum so much the more ardently. 

I wish you could prevail with your 
neighbour to take my garden, as it 
will be the most effectuiil moans of 
vexing that rascal Helico, This fel- 
low, although he paid a thousand ses- . 
terces’*'' for the rent of a piece of cold 
barren ground, that had not so much 
as a wall or a shed upon it, or was 
supplied with a single drop of water, 
has yet the assurance to laugh at the 
price I require for mine ; notwith- 
standing all the money I have laid 
out upon the improvements. But let it 
be your business to spirit the man into 
our terms ; as it shall be mine to make 
the same artful attack upon Otho. 

Let me know what you have done 
with respect to the fountain ; though 
^ About 53d of our mouey. 
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this wet season may now clesl If so, I hope you will soon 
have oversupplied it with water. If oblige the worM with your per- 
the weather should prove fair, I will fbrmance. 


send the dial, together with the books 
you desire. But how happened it 
that you took none with you 1 Was 
it that you were employed in 
some poetical composition upon the 


model of your admired SophoH well. 


Ligurius, Csesar’s great favourite, 
is dead. He was a very worthy man, 
and much my friend. Let me know 
when 1 may expect you ; in the mean 
time be careful of your health. Fare- 


SECTION II. 


FROM THE LETTERS OF PLINY THE CONSUL,* TO SEVERAL OF HIS FRIENDS, 
AS TRANSLATED BY WILLIAM MELMOTH, ESQ. 


LETTER I. 


To Caninim Hufas, 

How stands Comum, f that favour- 

* IMiny was born in the reign of Nero, about 
the eight hundred and fillecnth year of Rome, 
and the sixiy-second of the (Jlirislian aera. As 
to the time of his death antiquity has given us no 
inforinalion ; but it is conjectured that he died 
either a little before, or soon aOer, that excel- 
lent prince, his admired Trajnn ; that is. 
about the year of Christ one hundred ana 
sixteen. 

Tlu! elegance of this author’s manner adds 
force to the most interesting, at the same time 
that it enlivens the most common subjects. 
But the polite and spirited turn of these let- 
ters is by no means their principal recommen- 
dation ; they receive a much higher value, 
they exhibit one of the most amiable and ani- 
mating characters in all antiquity. Pliny’s 
whole life seems to have btien employed in the 
exercise of every generous and social aflec- 
lion. To forward modest merit, to encourage 
ingenious talents, to vindicate oppressed inno- 
cence, are some of the glorious ^rposes to 
which he devoted his power, his fortune, and 
his abilities. But how does he rise in our es- 
teem and admiration, when we see him exer- 
cising (with a grace that discovers his Imma- 
nity as well as his politeness) the noblest acts 
both of public and private munificence, not so 
much from the abundance of his wealth, as the, 
wisdoni of bis economy 1 | 

t The city where Pliny was bom ; it still sub'^ 


ite scene of yours and mine ? What 
becomes of the pleasant villa, the 
vernal portico, the shady planctree 
walk, the crystal canal so agreeably 
I winding along its flowery banks, to- 
gether with the charming lakej be- 
low, that serves at once the purposes 
of use and beauty T What have you 
to tell me of the firm yet soft gesta- 
tio,§ the sunny bath, the public sa-« 
loon, the private dining-room, and all 
the elegant apartments for repose 
both at noon and night ?|j Do these 
enjoy my friend, and divide his time 
with pleasing vicissitude? Or do 

sists, and is now called Como, situated upon 
the Jake Larios, or Lago di Como, in the 
duchy of .Milan. 

t Tb^^ake Larius, upon the banks of which 
this villa was situated. 

$ A piece of ground set apart for the pur- 
pose of exercise, either on horseback, or in 
their vehicles; it was generally contiguous to 
their gardens, and laid out in the form of a 
circus. 

11 It was customary among the Romans to 
sleep in the middle of the day, and they had 
apartments for that ptupose aistinct from their 
bed-chambers. 
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the affairs of the world, as usual, call 
you frequently out from this agreea- 
ble retreat ? Jf the scene of your en- 
joyment lies wholly there, you are 
happy ; if not, you are under tlie 
common error of mankind. But 
leave, my friend, (for certainly it is 
high time,) the sordid pursuits of 
life to others, and devote yourself, in 
this calm and undisturbed recess, 
entirely to pleasures of the studious 
kind. Let these employ your idle 
as well as serious hours ; let them be 
at once your business and your 
amusement, the subjects of your 
waking and even sleeping thoughts : 
produce something that shall be real- 
ly and for ever your own. All your 
other possessions will pass on from 
one master to another: this alone, 
when once it is yours, will for ever 
be so. As I well know the temper 
and genius of him to whom I am ad- 
dressing myself, I must exhort you 
to think as well of your abilities as 
they deserve : do justice to those ex- 
cellent talents you possess, and the 
world, believe me, will certainly do 
so too. Farewell. 

LETTER II. 

To Cornelius Tacitus, 

Certainly you will laugh (and 
laugh you may) when I tell you that 
your old acquaintance is turned 
sportsman, and has taken three no- 
ble boars. What ! (methinks 1 hear 
you say with astonishment) Pliny ! — 
Eom he. However, I indulged at 
the same time my beloved ins^ctivity, 
and while I sat at my nets, you would 
have found me, not with my spear, 
but my pen by my side. I mused 
and wro^e, being resolved, if I re- 
turned with my h^ds empty, at least 
tjO cgi^nc home with my papers full. 

me, this', manner of studying 
^1’ to be despised : ypu cannot 

toeive how greatly exercise con- 
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tributes to enliven the imagination. 
There is, besides, something in the 
solemnity of the venerable woods 
with which one is surrounded, to- 
gether with that awful silence* which 
is observed on these occasions, that 
strongly inclines the mind to medita- 
tion. For the future, therefore, let 
me advise you, whenever you hunt, 
to take along with you your pen and 
paper, as well as your basket and 
bottle ; for be assured you will find 
Minerva as fond of traversing the 
hills as Diana. Farewell. 

LETTER III. 

To Atrius Clemens. 

If ever polite literature flour isdied 
at Rome, it certainly does now, of 
which I could give you many emi- 
nent instances ; I will content my- 
self, however, with naming only 
Euphrates the philosopher. I first 
made acquaintance with this excel- 
lent person in my youth, when I 
served in the army in Syria. 1 had 
an opportunity of conversing with 
him familiarly, and took some pains 
to gain his affection ; though that in- 
deed was nothing diflicult, for he is 
exceedingly open to access, and full 
of that humanity which he professes. 
I should think myself extremely hap- 
py if I had as much answered the ex- 
pectations he at that time conceived 
of mo, as he exceeds every thing that 
I had imagined of him. But per- 
haps I admire his excellences more 
now than 1 did then, because I un- 
derstand them better ; if I can with 
truth say I understand them yet. 
For as none but those who are skilled 

* By the ctrcumstanco of silcnco hero men- 
tioned, as well as by the whole air of this let- 
ter, it is plain the liunting here recommended 
I was of a very diflercnl kind from what is 
practised amongst us. It is probable the wild 
r»oars were allured into their nets by some 
kind of prey, with which they were baited, 
while the sporLsinan watched at a distance in 
silence and concealiuoiU. 


ELEGANT EHSTLES. 



«ECT. II.] 


PUNY. 


27 


in painting; statuary, or the plastic 
art, can form a right judgment of any 
performance in those sciences; so 
a man must himself have made great 
advances in learning, before he is 
capable of forming a just notion of 
the learned. However, as far as I 
am qualified to determine, Euphrates 
is possessed of so many shining ta- 
lents, that he cannot fail to strike the 
most injudicious observer. He rea- 
sons with much force, penetration, 
and elegance, and frequently launch- 
es out into all the sublime and luxu- 
riant elotiuence of Plato. His style 
is rich and fiowing, and at the same 
time so wonderfully sweet, that with 
a pleasing violence he forces tlie at- 
tention of the most unwilling hearer. 
His, outward appearance is agreeable 
to all the rest ; he has a good shape, 
a comely aspect, long hair, and a 
large white board ; circumstances 
which, though they may probably be 
thought trifling and accidental, con- 
tribute however to gain liim much 
reverence. There is no affected neg- 
ligence in his habit ; his counte- 
nance is grave, but not austere ; and 
his approach commands respect with- 
out creating awe. Distinguished as 
he is by the sanctity of his manners, 
he is no less so by his polite and affar 
ble address. He points his eloquence 
against the vices, not tlie persons of 
mankind, and without chastising re- 
claims the wanderer. His exhorta- 
tions so captivate your attention, 
that you hang as it were upon his 
lips ; and even after the lieart is con- 
vinced, the car still wishes to listen 
to the harmonious reasoner. Ilis 
family consists of three children (two 
of which are sons), whom he edu- 
cates with the utmost care. His fa- 
ther-in-law, Pompeius Julianus, as he 
greatly distinguished himself in eve- 
ry other part of his life, so particu- 
larly in this, that though he was him- 
self of the highest rank in his pro- 
vince, yet among many considerable 
competitors for daughter, he pre- 


ferred Euphrates, as first in merit, 
though not in dignity. But to dwell 
any longer upon the virtues of a man, 
whose conversation I am so unfortu- 
nate as not to have leisure to enjoy, 
what would it avail but to increase 
my uneasiness that I cannot enjoy 
it? My time is wholly taken up in 
the execution of a very honourable, 
indeed, but very troublesome em- 
ployment; in hearing of causes, an- 
swering petitions, passing accounts, 
and writing of letters: but letters; 
alas! where genius has no share. I 
sometimes complain to Euphrates 
(for I have leisure at least for that) 
of these unplcasiiig occupations. He 
endeavours to comfort me, by affirm- 
ing, that to be engaged in the service 
of the public, to liear and determine 
causes, to explain the laws, and ad- 
minister justice, is a part, and the 
I noblest part too, of philosophy, as it 
is reducing to practice what her pro- 
fessors teach in speculation. It may 
be so : but that it is as agreeable as 
to spend whole days in attending to 
his useful conversation — even this 
rhetoric will never be able to con- 
vince me. I cannot therefore but 
strongly recommend it to you, who 
have leisure, the next time you come 
to Rome (and you will come, I dare 
say, so much the sooner) to take the 
benefit of his elegant and refined in- 
structions. I am not, you sec',* in the 
number of those who envy others the 
happiness they cannot share them- 
selves : on the contrary, it is a very 
sensible pleasure to me, when I find 
my friends in possession of an e?i joy- 
nient from which I have the misfor- 
tune to be excluded. Farewell. 


LETTER IV. 

To Septitim Clarus, 

How happened it, my friend, that 
you did not keep your engagement 
[the other night to sup with rac? But 
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take iM>tioe, justice is to be had, and most said yourself;- and upon second 


I expect you shall fully reimburse me 
the expense I was at to ]^eat you; 
which, let ixie tell you, was no small 
sum. I had prepared, you must 
know, a lettuce apiece, three snails,* 
two eggs, and a barley cake, with 
some sweet wine and snow ;f the 
snow most certainly 1 shall charge 
to your account, as a rarity that will 
not keep. Besides all these curious 
dishes, there were olives of Andalusia, 
gourds, shalots, and a hundred other 
dainties equally sumptuous. You 
should likewise have been entertain- 
ed either with an interlude, the re- 
hearsal of a poem, or a piece of music, 
as you liked best ; oi (such was my 
liberality) wiili all three. But the 


luxurious delicacio.-| 
dancers of a certain 


and Spanish 
-1 know not 


who, were, it seems, more tf your 
taste. However, f shall have my 
revenge of you, depend upon it— in 
what manner, shall be at present a 
secret. In good trutii it was not kind 
thus to mortify your friend, I had al- 

* A dish of snails was very common ai a 
Roman table. 'I'iie manner to fatten 

them is rf'tated by some very crave authors 
of anticiuity; and I'liny the Elder mentions 
one Fulvius Herpinus, who had studied that art 
with so much .success, thnT the shells of some 
of his siiaiJs would coutaiu alxjut ten quarts, 
parts of Switzerland this food u still 
m big^h repute. 

t The Romans used ,«now, not only to cool 
«heir liquors, Irut their stomnicihd, nher havin|^ 
inflamed themselves with high eating. This 
custom still prevails in Italy, especially in Na- 
ples, where tbeyv drink very few liquors, not 
eo much as wate^ that have not tain in fresco, 
and eyeiy limdy irom the higheih to die lowest 
makes use of tt; insomuch that a scarcity of 
snow would rabe a mutiny at Naples, as mncH 
as a dearth of corn or provisions in e bother 
country.. 

X In die t^ginal' the dishes are .shecifled, 
viz. oysters, the matrices of, sqws, ana a cer- 
tain sea skelhMhf j^r^kly like a hedge-hog. 


called echiiid^^ ia 


, . . . V Jfe? highest estimation 
among the t^omaii admHera , of Stable luxury ; 

numberte^ p^ssai^s it* theclas- 
ar own the honour to 

^n.wUh ibey fetched 

, v^ich ; by Juve< 

so wpll skills £ , of gow 

whe- 

ciihe' from not: 


thoughts I do say so; for how agree- 
ably should we have spent the even- 
ing, in laughing, trifling, and deep 
speculation! You may sup, I con- 
fess, at many places more splendidly; 
but you can be treated no where, be- 
lieve me, with more unconstrained 
cheerfulness, simplicity, and free- 
dom : only nit^kc the experiment : 
and if you do not ever afterwards 
prefer my table to any other, never 
favour me with your company again. 
Farewell. 

LETTER 


t To Erucius. 

I conceived an affection for my 
friend Pompeius Saturn ius, and ad- 
mired his genius, even long before I 
knew the extensive variety of his ta- 
lents : but he has now taken full and 
unreserved possession of my whole 
heart. I have heard him in the un- 
premeditated, as well as studied 
speech, plead with no Jess warmth 
and oiH*rgy, than grace and elo- 
quence, lie abounds with just re- 
jections ; lus periods arc graceful and 
majestic; his words harmonious, and 
stamped with the authority ol genu- 
ine antiquity. These united quali- 
ties infinitely delight you, not only 
when you are carried along, if 1 may 
so say, with the resistless flow of his 
charming and cmphatical elocution ; 
but when considered distinct and 
apart from the advantage. I am 
persuaded you will be of this opi- 
nion when you peruse his orations, 
and will not hesitate to place him 
in the same rank with the ancients, 
whom he so liappily imitates. But 
you will view him with still higher 
pleasure in the character of an histo- 
rian, where his style is at once con- 
cise and dbar, smooth and sublime ; 
and the same energy of expression, 
though with more closeness, runs 
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through his harangues, which so emi- him our applause, but to receive him 
iicntly distinguishes and adorns his into our friendship. Farewell, 
pleadings. But these arc not all his 
excellences; he has composed several 

poetical pieces in the manner of my LETTER VI. 

favourite Calvus and Catullus. What 

strokes of wit, what sweetness of To Cornelius Tacitus, 

numbers, wliat pointed satiie, and 

whnt touches of the ^c.ider passion I have frequent debates with a 
apjK-ar in his versos! in the midst of learned and judicious persuii of my 
which lu-‘ sonioume^ designedly fJls acquaintance, who admires nothing 
into an a<rn * bio nogl’oer In his so much in the eloquence of the bar 
ine(r<\ ji imifition too c i .ose ad- as conciseness. I agree with him, 
nn; \)0 i?. rr d to me, the where the cause will admit of this 

oth , letters winch he as- manner, it may be properly enough 

;<!n»,‘d u-et-e • itteii by his wife. I pursued; but to irwist, t* at to omi^ 

d .'-s bearing Plautus or what is material to b , mentiomv’ or 
Tt ' h:( n jirose. 1 f they were that only slight)’* to touch up n those 
lady r (a he*, pi Tv. y afTiams), or points which shoe’ Jtrongly incul- 
bis *c)wn (wlijcli he absolutely de- cated, nrg e to the minds 

liics)^ cither way he deserves equal of the ..o .‘no* s ' dlbct to desert 

applause; whether for writing so jk>- the can- omt 'as undertaken. In 
Ijloly himself, or for having so highly many r a cor ions manner of ex- 

improved and refined the genius of * ssi gsves strength and weight 

Ins wife, wliom he married young » idt a.^, Avhich frequently make 

and uninstructed. Ilis works ,4 o| impress ions upon ^he mind, as iron 
never out of my hands; and wite '«« ipirn he solid bodies, rather by 
ther I sit down to write any lin:; ented strokes than" single blow, 
myself, or to revise what T '11 answer to thi he usually has re- 

r...idy written, or am in ad ti t course to author uks; and produces 
to amuse myself, I constaniiy take Lysias among the Grecians, and Ca- 
up this agreeable author ; and as of- to and the two Gracchi among our 
ten as I do so, he is still new. Let own countrymen, as instances in fa- 
me strongly recommend him to the vour of the concise style. In return,, 
same degree of inlirf /with you; 1 name Demosthenes, OEschynes,. 
nor be it any prejuo 10 his merit Ilisper^es, and many others, in op- 
that ho is a conte porary writer, position to Lysias ; while I confront 
Had he flourished in some distant Cato and the Gracchi, with Cjesar^ 
age, not only his works, but the very Follio, Ccelius, and above all Cicero, 
pictures and statues of him, would whose longest oration is generally es- 
have been passionately inquired af? teemed the best. It is in good corn- 
ier ; and shall we then, from a sorf positions, as in every thing else that 
of satiety, and merely because he is is Valuable ; the more there is of 
present among us, sulfer his talents them, the better. You may observe* 
to languish and fade away unhonour- in statues,, bass07relievos, pictures, 
ed and unadmired? It is surely a and the bodies of men, t^nd ev^n in 
very perverse and envious disposition, animals and trees, nothing is 
to look with indifference upon a man more graceful ma^itade, if it 
worthy of the highest approbation for is accompanied ". with proportion, 
no other reason but because we h^ve The same holds true in . pleading; 
it in our power to see him and to con- and even in a large vplume 

verse with him, and not only to give carries something^ of ’beauty and au- 
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thority in its very size* My antago 
nist, who is extremely dexterous at 
evading an argument, eludes all this, 
and much more which 1 usually urge 
to the same purpose, by insisting that 
those very persons, upon whose works 
I found my opinion^ made coiiaidera 
ble additions to their orations when 
they published them. This I deny ; 
and appeal to the harangues of num- 
berless orators ; particuiariy to those 
of Cicero for Murena and Vare- 
nus, where he seems to have given 
us little more than the general charge. 
Whence it appears, that many things 
which he enlarged upon at the time 
he delivered those orations, were re- 
trenched when he gave them to the 
public. The same excellent orator 
informs us, that, agreeably to the an- 
cient custom which allovycd only one 
counsel on a side, Clucutius had no 
other advocate but himself: and tells 
us farther, that he employed fouri 
whole days in defence of (;)ornelius : 
by which it plainly appears that those' 
orations which, when delivered at 
their full length, bad necessarily ta- 
ken up so much time at the bar, were 
greatly altered and abridged when he 
afterwards comprised them iii a sin- 
gle volume, though I must confess, 
indeed, a large one. But it is ob- 
jected, there is a great difterence be- 
tween good pleading and just com- 
position. This opinion, 1 acknow 


[book 

urhore we are sure they were never 
spoken at all : as for instance in 
the following passage from the ora- 
tion against Verres, — ''A certain 
mechanic — what's his name? Oh, I 
am obliged to you for helping me to 
it ; yes, I mean Polycletus.” It can- 
not then be denied, that the nearer 
approach a speaker makes to the 
rules of just composition, tlie more 
perfect he will be in his art; always 
supposing, however, that he has the 
necessary indulgence in point of 
time ; for if he be abridged of tliat, 
no imputation can Justly be fixed up- 
on the advocate, lliough certainly a 
very great one is charg(‘able upon tlit 
judge. The sense of the laivs is, I 
am surQ, on my side, which are by no 
means sparing of the orator’s tjme,; 
it is not brevity, but an enlarged 
scope, a .full attention to every thing 
material, which they recommend. 
And how is it possible for an advo- 
cate to acquit himself of tJiat duty, 
unless in the most insignificant 
causes, if he affects to be concise 1 
Let me add wiiat experience, that 
unerring guide, has taught me : it 
has fre(puently been my province to 
act both as an advocate and as a 
judge, as. I have often assisted as 
an assessor,* where I have ever feund 
the judgments of mankind are to be 
iuftuenced by different applications ; 
and that the slightest circumstances 


Vedge, has some, favonxeis, and lUoIten produce the most important 
may he true neyer\he\esa\ amper-Wnsec\uences. There is so vast a 


suaded (though I may perhaps be 
mistaken), that, as it is possible a 
pleading . may well received by. 
the audience, which has not merit 
enough tp recommend it to the 
reader, so a good oration cannot l)e 
a bad l^aading ; for the oration up- 
‘ ^ the 'Original 

'Of . iiie ;is(pcpch.^ that is’ toj 
Mpnoimicd. Ift is fat this rea-| 
in .nsSfey’" pf ’ the' .best 
^piis extant,, npidihetl^"’ expres- 


variety in the dispositions and un- 
derstandings of men, that they sel- 
dom agree in their opinions about 
any one point in debate before them ; 
or if they do, it is generally from the 
movement of different passions. Be- 
sides, as every man naturally favours 
his own discoveries, and when he 
hears ap argument made use of 
which had before occurred to him- 


im wrhich have the ait: of 

dfectwtfse'iJ^ftA Uws eTOn|™h*>bSi>„^ 


Praatbr .was assisted by ten assessors, 
..r ...L senators, and tlie rest 

le was obliged (o con* 
pronounced sentence. 
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self, will certainly embrace it as ex- 
tremely convincing, the orator there- 
fore should so adapt himself to his 
audience as to throw out something 
to every one of them, that he may 
receive and approve as his own pecu- 
liar thought. I remember when Ite- 
gulus and I were concerned together 
in a cause, he said to me, You seen>| 
to think it necessary to insist upon 
every point ; whereas I always take 
aim at my adversary’s throat, and 
there I closely press him, (’Tis 
true, he tenaciously holds whatever 
part he has once fixed upon : but the 
misfortune is, he is extremely apt to 
mistake the right place.) I answer- 
ed, It might possibly happen that 
what he took for what he cabled the 
throat, ‘ was in reality some other 
part, As for me, said I, who do not 
pretend to direct my aim with so 
much certainty, I attack every part, 
and push at every opening,* in short, 
to use a vulgar proverb, I leave no 
stone unturned. As in agriculture, 
it is not my vineyards, or my woods 
alone, but my fields also that I culti- 
vate ; and (to pursue the allusion) as 
I do not content myself with sowing 
those fields with only one kind of 
grain, but employ several diiferont 
sorts ; so in my pleadings at the bar, 

1 spread at large a variety of matter 
like so many different seeds, in order 
to reap from thence whatever may 
happen to hit: for the disposition of 
your judges is as prec’drious and'as 
little to he ascertained, as that of soils 
and seasons. I remember the comic 
writer Eupolis mentions it in praise 
of that excellent orator Pericles, that 


the poet here speaks ? To delight 
and to persuade requires time and a 
great compass of language ; and to 
leave a sting in the minds of his au- 
dience is an effect not to be expected 
from an orator who slightly pushes, 
but from him, and him only, who^ 
thrusts home and deep. Another 
comic poet,* speaking of the same 
orator, says, 


His words like Jove's own thuifder 

Greece licars and trembles to her inmost soul. 


On his lips persuasion hung', , 

And powerful reason rul'd his tongue: 
'I'hus b<* alone could boast the art, 

To charm at once and sling tlie heart. j 

But could Pericles, without the rich- 
est variety of expression, and merely 
by force of the concise or the rapid 
style, or both together (for they are 
extremely differont), have exerted 
that charm and that sting of which! 


But it is not the concise and tlic re- 
served, it is the copious, the majestic, 
and the sublime orator, who with the 
blaze and thunder of his eloquence 
hurries impetuously along, and bears 
down all before him. There is a 
just mean, I own, in every thing; 
but he equally dei'iates from that true 
mark, who falls short of it, as he 
who goes beyond it ; he who confines 
himself in too narrow a compass, as 
he who launches out with too great a 
latitude. Hence it is as common to 
hear our orators condemned for being 
too barren, as too luxuriant ; for not 
reaching, as well as for overflowing 
the bounds of their subject. Both, 
no doubt, are equally distant from the 
proper medium ; but with this differ- 
ence, however, that in the one the 
fault arises froih an excess, in the 
other from a deficiency; an error 
which if it be not a sign of a n\ore 
coTTect; yet is certainly of a more 
exalted genius. When I say tiiis, I 
would not be uhderstUod to approve 
that everlasting talkcrt mentioned in 
Homer, but that other} described in 
the following lines : 

Frequent and soft as falls the winter snow, 

Thus fi'Oin his lips the copious tiow. 



Not] 

of whom the poet Says, 

Few were his words, hut wonderflUyl 

, ** Aristophanes. 

t "i’bcrsitw, Iliad ii. 
t Ulysses, Iliad iii. v. 222. 

$ MenelaUs, ibid. 
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Yet if I were to choOae, I should 
clearly give the preference^ to the 
style resembling winter s^qw, that is, 
to the full and diffusive ; in short, to 
that pomp of eloquence which se^ms 
all heavenly and divine. But (His 
urged) the harangue of a more mo- 
derate length is most generally ad- 
mired. It is so, I confess ; but by 
whom ? By the indolent only ; and 
to iix the standard by the laziness 
aiid false delicacy of these would 
surely be the highest absurdity. 
Were you to consult persons of this 
cast, they would tell you, not only 
that it is best to say little, but that it 
is best to say nothing. — Thus, my 
friend, I have laid before you my sen- 
timents upon this subject, which 1 
shall readily abandon, if 1 find they 
are not agreeable to yo’urs. 'But if 
you should dissent from me, 1 beg 
you would communicate to me your 
reasons. For though I ought to yield 
in this case toyour more enlightened 
judgment, yet in a point of^uch 
consequenbe, I had rather 
my conviction frohi the force of argu- 
ment than authority. If you should 
be of my opinion' in this matter, a 
line or two from you in return, inti- 
mating your concurrence, will be 
sufficient to confirm me in the just- 
ness of my sentiments. On, tbe con- 
trary, if you think me mistaken, I 
beg you would give me your objec- 
tions at large. , Yet has, it not, thiqk 
you, something of the air of bribery, to 
ask only a short letter if you agree 
with me ; bat enjoin you the trouble 
of a very long one, if y ou are of a co^rj 
trary opinion ? Farewell. I 
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'rec'ell||;'*Seiry 'advantage- 
f^al herd; he iei^pbridlr^to all 


that was reported of him. He pos- 
sesses the utmost facility and copi- 
ousness of expression, and his un- 
premeditajted discourses have ail the 
propriety, and elegance of the most 
studied elaborate composition. 
He speaks the Greek language, or ra^- 
ther the genuine Attic. His exordi- 
ums are polite, easy, and harmoni- 
ous ; knd, when , occasion requires, 
solemn and majestic. He gives his 
audience liberty oall for any ques- 
tion they please, and sometimes even 
to name what side of it he shall take ; 
when immediately he rises up in all 
the graceful attitude of an orator, and 
enters at once into his subject with 
surprising fluency. His reflections 
arc soli^, and clothed in the choicest 
expressions, which present themselvqs 
to him with the utmost facility/ The 
ease and strength of liis most unpre- 
pared discourses plainly discover he 
ims been very conversant in the best 
authors, and much accustomed to 
compose himself. lie opens his sub- 
ject with great propriety ; his style 
is clear, his reasoning strong, his in- 
ferences just, and his figures graceful 
and sublime. In a word, he at once 
in^tucti^, entertains, and affects you, 
and each in so high, a degree, that 
you; airp at a loss to determine in 
which of .those talents he most ex- 
cels. His argujtnenta are formed in 
all the strength and conciseness of 
the strictest logic ; a point not very 
easy to attain even in studied com- 
positions. JFIis memory i?*.' so extra- 
ordinary^ that he will, repeat what he 
has before spoken extempote with- 
out losing a single word. This won- 
derful faculty he has acquired by 
great application and practice; for 
his whole time is ^ devpted to sub- 
jects of this nature, ,that he thinks 
and talks of . nothing else. Though 
hC is abOvn sixty-three years of age, 
he stilL cbodses to continue in this 
}than which, it must be 
oWhedi^none abounds with mpn^ of 
inpre wpHb, simplicity, and 
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ty. We, wild we conversant tn the 
real contentions of the bar, unavoid 
ably bpntraet a certain ^tfulness, 
however contrary to our natural tem^| 
pers ; but the business of the schools, 
as it turns merely upon matters of 
imagination, alTords an employment 
as innocent as it is agreeable; and 
it must, nxethinks, be particularly: 
so to those who are advanced in 
years; as nothing can be lOore desi.- 
rable at that period of life, than to 
enjoy those reasonable pleasures^ 
which are the most pleasing enter-i 
tainments of our youth. 1 look 
therefore upon Iseus,. not only as 
the most eloquent, but the most 
happy of men; as I shall .esteem 
you the most insensible if you ap* 
pear* to slight his acquaintance. Let 
me prevail with you then to corn^ to 
Rome, if npt '^upon my account, or 
any ot^r, at least for the ; pleasure 
of hearing this extraordiniry per-; 
son. Do you remember to* have^ 
read of a certain inhabitant' of the 
city of Cadiz, who was so struck 
with the illustrious character of 
Livy, that he travelled to ^ine on 
purpose to see that great genius ; 
and, as soon as he had satisiied ins 
curiosity, returned home a^^ain? A 
man must have a very inelegant, 
illiterate, and indolent (1 had almost 
said a very mean) turn of mind, not 
‘ to think whatever relates to a 
science so entertain) i%, so noble, 
and so polite, worthy' of his curio- 
sity. You will tell me, perhaps, 
you have authors in your owtt std- 
dy equally eloquent. I it; 

and those authors you may turn 
over at any time, but you cannot aJr 
ways have an opportunity of Rearing; 
Iseus. Besides, we are iatlinitely 
more a^ted mkh. what we hew> 
than what we readi; There is sottn^j 
thing in, the voice, the countenance^ 
the habit,* and the gesture of the 
; , '• ’I 'Ar4 

tTbe aacisnts Si^bt civiny.lhiSff tKatt^W 
cwnad ttn orator worthy of iMr oaamkm, 
to his very drew. 
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speaker, that Ctmcur in fixing an im- 
pression upon the mind, and gives 
this method of instruction greatly the 
advantage of any thing one can re- 
ceive from books; this at least was 
the opinion of ASschines, who having 
read to the Rhodians a speech of 
bemostheihes, which they loudly ap- 
plauded : “ But how,” said he, 

‘‘ Would you' have been affected, had 
you heard the orator himself thun- 
dering out this sublime harangue?*’ 
dSschihes, if we may believe De* 
mosthenes, had great dignity of ut- 
terance; yet, you see, he could not 
but confess it would have been a con- 
siderable advantage to the oration, if 
it had been pronounced by the author 
Inmself, in all the pomp and energy 
of hijs powerful elocution. What I 
aim at by this, is,*to persuade you to 
come and Imar Iseus; and let me 
agaiU entreat you to do so, if for no 
^ther reason, at least that you may 
have the pleasure tO say, you once 
heard him. Farewell. 


LETTER Vlir. 

To Ciminius, 

Hew is my friend employed? Is 
it in the pleasures of stu^y , or m 
those of the field ? Or does he unite 
both together, as he well may, on the 
ban^ of our mvourite Larius ?t The 
hsh in that noble lake will supply you 
with sp^t of that kind ; as the woods 
that surround it will afford you game ; 
while the solemnity of that seques- 
tered scene will at the same time dis- 
pose your mind to contemplation. 
Whether you are entertained with 
1^1, or apy of these agreeable mnuse- 
^meniB^ that I should say 1 ep- 

V jr you ; but, I must conless, I great- 

, 4* Now called Lego ^ is th> Milan- 

ths plsiee Fliay w«»' 

hoin^ and near to whK&<7a|Miii had' a eoua- 
^ hoi»e,^ was itoiad IM border of 
f^Wiaka. 

n 
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ly regret that I cannot partake of 
them too; a happiness I as earnestly 
long for, as a man in a fever does for 
drink to allay his thirsty or baths and 
fountains to assuage his heat. Shall | 
I never break loose (if I may not 
disentangle myself) irom these ties 
that thus closeh^ withhold mel I 
doubt, indeed^ never ; for new affairs 
are daily increasing, while yet the 
former remain unhnished ; such an 
endless train of business rises upOn 
4 ne, and rivets my chains still faster! 
Farewell, > I 


LETTER IX. 

To Priscus, 

As I know you gladly embrace 
every opportunity of obliging me, ' so 
there is no man to whom 1 had rather 
lay, myself under an obligation. I 
apply to you, therefore, preferably to 
any body else, for a favour which I 
am extremely desirous of oblaiiting* 
You, who are at the head df a very 
considerable army, have many oppor- 
tunities of exercising your generosi- 
ty ; and the length of time you have 
enjoyed that post, must have enabled 
you to provide for all your Own 
friends. I hope you will now turn 
your eyes upon some of mine : they 
are but a few indeed for whom I 
shall solicit you ; though your goner- 
. ous disposition, 1 know, would be 
better pleased if the number were 
greater. But it would ill become me 
to trbublo you with recommending 
more than one or two; at present I 
will only mention Voconius Rema* 
nus. great dis- 

tinctionj ipi gg the Roman knights ^ 
Ttni hp^nirin jinirj or, aa 1 might 
mo^prbj^rly call , him» second 
"|her (ife? his treatinont 

Yock^us emS^il| him to that ap<> 
was btBt 

IS, mother wakvhpe of the. 

0^ bpuaidsiabfo of Upper 
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Spain: you know what character the 
people of that province bear^ and 
now remarkable they are for the 
strictness of their manners. As for 
himself, he has been lately admitted 
into the sacred order of priesthood. 
Our friendship began with our stu- 
dies, and' we were early united in 
the closest intimacy. We lived to- 
gether under the same roof in town 
and country, as he shared with me 
my most serious and rny gayest hours : 
and where, indeed, could 1 have 
found a more faithful, friend, or more 
agreeable companion? In his con- 
versation, and even in his very voice 
and countenance, « there is the most 
amiable sweetness ; as at the bar ho 
discovers an elevated genius, an easy 
and harmonious elocution, a clear 
and penetrating apprehension. He 
has so happy a turn for epistolary 
writing,* that were, you to read his 
lettors,; you* would imagine they had 
been dictated by the Muses them- 
selves. . I love him with a more than 
common affection, and 1 know he re- 
turns it with equal ardour. Even in 
the earlier part of our lives, I warm- 
ly embraced every opportunity of do- 
ing him all the good offices which 
then lay in my power; as I have 
lately obtained for him of the empe- 
ror, t the privilege granted to those 
who have three children.} A favour 
which though Cajsar very rarely be- 
stows, and always with great caution, 
yet he Conferred, at my request, in 
such a manner as to give it the air 
and grace of being his own choice. 
The best way of showing that I think 
he dekerves^ the obligations he has 

, li a{]ipears from tliis and senne other pas- 
in these letter^, that the art of epistola- 
ly writing' Was by the Romans in 

the niuttl^r Cf liberal M polite accoxnpUsh- 
ypents. , ' (■* ' 

Triyan. . 

t By a law, passed A* V. 76S, it was enact- 
ed, tfiat Whatever dtiren of Rome had three' 
ebitdiNi^, alibutd. be excused from all trouble- 
soihe OTpas wlmre he lived. This privilege 
the eip^ror aometiines extended to those who 
Wci^ not legally entitled to it. 
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already teceived from me, is, fey 
adding more to them, especially as 
he always accepts my favours with so 
much gratitude as to merit farther.^ 
Thus I have given you a faithful ac- 
count of Romanus, and informed you 
how thoroughly I have experienced' 
his worth, and how much 1 love him. 
I^et me entreat you to honour hhn 
with your patronage in a way suita- 
ble to the generosity of your ' heart j 
and the eminence of your station.! 
But above all, admit him into a share | 
of your affection ; for though you 
were to confer upon, him the utmost 
you have Jn your power to bestow,' 
you can give him nothiug so valua- 
ble as your friendsliip. , That you 
may see he is worthy of it,# even to 
the* highest degree of intimacy, I 
have sent you this short sketch of 
his character. I should continue tnj 
intercessions in his behalf, but' that I 
am sure you do hot love to he' pteSjiH 
ed, and 1 have already repeated ttiem 
in every line of this letter i for to I 
show a just reason for what one asks, 
is to intercede in the strongest man^ 
ner. Farewell. 


LETTER X. 

To Cc^visius^ 

I never spent my time more agree» 
ably, I think, than I did lately with 
Spurinna. I am so much pleased 
with the uninterrupted ^gularlty of 
his, way- of life, that if ever I should 
arrive at old age, there is no man 
whom 1 W'ould sooner choose for my 
model, t look upon order in human 
aciions, especially at that advanced 
period, with Hie saih^. sort of pleasure 
as I behold the settled course of the 
heavenly bodies. In youth, uidee^^ 
there is a certain irregularity and agi- 
tation by no means unbecoming ; bjtt, 
in age, when business is unseasojac^, 
ble, and ambition indecent, all sh^it^d 
be calm and uniform. 'This tule 
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Spurinna religiously pursues through- 
out his whole conduct. Even in those 
transactions which one might call 
minute and inconsiderable did they 
hot occur every day, he observes a 
certain periodical season and method. 
The first part of the morning he de- 
votes to study ; at eight he dresses 
and walks about three miles, in which 
he enjoys at once contemplation and 
exercise. At his return, if he has 
any friends with him in his house, 
he enters upon some polite and use- 
ful topic of conversation ; if he is 
alone, somebody reads to him ; and 
sometimes too when he is not, if it is 
agreeable to his company. When 
this is over he reposes himself, and 
then again cither takes up a book, or 
falls into some discourse even more 
entertaining and instructive. He af- 
terwards takes the air in his chariot, 
either wkh his wife (who is a lady of 
uncommon merit) or with some 
foietid ; a happiness which lately was 
mine ! — How agreeable, how noble is 
the epjoyment of him in that hour, of 
privacj^ ! You would fancy you were 
hearing some worthy of ancient times, 
inflaming your brteast with the most 
heroic examples, and instructing your 
mind with the most exalted precepts ; 
which yet he delivers with so modest 
an air, that there is not the least ap- 
pearance of dictating in his conversa- 
tion. When he has thus taken a 
tour of about seven miles, he gets out 
of his chariot and walks a mile more, 
after which he returns home, and 
either reposes himself, or retires to 
his study. Ife has an excellent 
taste for poetry, and composes in 
the lyric mannUr, both in Greek and 
with great judgment. It is 
surprising what an ease and spirit 
of gayety runs through his verses, 
which the merit of the author ren- 
ders still more valpabfo. :.Wheii the 
baths are ready, ..which in winter is 
^ about three o’cloelc;^’ .and in summer 
about two, he undress^ himself ; 
land if thero hapi^s to be no wind, 
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be v^k8 fi>r flome time in thse san. 
A^Or this he plays a considler^e 
time at tennis ; for by this sort of ex- 
ercise too, he combats the eflfeots of 
old age* ’ When he has bathed, he 
throws himself upon his coach till 
sppper time,*^ and in the mean while 
iome agreeable and entertaining au- 
thor is read tQ him. In this, as in all 
the rest* his iViends are at full liberty 
to partake ; or to employ themtolves 
in any other manner more suitable to 
their taste. iTou sit down to an' ele- 
gant yet frugal repast, which is serv- 
ed up in pure and antique plate. He 
has likewise a complete equipage for 
his side-board^ in Obrinthian metal,t 
which is his pleasure, not his passion* 
At his table he is frequently enter-l 
tained with comedians, that;even his 
very amusements may be! seasoned] 
with good sense; and though ha con^ 
tinues there, even in sun^er». till the 
night is something advanced, yet .hel 
prolongs the feast with so much alfo-t 
bilHy and politeness, that none., of; 
his guests ever think it tedioiis. By 
this method of living be has preserv- 
ed all his senses entire, and his body 
active and vigorous to his seventy- 
oighth year, without discovering any 
appearance of old age, but the wis- 
dom. This is a sort of life which 1 
ardently aspire afrer ; as f purpose to 
enjoy it, when I. shall arrive at those 
years which will justify a retrearfroin 
business, In the mean while 1 ^ 
barrassed with a tliousatid adairs, in 
which Spurinna is at once my supr, 

^ f pdawpal. rwal ampi^ : Owl 

il; which aQ their fewts and 
usualty began it 

tiiair ?iihah; asi^weriiig preuy ne^ 

our thrae »«! ,<he ^temapa. - 

Bpaeiana, we sedfoM hot enter .upon the ex. 


port and 1 ^ example* .As long as it 
became him he entered into & the 
duties of public life. It was by pass- 
ing throqgb the various offices of the 
state, by; governing of provinces, and 
by indefatigable toil, that he merited 
the repose he now enjoys, I prt^se 
to myself, the same course and the 
same eUd ; and 1 give it to you un- 
der my hand that I do so. If an ill- 
timed ambition should carry me be- 
yond it, produce this letter against 
me, and condemn me to repose, 
whenever I xhn, enjoy it without 
being reproached with indolence. 
Farewell,, 




' Sh' 1 








, LETTER XL 
To JffispuHa* 

It ,ia not easy to determine whe- 
ther, my love ^ esteem were great- 
[er for that wise aiid excellent 
man. your father: but this is most 
Icertain, that in respect to his memo- 
ry ami your virtues, I have the ten- 
de^rest value for you. . Can I fail 
then to wish (as I shall by every 
means in < my power endeavour) that 
your son may copy the virtues of 
both his grandfathers, particularly 
his maternal? as indeed his father 
and his uncle , will furnish him also 
wii)!i very iliustribus examples. The 
surest mblfobd to train him. up in the 
Steps of iiie^ valuable men, is early 
" xldeasjCjn bis mind with polite learn- 
l&!^il|d;^usefol knowledge; and it is 
consequence from' whom 
^n^eives these instructions. Hkh^r- 
^■he Has had his education under 
and in house, where 
' * should ra- 

lelr! say to impressions. 

|Bqt he is to be sent 

.from to place 

him ' tilth sot^e professor of rhetoric ; 
,pf wlmse disbf^^^ and method, but 
of whose morals;, you may 
Amohg the many 


: ^ye, 



ateoiy. a,1 KyDNIf. 97 


.^i^dvatitages fbt urhich this amkUi^ 
youth is indebted to nature and for* 
tune, he has that of a most beauti- 
ful person: it is necessary, there- 
fore, in this loose and slippery agO, 
to hnd out one who will not only be 
his tutor, but his guardian and his 
..^uide. I will venture to recommend 
f^puiius Genitor to you under that 
l^jJ^haracter. I love him, I confess, 
extremely; but my affection does by 
no means prejudice my judgment; 
on the contrary it is, in truth, the 
effect of it. His behaviour is grave, 
and hjs morals irreproachable ; per- 
haps something too severe and rigid 
for the libertine manners of these 
times. His qualifications in his pro^ 
fessmn you may learn from many 
^ -others* for the art of eloquence, as 
it is open to idl the world, is soon 
discovered ;• hut the qualities of the 
heart lie more conceded,! and O)ut of 
the reach of common observation; 
and it is on that side 1 undertake to 
be answerable for my friend* Your 
son will hear nothing from this woir- 
thy man, but what will be for his, ad- 
vantage to know, nor learn any thing 
of which it would be happier he 
should be ignorant. He will repre- 
sent to him as often, and with as 
much zeal as you or I should, the 
virtues of his family, and what a glo- 
rious weight of . characters he has to 
support. You will not hesitate then 
to place him with a tutor wh<ke first 
care will be to form his manners, and 
afterwards to instruct him in elo- 
quence i an attaimnent ill acquired^ 
if with the neglect of mord iihprove- 
ments. Farewell 

s" I 

LETTER m 

To Prccvtlus^ 

You desire me to yourpoefns 
in tny tetitement, : nM to exi#ise 
whether they are fit pnblio view ; 
and after re^esdnginele tom eoi^ 


of my leisure hours fi^ont tay own 
studies to yours, you remind me that 
TuHy was remarkable for his gene- 
rous encouragement and patronage 
of poeticd geniuses. But you did 
not do me justice, if you supposed I 
wanted either entreaty dr example 
upon this occasion, who not only 
honour the Muses with the most 
religious regard, but have also the 
warmest friendship for yourself: I 
shall therefore do what you require, 
with as much pleasure as care. *1 
believe I may venture to declare be- 
fbrehand, that your performance is 
extremely beautiful, and ought by no 
means to be suppressed ; at least that 
was my opinion when I heard you 
recite it : if indeed your manner did 
not impose upon me: for the skill 
and harmony of* your elocution is 
certainly enchanting. 1 trust, how- 
ever, the charming cadence did not 
entirely overcome the force of my 
criticism ; it might possibly a little 
soften ftc severity, but could not to- 
tally,! imagine, disarm me of it. I 
think therefore I may now safely 
pronounce my opinion of your poems 
in general ; what they are in their 
several parts 1 shall judge when I 
read Uieih. 

LETTER XIH. 

. . IV Pabatui. 

r .YoU have long desired a visit from 
your grand-daughter*' and myself. 
Nothing, be assured, could be more 
agreeable to us both ; for we equdly 
wish to see you, and are determined 
to ^lay that pleasure no longer. 
Vot this purpose, our baggage is 
actually making ready, and we are 
hastening to yon with w the expedi- 
tion the roads wil| permit. We shall 
inop only ence, ithd that for a short 
time, intending to turn a litfie out 

• baiplisaiaa, 
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of way in order to go iato Tus-i 
oSany; not for the sake of looking 
, upon our estate and into our family I 
concerns, for that we could defer to 
another opportunity ; but to perform 
an indispensable duty. There is a 
town near my estate, called Tifet- 
num-upon-the-Tiber,* which put it-j 
self under niy patronage when I was 
yet a youth. ; These people enter ex- 
tremely into my interest, celebrate 
my arrival among them, express the 
greatest concern when I leave them, 
and, in short, give every proof of an 
aifection towards me, as strong as it 
is undeserved. That I may return 
their good offices (for what generous 
mind can bear to be excelled in acts 
of friendship?) I have built a temple 
in this place, at my own expense ; 
and as it is finished, it would be a sort 
of impiety to omit the dedication of 
it any longer. We design, therefore, 
to be there on tlie day that ceremony 
is to be performed^ and I have re-* 
solved to celebrate it with a grand 
feast. We may possibly continue 
there all the next day, but we shall 
make so much the more expedition 
upon the road. May we have the 
happiness to find you and your daugh- 
ter in good health ! as 1 am sure we 
shall in good spirits, if you see us 
safely arrived. Farewell. 


LETTER XIV. ; . Cj 
To Ckmens, ' *" j 

Regulus has lost his son, and it is! 
perhaps the only undeserved misfor-'j 
tunc which could have befallen him ;| 
for I much doubt whether he thinks 
it one; The, boy was of. a sprightly 
’but ambig^ipns he 

, jseemed capable eiibugh of steering 
.'■fight, ff ne could feave avoided split* 
his, father's >Re- 

' y fJtlw 'CUw di €aiteik»/ 
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gulus gave him his fVeedom,f in or- . 
der to entitle him to the estate left 
him by his mother; and when he 
got into possession of it, endeavour- 
ed (as the character of the man made 
it generally believed) to wheedle him 
out of it, by the most singular and in- 
decent complaisance. This perhaps 
you will scarce think credible ; but 
if you consider Regulus, you will 
not be long of that opinion. How- 
ever, he now expresses his concern 
for the loss of this youth in a most 
outrageous manner. The boy had 
a great number of little coach and 
saddle horses ; dogs of different sorts, 
together with parrots, blackbirds, and 
nightingales^ in abundance ; all these 
Regulu^ slcw'^ round the funeral pile 
of his son, in the ostentation of an 
affected grief. He Is visited* upon 
this occasion by a surprising number 
of people^ whe though they secretly 
detest and abhor him, yet are as assi- 
duous in their attendance upon him, 
as if they were influenced by a prin** 
ciple of real esteem and affection : 
or, to speak my sentiments in few 
words., they endeavour to recommend 
themselves to his favour by following 
his example. He has retired to his 
villa across the Tiber ; where he has 
covered a vast extent of ground with 
his porticos, and crowded all the shore 

i The Itotnans had au absolute power over 
their chUdrea, of which no age or station of 
the latter deprived them. 

t. This bird was much esteem^ among 
nice eaters, and was sold at a high price. 
Horace mentions, as an instance bf great ex- 
trt^vagance, two brothers who used to ,dme 
upon them ; 



- as. Sat. 3. 

* A noMe pair of brotlieie*?- 
Oa nighuimales oTltioMtrous purchase din’d. 

,, ' Francis. 


‘ & From an unaccountable notion that pre- 
vailed among the ^ancients, that the ghosU de- 
I lighted in bToU'd, it w*as customary to kill a 
great number - of beasts, and throw them op 
;uie funeral pile. In the more ignorant and 
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With his statues: for he blends pro^ 
"Idigality with covetousness, and vain- 
glory with infamy. By his continu- 
ing there, he lays his visitors under 
the great inconvenience of coming 
to him at this unwholesome season ; 
and he seems to consider the trouble 
they put themselves to, as a matter 
of consolation. He gives out, with 
his usual absurdity, that he designs 
to marry. You must expect, there- 
fore, to hear shortly of the wedding 
of a man oppressed with sorrow and 
years; that is, of one who marries 
both too soon and too late. Do you 
ask me why I conjecture thus? Cer- 
tainly, not because he affirms it him- 
self (for never was there so infamous 
a lip)* but because there is no doubt 
^hat itcgulus will do every thing he 
ought* not. Farewell. 

LETTER XV. 


To Anfomms* 

That you have twice enjoyed the 
dignity of consul, with a conduct 
equal to that of our most illustrious 
ancestors; that few (your modesty 
will not suffer me to say none) ever 
have, or ever will come up to the in- 
tegrity and wisdom of your Asiatic _ 
administration : that in virtue, in au-» 
thority, and even in years, you are 
the first of Romans ; these, most cer- 
tainly, pe shining and noble parts of 
your character ; nevertheless, I own 
it is in, your retired hours that I most 
admire you* To season the severity 
of business with the sprightliness of 
wit, and tp temper wisdom with po- 
liteness, is as difficult as it is great : 
yet these uncommon qualities you 
have most, happily united in those 
wonderful charms, which not only 
grace your converspion, but parti- 
cularly distinguish your writings. 
Your lips, like the venerable old 


man’s in Horner,^ drop honey, and 
one would imagine the bee had dif- 
fused her sweetness over ail you 
compose. These were the senti- 
ments I had when I lately read 
your Greek epigrams and satires. 
What elegance, what beauties shine 
in this collection 1 how sweetly the 
numbers flow, and how exactly 
they wrought up in the true spirit of 
the ancients ! What a vein of wit 
runs through every line, and how 
conformable is the whole to the rules 
of just criticism ! I fancied I had 
got in my hands Callimachus or He- 
siod ; or, if possible, some poet even 
superior to these ; though indeed 
neither of those authors excelled, as 
you have, in both those species of 
poetry. Is it possible, that a Roman 
can write Greek*' in so much perfec- 
tion? I protest I do not believe 
Athens herself can be more Attic. 
To own the truth, I cannot but envy 
Greece the honour of your prefer- 
ence. And since you can write 
thus elegantly in a foreign language, 
it is past conjecture what you could 
have performed in your own. Fare- 
welL 


LETTER XVI. 

To Naso, 

' A storm of hail, I am informed, 
has destroyed all the produce of 
my estate in Tuscany; whilst that 
vi^hich I have on the other side the 
Po, though it has proved extremely 
fruitful this season, yet from the ex- 
cessive cheapness of every thin^, 
turns to small account. Laurenli- 
num is the single possession \irhich 
yields me any advantage. I have 
nothing there, indeed, but a house 
and gardens; all the rest is barren 
sands; still, however, my best pro- 

* Experienc’d Nestor, in pemasion skill’d ; 

Words sweet as hO|tiey from bis Hps distilFd. 

Pop®. 



40 ELEGANT BRISTLES. [book i. 

iductiotis rise at Laurentinuni. 4 It is straeted with more safety and less' 
thete I cultivate, if not my lands, at expense than at home and under the 
least my mind, and form mjany a eye of their parents? ..ypon what 
composition. As in other 'pla^s I very easy terms might youV by a ge- 
can show you full barns, so there I neral contribution, procure proper 
can entertain you with good store of masters, if you would only apply to- 
the literary kind. Let me advise wards the raising a salary for them, 
you then, if you wish for a never- the extraordinary expense it costs 
failing revenw^ to purchase som^ you for your sons’ journeys, lodg- 
thing upon this contemplative coast, ings, and whatever else you pay for 
FarewelL ; upon account of their being abroad ; 

as pay, indeed, you must in such a 
case for every thing. Though 1 have 
* ' LETTER XVII. * no children myself, yet I shall will- 

ingly contribute to a design so be- 
To Comelius Tacitus. neficial to (what I look upon as a 

child or parent) my country and 
I rejoicethat youare safely arrived therefore I wUl advance a third part 
in Rome ; for though I am always de- you shall think proper to 

sirous to see you, I am more particu- for this puriwse. I would tkke. 
larly so now. I purpose to continue “Pon myself the whole expense, were 
a few days Imiger at my house at I “ot apprehensive that my benefac- 
Tusculum, in order to finish a work *'on might hereafter be abused and 
which I have upon ray hands. Tor perverted to iwivate ends; as I have 
I am afraid, should I put a stop to observed^ to be the ewe in several 
this design now that it is so nearly Pleoes where public foundations of 
completed, I shall find it difficult to *his nature have been established, 
resume it. In the mean while, that The single means to prevent this 
I may lose no time, I send this let- *»*schief is, to leave the choice of 
ter before me, to request a favour of roasters entirely in the bre^t of 
you, which I hope shortly to ask in parents. Who will be so much the 
person. But before I inform you ®arefiij *0 determine proper y, 

what my request is. I must let you “ they shall be obl^ed to share the 
into the occasion of it. Being late- expense of maintaining them. For 
ly at Comum, the place of my nati- though they may be careless m dis- 
vity, a young lad, son to one of my posing of another’s bounty, they wiU 
neighlKiurs, made me a visit I ask- certainly be cautious how they apply 
ed him virhether he studied oratory, Jbeir own j and will see that none 
and where? He told me he did, and tho^ who deserve it shall receive 
at Me4iolanum.* And why not when they must at the 

here ? Because (said his father, who time recqjye theirs too. Let 
camewWii him) we have no masters. .*oy ox^^oplo ?bon encourage you to 
*‘No! (said I,), surely it nearly con- heartily .in this useful design ; 

ccriis you who arte fathers (and very assured the greater the sura 

opj>ortunely' several of the coi(npany ^^^y shall a^unt to, the more 
were so) that yodr souS should re* agreeable it .will be to me; You can 
Ceiye their! education hete; rather ^^dertake nothing that will be more 
Many where vew» Wor where advantageous to your children, nor 
j^vplac^d ;.moro ragfeeaW acceptable to your country, 

ueir ^ hey will by this means receive their 

’ , V' / education wheye they receive their 

* MOse. hirUi^ and be accostomed from their 
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* infancy to inhabit and affect their din 

viive soU. May you be able to procure 
professors such distinguished abili** 
ties, that the neighbouring towns shall 
be glad to draw their learning from 
hence; and as you now send your 
children to foreigners for education, 
may foreigners in their turn flock 
hither for their instruction.** 

I thought proper thus to lay open 
to you the rise of this aflair, that you 
might be the more sensible how 
agreeable it will bo to me, if you uD'* 
dertake the office I request. I euf 
treat you, therefore^ with all the ear-' 
nestuess a matter of so much impor- 
tance deserves, to look out, amongst 
the great numbers of men of letters 
which the reputation of youi; genius 
brings lo you, proper p^sous to whom 
we may apply for this purpose; but 
without entering into any agreement 
with them on my part. For 1 would 
leave it entirely free to the parente to 
judge and choose as they shall see 
proper : all the share 1 pretend ^ to 
claim is, that of contributing my caxe 
and my money. If, therefore, any 
one shall be found who thinks bini^ 
self qualihed for the undertaking, he 
may repair thither ; but without re- 
lying upon anything but his merit. 
Farewell. 


LETTER XVIII. 

To Vfderm$ Pmlinus, 

Rejoice with me, my friend, not 
only upon my account, but your own, 
and that of the public ; for eloquence 
is still held in honour. Being lately 
engaged to plead in a cause before 
the Centumviri, the. crowd was ^ so 
great that I could not get to my place, 
but in passing by the tribunal where 
the judges sat. And I have this 
pleasing circumstance taa4d fardier, 
that a young nobleman, heaving lost, 
his robe in the press, stooddn his vest 
to bear me for seven honrs together % 
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for BO long I wee speaking; and with 
a success equal to my great fatigue. 
Come on then, my friend, and let us 
earnestly pursue our studies, nor 
screen our own indolence under pre- 
tence of that of the public. Never, 
we may rest assured, will there be 
wanting hearers and readers, so long 
as we can supply them with orators 
and authors worthy of their attention. 
Farewell. 


LETTER XIX. 

To Hispulh. 

I As you are an exemplary instance 
jof s tender regard to your family in 
general, and to your late excellent 
brother in particular, whose affection 
you returned with an equal warmth 
of sentiment; and have not only 
shown the kindness of an aunt, but 
sup|>lied the loss of a tender parent 
to his daughter,* you will hear, I am 
well persuaded, with infinite pleasure, 
that she behaves worthy of her father, 
her grandfather, and yourself She 
possesses an excellent understanding, 
together with a consummate pru- 
dence, and gives the strongest testi- 
mony of the purity of her heart by 
her fondness of me. Her affection 
to me has given her a turn to books; 
and my compositions, which she 
takes a pleasure in reading, and 
even getting by heart, are continu- 
ally in her Wids. How full of ten- 
der solicitude is., she when 1 am en- 
tering upon any cause ! How kindly 
does she rejoice with me, when it is 
over ! While I am pleading, she 
peaces persons to inform her from 
time to time how I am heard, what 
applauses I receive, and what sucOess 
attends the cause. When at any 
tiine I recite my works, she conceals 
herself behind some curtain, and wi^ 
seqret rapture enjoys my praises. 

* whe. 
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She sings my verses to her lyre, with tend yon with all the advantages poa- 
no other master but love, the best in- sible; and my next, to supply you 
structer for her guide. Prom these your return with others, /which you 
happy circumstances 1 draw my most may not think undeserving to be 
assured hopes, that the harmony be- added to them ; for 1 can have no 
tween us will increase with our days, stronger encouragement to enter up- 
and be as lasting as our lives.^ For on some new work, than being as- 
it is not my youth or my person, which sured of finding a reader of your 
time gradually impairs ; it is my re- taste and discernment. Farewell, 
putation and my glory of which she 
is enamoured. But. what less could 

be expected from ono who was train- LETTER XXI. 

od by your hands, and formed by 

your instructions; who was early far „ To Licinius. 

miliarized under your roof^with all 

that is worthy ,^and amiable, ^^nd was I have brought you as a present 
first taught to conceive an adection out of the country, a query which 
for me, by the advantageous colours well deserves the consideration of 
in which you were pleased to rej^e- your esitensive erudition. There is 
sent me ? And as yoU revered my airing which rises in a neighbour- 
mother with all the respect due even ing .mountain, and running among 
to a parent, so you kindly directed the rocks is received into a little ban- 
and encouraged my infancy, pre- queting-room, from whence, after be- 
saging of me from that early period ing detained a short time, it falls in- 
all that my wife now fondly imagines to the Larian lake. The nature of 
I really am. Accept therefore of our this spring is extremely surprising : 
mutual thanks, that you have thus, as it ebbs and flows regularly three 
it were designedly, formed us for times a day. This increase and de- 
each other* Farewell. crease is plainly visible, and very en- 

tertaining to observe. You sit down 
by the side of the fountain, and whilst 
LETTER XX. you are taking a repast, and drinking 

its water, which is extremely cool, 
To Nepos* you see it gradually rise and fall. If 

you place a ring, or any thing else 
The request you make me to supeV- at the bottom when it is dry, the 
visethe correction of my works, which stream reaches it by degrees till it 
you have taken the pains to collect, is entirely covered, and theii again 
1 shall most willingly coinply with; gently retires from it; and this you 
as indeed there is nothing I ought to mky see it do for three times succes- 
do with more readiness, especially at sively. Shall we say, that some se- 
your instance. When a man of such cret current of air estops and opens 
dignity, learning, and eloquence, the fountain-head, as it advances to 
deeply engaged in business,, and' en- or tfecedes from it; as we see in bet- 
tering upon the important; govern- ties and other ^a^sels of that nature, 
ment of a province, has sb good an where there is not a free and open 
ojnnionof my wprks kk to think them passage, though you turn their necks 
worth taking, with kim, how am I downwards, y^t the outward air ob- 
bbliged to endeav^^r tlikt ttis pa^t strUc^faig^ t^^ vent, they discharge 
gjT his ^ggage may not an use- their, contents as it were by starts ? 
I^l^bartas^enii Oare Or may it not be accounted for upon 

Plire shall be, t)fat:tfany may ai>-{the same principle as the flux and re- 
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flux of the Bea? or, as those rivers, 
'^Vhich discharge themselves into the 
sea, meeting with contrary winds and 
the swell of the ocean, are forced 
back in their channels ; so may there 
not be something that checks *this 
fountain, for a time, in its progress ? 
or is there rather a certain reservoir 
that contains these waters in the bow- 
els of the earth, which while it is re- 
cruiting Its dischar^is, the stream 
flows more slowly and in less quanti- 
ty, but when it has "collected its due 
measure, it runs again into its usual 
strength and fulness? or lastly, is 
there not I know not what kind of 
subterraneous poise, that throws up 
the water when the fountain is dry, 
and repels it when it is full % You, 
who are so well qualified for the in- 
quiry,* will examine the reasons of 
this wonderful appearance it Will 
be sufficient for me if X have given 
you a clear description of it, Fare* 
well. . 


LETTER XXIL 
To Capito. 

You are not singular in the ad- 
vice you give me to undertake the 
writing of history '; it is a work Which 
has been frequently pressed upon me 
by several others of niy friends ; and 
what I have some thpughts of en- 
gaging in. Not that I have any con- 
fidence of succeeding in this way ; 
that would be too rashly presuming 
upon the success of an experiment 
which I have never yet made; but 
because it is a noble employment to 
rescue from oblivion those who; de- 
serve to be eternally remember^, 
and extend the reputation, of oth^^ 

* There are several of these Jperio^t^ 
fountains in difierent parts of the world; as 
we. have some in England.. E^-well near 
Torbay is mentionea in the Philosc^hlc^ar 
Transactions 104, p. 909 J to ebb 
flow several times every hour. ^ 
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at the same time that we advance 
our own. Nothing, I confess, so 
strongly affects me as the desire of a 
lasting name: a passion highly wor- 
thy of the human breast, especially 
of one who, not being conscious to 
himself of any ill, is not afraid of be- 
ing known to posterity. It is the 
continual subject therefore of my 
thoughts, 

By what fkir deed I too may raise my name :t 

for to that I moderate my wishes*; 
the rest, 

And gather round the World immortal fame, 

is much beyond my hopes : 

Though yet” J However, the 

first is sufficient, and history perhaps 
is the single means that can ensure 
it to raei Oratory and poetry, un- 
less carried to the highest ]x>int of 
eloquence, are talents but of small 
recommendation to those who pos- 
ses? them ; but history, howevet ex- 
ecuted, is always entertaining. Man- 
kind. are naturally inquisitive, and 
are so fond of having this turn gra- 
tified, that they will listen with atten- 
tion to the plainest matter of fact, 
and the most idle tale. But besides 
this, I have an example in my own 
family that inclihes me to engage in 
this study, my uncle and adoptive fa- 
ther having acquired great reputation 
as a very accurate, historian ; and the 
philosophers, you know, recommend 
it'^tq us to tread in the steps of our 
ancestors, when they havo gone be- 
fore u$ in the right path. If you ask 
me then, why I do not immediately 
enter u{>bn the task ? my reason is 
this; t have pleaded some very im- 
portant, causes, and (though 1 am not 

t Virgil. 1 Georg, sub. iuit, 

4 Part of a verse from the fifth ABneid, 
Where Mricstbeus, one of the competitors in 
the paval games, who was m some dimger 
of hoisg distanced, eyfapris his men to exert 
their uunost vigour to prevent such a dis- 
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mtrethelysftngoiiie in ihy hopes con- two petibtmftnees of such 

eerning them) I have deteirmiiied to dist&ict natures, which, as they a*® 
irevise my speeches, lest, fot want of both of the highest rank, necessari* 
this remaining labour, all the pains ly therefore require a separate atten- 
thcy cost me should be thrown away, tion ,* lest, confounded by a crowd of 
and they with their author be buried different ideas, I should introduce 
in oblivion; for with respect to pos- into the one' what is only proper to 
terity, the work th^waa never finish- the other. Therefore (to speak in 
ed was never begun. You will tliink, our language of the bar) I must beg 
perhaps, I might correct my plead- leave tlm cause may be adjourned 
ings and jwrite history at the same time longer. In the mean 

time, I wish indeed 1 were capable while, 1 refer it to your considera- 
of doing so; but they are both such tion from what period I shall corn- 
great undertakings, that either of mence my history. Shall 1 take it 
them is abundantly sufficient. I was up from those remote times which 
but nineteen when I first appeared have been treated of already by 
at the bar; and yet it is only now at others ? Jn this way, indeed, the 
last 1 understand (and that in tru^h materials wOl be ready prepared to 
but imperfectly) what is Essential to my hands, but the collating of the 
a complete orator. How ^en shall 1 several historians will be extremely 
be able to support /the weight of an troublesome; or shall 1 write only 
additional burthen t It is true in- of the present times, and those 
deed, history and oratory have in wherein no other author has gone 
many points a general resemblance; before met If so, 1 may probably 
yet in those very things in which they give offence to many, and please but 
seeih to agree, there are several cir- fow* -For, in an age so overrun with 
cumstances , wherein they differ, vice, yon Vill find infinitely more to 
Narration is common to them Wh, condemn than approve; yet your 
but it is a narration of a distinct prsdse, though ever so lavish, will be 
kind : the former contents itself fi^ thought too reserved ; and your cen- 
quently with low and vulgar facts; sbre^ though ever so cautious, too 
the iaUer requires every thing splen- profuse. ‘ However, this does not at all 
did, elevated, a,Q4 JOxtraordinar^ ; discourage me; for 1 want not suffi- 
strength and nerves are sujBlc|ent m cimtt resolution to bear testimony to 
rkut, but beauty und ornament are es- truth. 1 expect then that you pre- 
sential to this i the exc^lenpy of the pare the way which you have pointed 
one consists in a strong; severe, and out to nie, and determine what sub- 
close style. ; of the other, in a di^- ject « 1 shall fix upon for my history, 
Sive, dowing, and hiuihonious' n^air- that wh^ f am ready to hnter upon 

S I W short, the,:words, the Om- the task you have assigned I may 
, and the whole and strife- not be delayed by any new di^culty. 
lute of. the periods^ are, extremely Farewell. . 
didhrent in these two Utsj for, aa - 
Thucydi^^ n^eires, tbere;|s a wide^ * : : 

distance heii^hcompba^^ ^ ^ XXIII.. 

are cafoul^i^ for' ?' 

hsiain ' 

-% do, how much you 

polite arts, and what sa» 
to hiidiMfy. ^ou take in seeing young 

|pia' I Wx thn et^ of 

k?'. V; ' 
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their ancestors, t seize this earliest for I have a partiaiity to the i^e in 
-Opportunity of inibrming you, that I vrhioh I live, .and should rejoice to 
went to-day to hear Cdpurnius Pw find it not barren of merit. To 
read a poem he has composed upon a this ehd I ai^lently wish our young 
very bright and learned subject, enti** men of quality would not derive all 
tied the Constellations. His numbers,, their glory from the images of their 
which wereelegiac, were soft, fioWingj aheestors,* As for those which are 
and easy, at the same time that they placi^d in the house of these* excel- 
had all the sublimity suitable to such & letit youths, I now figure them to 
noble topic. He varied his style from myself as silently applauding and 
the lofty to the simple,: jfrom the close encouraging their pursuits, and (what 
to the copious, from the grave to the is a suiiictent degree of honour to 
florid, with equal genius and judg- them both) as owning and confessing 
ment. These beauties were extreme- them , to bo their kindred, Fare- 
ly heightened and recommended by well, 
a most harmonious voice, which a 

very becoming modesty rendered still . LETTER XXIV. 

more pleasing, A confusion and 

concern in the countenanc^i of a To Quintilian* 

speaker throws a grace upon all he 

utters; for there is a certain decent Though your desiree, I know, are 
timidity, which, I know not how, is ektremely moderate^ and the educar 
infinitely more engaging than the tion which your daughter has receiv- 
sured and self-sufficient air of conn- jg suitable to your character, and 
dence. I might mention several that of Tutilius her grandfather; 
other circumstances to his adyan- yet -as she is going to bo married 
tage, which ^ I am the more inclined to a person of so great distinction as 
to take notice of, as they are most Honius Qeler, whose station requires 
striking m a person of his ^e,^and a certain splendour of living, it will 
most uncommon m a youth of lOs necessary to consider the rank of 
quality; fiot not to enter into a fay*- her husband Jn^her clothes and equi- 
ther detail of his merit, I will only page ; circumstances which, though 
tell you, that when he had finphed they do not augment our real digni-^ 
his poem, I embraced him with the ty, yet certainly adorn and grace it. * 
utmost complacency V and bemgper- g^t as I am sensible your fortune is 
suadedthat nothing is a greater en- equal to the greatness of your 
couragement than applause. I ex- j eWni to myself a part in 

horted him to persevere m the pkths y^uy expense, and like another fa-^ 
he had entered, and to shine out to the young lady with 

posterity with the same glorious lus- thdimand sestcrces.t The sum 
tre which reflected ficro his ancestors that I am 

to himself I congratukted his ex-* Well smallness of the 

cellent mother, and his broker, who present is the only .consideration that 
gamed as much h^our by the geiter- can prepaid: with your modesty not to 
ous aifection he discovered upon this refu^ it , ' FarewelL 
occasion, as Calpuirnius>4id by ' hi« - . ,v ‘ > : 

eloquence, remarkable % qqnpem ! t bud nght of udo^ tkalty pie- 
he showed for ' hhn when W ' lietean ^ or 

to tecito h». po<!in, md 

pleawre w hjo . meceu. «»»>f ito 

go^’graiit>iae fir^qjsnt . 

givtaig^jKiawicscNint*:^ ; 
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LETTER XXV. and thia methdd will open your un- 

dcrstanding and improve your jud^- 
To Caljphurma* ^ meat. It may not be amiss, after 

you have read an author, in order to 
Tt is incredible how impatiently I »»ake yourself master of his subject 
wish for.' your return; such is the argument, from his reader to 

tenderness of my affection for you, it were, his rival, and st- 

and so unaccustomed am I to a sepa- ^^uipt something of your own in the 
ration! I lie awake the greatest part way ; and then make an im- 

of the night in thinking of you, and partial compari^n between your per- 
(to use a very common, but very true Ibrmance and his, in order to see in 
expressi6n)my feet carry me of their what point either you or he most 
own accord to your apartment at succeeded. It will be a mat- 

those hours I used to visit you ; but very pleasing congratulation 

not finding you there, I return with yourself, if you should find in 

as much sorrow and disappointment some things that you have tlie ad- 
as an excluded lover. The only in- vantage of him, as it will be a great 
termission my anxiety knows, is when mortification if he should rise above 
I am engaged at the bar, and in the yo'* ma all. You may sometimes 
causes of my friends; Judge how venture in these little essays to try 
wretched must his life be, whp finds your strength upon the most lining 
no repose but in business, no conso- passages of a distinguished author, 
lation but in a crowd. Farewell. The attempt, indeed, will be some- 
thing bold ; ;but as it is a contention 
which passes in secret, it cannot be 
LETTER XXVI. taxed with presumption. Not but 

that we have seen instances of per- 
To Tuscus. sons, who have publicly entered this 

sort of lists with great success, and 
You desire my sentiments con- while they did not despair of over- 
cerning the method of study you taking, have gloriously advanced be- 
should pursue in that retirement to those whom they thought it 
which you have long since with- sufficient honour to follow. After 
drawn. In the first place then, I you have thus finished a composition, 
look upon it as a very advantage- *^ay lay it aside, till it is no longer 
ous practice (and it is what matiy fresh in your memory, and then take 
recommend) to translate either from order to revise and correct 

Greek into Latin or from Latin into You will find several things to 
Greek. By this means you will fur- retain, but still more to reject ; you 
nish yourself with noble and proper will add a new thought here, and al- 
expressiohs, with variety of beautiful another there. It is a laborious 
figures, aud an ease tmd strength of ^ tedious task, I own, thus to re- 
style. Besides, by imitating the mbst fpflame the mind after the first heat 
appWed autliprs, you will fiiid your over, to recover an impulse when 
imagination heatiad, aud insenst- itsforce has been checked and spent; 
bly into a similar turn of thought, at ^ word, id interweave new parts 
the same ' tithe thht those things thd^xturedf a. composition with- 
Which you out , ,d jsfiirbing or confounding the 

a cummbu wa^ of rei^htg, hut the advantage at- 

iiclipb ^'jou ■ in i®®ldmg^thi!5 method will overbalance 

> , ' ; ■ the difficulty. 1 know the bent of 

* Hlfl , your ysrhsent attention is directed to- 
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wards the eloqaenoe of the bar but 
I would not for that reason advise 
you never .to quit the style of dispute 
and contention. As land is improved 
by sowing it with various seeds, so is 
the mind by exercising it with diflferr 
ent^tudies. I would recommend it 
to you, therefore, sometimes to single 
out a hue passage of history ; some- 
times to exercise yourself in the epis- 
tolary style, and sometimes the poeti- 
cal. For it frequently happens, that 
in pleading one has occasion to make 
use not only of historical, but even 
poetical descriptions ; as by the epis- 
tolary manner of writing you will ac- 
quire a close and easy expression. 
It will be extremely proper also to 
unbend your mind with •poetry| 
when I say so, I do not mean thaf 
species of it which turns upon sub- 
jects of great length (for that is fit 
only for persons of much leisure), 
but those little pieces of the epigram- 
matic kind, which serve as proper re- 
liefs to, and are consistent with em- 
ployments of every sort. They com- 
monly go under the title of Poetied 
Amusements ; but these amusements 
have sometimes gained as much re- 
putation to their authors, as works 
of a more serious nature. In this 
manner the greatest men, as well as 
the greatest orators, used either tpi 
exercise or amuse themselves, or ra^ 
ther indeed did both. It is surprising 
how much the mind is entertained 
and enlivened by these little poetical 
compositions, as they turn upon sub- 
jects of gallantry, satire, tenderness, 
politeness, and every thing, in short, 
that concerns life and the affairs of 
the world. Besides, the same ad- 
vantage attends these, as every other 
sort of poems, that we turn from them 
to prose with so mu6h the more plea- 
sure, after having experienced the 
difficulty of being constrained and 
fettered by nqmbers., And now, per- 
haps, 1 have troubled you upon this 
subject longer than you 'desired i 
however, there is one thing which I 


have omitted, > I have not told you 
what kind of authors you should 
read, though indeed that was suffi- 
ciently implied when I mentioned 
what subjects I would recommend 
fi)r your compositions. You will 
remember, that the most approved 
waiters of each sort are to be care- 
fully chosen ; for, as if has been well 
observed, though we should read 
much, we should not read many 
books.” Who those authors are is 
so clearly settled, and so generally 
known, that I need not point them 
out to you: besides, I have already 
extended this letter to such an immo- 
derate length, that I have interrupted, 
I fear, too long those studies I have 
i|^en recommending. I will liere^ 
resign you therefore to your papers, 
which you will' now' resume: and 
either pursue the studies you were 
before engaged in, or enter upon 
some of those which I have advised. 
Farewell, 


LETTER XXVII. 

To Romanus. 

Have you ever seen the source of 
the river Clitumnus?* as I never 
heard you mention it, I imagine not ; 
let me therefore advise you to do so 
immediately. It is but lately indeed 
I had that pleasure, and 1 condemn 
myself for not having seen it soon- 
er. At the foot of a little hill, cover- 
ed with venerable and shady cypress- 
trees, a spring issues out, which, 
gushing in different and unequal 
streams, forms itself, after several 
windings, into a spacious bason, so 
extremely clear that you may see the 

Now called Clitumno ; it rises a little be- 
low the village of Campello^iii Ombria. The 
inhabitants near this river stiU retain a notion 

t at its waters are attended with a superna- 
ral property, imagining it makes the cattle 
white that drink of itt a quality for which it 
is likewise celebrated: ^ many of the Latin 
poets. See Addtsoa*ji Travels. 
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pebbles and the little pieces of mo- 
ney which are thrown into it,* as 
they lie at the bottom. From thence 
It is carried off not so much by the 
declivity of the ground, as by its 
own strength and fulness. It is nar 
vigahle almost as soon as it has qait-| 
ted its source, and wide enough to 
admit a free passage for ire^els to 
pass by each other, as they sail with 
or against the stream. The current 
runs so Strong, though the ground is 
level, that the large barges which go 
down the river have no occasion to 
make use of their oars ; while those 
which ascend find it difficult to ad- 
tance, even with the assistance of 
oars and poles ; and this vicissitude 
of labour and ease is exceedingly 
amusing when one sails up and down 
merely for pleasure. The banks 
each side are shaded with the ver- 
dure of great numbers of ash and 
poplar trees, as clearly and distinct- 
ly seen in the stream, as if they were 
actually sunk in it. The water is 
cold as snow, and as white too. 
Near it stands an ancient and vene^ 
Table temple, wherein is placed the 
river-god Clitumnus, clothed in a 
robe whose immediate presence the 
prophetic oracles here delivered suffi- 
cienUy testify. Several little cha- 
pels are sca^ered round, dedicated 
to particular gods, distinguished by 


different names> und some of them 
too presiding over different fountain^. 
Fev, besides the principal one, which 
IS as it were the parent of all the 
rest, there ale several other lesser 
streams, which, taking their rise 
from various sources, lose themselves 
in the river : over which a bridge is 
built, th^ separates the sacred part 
from that which lies open to common 
use. Vessels are allowed to come 
above this bridge, but no person is 
permitted to swim except below it.f 
The ilispa]]ete3,| to whom Augus- 
tus gave this place, furnish a public 
bath, and likewise entertain all 
strangers at their own expense. Se- 
veral villas, attracted by the beauty 
of thistriver, are situated uppq its 
borders. In short, every object that 
presents itself will afford you en- 
tertainment. You may also amuse 
■yourself with numberless inscrip- 
tions, that are fixed upon the pillars 
and walls by different persons, cele- 
brating the virtues of the fountain, 
and thC} divinity that presides over it. 
'There are many of them you will 
greatly admire, as there are some 
thsit will make you laugh ; but I 
most correct myself when I say so : 
you : are too humane, I know, to 
lau^h upon such an occasion. Fare- 


* The heads of Considerable rivers, hot 
springs, large bodies standing water, 
were esteemed hol^ among the Romans, and 
caltivated with religious ceremonies. ** Mag* 
oorum fluminum,” says Seneca, capita re^l 
veremur ; subita et ex abdilo vasti amnis erbp- ! 
tio aras habet; coluntur atpiaram calentiumj 
fontes, et s^na queedam, vel opacitas, vql 
immensa altitude sacravit.*'* JGp. 41. It Was 
Gusiomaiy to throw little pieces of money into 
those fountains, lato, &x., wliich had tne re> 
putation of being sac^, as a mark of vene- 
ration for those places, and to render fhe pre- 
aidiog dpiitlCs propitionsi , Suetonius tnoMions 
this practice in the annual vows Which he 
1 the %inaa peopla mddb for the hehlth 


f# ^ We mwwenee tffh Heads of great rivsrt: the 
eraptioa of a larin^sttWun tVom^tha eaiUi 
ahars ; warm are. W^fhlpnad,\aiid 

pon^ am Mcml hnm tha»» «»at 

■ur their wsrkaws.* ' ' ^ 


LETTER XXVIII. 

To Miniiticmusl 

^ I beg you would excuse me this 
one day : Titinius Capito is to recite 
a performance of hih, and I know 
not whether it is most my inclina- 
tion or my duty to attend him. He 
is a . man df most amiable dispo- 
sition, 9^ jhstly to be numbered 

. I Tlie 0f a naked body was thought 
|o poHute.. fltese consecrated waters, . as iw- 
peafs fodm a passage jp Tacitus, 1. 14. aii» c. 


^ a passa^ jp Tacitus, 1. 14. an» c. : 
of a tpwn in Ombria, mm 
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among the brightest ornafnetits of 
our age ; he studiously cultivates the 
polite arts himself, and generously 
admires and encourages them in 
others. To several who have distin- 
guished themselves by their composi- 
tions, he has been the defence, the 
refuge, and the reward; as he af- 
fords a glorious model and example 
to all in general. In a word, he is 
the restorer and reformer of learning, 
now, {das 1 well nigh grown obsolete 
and decayed. His house is open to 
every man of genius who has any 
works to rehearse; and it is not 
there alone that he attends these as- 
semblies with the most obliging good 
nature. I am sure, at least, he never 
once excused himself from n^ine, if 
lie iiappened to be at Rome. I 
should therefore with a more than 
ordinary ill grace refuse to return 
him the same favour, as the occa- 
sion of doing it is peculiarly, glori- 
ous* Should not I think myself 
obliged to a man, who, if I were en- 
gaged in any la\V-suit, generously at- 
tended the cause in which I was in- 
terested I And am I less indebted, 
now that my whole care and busi- 
ness is of tlic literary kind, for his as- 
• siduity in nty concerns of this sort? 
A point which, if not the only, is 
however the principal instance where- 
in I can be obliged. But though I 
owed him no returii of this nature ; 
though I were not engaged to him 
by the reciprocal tie of the same good 
offices he has done me ; yet not only 
the beauty of his extensive genius, as 
polite as it is severely correct, but 
the dignity of his subject would 
strongly incite me to be of his audi- 
ence. He has written an account of 
the deaths of several illustrious per- 
sons, some of which were ipy parti- 
cular friends. It is a pious oMce 
then, it should seem, as I could not 
be present at their obsequies, to at- 
tend, at least, this (as t may call it) 
their funeral oration ; which, though 
a late, is, however, for that reason, a 
VoL. HI. Nor. 37 & 38. 
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more unsuspected tribute to their 
memories. Farewell. 


LETTER XXIX. 

To JFuscus, 

You desire to know in what man- 
ner I dispose of my time in my sum- 
mer villa at Tuscum. 1 rise just 
when I find myself in the humoUi^, 
though generally with the sun ; some- 
times indeed sooner, but seldom la- 
ter. When I am up, I continue to 
keep the shutters of my chamber 
windows closed, as darkness and si- 
lence wonderfully promote medita- 
tion. Thus free and abstracted 
from those outward objects Which 
dissipate attention, I am left to my 
own thoughts ; nor suffei^ my mind 
to wander with my eyes, but keep my 
eyes in subjection to m'y mind, which, 
when they are not distracted by a 
multiplicity of external objects, see 
nothing but what the imagination re- 
presents to them. If 1 have any 
composition upon iny hands, this is the 
time I choose to consider it, not dnly 
with respect to the general plan, but 
even the style and expression, which 
I settle and correct as if I Were actu- 
jally writing. In this manner I com- 
pose more or less as the subject is 
more or less difficult, and I find my- 
self able te retain it. Then I call 
my secretary, and, opening the shut- 
ters, 1 dictate to him what I have 
composed, after which I dismiss him 
for a little while, and then call him in 
again. About ten or eleven of the 
clock (for 1 do not observe one fixed 
hour), according as the weather 
proves, I either walk upon my ter- 
race, or in the covered portico, and 
there I continue to meditate or dic- 
tate What remains upon the subject 
in which I am engaged. Prom thence 
I get into my chariot^ where I em- 
pl(^' myself as tofpre, when I was 
walking or in myi|i|dy ; and find this 
% 
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changing of the scene preserves and 
enlivens my attention. At my re* 
turn home, I repose myself ; then I 
take a walk ; and after that, repeat 
aloud some Greek or Latin oration, 
not so much for the sake of strength- 
ening my elocution, as my digestion ; 
though indeed the voice at the same 
time finds its account in this prac- 
tice. Then I walk again, am anoint- 
ed, take my exercises, and go into 
the bath. At supper, if I have only 
my wife or a few friends with me, 
some author is read to us ; and after 
supper we are entertained either 
with music or an interlude. When 
that is finished, I take my walk with 
my family, in the number of which 1 
am not without some persons of lite- 
rature. Thus we pass our evenings 
in various conversation ; and the day, 
even when it is at the longest, steals 
away imperceptibly. Upon some oc- 
casions, I change the order in certain 
of the articles abovementioned. For 
instance, if I have studied longer or 
walked ihore than usual, after my se- 
cond sleep and reading an oration or 
two aloud, instead of using my cha- 
riot I get on horseback ; by which 
means 1 take as much exercise and 
lose less time. The visits of my 
friends from the neighbouring vil- 
lages claim some part of the day ; and 
sometimes, by an agreeable interrup- 
tion, they come in very seasonably to 
relieve me when 1 am fatigued. I 
now and then amuse myself with 
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sporting, but always take my tablets 
into the field, that though 1 should 
not meet with game, I may at least 
bring home something. Part of my 
time too (though not so much as they 
desire) is allotted to my tenants ; and 
I find their rustic complaints give a 
zest to my studies and engagements 
of the politer kind. Farewell. 


LETTER XXX, 

2\> JFlusa/s, 

You are much pleased, I find, with 
the account I gave you in ray former 
letter, of the manner in which I spend 
the summer season at Tuscuin ; and 
desire (b know what alteration flnakc 
in my method, when I am at Laurcii- 
tinum in the winter. None at all, ex- 
cept abridging myself of my sleep at 
noon, and employing part of the night 
in study : and if any cause requires 
my attendance at Rome (which 'in 
winter very frequently happens), in- 
stead of having interludes or music 
after supper, I meditate upon what 1 
have dictated, and by often revising it 
in my own mind, fix it in rny memo- 
ry. Tlius I have given you my 
scheme of life in summer and win- 
ter; to which you may add the inter- 
mediate seasons of spring and au- 
tumn. As at those times I lose no- 
thing of the day, so I study but little 
in the night. Farewell. 
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LETTER, I. I 

QuefM Anne JBultcn to King Henry, 
Sir, 

Your grace’s displeasure and my 
imprisonment are things so strange 
unto rnc, as what to write, or what to 
€>.xcuse, I am altogetlier ignorant. 
Wlicrcas you send unto me (willing 
me to confess a truth, and so obtain 
your favour) by such an one whom 
you know to be mine ancient pro- 
fessed enemy, I no sooner received 
this message by him, than I rightly 
conceived your meaning ; and if, as 
you say, confessing a truth, indeed, 
may procure my safety, I shall, with 
all willingness and duty, perform your 
command. 

But let not your ..^ace ever ima- 
gine, that your poor wife will ever be 
brought to acknowledge a fault, where 
not so much as a thought thereof pre- 
ceded. And, to speak a truth, never 
prince had wife more loyal in all du- 
ty, and in all true affection, than you 
have ever found in Anne Bullen; 
with which name and place I could 
willingly have contented myself, if 
God and your grace’s pleasure had 
been so pleased. Neither did I at 
any time so far forget myself in my 
exaltation, or received queenship, 
but that I always looked for such] 


an alteration as now I fiml; for th<? 
ground of my preferment being on no 
surer foundation than your grace’s 
fancy, the least alteration, I know, 
was fit and sufficient to draw that 
fancy to some other subject. You 
have chosen me from a low estate to 
be your queen and companion, far be- 
yond my desert and desire. If then 
you found me worthy of such honour, 
good your grace let not any light fan- 
cy, or bad counsel of mine enemies, 
withdraw your princely favour from 
me ; neither let that stain, that un- 
worthy stain, of a disloyal heart to- 
wards your good grace, ever cast st) 
foul a blot on ybur most dutiful wife, 
and the infant princess, your daugh- 
ter. Try rnc, good king, but let me 
have a lawful trial ; and let not my 
sworn enemies sit as my accusers and 
judges; yea, let me receive an open 
trial (for my truth shall fear no open 
shame); then shall you see cither 
I mine innocence cleared, your suspi- 
cion and conscience satisfied, the ig- 
nominy and slander of the vrorKl 
stopped, or my guilt openly declared, 
i So that whatsoever God or you may 
I determine of me, your grace may bo 
freed from an op^n censure, and 
; mme offence l>eing ^ lawfully proved, 
lyour grace is at liberty, both before 
(^odr^and man, not only to execute 
worthy punishment on me, as an un- 
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lawful wife, but to follow your affec- 
tion, already settled on that party, for 
whose sake 1 am now as I am, whose 
name I could some good while since 
have pointed unto your grace, being, 
not ignorant of my suspicion therein. 
JBut if you have already determined 
of me, and that not only my death, 
but an infamous slander must bring 
you the enjoying of your desired hap- 
piness, then I desire of God that he 
will pardon your great sin therein, 
and likewise mine enemies the in- 
struments thereof : and that he will 
not call you to a strict account for 
your unprincely and cruel usage of 
me, at his general judgment-seat, 
where both you and myself must 
shortly appear, and in whose judg- 
ment, I doubt not (whatsoever the 
world may think of me), mine inno- 
cence shall be openly known and 
sufficiently cleared. My last and on- 
ly request shall be, that myself may 
only bear the burthen of your grace’s 
displcashre, and that it may not touch 
the innocent souls of those poor gen- 
tlemen, who, as I understand, arc 
likewise in strait imprisonment for 
iny sake. If ever I found favour in 
your sight, if ever the name of Anne 
B alien hath been pleasing in your 
ears, then let me obtain this request; 
and I will so leave to trouble your 
grace any farther, with my earnest 
prayers to the Trinity to have your 
grace in his good keeping, and to 
direct you in all your actions. From 
my doleful prison in the Tower, the 
6th of May. Your most loyal and 
ever &ithful wife. 


LETTER II. 

A I^Unr from JLady More tp Mr. 
; iS&iicr^ory CromioeK 

Right honourable aud my especial 
uiaster in tay most 

IptuMe tvisd 1 te^ommeud hie unto 
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your good mastership, acknowledg- 
ing myself to be most deeply bound 
to your good mastership for your 
manifold goodness and loving favour, 
both before this time and yet daily, 
now also shown towards my poor 
husband and me, I pray Almighty 
God continue your goodness so still, 
for thereupon hangeth the greatest 
part of my poor husband’s comfort 
and mine. The cause of my writing 
at this time is to certify your especial 
good mastership of my great and ex- 
treme necessity ; which, on and be- 
sides the charge of mine own house, 
do pay weekly fifteen shillings for 
the board wages of my poor husband 
and his servant ; for the maintaining 
whereof I have been compelled, of 
very necessity, to sell part of my ap- 
parel, for lack of other substance 
to make money of. Wherefore my 
most humble petition and suit to your 
mastership at this time is, to desire 
your mastership’s favourable advice 
and counsel, whether I may be so 
bold to attend upon the king’s most 
gracious highness. I trust there is 
no doubt in the cause of my impedi- 
ment; for the young man being a 
ploughman, had been diseased with 
the ague by the space of three years 
before that he departed. And be- 
sides this, it is now five weeks since 
he departed, and no other person dis- 
eased in the house since that time ; 
wherefore I most humbly beseech 
your especial good mastership (as 
ray only trust is, and else know not 
what to do, but utterly in this world 
to be undone) for the love of God to 
consider the premises, and thereupon, 
of your most abundant goodness, to 
show your most favourable help to 
the comforting of my poor husband 
and me, in this our great heaviness, 
extreme age, and necessity. And 
thus we and all ours shall daily, 
during our lives, pray to God for the 
prosperous success of your right ho- 
nourable dignity. By your poor con- 
tinual oratrix. 
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LETTER III. 

Lady Stafford to Mr* Secretary 
CromwcU, 

Master Secretary, after my poor 
recommendations, which are little to 
be regarded of me that am a poof 
banished creature, this shall be to 
desire you to be good to my poor 
husband and to me. I am sure it is 
not unknown to you the high dis- 
pleasure that both he and 1 have 
both of the king’s highness and the 
queen’s grace, by the reason of our 
marriage without their knowledge, 
wherein we both do yield ourselves 
faulty, and do acknowledge tjiat we 
did not well to bo so hasty or so bold 
without their knowledge. But one 
thing, good master secretary, consi- 
der, that he was young, and love over- 
came reason ; and for my part, I saw 
so much honesty in him that I loved 
him as well as he did me, and was in 
bondage, and glad I was to be at li- 
berty : so that for my part, I saw that j 
all the world did set so little by me, j 
and he so much, that I thought J 
could take no better way but to t^ke 
* him and to forsake all other ways, 
and live a poor honest life with him ; 
and so T do put no doubts but we 
should, if we might once be so happy 
to recover the king’s gracious favour 
and the queen’s. For well I might 
have had a greater man of birth,, and 
a higher ; but I assure you I could 
never have had one that should have 
loved me so well, nor a more honest 
man. And besides that, he is both 
come of an ancient stock, and again 
as meet (if it was his grace’s plea- 
sure) to do the king service as any 
young gentleman in his court. There- 
fore, good master secretary, this shall 
be iny suit to you, that for the love 
that well I know you do bear to all 
iny blood, though for my part I have 
not deserved it but little, by the rea- 
son of my vile conditions, to put 
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my husband to the king’s grace, that 
he may do his duty as all other gen- 
tlemen do. And, good master secre- 
tary, sue for us to the king*s high- 
ness, and beseech his highness, which 
ever was wont to take pity, to have 
pity on us : and that it would please 
his grace of his goodness, to speak to 
the queen’s grace for us ; for as far 
as I can perceive, her grace is so 
highly displeased with us both, that 
without the king be so good lord to 
us as to withdraw his rigour and sue 
for us, we are never like to recover 
her grace’s favour, which is too heavy 
to bear. And seeing there is no re- 
medy, for God’s sake help us, for wc 
have been now a quarter of a year 
married, I thank God, and too late 
now to call that again', wherefore 
there is the more need to help. But 
if I were at my liberty, and might 
choose, I assure you, master secreta- 
ry, for my little time, I have tried so 
much honesty to be in him, that I 
would rather beg ray bread with him 
than to be the greatest queen chris- 
tened; and I believe verily he is in 
the same case with me, for I believe 
verily he would not forsake me to be 
a king; therefore, good master se- 
cretary, being we are so well to- 
gether, and do intend to live so lio 
nest a life, though it be but poor, 
show part of your goodness to ns, as 
well as you do to all the world be- 
sides; for I promise you ye have 
the name to help all them that have 
need ; and amongst all your suitors, 
1 dare be bold to say that you have 
no matter more to be pitied than 
ours; and therefore for God’s sake 
be good to us, for in you is all our 
trust ; and I beseech you, good mas- 
ter secretary, pray my lord my fa- 
ther, and my lady, to be good to us, 
and to let me have their blessings, 
and ray husband their good will, and 
t will never desire more of them. Al- 
so 1 pray you desire my lor4 of Nor- 
folkj and my lord , my brother to be 
good to us ; 1 dare not write to them^ 
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they are so cruel against us ; but if LETTER V. 

with any pain that I could take with 

my life, I might win their good wills, Lord ChanceUor Egerton to the Earl 
I promise you there is no child living of Essex, 

would venture more than I : and so 1 


pray you to report by me, and you 
sh^l find my writing true ; and in all 
points which I may please them in, 1 
shall be ready to obey theni nearest 
my husband, whom I am most bound 
to, to whom I most heartily beseech 
you to be good unto, which for my 
sake is a poor banished man, for an 
honest and a godly cause; and being 
that I have read in old books that 
some for as just causes have by kings 
and queens been pardoned by the suit 
of good folks, I trust it shall be our 
chance, through your good help, to 
come to the same, as knoweth the 
God who sondeth you health and 
heart’s case. Scribbled with her ill 
hand, who is your poor humble suitor 
always to command* 


LETTER IV. 


Earl of Essex to Quern Eliza^ 
beih. 

From a mind delighting in sorrow, 
fjfmn spirits wasted in passion, from a 
heart torn in pieces with care, grief, 
and travel, from a man that hateth 
himself and all things that keepeth 
him alive, what service can your ma^ 
jesty expect, isince your service past 
deserves no more than banishment 
or proscription in the cursedost of 
all other countries ? Nay, nay, it is 
your rebels* pride and success that 
must give me leave to ransom my 
life out of this hateful prison of my 
loathed body ; W'hich if it happen so, 
your majesty shaJd have no cause to 
mislike the fashton of ray death, since 
the course of my life could never 
please you. Your maiesty^s exiled 


It is often seen, that he that stands 
by seeth more than he that playeth 
the^ame; and, for the most part, 
eveVy one in his own cause standeih 
injiis own light, and seeth not so 
clearly as he should. Your lordship 
Kith dealt in other men’s causes, and" 
in great and weighty affairs, with 
great wisdom and judgment; now 
your own is in hand, you are not to 
contemn or refuse the advice of any 
that love you, how simple soever. In 
this order I rank myself among others 
that lo^e you, none more simple, and 
none that love you with more true 
and honest affection; which shall 
plead my excuse if you shall either 
mistake or mistrust my words or 
meaning. But, in your lordship’s 
honourable wisdom, I neither doubt 
nor suspect the one nor the other. I 
will not presume to advise you, but 
shoot my bolt and tell you what I 
think. The beginning and long con- 
tinuance of this so unseasonable dis- 
contentment you have seen and prov- 
ed, by which you aim at the end ; if * 
you hold still this course, which hi- 
therto you find to be worse and worse 
(and the longer you go the farther 
you go out of the way), there is little 
hope or likelihood the end will be 
better : you are not yet gone so far 
but that you may well retarn : the 
return is safe, but the progress is dan- 
gerous and desperate in this couree 
you hold. If you have any 
you do that for them which 
could never di»> for themselves. 
Your friends yoii leave to scorn and 
contempt : you forsake yourself and 
overthrow your fortunes, and ruin 
your honour and reputation: you 
give that comfort and courage to the 
foreign enemies, as greater they 
cannot have ; for what can be more 
welcoi&e, and pleasing news than to 
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''hear that her majesty and the realm 
are maimed of so unworthy a mem- 
ber, who hath so often and so valiant- 
ly quelled and daunted them ? You 
forsake your country when it hath 
most need of your counsel and aid ; 
and, lastly, you fail in your indisso- 
luble duty which you owe unto your 
most gracious sovereign, a duty im- 
posed upon you not by nature and 
policy only, but by the religious and 
sacred bond wherein the divine ma- 
jesty of Almighty God hath by the 
rule of Christianity obliged you. 

For the four first, your constant re- 
solution may perhaps move you to 
esteem them as light ; but being well 
weighed, they are not light, nor light- 
ly to be regarded. And for tiie four 
last, it may be that the clearness of 
your own conscience may seem to 
content yourself; but that is not 
enough ; for these duties stand not 
only in contemplation or inward me- 
ditation, and cannot be performed but 
by external actions, and where that 
faileth the substance also faileth. 
This being your present state and 
condition, what is to be done 1 What 
is the remedy, my good lord ? 1 lack 
judgment and wisdom to advise you, 
but I will never want an honest true 
heart to wish you well ; nor, being 
warranted by a good conscience, will 
fear to speak that 1 think. 1 have 
begun plainly, be not offended if I 
proceed so. Bene credit qui cedit 
te.mpori :* and Seneca saith, Ceden- 
dum est forUinm/t The medicine 
and remedy is not to contend and 
strive, but humbly to yield and sub- 
mit. Have you given cause, and ye 
take a scandal unto you? then all 
you can do is too little to make sa- 
tisfaction. Is cause of scandal given 
unto you ? Yet policy, duty, and re- 
ligion enforce you to sue, yield, and 
submit to our sovereign, between 
whom and you there can be no 
proportion of duty, where God tife^ 

He does well who yields to circumstances, 
t We must yield to fortune. 


quires it as a principal duty and care 
to liimself, and when it iq evident 
that great good may ensue of it to 
your friends, yourself, your country, 
and your sovereign, and extreme 
harm by tlie contrary. There can 
be no dishonour to yield ; but in de- 
nying, dishonour and impiety. The 
difficulty, my good lord, is to con- 
quer yourself, which is the height 
of true valour and fortitude, wherc- 
unto all your honourable actions 
have tended. Do it in this, and God 
will be pleased, her majesty (no 
doubt) well satisfied, your country 
wdll take good, and your friends com- 
fort by it ; and yourself (I mention 
you last, for that of all these you es- 
teem yourself least) shall receive ho- 
nour ; and your enemies (if you have 
any) shall be disappointed of their 
bitter sweet hope. 

I have delivered what I think sim- v 
ply and plainly : I leave you to de- 
termine according to your own wis- 
dom. If I have erred, it is error 
amorisy and not amor crrom.f Con- 
strue and accept it, I beseech you, as 
I meant it ; not as an advice, but as 
an opinion to bo allowed or cancel- 
led at your pleasure. If I might 
conveniently have conferred w'ith 
yourself in person, I would not have 
troubled you with** so many idle blots. 
Whatsoever you judge of this my 
opinion, yet be assured my desire is 
to further all good means that may 
tend to your lordship’s good. And 
so wishing you all happiness and ho- 
nour, I cease. Your lordship’s most 
ready and faithful, though unable 
poor friend. 

LETTER VI. 

The EarVs Anstoer. 

I 

V My very good lord, though there is 

t The error of love and not the love of er- 
ror. 
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•not that man this day living whom 
would sooner make judge of any 
question that might concern me than 
yourself; yet you must give me leave 
to tell you, that in some cases 1 must 
appeal from all earthly judges ; and 
if in any, then surely in this, when 
the higliest judge on earth hath im- 
posed upon me the heaviest punish* 
ment, without trial or hearing. Since 
then I must either answer your lord-j 
ship’s arguments, or else forsake mine ; 
own just defence, I will force minej 
aking head to do me service for an 
hour. 1 must first deny my discon- 
tentment (which was forced to be an 
humorous discontent) ; and in that 
it was unseasonable, or is so long 
continuing, your lordship should ra- 
ther condole with me than expostu- 
late; natural seasons are expected 
here below, but violent and unsea- 
sonable storms come from above ; 
there is no tempest to the passionate 
indignation of a prince, nor yet at 
any time so unseasonable as when it 
lighteth on those that might expect 
an harvest of their careful and pain- 
ful labours. lie that is once wound- 
ed must needs feel smart till his hurt 
be cured, or the part hurt become 
senseless. But cure 1 expect none, 
her majesty’s h6art being obdurate; 
and be without sense I cannot, being 
of flesh and blood. But you may say, 
I aim at the end ; I do more than 
aim, for I see an end of all my for- 
tunes, 1 have set an end to all my 
desires. In this course do I any 
thing for mine enemies? When I 
was present 1 found them absolute, 
and therefore I had rather they should 
triumph alone, than have me atten- 
dant upon their chariots. Or do I 
leave my friends? When I was a 
courtier I could sell them no^ fruit of 
my lovfej and now ih^l I am an her- 
mit, the^, shall W envy for their 
love to Or do 1 forsake myself, 
because I do no^ enjoy myself? Or 
overthrow my fortunes, because 
Ipoild not a fortune of paper walls, 
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which every puff of wind blowe^'tl/ 
down.,? Or do I ruinate mine ho- 
nour, because I leave following the 
pursuit, or wearing the false mark or 
the shadow of honour? Do I give 
courage or comfort to the enemies, 
because I neglect myself to encoun- 
ter them, or because I keep my heart 
from business, though I cannot keep 
my fortune from declining ? No, no, 
I give every one of those considera- 
tions his due right, and the more I 
weigh them, the more I find myself 
justified from offending in any of 
them. As for the two last objec- 
tions, that I forsake niy country 
when it hath most need of me, and 
fail in that indissoluble duty which 
I owe cto my sovereign ; I answer. 
That if my country had at this 
time any need of my public service, 
her majesty that governeth it would 
not have driven me to a private life, 
I am tied to my country by two bonds ; 
one public, to discharge carcftilly and 
industriously that trust which is com- 
mitted to me ; the other private, to 
sacrifice for it my life and carcass, 
which hath been nourished in it. Of 
the first I am free, being dismissed 
by her majesty : of the other, nothing 
can free me but death, and therefore 
no occasion of performance shall 
sooner offer itself, but I will meet it 
half way. The indissoluble duty I 
owe unto her majesty, the service of 
an earl and of marshal of England, 
and I have been content to do her 
the service of a clerk, but I can ne- 
ver serve her as a villain or a slave. 
But you say T must give way to time. 
So I do ; for now that I see the storm 
come, I have put myself into har- 
bour. Seneca saith, We must give 
way to fortune : I know that fortune 
is both blind and strong, and there- 
fore I go as far as X can out of the 
I way- You say the remedy is not to 
j strive: I neither strive nor seek for 
'remedy. But you say, 1 must yield 
I and submit : 1 can neither yield my- 
Iself to be guilty, nor this tny 
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aonment, lately laid upon me, to be 
just : 1 owe so much to the Author 
of truth, as I can never yield truth 
tp be falsehood, nor falsehood to be 
truth. Have I given cause, you ask, 
^ and yet take a scandal ? No, I gave 
no cause to take up so much as Fim- 
bria his complaint : for 1 did totum 
telum corpore accipere ;* I patiently 
bear and sensibly feel all that I then 
received when this scandal was given 
me. Nay, when the vilest of dl in- 
dignities are done unto me, doth re- 
ligion enforce me to sue? Doth God 
require it ? Is it impiety not to do 
it? Why? Cannot princes err? 
Cannot subjects receive wrong ? Is 
an earthly power inhnite? Pardon 
me, pardon me, my lord, I cjyti never 
subscribe to these principles. Let 
Solomon’s fool laugh when he is 
stricken ; let those that mean to 
make their profit of princes, show 
to have no sense of princes’ inju- 
ries ; let them acknowledge an infi- 
nite absoluteness on earth, that do 
not believe an absolute infiniteness in 
heaven. As for me, I have received 
wrong, I feel it ; my cause is good, I 
know it ; and whatsoever comes, all 
the powers on earth can never show 
more strength or constancy in op- 
pressing, than I can show in suffer- 
ing whatsoever can or shall be im- 
posed upon me. Your lordship in the 
beginning of your letter makes me a 
player, and yourself a looker-on; 
and me a player of my own game, 
so you may see more than I; but 
give me leave to tell you, that since 
you do but see, and I do suffer, I 
must of necessity feel more than 
you. I must crave your lordship’s 
patience to give him that hath a 
crabbed fortune leave to use a crook- 
ed style. But whatsoever my style 
is, there is no heart more humble, 
nor more affected, towards your 
lordship, than that of your lordship’s 
poor friend. 


Sir Henry Sidney to 7ns Son Philip 
Sidney, at School at Shrewsbury, 
an. 1566, 9 Eliz. then being of 
the age of twelve years, 

I have received two letters from 
you, one written in Latin, the other 
in French, which I take in good 
part, and will you to exercise that 
practice of learning ofien ; for that 
will stand you in most stead, in that 
profession of life that you are born 
to live in. And, since this is my 
first letter that ever I did write to 
you, I will not, that it will be all emp- 
ty of some advices, which my natural 
care of you provoketh me to wish 
you to follow, as documents to you in 
this your tender age. Let your first 
action be, the lifting up of your mind 
to Almighty God, by hearty prayer, 
and feelingly digest the words you 
speak in prayer with continual me- 
ditation, and thinking of him to 
whom you pray, and of the matter for 
which you pray. And this as an 
ordinary, at, and at an ordinary hour. 
Whereby the time itself will put you 
in remembrance to do that which you 
are accustomed to do. In that time 
apply your study to such hours as 
your discreet master doth assign you 
earnestly ; and the time (I know) ho 
will so limit, as shall be both sufli-* 
cient for your learning, and safe for 
your health. And mark the sense 
and the matter of that you read, as 
well as the words. So shall you both 
enrich your tongue with words and 
your wit with matter ; and judgment 
will grow as years groweth in you, 
Be humble and obedient to your 
master, for unless you frame your- 
self to obey others, yea, and feel in 
yourself what obedience is, you shall 
never be able to teach others how to 
obey you. Be courteous of gesture, 
and affable to all men, with diversity 
of reverence, according to the digni- 
ty of the person- There is nothing 


* Saceive Uic whole dart iyi my body. 
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that winneth so much with so little that, for a time, the hearers take it 
cost. Use moderate diet, so as, after for a truth, for after it will be known 
your meat, you may find your wit as it is, to your shame ; for there can- 
fresher, and not duller, and your bo- not be a greater reproach to a gentle- 
dy more lively, and not more heavy, man than to be accounted a liar. 
Seldom drink wine, and yet some- Study and endeavour yourself to be 
time do, lest being enforced to drink virtuously occupied. So shall you ^ 
upon the sudden, you should find make such an habit of well doing in 
yourself infiamed. Use exerci.se of you, that you shall not know how to 
body, but such as is without peril of do evil, though you would. Remcni- 
your joints or bones. It will increase ber, my son, the noble blood you are 
your force, and enlarge your breath, descended of, by your mother's side ; 
Delight to be cleanly, as well in all and think, that only by virtuous life 
partsofyour body as in your garments, and good action you may bean or- 
It shall make you grateful in each iiament to that illustrious family ; and 
company, and otherwise loathsome, otherwise, through vice and sloth, 
Give yourself to be merry, for you dc- you shall be counted lahcs generis, 
generate from your father, if you find one of the greatest curses that can 
not yourself most able in wit and happen* to man. Well (rny little 
body, to do any thing, when you be Philip), this is enough for me, and 
most merry ; but let your mirtli be too much I fear for you. Hut if 1 
ever void of all scurrility, and biting shall find that this light meal of di- 
words to any man, for a wound given gestion nourish any thing the weak 
by a word is oftentimes harder to be stomach of your young capacity, I 
cured, than that which is given with will, as I find the same grow strong- 
the sword: Be you rather a hearer er, Iced it with tougher food. Your 
and bearer away of other men’s talk loving father, so long as you live in 
than a beginner or procurer of speech, the fear of God. 
otherwise you shall be counted to de- 
liglit to hear yourself speak. If you 

hear a wise sentence, or an apt LETTER VIII. 

phrase, commit it to your memory, 

with respect of the circumstance, Henry Sidney to Robert Dud- 
when you shall speak it. Let never hy, Earl of Leicester. 

oath be heard to come out of your -- 
mouth, nor w^ords of ribaldry ; detest My dearest lord, 
it in others, so shall custom make to Since this gentleman. Sir Nicholas 
yourself a law against it in yourself. Arnold, doth now repair into Eng- 
Be modest in each assembly, and ra- land to render account of his long 
ther be rebuked of light fellows, for and painful service, lest my silence 
maiden-like shamefacedness, than of might be an argument of my con- 
your sad friends for pert boldness, demnation of him, 1 thought good 
'J'hink upon every word that you will to accompany him with these my 
speak, before you utter it, and re- letters, certifying your lordship, by 
member how .nature hath rampired the same, that I nnd he hath been a 
up (a** it were) the tongue with teeth, marvellous painful man, and very di- 
lips, yea, and hair without the lips, ligent in inquiry for the queen's ad- 
and all betokening reins, or bridles, vantage, and in proceeding in the 
for th;) loose use of that member, same more severe than I would have 
Above all things tell no untruth, no wished him, or would have been my- 
Hjpt in trifles* The custom of it is self in semblablc service; but he 
Kughty; and let it not satisfy you,!satth he followed his instructions. 
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Doubtless the things which he did 
deal in arc very dark and intricate, 
by reason of the long time passed 
without account ; and he greatly im- 
peached, for lack of an auditor, as 
T take it. In truth, what will fall 
out of it, I cannot say ; but I fear he 
hath written too affirmatively upon 
Birmingham's information : it is re- 
ported by some of his adversaries, 
that he should triumph greatly upon 
a letter, supposed to be sent him late- 
ly from your lordship, as though, by 
the same, he should be encouraged 
to proceed more vehemently against 
the earl of Sussex, and to make bis 
abode longer here than else he 
would. And that he should use this 
bravery, either by showing t^iis let- 
ter, or by speech to me and to others. 
My lord, I believe the whole of this 
to be untrue ; and, for so much as 
conccrncth myself, I assure your 
lordship is a stark lie ; for albeit he 
hath showed me, as I believe, all the 
letters your lordship hath sent him, 
since my arrival here, and a good 
many sent before, yet in none of! 
them is there any such matter con- 
tained ; neither yet did he to me, or 
to my knowledge to any other, of 
any letter sent by your lordship, 
make any such bravery, or like con- 
struction, as is reported. 

My dearest lord and brother, with- 
out any respect of me, or any brother- 
like love borne me by you, but even 
for our natural country’s cause 
(whereunto, of late, not a little to 
your far spreading fame, you show 
yourself most willingly to put your 
indefiitigable and much helping 
liand), help to revoke me' from this 
regiment, for ' being not credited, 
this realm will ruin under my rule, 
perhaps to my shame, but undoubt- 
edly to England’s harm : yea, and 
will under any man whom the queen 
shall send, though he have the force 
of Hercules, the magnanimity of 
Cajsar, thc^ diligence of Alexander, 
and the eloquence of Tully; her 


highness withdrawing her gracious 
counteiiance. Yea if it be but 
thought that her highness hath not a 
resolute and unremovcable liking of 
him ; as for no talc she will direct 
him to sail by any other compass than 
his own ; his ship of regiment, who- 
soever he be, shall sooner rush on a 
rock, than rest in a haven. I write 
not this, as though I tliought govern- 
ors here could not err, and so err, as 
they should be revoked. For 1 know 
and confess, that any one may so 
err, yea, without any evil intent to 
her highness’s crown or country, as 
it shall be convenient and necessa- 
ry to revoke him ; but let it be done 
then with speed. Yet if it be but 
conceived, that ho be insufficient to 
govern hero, 1 mean of the sovereign, 
or magistrates, retire him, and send 
a new man to the helm. Episcopa- 
tum fjus accipiat alter:* so as my 
counsel is (and you shall find it the 
soundest) that the governor’s continu- 
ance here, and his continuance there, 
be concurrent and correlative. For 
while her highness will employ any 
man here, all the countenance, all 
the credit, all the commendation, yea, 
and most absolute trust that may be, 
is little enough. Cause once ap- 
pearing to withdraw that opinion, 
withdraw him, too, if it be possible, 
even in that instant. Of this 1 would 
write more largely and more ]>articu- 
larly, and to the queen’s majesty, and 
to all my lords, were it not that my 
many letters in this form already 
written, together with sundry argu- 
ments of my crazy credit there, did 
put me in hope of a speedy redemp- 
tion from this my miserable thral- 
dom. A resolution of which my hope, 
my dearest lord, procure me with 
speed : I have no more, but sub um<- 
bra alarum tuarum proiegat me 
M5.t In haste I take my leave of 

* Ilis bishopric let another take. 

t May God protect ma under the shadow of 
thy wings. 
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your lordship, wishing to the same ship be my pawn, that I will to him 
present, increasing, and immortal fe* justice as indifferently and speedily 
licity. From Kiimainham, the ^th as I will to any man, considering the 
of June, 156(1* Your lordship’s cause and necessary circumstances 
bounden, fast, and obedient bro^ incident to the same ; but for love 
ther. and loving offices, I will do as I find\ 

P. S. I assure your lordship I do cause. I crave nothing at his hand, \ 
know that sir Nicholas Arnold hath but that whicli he oweth to the queen, 
spent, above all his entertainment, and that which her great liberality, 
500/. sterling in this realm. I mean beside natural duty, bindeth him to. 
he hath spent so much in this And if he will have of me that 1 owe 
realm. him not, as he hath had, he cannot 

win it by creasing me, as 1 hear he 
doth in the court ; and as 1 have 
LETTER IX, cause to deem he doth in this coun- 

try. Ill fine, my lord, I am ready to 


Sir H^nry Sidney to Robert Dud- 
ley ^ Earl of Leicester. 

My dearest lord, . 

I received not your letter of the 
25th of November until the 24th of 
this January, by James Prescot, lyho 
was seven times at the sea, and put 
back again, before he could recover 
this coast- 

I trust 1 have satisfied your lord-^ 
ship with my writing, and others by 
my procurement, sent by Pakenham, 
touching the false and malicious bruit 
of the earl of Essex’s poisoning. If 
not, what you will have more done, 
shall be done, I am sorry I hear 
not how you like of that I have done, 
and the more, for that I am adver- 
tised of Pagnaney’s arrival there. I 
would not have doubted to have made 
Knell to have retracted his inconsi- 
derate and foolish speech and writ- 
ing j but God hath prevented me by 
taking him away, dying of the same 
disease that the earl died, which, 
most certainly, was free from any 
poison, and a mere flux; a disease 
appropriated (6 this country, and 
whereof there died many in the lat- 
ter part of " the last year, and some 
out of mine own household^ and 
yet frt e from any auspioion of poi- 

And for my lord of Ormond’s 

eauses, 1 humbly beseech yooi lord^ 


accord with him ; but, my most dear 
lord and brother, be you upon your 
keeping for him, for if Essex had liv- 
ed, you should have found him as 
violent an enemy, as his heart, pow- 
er, and cunning, would have served 
him to have been ; and for tliat their 
malice, I take God to record, 1 could 
brook nothing of them both. 

Your lordship’s latter written let- 
ter I received the same day I did the 
first, together with one from my lord 
of Pembroke to your lordship; by 
both which T find, to my exceeding 
great comfort, the likelihood of a 
marriage between his lordship and 
my daughter, which great honour to 
me, my mean lineage and kin, I at- 
tribute to toy match in your noble 
house ; for which I acknowledge my- 
self bound to honour and serve the 
same, to the uttermost of my power ; 
yea, so joyfully haye I at heart, that 
my dear child’^ so happy an advance- 
ment as this is, truth, I would 
He a yeev in close.^tison rather than 
it should break. Bqt, alas! mydear- 
lest lord, mine ability answereth not 
my-hearty desire. I am poor ; mine 
estate, as well in livelihpod and move- 
able, is not unknown to your lord- 
ship, which wanteth much to make 
me able to equal that, which I know 
my lord of Pembroke .may have. 
Two thousand pounds 1 confess I 
have bequeathed heri which your lord- 
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ship knoweth I might better spare and will appear a good Offer ; aiid, I 
her when I were dead, than one pray your lordship, let it have your 
thousand living ; and in truth, my favourable recommendation, 
lord, I have it not, but borrow it I Now, my dearest lord, I have a 
i. r^^ust, and so I will : and if your Suit unto you for a necessary and ho- 
/Tordship will get me leave, that I may nest servant of mine, Hercules Rairts- 
/ feed ray eyes with that joyful sight ford, whose father, and whole line- 
of their coupling, I will give her a age, are devout followers to your 
cup worth , five hundred pounds, lordship and family. My suit is, that 
Good my lord, bear with my poverty, whereas by composition with James 
for if I had it, little would I regard Wingfield, he is constable of the cas- 
any sum of money, but willingly tie of Dublin, and therein both pain- 
would give it, protesting before the fully and carefully serveth, tliat it 
Almighty God, that if he, and ail would please your lordship to obtain 
the powers on earth, would give me it for him during his life. Truly, 
my choice for a husband for her, I my lord, like as you should bind the 
would choose the carl of Pembroke, poor gentleman, and all his honest 
I writ to my lord of Pembroke, which friends, always to serve you, for your 
herewith 1 send your lordship ; and bounty done to him \ so shall 1 take 
thus I end, in answering your most it as a great mercy done to myself ; 
welcome and honourable letter, with lor truly I have found him a faithful 
my hearty prayer to Almighty God and profitable servant, and beside, he 
to perfect your lordship’s good work, hath married a good and old servant 
and requite you for the same, for I of my wife’s. Good my lord, send 
am not able. For myself, I am in Philip to me ; there was never fa- 
great despair to obtain the fee farm ther had more need of his son, than 
of my small leases, which grieveth I ^ve of him. Once again, good my 
me more foi* the discredit, during lord, let me have him* 
mine own time, than the lack of the For the state of this country, it 
gain to my succession, be it as God may please you to give credit to 
will. Prescot. 

I find, by divers means, that there I am now, even now, deadly weary 
is great expectation of triy wishing her of writing, and therefore I end, pray- 
majesty’s treasure appointed for the ing t6 the Almighty to bless you with 
service of this country ; and, in truth, all your noble heart’s desires. From 
no man living would fainer nourish Dundalk, this 4th of February, 1576. 
it than I ; and, in proof thereof, I Your most assured brother at corn- 
will abate one thousand pounds d mandment. 
the quarterage due the last of March, 
so as I may have the other four thou- 
sand due, theh delivered to t\te trea- LETTER X. 

surcr’s assign, tog^her with that due 

the last of December last ; and, if I Sir Henry Sidney to Queen Elixon 
can, I will abate every quarter on© 
thousand pounds. The actual re- 
bellion of the Clanricardines, the May it please your most excellent 
O’Connors, and O’Mores, the sums majesty, 
of money delivered in discharge of To understand, that of late it hath 
those soldiers which were of my lord pleased Almighty God to call to his 
of Essex’s regiment, and the great mercy the bishop of Ossbry, and so 
sums impressed in the beginning of, the room of that see is become void, 
my charge, well considered ; it majr and to be now by yohr highness con- 
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ferred. I have therefotc thought it your hi^ness to reign over us, your 
my duty, moved in zeal for the refor- majestjFs humble and obedient sub- 
mation of the country ttnd good of Jects, to our inestimable comforts, I 
the people, humbly to beseech your humbly t^e my leave. From your 
majesty, that good care were htfd, majesty *b castle of Athlone, the 4th, 
that the church might be supplied of September, 1576. Your majefe-i 
with a fit man, and such a person as ty*s most humble, faithful, and obedi-\^ 
is acquainted with the language and ent servant, 
manners of this country people might 
be promoted to succeed in the place ; 

of which number I humbly recom- LETTER XL 

mend unto your excellent majesty 

Mr. Davy Clecre, one that hath been Henry l^ilney to Mr, Secretary 

long bred and brought up in the Uni^ Wahinghwn^ concerning the Re- 

versity of Oxford, a master of arts of ports of the Earl of Essex^s 

good continuance, a man esteemed Death 

not meanly learned, besides well 

given in religion, and of a modest Sir, 

discreet government, and commenda- Imnjediately upoA my return out 
ble conversation, being a man spe- of Connaught to this city, which v/as 
cially noted unto me, by the good re- the 13th of this present October, and 
port of the lord archbishop of Dublin, knowing of the death of the carl of 
for his sufficiency to the place, with Essex, which I did not certainly til) 
a very earnest desire that (the same I came vvithin thirty miles of this 
being tlie place of a suffragan under town, and that his body was gone to 
him) the said Cleere might be.pre- be buried at Carmarthen, and hear- 
ferred unto it. The bishopric bot ing besides, that letters had been sent 
a mean living, yet a sufficient findhig bwer, as well before his death as af- 
for an honest man. And becauenef that he died of poison, 1 thought 
the sooner the place shall be full of good to examine the matter as far 
en able man (such a one for his as I could learn, and ^ certify you, 

griiy as this man is esteemed); the to the end you might impart the 
greater fruit will thereby grow tp the same to the lords, and both sa- 
church, honour to your majesiyj; anditisfy therein, and all others 

no smifi hope to he coucew^dsofWhoni IV Wight please you to pattici- 
goodto the people*, ^hereof, as it\pate the'Slasne unto, and would he- 
becometh me (having the principal lieve the truth. For, in truth, there 
charge of this realm under your ma- was no appearanci^ or cause of suspi- 
jesty), I have a special care. * I tv^ite cion -that cou|d l^^gatheitd that he 
not only to your majesty in this case, died of poison. For the manner of 
by a report of others, but partly .by his disease was fKSs ; a flux took him 
knowledge and experience I have on the Thursday ^ night, being the 
had of the man myself. And there^ ^Oth of August pa&t, in his own 
fore am the more desirous that your hmise, where Im; day botli 

majesty should graciously allpw of supped and dined ; : the day following 
my commendation and d^bjiOe, and he rode tO the archhiafiOp of Dul> 
give order for his admission and con- lid^s, and there supped and lodged; 
secration, when it be "your ma- the next morning following he rode 
to ftbe same, to the viscount of Baltiuglass, and 

And oven so, with my earnest there did He one night, and from 
humble hearty pra 3 ^i^; to the Al- thence , returned back to this city; 
ip^hty, long fud hi4>pUy'W preserve tall these days he travelled hastily, fed 
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three times a day, without finding gripings in his belly, by reason of 
any fault, either through inflamma* the same, said to him, By the mass, 
tion of his body or alteration of ta$te my lord, you are poisoned ; where- 
but often he would complain of grief upon the yeoman of his cellar was 
in his belly, and sometimes say, that presently sent for to him, and mildly 
had never hearty grief of mind, and lovingly he questioned with him, 
but that a flux would accompany the saying, that he sent not for him to 
same. After he returned from this burden him, but to excuse him. The 
journey he grew from day to day -fellow constantly answered, that if 
sicker and sicker, and having an he had taken any hurt by his wine ho 
Irish physician sent to him by the was guilty of it ; for, my lord (saith 
earl of Ormond, doctor Trevor, an he), since you gave me warning in 
Oxford man, and my physician, Mr. England to be careful of your drink, 
Chaloner, secretary of this state, and you have drank none but it passed 
not unlearned iii physic, and one that my hands. Then it was bruited, 
often, for good will, giveth counsel to that the boiled water which he con- 
his friends in cases of sickness, and linually drank with his wine should 
one Mr. Knell, an honest preacher in be made of water wherein flax or 
this city, 'and a chaplain of his own, hemp should be steeped, which the 
aud a professor of physic, continual- yeoman of his cellar flatly denied, 
ly with him, they never ministered alarming the water which he always 
any thing to him against poison, boiled for him was perfect good. 
The Irish physician afljirnied before Then it was imputed to the sugar ; 
good witnesses that he was not poi- he answered* he could get no better 
soned; what the others do say of that at the steward’s hands, and fair 
matter, by their own writings, which though it were not, yet wholesome 
herewith I send you, you shall per^ enough, or else it had been likely 
ceive. And drawing towards his that a great many should have had a 
end, being especially asked by the shrewd turn ; for my household and 
archbUhop of Dublin whether he many more have occupied of the 
thought that he was poisoned or no, same almost these twelve months, 
constantly aiflrrned . that he thought The physicians were asked what 
he was not\; nor that he felt in him- 0ey thought, that they spoke doubt- 
self any cause why he shpuld conjee- ihUy, saying it might be that he was 
ture so to be: in bis sickness bis co-lpoiscmed, alleging that this thing or 
lour rather bettered tbah , impaired i\that thing might poison him, since 
no hair of his body shed, no nail td- they never gave him medicine for 
tered, nor tooth loosed, nor any part it ; they constantly affirm that they 
of his skin blemished. And when ne^er thought it but for argument’s 
he was opened it could not appear sake, and partly to please the carl, 
that any entraft within his body, at He had two gentlewomen that night 
any time, had bc»etit infected with any at supper wiui him that the disease 
poison. And yet, I find a bruit there todk him, and they coming after to 
was that he was poisoned ; and that visit him, and he hearing that they 
arose by . some words spoken by him- were troubled with some looseness, 
self, and yet hot originally at the first said that he feared that they and 
conceived of himself, as it is thought had tasted of one drug, and his page 
by the wisest here, and those that (who was gone with his body over 
were continually ab^ut him; but one, before I returned). The women 
that was very near him at that time, upon his words were aft aid, but 
and whom he entirely trusted, seeing never sick, and are in as good 
him in extreme pain with flux and state of health as they were before 
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they dtipped with him. 0^11 shspi 
cion of his being poisoned, jWif«Kxi$ll 

i as it was told to me) gave him sim- 
ry times of unicotn’s horns, upon 
winch son^times he vomited, as at 
other times he did, when he took It 
not Thus I have delivered unto 
you as much as I can learn of the 
sickness and death of tills noble peer, 
whom I left when 1 left Dublin, lu 
all appearance a lusty, strong, and 
pleasant man ; and before I return** 
ed his breath was out of his body, 
and his body out of this country, and 
undoubtedly his soul in heaven ; for 
in my lifo I never beard of a man to 
die in such perfectness ; he was sick 
twenty or twenty-one days, and most 
oi those days tormented with pangs 
intolerable; but in all that time, and 
all that torture, he was never heard 
speak an idle or angry word ; after 
he yielded to die, he desired nottch to 
have his friends come to him, and to 
abide with him, which tlicy did of 
sundry sorts, unto Whom he showed 
such arguments of hearty repentance 
of his life pas^d, so sound cha4ty 
with all the world, such assurance to 
be partaker of the joys Of heaveh 
through the merits o€ Christas 
sion, such a joyful desire, speo/iily to 
be dissolved, and to enjoy tlfoeame, 
which he would sometimes say', That 
it pleased the Almighty to reVhal un- 
to him that ho shomd be partaker of 
(as was to the exceeding admiration 
of all that heard it), tie had con** 
tinuidly about him folks of suUdrjf 
degrees, as men of the clergy, gen- 
tlemen, gentlewomen,, citizens, and 
servants, unto all which ho would 
use so afidiy eahortatfoUs and grave 
admonftions, and that so aptly for the 


good memory ae at jlda dbaib. He 
^got tka to eejMl warnings 

to Some of his absent iwmoby mes- 
eage* Oft^ntes, when gyievous 
pangs bad dAven him Cillt Of dunihl 


bets, be would make such show of 
comfort in spirit, and express it with 
such wordSii as many about him 
thought he saw and heard some hea* 
venJy voice and vision. Many times 
after bitter pangs he would witk' 
cheerful countenance cry, Courage ! < 
courage I I have fought a good fight, ^ 
and thus ought every true soldier to 
do, that fighteth under the standard 
of his cimtain and patron Jesus 
Christ. About eleven of the clock 
before noon, on the of Septem- 
ber, with the name of Jesus issumg 
out of his mouth, he left to speak any 
more, and shortly after lifting up his 
hand to the name of Jesus, when he 
could not speak it himself; he ceased 
to move any more, but sweetly and 
mildly his ghost departed, byjUl 
Christians to l>e hoped into heavenly 
bliss. The Almighty grant that all 
profesK»i]!ig Christ in their life, iiia> at 
their death make ^uch testimony of 
Christianity as this noble earl did. 
And thus ending my tedious letter, 
with the ''doleful (and yet eomfoi ta- 
ble) end of this noble man, 1 wish 
you from the bottom of my heart, 
good life and long ; and tlie joy of 
heaven at the onm Prpj(tr the castle 
of Dublin this ^th day of October, 
1570. Tour assured lovmg fttend. 

'ijBtnTER xn. 

to Kt Son Refurt 
Marl ^ Ld- 

eettor. 

Robin, 

Yottr $eTera] of tbe 17th of 
of November 


perwMis he «{>ako tinto, a> in ^ hi» thove received { mt IhmtaeDt by Cai> 
life he never eeeioed to be half ao 
wim, l^amfed, onrnlowa^l, nor of to 


to)m» CltoihMi t have ao^jret heard of. 
Yonf latten are moat heartily wel- 
eome to toe ; hot the tmiveraal testi- 
tnbny that ia toade of yon^ of the vir- 
taona ecmtoa you hdid in this your 
Jnvenile age, and how mneh yon pro- 
lit in the stone, and what excellent 
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parts God hath already planted int age, the very formular that all well- 
you, doth so rejoice me, that the sight disposed young gentlemen v of our 
of no earthly thing is more, or can be court do form also their manners and 
more, to my comfort, than hearing in life by. In truth, 1. speak it without 
. this sort from and of you. Our I^rd flattery of him, or of myself, he hath 
feless you, my sweet boy. Perge^ the most rare virtues that ever I 
perge, my Robin, in )the filial fear of found in any man. I saw him not 
God, and in the meanest imagiua- these six months, little to my com- 
tion of yourself, and to the loving fort. You may hear from him with 
direction of your most loving bro- more ease than from me. In your 
thcr. travels these documents 1 will give 

I like very well of your being at you, not as mine but his practices. 
Prague, and of your intention to goto Seek the knowledge of the estate of 
Vienna. I wish you should curiously every prince, court, and city, that 
look upon the fortification of that ; and you pass through. Address your- 
coiisidering the state of Christendom, self to the company, to learn this of 
I cannot tell how. to design your .tira- the elder sort, and yet neglect not' 
vcl into Italy. I would not have you the younger. By the one you shall 
to go specially, for that there ds per- gather learning, wisdom, and know- 
..-'pcitfual war between the pope and ledge, by the other acquaintance, 
us. I tliink the princes and poten- languages, and exercise. This he 
tatos of that region are confederated effectually observed with great gain 
with him; and for some other re- of understanding. Once again I say 
spccts, J would hot have you go thi- imitate him. I hear you are fallen 
iher. Yet from Spain we are as it into concert and fellowship with Sir 
were under an inhibition ; France in Harry Nevdl’s son and heir, and one 
endless troubles ; the Low Country Mr. Saveli. I hear of singular vir- 
in irrecoverable misery. So I leave of them both. I ahi glad of 
it to your brother and yourself, whe- your familiarity with th^m. 
ther Vienna being seen, you vViU re- c The 21st of this present I re- 
turn into England,, or spend the next cmved your letter of the l2th of the 
summer in those parts ; which if you samh, and with it a letter from Mr. 
do, I think best (you being satisfied Languet, who seemeth as yet to mis- 
with Vienna) you see the principal like pbthing in you"; for which Hike 
cities of Moravia and Silesia» and So you a great deal the better; and I 
to Cracow ; anil if you can hayc any hope I shall hear further of your 
commodity, to see the court of the cdwiinendation from himj which will 
king of that 'realm : and from tjience be to my comfort. I find by Harry 
through Saxony, to Holst, ani Po- White that all your money is gone, 
^ijncrland, seeing the, princes* courts which with some wonder displcaseth 
lOy the way ; and thSn into Denmark nm ; and if you cannpt frame your 
and Sw^eden, and see those kiugs* charges according to that proportion 
* courts. Acquaint ^ you somewhat I ha^e appointed you, I must and 
with the estate of the free States ; will j^nd for you home. I have sent 
and so at Hs^burgh to embark, and order to (Mr-*. Languet for one hun- 
to winter with me. But what do .J dred poh^i43 for you, which Js t;weti>-“ 
blunder at these things? follow the ty pounds more than I promised you ; 
direction of your most loving brother, and this X Ipok and order that it shall 
who in loving you is comparable tvith serve you till the last of March, 15S0. 
me, or exceedeth me. Imitate his Ateure yourself I will not enlarge 
Virtues, exercises, studies, and oh© groat, therefore lopk well to your 

tions ; he is a rare ornament of tliia.charges. 

VoL. lu. Nos. 37 & 38. , ** v 
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I hopo by that time you shall re- j constancy, yet can it not always 
CPiiet/u’ ktUr youwill be at or neaij directed to one j^int; but must net as 
i^tra^bargh, fiom ninch ^esohe not honiO^meB nfter Ins course, accord- 
to depart iilJ the widdio of Apt ill mg the f)tu* of otbei changes 

come twrivc-njonth; nor then I vnUjdnves it As now m youi htdsbij^ ^ 
not that you do, unless you so apply case to whom ol latt I wrote, wisJnng 
your study, as by that time }ou do >our Jordhhii> to return as ‘■wm as 
cone eive teehngly rhetoric and lo- conveniently you luijrht, Oncoui iged 
firjc, and have the tongues of Juatiii, thorennio by the assuiance the best 
JVcuch, and Dutch; which I know sort had gnen me, with what ho- 
you may have, if yCu will apply 5 our nourable considerations your return 
will and w It to It. T am suie you should bofal, pniticulaily to your lot. 
cannot but find what lac k in ]eainiu£r it makes mo chdiige my st>le, and 
you have by your often dcpai ting write to your lordship, that keeping 
fiom Oxford, and the likc', aiid still your mind in one state of vir- 
greater lofes shall you find, if )ou re- tuous qmotness, you will yet frame 
solve not to reniim continually for your coui sc according to tJicm. And 
the time appointed in Strasburgh as they delay your honourable re- 
write to me monthly, and of your waidyi^f, so >ou by good meins do 
charges particularly , and either m delay your return, till either lhat*^» 
Latin or French I take in good sue, or fitter time be lor tins 
part that you have kept pi omise with Her majesty's letters prescribed 
me $ and on my blessing I charge you a certain day I think , the day 
you to write truly to me fiom tinu was past before Pagnam canjc unto 
to tirap^ whether you keep it or no, you, and en]omed to do some things, 
and break it msome dark man- the doing w liereof must ni'cessanly 
nei^ how. ^ lOquire some longer time. Ilcrcup- 

PtKy daily; speak nothing Tbni on your lordship 1 $ to write back, 
truly. Do no dishonest thing for aUy not though you dee^ircd to tarry, 
respect, Mi. Languetwith but only showing that unwillingly 

verence, uhto wlioui in most hearty yon must employ some days therea- 
manner commend me ; and to Doc- bouts , and if it pleai^e you to add, 
tor Lubetius, add Mr, Doctor Slui- that the chancellor's prepuce shad 
mius. Farewell, If jou wi 8 follow be rcqubite; for by him your lord- 
my counsel you bhall be my sweet ship atlill either have honourable rc- 
boy. From lUiynardS Castle m Lou- vocation, or conuiiandment of further 
don, this 35th of March, ISTS* Your stay at least till Michaelmas, which 
loving firther. m itself shall be a fitter time ; con- 

sidering that then your term comes 
fully out, so th^t then your enemies 
LETTER RtIL ' cannot glory it is their procuring. 

liKhc mean tinie, your fiunds may 
Sir PkiUp Sidney to his Pethtr Mr laboar here to l^ng to a better pass 
iXenry Sidney, ^ich your reasonable and honourable 

desires, which time can better bring 
Ri^honourubm my singular good forth than speed Among which 
lord an4 friends, before Cod there is none 

N> 'ArangUy and diversely goes proceeds either thoroughly or so 
the coarse of the world by the inter- wisely as niy lady my mother. For 
chaiigmg humours of those that go- mine own part I have had only light 
vem It, that though it be most noble from her. Now rests it m your lord- 
to bi^ve a^#nys one mind and one ship to weigh the particularities of 



smoT. 1.3 MODERN, 01P EARtV DATE. 67 

your own estate, whirh noman can|wiijto;'t{>inyoonainHatTy Harring- 
know s»o well as* yoursclfj and ae^jton, whom I long to see in heallh ; 
conVinqly to re$ohc. For wino owifjsth Nicholas Bagno! : Mr* Agarde^s 
part (of which min (f your best frieudtiM^ughtor; my cousin Sp/kmau for 
aro here) thi*^ is yonr b(*st way. At ypur sake; and MhobOevor is mayor 
l^asl whatsoever you robolvc, I be- bf Dublin for my t^akc. And even at 
seech } oil with all speed 1 ni-iy un- hia house whflr yon think good. I 
di^rstand, and tliat if it ph‘ase you bid you faicwell. Fioui Court, thitf 
wdlrytnn- own hand; for truly, sir, I TWth April, 1578. Your very loving / 
must needi impute it to some great friend, 
dishonesty of some about you, that ' 
there is little written from you, or to 

you, that is not perfeelly known to LETTER XV. 

your professed enemies. And thus 

much I am very willing they should S!ir Philip Sidney to JUdward MoU- 
know, that I do write it unto you : netu , Sn ret ary to his For, 

and in that quarter you may, as 1 ihcr as JLord Dipnty^ 
tliink, look precisely to the saving of 
some ol* those overphissagcs,, or at Mr. Molineux, 
l.efiM not to go any further ; and tlieii Few words arc best. My letters 
the more tunc pusses, the better it to my Hitlier have Come to the eyes 

will bo blown over. Of my being of some. Neither can I condemn 

sent to the queen, being lymcd with any but you for it. If it be so, you 
goofl jiccouiits, and perfect reasons have played the very knave with me; 
foi tliiuil>iS*c. and so I will make you know if I 

iiatli April, 1578. have good proof of it. But that for 

60 much as is past. For that is to 
come, 1 assure you before Godt that 
LETTER XIV. if over 1 know you do so much as 

read aijy letter 1 write to my father, 
Sir Philip Sidney to Edward TFr/- without his commandment, or my 
ter house ^ Esq, Secretary of In- consent, T will thrust my dagger in- 
land, to you. And trust to it, for I speak 

* it in earnest. In the mean time 

My good Ned, farewell. From Court, this last day 

Never sinc(i you went, that over of May, 1578. 
you wrote to me, and yet I have not 
failed to do some friendly ofHces for 

you here. 1 low know I that? say LETTER XV 1. 

youl I cannot tell. But I know that 

im letters I have received from j^oii. Edward Molineuv^ Esq,, to Philip 

Tlius doth unkiiidness make me fall Siflney^ in answer to the abovesaid 

to a point of kindness. Good Ned, letter, 

either come or write. Let me either 

see thee, hear thee, or read thee. Sir, 

Your otJicr friends that know more I have received a letter from you, 
will write more fully, I, of myself, which, as it is the first, so the same 
thus much. Always one, and in one is the sharpest that 1 evor received 
case. Me solo crtdian'i fofu» tires from any : and tlibrefote it amazbljti 
afque rotundas. Commend me to me the more to receive such a oiie 
my lord president ; to the noble sir from you, since I havs (the world 
Nicholas, whom 1 bear special good<-|cau be judge) deserved better some* 
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whore, howfiH>ever It pleasqtb jon to 
condemn me now. But 9 ince it {s (I 
protest to God) without oie^Vbe, or yet 
jtist ground of suspicion you use me 
thus, 1 bear the injury^ more 
}y for a time ; and mine innoe^noy, 
I hope, in the end shall try mine ho* 
nesty ; and then I trust you will con- 
fess you have done mo wrong. And 
since your pleasure so is expressed, 
that I shall not henceforth read any 
of your letters ; although 1 must con- 
fess I have heretofore taken both 
great delight and profit iii reading 
some of them ; yet upon so hard a 
condition (as you seem to offer) I will 
not hereafter adventure so great bJ 
peril, but obey you herein. Ifowbeit, 
if it had pleased you, you might have 
commanded me m a far greater mat-| 
ter, With a far loss penalty. From 
thd Castle of Dublin, the 1st of July, 
J578. Yours, when it shall please 
you better to conceive of me, humbly 
to command. 


LETTER XVIL 

JXr TUUp 8i4niey to Wiliiam Lord\ 
BHrkigh 

Right honourabloi my 
good lord, 

1 have firom my childhood been 
much bound to your lordships winch 
as the means of my fortune keeps me 
Srop ability to requite, so gives it me 
dany cause to make the bond great- 
er, by seeking and using your favour 
towards mo* 

The qxMhf at ifty lord of War^j 
wick's request, hath been moved to 
join me in his office of ordnance, 
and,toJ[ her majesty yields 
llysuitis, 

yow &tOur %ther 

It ; wtditjli 1 iruly hKtM your 
" ‘p, 1 much for the 

in a thil^ of some 
imcDOlrience. than for 
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which I 
can arise 


any other commodity, 
think is but small, that 
of it. 

I conclude your lordship's trouble 
Wkh this, that I have no reason to be 
thus bold with your lordship, but tffe 
presuming of your honourable good- 
will towards me, which I cannot de- 
serve, but I can and will greatly es- 
teem. I humbly take my leave, and 
pray for your king and prosperous 
life. At Court, this 27th of January, 
1582. Your lordship’s most humble 
at commandment. 


LETTER XVIII. 

Sir Philip ^dney to Sir Edward 
Stafford. 


Sir* 

The cause of my sending at tins 
time this bearer, Mr. Burnham will 
tell you. Only let me salute you jin 
the kindest' manner that one near . 
friend can do anof;!ier. 

1 Would gladhr know, how you 
and your bdy do^ fund what 
you do in this abseftoe of the 
kill's. . " 

^We j|w)tcire all tolito, Methinks 
you sb^filia do well to begin betimes 
to demand something of her majesty'' 
as might be found fit for you. And 
let folks chafe When you ask, 

as when you do not. Her majestw 
seems affected to deal in the Low 
Country matters, ^jlmt I thinknothing 
will copae of it. ^We are half per- 
suaded to enter into the journey 
of sir Humphrey Gilbert very eager- 
ly; whCreunto your Mr. llacluttit 
hath served for a very good trum- 
pet.. 

I can write no more, but that I 
pray for yonr long and happy life. 
And so 1 commit you both to the 
gkver of it. At Court, this 21st of 
Julv» 1684. Yours assuredly. 



fiBCT. I.] 


LETTER XIX. 




Sir Henr^ 



Phiiip 


j^bbERpf. bJi, , 

; '■ '■■ 

■' Xaiy ■ iS^ietr ■ .. 


Ks’-Sm ^ 


Pbaip. 

®y. th^ letters you .sent me By 
S^kl^rd, you have discovered imto 
me your mfer^ion to go over into the 
Low Countriiis, to accompany ^duke, 
Cassimicr,' who hath with; so lioble 
offers, and by so hohojurkWe meeus 
invited you : .which - disposition of 
your virtuous, mind, as I must needs 
much commend in you^ , so" 'when 1 
enter into the consideration of mine 
own estate, aud call to mitid^^what 
practices, informations, and ijotaHci- 
ous accusations are devised, against 
TZ9 1 , and what an assistance, in the 
defence of those cau^Os your jpres^Uce 
would be unto me,5 tei^ihg 
so much both' upon. ? your hOjl^ 
judgrmmt, f^i^^trive , fetetwiisiS’j hor""''' 
and neeSaaity, what ailowaho^ I'i 
best give of that motion fovvVour 
ing: howbeiV if you ’ thljiky-^ 
mailers of tl\at weight aoUj: 

(a$yi^ 0 >e hoi), Bof ' 


‘MoIineUi," , ^ '' ^ 

ihoxxjght good to put Wu in rh*/ 
^mbrance to naove my lojrd cbaitj* 
berlain, in my load's i\ame, to have^; 
some otheir .TOOm than my chamber;7 
for my lord to have his resort unto^, 
a# hh. was wont to have ; or cls^ my ’ 
lord will be greatly troubled when he 
shall have any matters of dispatch j 
my lodging, you see, being very lit*p 
tie, and; myself continuaUy sick, andi ■ 
[tipt abfo 16 be much out of my bed^': 
For '^^ night time ope roof, with 
God’s grace, shall serve us; for the 
day time thc^ueen look^to .hkye. 

chamberV-alwaya a readiness'^; 




may be 
out yourig 
be brougltj 
I w-ill not^be 
minatioh/ Yet 
before your 
' come to me, 
the latter 
take your 
I thep< 
i mtended 
dfear 
unto 
. I would 


igh'’By 

,sSbe-^ or; ,any^;.hi^rf 
an ^honourabi^Jt^'d, 




^r-' 


' w 

, abput 
.month, 

■BJwi.'i'fw-j 

|S£pU ^must '”n' 6 $r' 
“ write not thia| 
wn hai^ which 


tion 'of my'Jibdy’rSak ’.lipt'been'subfc- 
I could ,h^|^^''''.;^od prog^r -j^ou -in 


that you 

Jy* 


you to win much 
And I send yoh 
Your yery loving J[athj^C> 
iThe 1st hf AugUsti ]L$78. 

* His boa$e was ^ 
tba w^r St 




hei: , 
[.thooj 



igh my'lbriif::. 

diment theli 



fdt wahVdf 4wn;vement place 
|r'the:diispatch'Oi's|ih]^^ as shall' 

lord’s 

^ Sussex, 

bm 'for, -.ijhat '.and, I; 

re . it ha^ed and lined for bini ; 
. ,,_^^ff from ^hs^ Iwishypu notV 
nnminiiful hey^pf i ^d eo for 
Ipkve' ymi; to tbeAimigh- 
ixth of 
' If^ur ycty assui;ed 
Jehd^ . 





his Sim 


' '' ' 
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UBUoily raises an emulation to, follow that son you may write to him ; but 
their groat examples. Thefe can be if your tokens come 1 will .send you 
no greater love than of long time hath such a suit of apparel as shall heboem 
been, and yet is, between sir Harry your father’s son to wear in any court 
Nevell and me ; and so will continue m Germany. Commend me to tl^c 
till our lives end. Love you thus we doctor SJmeoh’s liither. I love the boy 
have done^ and do. One thing I well. I have no more ; but (lod bless 
warn you of; arrogate no preceden- you^ my bweet cliild, in thisjyoild and 
cy neither of your couniiymcn noi for ever; as 1 in thib VorhTffud iny- 
of Strangers; but take )ouv place ^elf happy by my ehilfben. From 
promibcuous, with others, according Ludlow^ Castle, this tiSih of October, 
to your degree and birthright, vvitli 157H. Your very loving father, 
aliens. Follow your disci oet and \ ir- 
tuous brother's rule, who witli great 

discretion, to his great comiaend.i- LETTER XXII. 

tion, won love, and could variously 

ply ceremony witli ceremony. I luar 'Thomas Lorti Tinikhunt^ to Robtrt 
you have the Duich tongue sutfi- Midi of Lintsfet\ on the 

cicutly, whc<eonamgfad. Youniaj lhath of Sir I*hilip Sidaip. 
therefore save ’nouey and discharge ~ 

your Dutchyian ; and do it indeed, My very good lord, 
and send for Air. White; he is an With great grief do I write these 
honest young man, and is faiiJy ho- hues unto you, biung therv^by forc<»d 
fc nest, and good and sounckfo me and to renew to your lemembr^ivce the 
my friends. send you now by Ste- deceabo of that no])le gentlPnian your 
p hen 30f. which you call arrearages ; nephew, by whose dv.itli not only 
term it as you will, it is all I owe you your lordship, and all other his 
till Easter; and 20/. oftiial, as Gnt^ friuid^^ and kinsfolks, but even her 
fin Afadox tellelh me, is Harry inajosW and the whole realm besides 
White’s. 1 will send you at or be- do buffer no small lob.s and detriment, 
fore Frankfort mart (>0/., cither to Nevertheless, it may not bring tlie 
bring you homo or to nnd you abroad, least, comfort unto you, that as he 
as you and your brother bhali agi<*e, hath both lived and died in fame of 
for half a year in ding at Michaelmas; honour and reputalioii to hib name, 
bO Harry While neither hath noi in the worthy serv ice of hib priuce 
shall have csu'.e to think that I am and country, and with as gn'at love 
offended with him ; foi I cannot look m ins life, and with ns many tears 
for, nor almost w i h to liear better for iiis death, as ever i^ny had ; so 
of a man (hnn 1 hear of liim ; and hath he also by his good and godly 
how I intend to deal with Iiim, you end so greatly tei|tified the ashuranco 
may see by the letter I send’ him. of (iod^b infinite mercy towards him, 
lie shall have his 20/. yearly, and as there is no doubt but tliat lie now 
you youf HK)/,, and so be as merry bveth with immortality, free from the 
as you may. I thunk you, niy dear cares and calamiths of mortal mibe- 
boy, for the martern skins you wnte ry; and in place thereof, reinaineth 
of ft is more than ev(*r your eider filled with nil lieavcnly joys and fcdi- 
brotbor bOpt me; aftd I will thank cities, such as cannot be expresbed : 
you moffc if thi?y cotpe, for yot I hear so as I doubt not, but that your lord- 
not of iWm uot ever baw Cabsy-lship in wisdom, alter you have yield- 
^ inyrFs piciuKi . The messenger (ol ed some while to the imperfection of 
the picture f mean) played the man’s nature, will yet in time remem- 
knav^ wuh you and me ; apd after bor how happy in truth ho is, and 
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. how miserable and blind vifo are, th^t far beypnd any that he did or could 
lament his blessed change. Her ma-v enjoy upon the earth ; '^ch as de- 
' jesty seemeth resolute to call hom^ phuds upon no uncertainties, nor can 
your lordship, and intfeudeth pre-, suffer no diminution; and .wherein, 
sently to think of some Jit personage though Jie knew your sufferingSy he 
that may take your place and charge: could not be grieved at your afllic- 
^ And in iny^ opinion, her majesty had tions. Aiid your reason will assure; 
WtVer more cause to wish you here ypu, that beside the vanity of bc^ 
than now ; Fpray God send it spCedi- rnoauing that which hath, no remedy, 
ly. I shall not need to enlarge; my you offpnd. bim whom you loved, if 
letter with any other ,mattersi ,fbr that you hurt that person , whom he loved, 
•this messenger, your lordship’s whol- Remember how apprehensive he was 
ly devoted, can sufficiently inform of your .dangers, and how sorry for 
you of all. And so wishing all com?^ any. thing that troubled your ima- 
fort and contentation unto your lorcl- gine that he sees how you afflict and 
ship, 1 rest your lordship’s wholly for hurt yoprsclf; you will then believe^ 
ever, to use and command as your that though, he looks upon it without 
own. From the Court, this 3d of any perturbation, for that cannot bp 
. November, lASO. Your Jonlsliip’s admitted, by that blessed condition * 
urost assured to command. wherein he is, yet he may censure 

/ . you, and think you forgetftil of the 

. . / friendship that was hi^twecn you, jjjf , 

LETTER XXin. you pursue, not his desires, in l>6|);jig h 

t ‘ \ careful of yourself, who was so^|^ar N 

Hohert of Leicester^ to hh unto him. But he sees you nb^ he *'; 

Daughter Dorothy Counters of . knows not what you do; 

Sunderland^ on the Death of thpjlxpnl Will you do any t^H|^i!|a1: ; 

‘ .Earl her Mushand^ who lost would displease him if 
LifCf vaMantly f^htingfor Kin^ tiiBcwiise} he . is wdmro he doth '^not 
Charles t%e Fifst^ at the Battle yf know it ? I am sute t^t^ was never 
Nfiwberry^ Wth ^•j}ieniber, 1043. iu your thoughts; for Nthe rules > of 

your ablioas must be, vir- 

My deaf Doll, ,1 . ' . tuo, hnd affection to your husband,. 

. I know it is no purpose ’ to advise pot consideration of his igno- 
you not to grieve ; that is not my in- rahee or kuowlccge of what you do ; 
tention ; fof «uch a loss as yours can- that is but an accident ; n^lth;^ do I 
not be received indifferently by a na- think that his presence was at any 
tpre so tender. ,and.;:;^o sensihle as lime more than a. ciicumstance, not 
*>gfours; but though your affectioii to at all necessary to your abstaining 
>ym whom you Joved so dearly, and from those, tilings which might dis- 
your reason hi '.vftluing his merit pje^e him.,' Assure yourself, that all 
(neither of '^vhiclv you copld'do too the sighs and clears that your heart 
‘ much), did expose ^outo the (i^nger< and eyes oah '.sacrifice unto yotir 
of that sorrow which now oppressotli grief, are not such testimonies of your 
you ; yet ifi^ou consult. with that af- affect lou as the taking care of those , 
fection, and with that rea^n, l am whom, he loved, that i.% of 3mhrself>- * 
persuaded that you will ..see cause :tb and of .thoso pledges of ypur mutual ■ 
moderate that sorrow ; for your if- ftifendihip and affeQ|i<^ Whkb he 
fection to that worthy person may h^h leit with you ; an4;, .tvhich, 
tell you, that even to it you cannot though you would dha'hdQn .yoiirse^lf, , 
justify yourself, if you lament his be- niay justly challenge id ypu the por- 
ing raised to a degree of happiness, fprn^t^ of their fafl^efs trust, . re- 
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posed in yoa, to bo careful of them. 
For their sakes, therefore, assuage 
your grief; they all have need of 
you, and one, especially, whose life, 
as yet, doth absolutely depend on 
yours. I know you lived happily, 
and so as nobody but yourself could 
measure the contentment of it. 1 
rejoiced at it, and did thank God for 
making me one of the means to pro- 
curc» It for you. That now is past, 
and 1 will not Hatter you so much as 
to say, I think you can ever be so 
happy in this life again: but this 
comfort you owe me, that I may sec 
you bear this change and your mis- 
fortunes patiently. £ shall be more 
pleased with that than with the other, 
by as much as I esteem virtue and 
wisdom in you more than any incon- 
stant benefits that fortune could be- 
stow upon you. It is likely that, as 
many others do, you will use exam- 
ples to authorize the present passion 
which possesseth you : and you may 
say, that our Saviour himself did 
weep for the death of one he loved ; 
that IS true ; but we must not adven- 
ture too far after his example in tiiat, 
no more than a child should run into 
a river, because he saw a man wade 
througii ; for neither his sorrow, nor 
any other passion could make him 
Bin ; but it is not so with us. He 
was pleased to take our infirmities, 
but he hath hot imparted to us his 
power to limit or restrain them ; 
for if we let our passions loose they 
will grow headstrong, and deprive us 
oC the jmwer which we musk reserve 
to ourselves, that we may recover the 
government which our reason and 
our religion ought to have above 
them. 1 doubt not but your eyes are 
full of tears, and not the emptier for 
jthosc they shed, God comibn you, 
'and let VL'A join in prayer to him, that 
he niM be pleaded to give his grace 
to you, to Yo»h mother, and to my- 
aeji^ai all of us may resign and 
mKSi ourselves entirely and cheer- 
pPIr to hH pleasure. So nothing 


shall bo able to make us unhappy in 
this life, nor to hinder us from being 
happy in that winch is eternal. 
Which lliat you may enjoy at the 
end of yourdajs whoso number 1 
wish as great as of any mortal crea- 
ture; and tliat through them all >ou 
may find such comforts *os we best 
and moht necessary fbT yoiO' if is, 
and' shall eier he, the constant 
prayer of your father that loves jou 
dearly. 

Oxford, 10th October, 1643. 


LETTER XXIV, 

Robert Earl of EeicesUr to the 
Qu(^n^ at Oxford^ deshin^ to 
know wht/ Ite was dismisstd fnmi' 
the Office of Lord Jjicutenant of 
Inlajid. 

Madam, 

Suffer yourself, I beserch yon, to 
receive from a perhon, happy hereto- 
fore m your majesty^s gootl opinion, 
this humble petition ' That w hoi eas 
,the king hath conferred a gteat ho- 
nour upon me, which noW lie hath 
taken from mo, a Her a 10ilm]|^d ex- 
penseful attendauce for my oM^tch ; 
and after his majesty had^'^djivers 
I times sigptfied, not only to me, but 
to my If^ also, his intention 

to scud dfe into Ireland; since 
which, 1 cknnot imagine uhaf I 
have done to alter majesty’s just 
and gracious pur|me towards me. 
And whereas pleased the 

king to tell mo ||py that he liaTt 
both acquainted |H||f majesty at the 
first, with hi'i intuSKtioti to give me 
thfil, employment, and sinci^ that lie 
wdmd deprive me of it ; I humbly 
conceive it to be very likely, that the 
king bath also told your maiesty tlie 
cause that moved him to it ; for I pre- 
sume, that upon a servant of his and 
yours, recommended to his favour by 
your majesty, he would not put such 
a disgrace without telling your ma- 
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jesty iho reason why he did it ; but, seech your majesty to make ray ol^ 
as I could never Matter myself with fence to appear, that I may undeceive 
. any conceit that I had deserved that myself, and see that it was but a 
honour, so I cannot accuse myself false integrity which I have boasted 
neither of having deserved to be dis- and presumed upon, that others may 
possessed of it in a manner so extra- Iknow that which yet they can but 
ordinary, and so unusual to the king, suspe "* ; and that 1 may no longer 
" xjo punish without showing the causes shelter myself under the vain pro- 
' of his displeasure. . tectionof a pri^tended affection tp 

In all humility,, therefore, I be- the king and your majesty's service, 
seech your majesty to let me know nor under the excuse of ignorance 
my fault, which I am confident lor infirmity: but let me bear the 
shall acknowledge, as Soon as I may whole burden of disloyalty and in- 
see it ; for though it be too late to gratitude, which admits no protection 
offer su^h satisfaction as, being gra- nor excuse. And I humbly promise 
ciously accepted, > might have pre- your majesty, that if either of those 
vented the misfortune which has fall- crimes be proved against me, I never 
en upon me ; yet I may present the will be so impudent as to importune 
testimonies of my sorrow foi; having you for my pardon. But if I be no 
given any just cause of oficnce to otherwise guilty than a misinfor-iii 
either of your majesties. mation, or misfortune, many times 

I seek not to recover my office, makes men in this world ; then I 
madam, but your good opinion; or beg leave to think still, that I, have 
to obtain your pardon, if my fault be been a faithful subject and servant to 
but of orxor ; and that I may either the king. And though I renounce' 
have the happiness to satisfy ypur all other worldly contentments, whilst , 
majesties that I have not offended,, ^the miseries of these times endure, 
and so justify my first innocence, dt Wherein the king, yout majesty, and 
repentance, which I may call | |ne whole kingdom suffer so much 
innocened.^^ I must confe^;[$|)at^it would be a shonqie for any pri- 
thi^^'is a great inipbrtunity ; but, ^r^pman to be happy, and a sin to 
presume,,^ your majesty will forgivi^'^iim^k^^^^^ so; yet there is one 
it, if yob please to consider how ‘M^iness that I may justify; there- 
much I am concern^ in that yvhich fpnl'I: aspire unto it, and humbly der 
brings instant destruction to my for- sire it of your majesty, that you wijf 
tune, present dishoiibut to myself, be pleased to think of me ' as of your 
and the sanie, for ever, to my poor majesty *s most faithful and moatobc-. 
"family; for I might have pa^d away dieijt creature* 
unregarded and, unrcmeinbered. But ,,9th December, 1043. 

‘>now, having hden ' raised to an emi- 
xient place, and dispossessed of it othr 

erwise than think any of myprede- , r LETTER XXV. 
cessors in that pl«^ce have been, the , 

usual time being not expired,^ no Algernon , Sictne^^ to Ms Father iJo- 
fence objected, , nor any recompense , h^t JEeorl of Leicester^ , / \ 

* assigned ; 1 shdl be transmitted to . ; 

the knowledge of following, tiines My lord, 
with a mark of distrust, which I can- The pass^e of letters froin Eng- 
not but think an infamy, full of grief land hither is ^ unpertain', that I did 
to myself, and of prejudice to iny npt, until within thete very; few days, 
posterity. ' * hear the sad- hevys of my bother’s 

For these reasons I humbly be- death. I was tbeb.^W^ih the king of 
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Sweden at Nycopin in Falster. This 
is the first opiiortimity I have had^ of 
sending to condole with your lord- 
sliip, a loss that is so great to your- 
self and your family ; of which niy 
, sense was not so much diminished in 
being prepared by her long, languish- 
ing, and certainly incurable sickness, 
as increased by the ' last words ami 
actions of her life. 1 confess, per- 
sons in such tempers are most ht to 
. die^ but they are also, most wanted 
, here; and we that for awhile are 
■ ; left; in the world are most apt, and 
perhaps with reason, ^o regret most 
: ■ the loss, of those we most want. It 
‘may be, light and human passions are 
.most suitably en^loyed upon human 
’ had worldly things, wherein we 
have some sensible concernment; 
: thoughts, absolutely abstracted from 
ourselves, are, more Suitable tin to 
that steadings of mind that is much 
' spoken of, tittle sought, and never 
found, than that which is seen 
amongst men. Jt were a small com 
pliment for me to offer your lordshii 
to le^ive the employment in which' 

, am* if I in any thing be af 
ease your lo^ship’ssolitudej' ^ 
§;fctiuld propose ihat to myself, I'' 
cbecrteilly leave a condition oi 
i'^;inore,, pleasure and advantagd-^PK" 
''i’'icaaL!V^ith reason hope for. 

; LETTER XXVI. ^ 

Shar^ id the Dvhe of 

to her jlwy 0^ 'Tilburg 

■ ' 

I rome^her, ih eightyi-eight,, vijait- 
ing upon; the eaH of Leicester , at Til;*: 
Ubury camp, and 

Toiihgaf :wi^LtoyKhoM^'ma^ter, 
|^he‘.'eatl':pT Easpi';;.'; T.p'arpk^: sdme- 

" ' ly^g; one 
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old lord treasurer Burleigh came thi- 
ther, and delivered to the earl the 
examination of Don Pedro, wdio was 
taken and brought in by sir Francis 
Drake, which examination the earl 
of Leicester delivered unto „ me to 
publish to the army in my next ser- 
mon. The sum of it was this ; 

Don Pedro being asked,*" wliat was 
the intent, of their coming, stoutly 
answered the Idrds^ What, but to 
subdue, your nation, . and root it 
out? 4 

‘Good, said the lords; and iVhat 
meant you then to do with the Catho- 
lics.„ He answered, We meant to 
send them (good men) directly unto 
IIep.veh, as all you that are heretics 
to Hell, Yea, but said the lords, 
What meant you to do with your 
whips of ^cord. and wire ? (whereof 
they had groat store in their ships). 
What? said he; we meant to whip 
iyptr heretics "to death, that hw as- 
sisted my master^s rcbels,-4ind done 
such dishonours to our Catholic 
9^i|1g and people. Yea, but wiiat 
|#6uld you have done, said they, with 
tlieir young children ? The^, said 
hci w'hich were above seven years 
[;old, should have, gone the ‘way their 
fathers went ; the rest sliotild have 
lived, brjinded in the forehead with ’ 
the lettqr for .Lutheran, to perpe- 
[tual bondage. / 

This, I take <Ipd to witness, I re- 
ceived of those great lords upon ex- 
amihatioiji takOn by the (Oouncil, and ' 
by commandment dfelivered it to the ^ 

armir- '' ' ' ^ 


army- , 

The queen, 
through all the;^j 
myi as armed; 
ble. 'footmen, 4 
Morris, then'.Jpit^' 

tlre’nexit:? 
was, 
the ariii 
fast 


^jiriorning, rod^ 
&ns .of .her ar- 
by no- 
and 
id divers 
, made an 

ito filer athiy, which 
; departure I 
b .t;^deliver to all , 

, 0 a public , 

if'iiver^'these : — '' 
People, we have been 
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persuaded by some that are carefU! : Ll^TTER X&VII. 
of our safety, to Ukc hoed how We ' ^ 

. commit Ourself, to armed multitudes Lord Bacon to James L 
for fear of treachery : but I aas^ire 
you, I do not desire to live to distrust , ;> It ihay please you^ most excellent 
, my faithful and loving people. Let majesty, 

tyrants 'fear; I have always so behav-i I do many times with gladness, 
.^d myself, that under God I have and for a remedy of my other la- 
placed iny chiefest stremgth and sale- hours, revolve in my mind the great 
guard in the loyal hearts and goodwill happiness which God (of his singu- 
of my subjects. And therefore I am lar goodness) hath accumulnlcd up- 
come amongst you as you see at this on your majesty every way ; and 
time, not for my recreation and dis- how complete the same would be, 

, port, but being resolved in the midk if the state of your means were 
and heat of the battle to live or die once rectified and well ordered ; 
amongst you all, to lay down for my your people military and obedient, 
God, and for my kingdom, and for fit for War, used to peace ; your 
my people, my honour, and my blood, church enlightened with good 
even in the dust. I know I l^^vo the preachers, as in heaven with stars; 
body but of a weak and feeble wo- your judges learned, and learning 
man, but I liave the heart and sto- from you ; just, and just by ypur 
macb of a king, and of a king of example ; your , nobility in ,a right 
England too; and think fouf^corn, distance between' crown and peo- 
that.l^arma, or Spain, or any prince pie, no oppressors of the people, no 
, in Europe- should dare to invade the overshadowers of the crown; your 
borders of iny realm ; to wliich, ra- council full of tributes of care, faith, 
ther than any dishonour should grow, and freedom ; your gentlemen and 
by me, I myself will take up arms, L justices of peace willing to apply 
; niyself will be your general, judge,' your roj^al mandates to the' nature 
and rewarder of every one of your of their several counties, but ready 
virtues in the fieldi. I know already to obey ; your servants in awe of 
for your forwardness you have de- your wisdom, in hope of your good- 
served rewards and crowns; and nessj the fields growing. evcry.day, 
we do assure you, “in the word by the improvement and^ recovery 
of a prince, they ^shall be duly pf grounds, froih the dofiort to the 
paid you. In the mean time, my garden; the city growa from wood 
lieutenant general shall be in my to brick ; your sea-walls, or. 
stead, than whom never prince vm of your island surv^yejf, yand m 
fi, commanded a more noble or Wor- edifying; your mefchari^;.^teibra«jng 
J '\hy subject : . ttpt; doubting but by the whole eorapass of the World, 
Your obedienoeviW' my^Ngeneral, by east, west^ north, and fkitiih;.the 
your concord iljrihe camp, and your times giving you peace, and yet ot 
valour in theiSoid, we shall shortly fering^ou opportunities of actioh; 
have a famoiia victory over thbse;ene^' abroad ; and, lastly, your excellent' 
tnies bfmy'G6d,' ofmy kingdom«,\ahd royal issue entailing these b}essi|]i|*s 
of my V ;'S' ’ and fayeum of God to descend. 

This I thought would delight to all posterity. It resteth,- there^ 
grace,’ and no man hath it. but toy- fore, that God haying , done sd 
self, and such as I have given it great things for yohr 'toajesty^^aia^ 
to; and therefore I made bold to you fer others,, yb«t ,^ do so 
send it unto you, if you have i|i nek touch for 
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with the reqjifying and settling of 
your estate and means, which only 
is wanting. , Hoc rchm defiiit unum< 

I, therefore, whom only lore; and du- 
ty to your majesty and your royal 
line hath made a financier, do intend 
to present unto your majesty h perfect 
book of your estate, like a'perspectire 
glass, to draw your'estate near to your 
sight ; beseeching ydOr majesty to con- 
ceive, that if I have not attained to that 
that I would do in this which is not 
proper for me, nor in my element, I 
shall make your majesty amends in 
some other thing in which I am bet- 
ter bred. God ever preserve, &.c. 


[book II. 


LETTER XXVIII, 

“ Walter Raleigh to James L 

It is one part of the ofhee of a just 
V, and worthy prince to hear the com- 
plaints of fiis vassals, especially such 
as are ij(i great misery. I know not, 
amongst many other presumptions 
gathered against me, how your ma^ 

, Jesty hjith been persuaded that I was 
one of them, Wfeo M^ere 'vgreitly 
contented, and therCfb^^he moro^ 
likely to prove' disl<]yil!^ But , the, 
■ great Godv so reheyeiv 'me in both 
worlds a^I the; contrary ; jam! I 
topk as great comfort io behold your 
, majesty,, and '^ways learned some 
gdod, aiid, bettering niy knowledge 
by hearing your majesty’s dis- 
; I do. most humbly, be- 

' seebh ; your sovereign majesty not 
to "bpiieve any of those in my par- 
ticular, who, under pretence of q& 
fences to kihga^r dp easily work th^ir 
particular TeVenget Itrust no man, 
.^. uiidp^r tho csrdiow pf malting exam* 


1^; pies, shmild' persuade ydujr maj^ty 
leaVO ' tli^ ■ . 6iXt of 

if Owr 

' ' flip yOUr 'wA't'i'*. 


aeds^ thaxi'f' 


^the ' kiilg8''&an | 


C®sar ;was of Pompey's wife; for 
notwithstanding she was cleared for 
having company with Claudius, yet 
fer belhg suspected he condemned 
her. t^br myself^ I protest before 
Almighty God, And I speak it to my 
master and sovereign, that I never . 
invented tirdtiBon against him; and^ 
yet I know J . shall fall in manibus 
eoram^ a g[ui]bus non ^fossmn evaderef^ 
unless by your majesty’s gracious 
compassion I be sustained. Our law 
therefore, most merciful prince, know- 
ing, her own cruelty, and kiimving 
that she is wont to compound treason 
out, of presumptions and circumstan- 
ces, doth give this charitable advice 
to the Icing her supreme, Non solum 
sapiens^ esik $ed et misericorsy &«c. 
Cum tutiussU redder e rationem mue-~ 
ricordim quomjudicii.f I do, there- 
fore, on the knees of my heart bo- 
seech'^your majesty, from your own 
sweet and comfortable disi)osition, to 
remember that I have served your 
majesty twenty years, for which your 
majesty hath yet given mq no re- 
ward : and it is fitter I should be in- 
debted unto my sovereign lord, than 
.the king to his poor vassal. Save 
me therefore, mpfet merciful prince, 
that I may owe your majesty my life 
itself, than whicli' there cannot be a 
greater debt, ^imit me at least, my 
sovereign lord, Shat I *nay pay it for 
your service yrhem ^ur majesty shall 
If 

‘ ” ^ out of your pow- 

vp ripne to fe^r buL?-^ 

;v, ' • 


the Kthg 0f kings^;„;i 


Car, 

iSiy^'V , 

Afiteif many losses and many years^ 

* hktoi the hands of those from whom 1 can- 
net escape^ 

t Wot. only, to be, wise but merciful, &c. 
Bine# it la easier to give a reason for mercy 
than ibr joAtice. 
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sorrows, of both which I have cavise which, if it please you to know the 
to fear X was mistaken in their ends, truth, is far less in value than in 
. it is come to my knowledge, that fame. But that so Worthy a- gentle- 
yourself (whom I know not but by man as yourself will rathei^ bind us 
an honourable favour) hath been per^ tin you (being sik gentlemen not base 
suaded to give me and mine my last in birtb and alliance which have in- 
fatal blow, by obtaining from his ma-^ ferest therein) ; and myself, with 
jesty the inheritance of my children my uttermost thankfulness, will re- 
and nephews, lost in law for want of main ready to obey your command- 
aword. This done, there rem^meth meats. * - 

nothing witJi me but the name of " 
life. His majesty, whom I never of- 
fended (for I hold it unnatural and LETTER XXX. 

unmanlike to hate goodness), staid 

me at the grave’s brink ; not that ! Str Waliisr Rrdeighto Prince Hm- 
thought his majesty thought me wor- ry, Son of Jmus L 

thy of many deaths, and to behold ^ • 

mine cast out of the world with my- May it please your highness, 
self, but as a king that knoweth the The following lines are addressed 
poor in truth, hath teceivdd a promise to your highness from a man who va- 
irom God that his throne shall be lues his liberty and a very small for- 
established. * tune in a remote part of this island, 

And for you, sir, seeing your fair under the present constitution, above., 
day is but in the dawn, mine drawn all the riches a^nd hoiloprs that he^' 
to the setting; your own virtues and could any where enjoy under any ‘ 
the king’s grace assuring you of ma- other establishment* , 

ny fortunes and much honour ; I be- . You sec, sir, ' doettihes that 
seech you begin not your first builds ajre 'lately come into the world, and 
ing upon the ruins of the innocent, lidw far the phrase has obtained of 
and let mine and their sorrows calling you)r;,roy^ faither, God’s vice- 
attend your first plantation. I have gerent ; which; ill men have turned 
ever been bound to your nation, as both to the dishoncmr of God, and the 
well for many other graces, as for the impeachment of hi® majesty’s good- 
true report of my trW to the king’s ness. They adjoin vicegerency to 
majesty; against whom, had I been the idea of being all-pqwerful, an<X 
malignant, the hearing of my cause hot to that of being all^good. His; 
would not have '^b^nged enemies in- majesty’s wisdom, it , is to be hoped,, 
to friends, mal?w into compassion, will save him from the snare that 
and the minds of; the greatest number may lie under gross adhlatibns : but 
"'"then present the commisetatioii your youth, and the thirst of praise 

Mf mine estate.; is not the, nature which I have observed in you, may 
of foul treason to l^get such fair pas- possibly mislead you to hearken to . 
sions : neither could it agree with the these ohm who would conduct 
duty and love of, faithful subje^s your noble nature into tyranny. Be 
pecially of your hatioii) to bowailms careful, O my prinoel Hear them ; 
overthrow tW had conspir^ against from their deceits; you are. 

their most natural and liberal ‘ I in thb idcccssioh to a throne, from 
therefore trust that you Vili .not be whence! no evil can be i minted to, 

the first that shall kiU us outright, you; but ladi good musi: ^ 
cut dow;» the tree with the frmn you. . Yoin?; lather is called the 

and underjgb the curse of them that, vicegerent of WnBe he U 

enter the fields of the fatherless good, he 
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Shall man have authority from the 
fountain of good to do H ? No, riiy 
prince, let moan and degoheratc spi- 
rits, wiii<?h want benevojonc.e, sup- 
pose your power intpaired by a disa- 
bility of doing injuries. If want of 
power to do ill be tui incapacity in a 
prince, with revereiict* he it spoken, 
it is an incapacity he has in common 
with the I^ity. liet me mot doubt 
but all pleas, wiiioh do not carry in 
fricm the mutual happiness of prince 
and people, will appear as absurd to 
your great understanding, as disa- 
greeable to your noble nature. Ex- 
ert yourself, O generous prince, 
against such sycophants, -in the glori- 
ous cause of liberty ; and ^ assume 
such an ambition worthy of you, tp 
seizure your fellow-creatures from 
gflavery; from a condition as much 
below that of brutes, as to act with- 
out reason is less miserable than to 
act against it Preserve to your future 
subjects the divine right of free agents; | 
and to y^Ur oWn royal house the divine! 
right tif being their benefactor^; Re- 
lieve me, my.princfe, there is no other ^ 
right can flow from God, 
your highness is forming your^If fq|:; 
a throne, c^^ider the laws a|: 
m!iu^ cqmihoh-j^hiCes in youir 
of the science of goverhtnonl,^ 
you mean nothing bdt 


[book It. 


are arf, ease .and\jielp evermore so 

way .'.of 

the glqriqi)si|^Mailons of deliv’^ers' 
and fathe)^ 'jqp their^ county j • 'tliis 
made the^ght of thei^fironserilieir; 


beholders '’'Into 


lOhap, and' 


mankind incapable 0ij;h^ing 


very a] 
it as a 


intend'* yopr;^ 

fewWtW'" ' 

'jj^wee of f 
yjnw.,vm 


iatiCe, without appWddfi 


Which'' will" 
„y?hil'e y'ouJ 


,men 
OunP."'a<^|ons ; 
srt^'i’iKdW'easi- 

ihgl^miess; 



N;:'- 


would insinuate, you haVo lost yoUr 
subjects when you have lost their in** 
cii nations. You arc to preside over 
the uiindd, hot the bodies of men ; 
tlie soul is the essoice of the man, 
and you cannot have the true man 
against his inclinations. Choose 
therefore to l>o the king or the con- 
queror of your people; it may be 
submission, but it cannot be obedi- 
ence that is passive. I arn, sir, your 
highness’s most faithful senrvant. 

London, Aug. 1'2, 1611. 


LETTER XXXL 

Lord Bacon to James L after Ms 
^isgrax'.e. 

It may please your most excellent 
Majesty, 

In the midst of niy misery, which 
is rather “ assuaged by rcijricmluance 
than by hope, my chiefost worldly 
comfort is to think, that since the 
time I bad the first vote of the com- 
mons bottfie of parliament for com- 
hiJssigdCr of the union, untiUhe time 
was, by ihisla^parliament, cho- 
►y both bona^s for thqirtnesseii- 
to your inaje^y in the fj^tltiosu of 
Were ‘"my ' first 


have my j>Opr services 
graciouei^ locepted by your majesty, 
ap^i^l^ei^ise iiot any of . 

tjlieii^?''ii|^arry 'nether 

wise ti^e^ 

to iiiy^l'f, ;bjpf former - w 

inci|estyf$ and the , latp- 

which 

catj^uj^ arid' keep, 

6ib6n‘^said:to,your ma- 
jesty '■ Wj^^T jtoW'ard^v ybd;;* out, as a 

bucKet:;'i^m^ , cistern, to draw fortli 
and cbh^ryei^ whereas yphrself was 
the fountain* Unto this comfort of 
nineteen years’ prosperity, there suc- 
ceeded comfort even in my great- 
est adversity, somewhat of the same 
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nature, whiclii^s, that in those. oC^ some gifts, if I may hold them. All 
fences wherewith I was charged, this 1 do most thankfully acknow- 
tlierc was not any due that had sj>e- ledge, and do lierewith (^hclude, that 
cial relation to your majesty, or any for any thing arising, from ihyi^lf to 
' your particular commandments. For move yOur eye , of pity totvairds mo, 
as towards Almighty Ood there are tliero is much more in my present , 
oflcnces against the -first and second mi^ry than in niy past services ; save-, { 
table, and yet all against God ; so that the same, your majesty’s good-^ / 
w'ith the servants of kings, there are ness, that may give relief to the one, 
offences more immediate against may give value td the other, 
the sovereign, although all Offences And, indeed, if it may please your 
against law are also against the king, majesty, this theme of my misery is 
TIuto which comfort there is added so plentiful, as it need not be coupled 
this circumstance, that as my faults with any thing else. I have been 
were not against your majesty, other- somebody by yoiir majesty’s singular* 
wise than as all faults are ; so my and undeserved favour, even the 
fall was not your majesty’s act, other- prime officer of your kingdom. Your 
wise tlian as all acts of justice are majesty’s arm hath oilen been laid 
yours. This I write not to insinuate over mine in council, when you pre- 
with your majesty, but as a most sided at the table ; ^ near was I! I 
humble appeal to your majesty’s gra- have borne your ' majesty’s image in 
cions remembrance, how honest and m^tal, much more in, my heart. I ■ 
direct you have ever found me in was never, in nineteen years’ service, 
your service, whereby I have an as- chidden by your majesty ; but con- 
surod belicfj^hat there is in your ma- trariwise, often overjoyed when your 
jeaty’s own princely thoughts a grpat inajes^ ^ould sometimes eay, i was 
deal of serenity and clearness tjcK, a 

wards me, your majesty’s now pros* 'iMiliyself ; sotnetimes, that I had a 
trale,..aud cast down servant. - : wky||Q deal in business mo- 

Neillier, my rapsfc gracious kovj^’< riis^ fwitich w^; the \y4jr which was 
reign, do by this mention of ihy jtp<?5t according; to heart; 
former services, lay clairp to your most gra^ejibu;^ speeches, of 

princely graces and bounty, thougb^; and - trust, which I feed on 

the privilege of calamity dpth bear why should I speak 

tliat formof j)ctitipn., I know* well, djf wliich are now va- 

had they been rnu'cli more, they h^ nished, but only the betf^ to express 
.been but my Ixiundcn duty; nay, T my.dwpfhl? ' / 

must also copfpss, that they were . For no^ 4 is thus With me : I am 
from time to tim^, fhr above my me- a year and a half * old in misery; 
•rit, over and super-rewarded by your though I must ever acknowledge, not 
rfnajesty’s benefits, which ymu hWped without some mixture ol^our majes- 
upoii me. Yout;"maj€sty w'as and ia ty^s grace and mprey^ lor I do not 
that master tome,^tba-t raised and ad- think it possible that any one, whom 
vanced me nine times, thrice ht dig^ you once loved, should be totally mise^ ; 
nity, and six -times 'iii offices, rable. .Mine own means, through my^i; 

pl*aces Were indeed the} own improvidence, are pbor^.; 
all'your services; but ^ihen they bettor than., iny 5 father 

both honour and profits ; and 8^6 ibft me.,: ;The poor things, that! ^ 
then profits might have maintained had from your majesty either in 
my now honours, if I bad been wise ; ^ ; 

neither wis your majesty’s: immed^ ;>.TUcref^ Ais w 
ate liberality wanting towards me m df; Oie year 1S2S. | , 
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question or at courtesy. My digni- 
ties remain inarks of your past fa- 
vour, but burdens of my present for- 
tune. The |>oor remnants which I 
had of my former fortunes in plate 
or jewels, I have spread upon poor 
men unto whom I owed, scarce leav- 
ing myself a convenient subsistence ; 
so as to conclude, ; X must pour out 
my misery before your majesty so 
far as to say, jSi tu ocscm, perimusr 
But as I can offer to your majes- 
ty's compi^sion little arising from my- 
sself to inove ypu^ except it be my ex- 
treme 'misery, . which I have truly 
opened ; so looking up to your ma- 
jesty's !6wn self, I should think I 
committed Cain’s fault, if I should 
despair. Your majesty. is a king 
Itdiose heart is as iinscrutable for se- 
^ct motions of goodness, as fof ‘depth 
of wisdom. ^ You are creator-like, 
factive not destructive : you are. the 
prince jin wlmm bath ever been noted 
an; aversion against any thing that Fa- 
voured lof ah hard heart; as on the 
other side, your princely eye 
wpnt to meet with any motion tliht 
was made On the relm “ 
Therefore, as, one that 
happiness ip^khow your 
hand, I have, , most gricjlqjna;*^^^ 
reigh^ faith enough for; a> 
andmtich - moire -for.' a^'gracbi^lfthaf 
y^<|hajesty wdl hot ahffer yohr'' poor, 
ermtitfe, be. :hteerly' defaced, -nor. 

put of your book, 
-Upon wl^'^^' yoUr hand hath 

BA fe*:' tjie''jgiviiig hiiii;new 
and hdditiSpns. 

Etc this, degree 


bbpe: God (pf . whid^ towards 

ahd.adTei)^^ 
at t«sUmo|)ijd^:hlid' 

1 . ^ I 


me, bdib^,,. 



your 

L|i?ed' to 


as bJi commiserable j^ersoUs (especi- 
ally such as find tlieir hearts void of 
all malice) are apt to think that all 
men pity them, so I assure myself 
that the lords of your council, , who, - 
out of their wisdom and nobleness, 
cannot but be sensible of human 
events, will in this way which I go for 
the relief of my estate, further and 
advance yoiir majesty’s goodness to- 
wards me ; for there is, as I conceive, 
a kind of fraternity between great 
men that are, and those that have 
been, being but the several tenses of 
one verb. Nay, I do farther pre- 
sume, that both houses of parliament 
will love their justice the better, if it 
end not in my ruin : for I have been 
often told by many of my lords, as it 
were Si the way of excusing the se- 
verity of the sentence, that they know 
they left me in good hands. And - 
ypur majesty knoweth w^ell I have 
been all my life long acceptable to 
thbse assemblies : not by^flattery, but 
by mbderation, and by ""honest ex- 
pressing of a desire to have all things 
gp fairly and well. ' i-. 

But if it may plehse your m^Psty > 
](fpr saints I sh^ljgive them reve- 
i^ce, but no addVI^idn ;; n)y address, r 
#tp yopf majip^yr the Ipuntain of 

by the 
feel thdt in -gift 
jiybteb I janalViP^^ ftjel in he|p;" 
for my des,ii!es ar6; mopeirate, and my . 
cotltse,s measiired fo .a Ufo orderly and 
t^^ved, hpping still Ip’Ai yottr lii- . 
■|^y;::bottour jn mf'Wy/ pnlMmoat,' 
ihumbly beseech youti' 
foe, leave to; ccfoclfo^e with *;! 
words, which necessity; 

IXelp nae, dear %yeirejjgn,. lord' aiid 
' ipr^ 'and pity as that I, that 
a; b^,>be not now in my 
" ^ I Jh effect to bear a wallet ; 


'''•"I ' '* ^ V ' r 'i'-' 


desire to live tp,study, 
Jfo’ driven tp study to Kve. X 
mb^^biifobly crave pardpn of a long 
lettfop after a long sileh^^ God of 
heaven 'pver bless, . pteserve, and 
Ipfosjper your majesty. ' Your majes- 



bbot. ^ ,, ei 
^*J9 .(>^, (mdiBlU; sei^v&nt'im^d e»iq>ticb.. 

iTiftTi. tfill wrin flint. flitit 


num. 
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JLor^ id Atfchbishiijp-{, 

' ,' ' JjavA. . ' •/ 

Maf it please your gmce, , : ■ 
lam gotten hither £o a’poor house 
I Jiave, having beep this last weekj 
almost feasted to death ; at ITojrk. . Ih 
trulh, for any thing ,1 can hnd, they 
^ M^ere not ill pleased to see me. Sure 
. 1 am,' it much contented me to be 
amongst my old acquaintance, which 
' I would.'not leave for any other affec- 
tion 1 have, blit to that which both 
profess and owe to' the person of his 
sacred majesty. X^ordt with •what 
^quietness' in myself could I live in 
comparison of that noise ahd labour 
I met with elsewhere ; and 1 protiest 
put up more crowns in my purse , atl 
tlie year’s end too. But we’ll let thfd 
pass. For I atlf not like, to enjoy that 
blessed condition upon earth. <Ahd 
therefore my resolution is set, to, en-' 
dure p^d struggle with it sp Ipiig as 
this cfisizy body will hear it; and 
finally, drop into the silent grave, 5 
where both all' theSq. (which I now 
> could, as t t&ink', iiiadcently delight 
myself in) and myself ard to W for- 
gotten; and fare them *weih . I per- 
suade myself exuto I. am able 

to lay them down very quietly, and 
yet leave behind me, a truth niert ta] 

be forgotten, a perfect knd full re^, 

■^hfiqmhrahce ofm!y bqing your Rice’s 
most hpmbly to. bo <^mmanded. 
ftawthorp^the 17th pf Aug, 1636. 

■'LETT£^'':^XXJII, 

Chefries Z to Lord 


, ‘Wentwo^h, ^ 

Certainly 1 'Should be much to 
blame not to Mmit ^ good a servant 
as you are to speak with Binco! 
I deny it to none that there is not y 

Vox. MI. Woa. B7 ^ 3!^. - 


|freel;^ ,teB you that the cMise^D^f this 
^esjrqi'.^youi's, if it. bp'.khbwh^AWill 
l^tlier:*hearten than di^ori^ ^ypur 
ehl^t^fes ; for, if they bah onco' 6nd 
the; dark setting' 
Q#:h , storm, when I eay No, they will .. 
rnake you leave fo pa*'© for any thing 
in a - short , while but for your fears* 
“Apd, believe it, the marks of my fk- 
yoiirs that stop ihalicious tongues tirb 
iieith^f places nor titles, but the lit-; 
lie Welcome ! give to accusers;; 'and 
the willing ear I give to jny 
vants ; , this is; not to disparage thpse 
Ifavoyrs (for envy flies most at the 
fairest mark), but to sliow their use ; 
to wit, not to quell envy, but to re- 
ward service ; it being truly so, when 
the master witliout the servant*s im^' ^ 
portuhity does .ptherwise men 

li. aw'' ''’ iJi'X,-: ' ''-ij ] ' it... 


judge it more ; 
servant’s wit ^ 


from the 

-- . - _ . .. ^ t'h^ ; ['master’s . fa-’ ‘ 

your. I. will; end' with a rule,; tliai 
may serve foar; blatpaman/b^ 
tiiVj:: ^or, ; a lover : 1[^#.or main a de- 
i^hj&e or apology beforh you be 
Icjused; And ^ I rest your asshrhd 
[ffieh'd.^ 

Lindhurst, 3d Septi 1036. 

Fpr , my lord marshal, as 'jfon .h^vp. 
.' armed roe, so’l warrant yoh-"; 

'! tl^TEK-.Xyxiy.;'..;'’ ■ 

J. \ ' ; ' , ’ ’a';; •/ ^ ' 

Z. to the Edtrl ofi Straffpfd* 

Straiprpr'd, > „ ‘‘I - 'T' 

Tlie rojsfor^hnh thai^ is fallen upon 
g an d 
being'll 


you by the sbahg 
conjuncture of tl 
,^ph, that I':|huat lay by the thoughtj' 


^ Jyou hereafter in roy 
fairs ; * y^^%tnnpt, satisfy roysaflj^;. 
^jb,ohpdif;'blr-^hscience, ■ withohf;.^M 
§unhg yOn (how in the^ midit of 
'^n^<{^bfes)/that/upoh 
■ ‘Id’ shall 
; fortune,'.' 

^ard"’irrpi» a,?' 




[Book 11. 

d^lgOntly fellow theit ; for, 

time to liivte experi-; 
oboe iu: the; it wfll l>e far more 
;^fe to trOs^ fe their judgmoSta than 
youbb^o'r ■ '' 

Lose lipt time bf ; youth, 

htit gathef^p^ seeds I of virtue and 
imowiedge W^feh may be. of use tb 
yourself, arid Jedmfert to yotir friends, 
for the test of : your life. ' that 
this riiiay be^jtlie better effected, at- 
tend thereuhto with patience, and 
be stire to'cprrect and xefraip yopr- 
aclf from anger, Sufiet hot sorrow 
to cast you .down, but with cheerful- , 
ness and good courage go on the race 
you vhave to run in all sobriety and 
greater IjiiWe to impart my mind jtruth. Bfe' sm with an hallowed 
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\,ible a seryapt ■ a^'' you ^ha^e,- sfew^ 
■-yourself yet it ia||s;much'a6 
1 conceive the‘ 3 ^eserit;tiihes:w 
mit, though, hone , : shall, 
from heihg ybur . cohirt^t falltlim 
fyiend. • .k/ 

Whitcha^, 1841; . 

LETTER iXXy. 

of Strafford to ids Skftt. 

' l^y dearest Will, 

These are the last lines that you 


are,i 


from a father, Uiat ten- 
on* I wish tlieirei were.a 


n^o . ybu.; but piir nierciful, Gad will 
"" " * ^ all things by bis !; rand 

hnd protect you '^kll , your 


. ways i to whose infinite^goodriess I 


and, therefore be not ferget them in the greatest; for tho 


.. . but serve him, andtrust 
ib ^d be will preserve and pros; 
peje^ you in all things* ' 

, Be sure you give, all respect to my 
j^e,thaV hath ever bad a great IbvC 
UUtb you, therefoiU will be yrell 
bOeopiihg ypu^ , Neybr he wanting 
; to your sajbibr.e* 

you’f/^':iih¥'’WiH;^gi^ Otheri^^ 

, is';b!dbty ’ ,that'' 9^^ .therm. , ln">pr ' 
pi^her'iaiii 
■' your''C«itd''and -af-t 
. i-'iwpst;- be; very i 

iifmbt^'you ' 

iP'i' "* 'this lilte^^ehard ;,mUSt • yOU i 
ri,' fer ip^; 
ib(^hfpi 







' morn- 
i^toend 
mbe^ 
^Wiih 

.f 


care tp have reject to all the com- 
mandments jof God, and give not 
yourself to neglect thetti in the least 
things, lest by degrees you come to 


hdart of a man is deceitful above all 
things. And in airyoUr duties and 
devotions J towards . God , raihOr . per- 
form them joyfully than pensivedy, 
for God Ipves a^fjdp^rfu} giver*, For 
your religion, directed ac- 
cording to ' shall ; be 

taught by thdf^!^^p^r^.^,mi;Gbd!s 
church; the. Wbpef feacpepf thcreti^ 
fere./ rSthcr;|3^1fptn'^^ibAt,J/;|btt - 'ever 
hither faney',,^e'ib or', be 

led by;,^iae^p^‘"tfkt\ in 

tbeir aiid delight, to 

.gb/ways qL®|K<3fyn finding .out; ' 
‘j^;' you_ tviP;;;j^ill||j^ly fipd ‘ soher- 
and Opb, 

much- un ‘ 


the other.; 



Tanity, Ai 

f *dey gra- 
. you those 
■ which a 
it^diypu 


nthii!. 


'"nt': hinhi 



ptbuiltB 
to 
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Be sure you avoid ns much a«t jotii 
can to inqniic after those that hav( I 
been sharp in their judginents to^- 
'ivtiicls me, and I chaise you never 
to suffer thOiiQrht of revenge to enter 
yofir heart , but be earetul to be tn- 
formed wlio were my fnc»nds in 
pnisf cation, and to them apply youiV 
self to maK< thf ni your frunds also 
and on such you may itly, and be- 
stow mudi ol your couv<rh&tion 

ainortj^sl tluiii 

Viid Ood AJinuhty of hib infinite 
goodiu ss bless you and your club 
dn 11 s chddiin , iiid his snne good- 
iHss bliss youi Mstds in lik< man- 
iKi, p<ihct jou in cve ry goodlVOiU, 
snd oive you iiglif nn dei standings m 
dl things Aincn \oui most* lov- 
ing f Ullf 1 

Towtijtliis llthof Miy^ 1041, 

\ on must not 1 iil to behave your- 
sfH towirds my lady Clare, your 
gi lud-ihotlu r,^vith dl duty and ob* 
sc 1 \ VIM e lor most tt ndc rl} doth she 
lo\< you, and b ith b( en passing kind 
unto in< Cfod reund hci chanty 
lor it And both in this and all the 
n th< s iim that 1 counsel you, the 
snne do J direct also to youi sisurs, 
ill It so till fc»arn( may be ob'^tlved by 
>ou ill And oiuf more do 1, from 
my viry soul, iMsceth oui graiious 
(lod to blosh and govern >ou m all, 
to till sixing you m the day of his 
visit ition md join us agiin m th< 
toumuinion of his Wf'^'^ed 
u hen IS fuliK •^s ol |0y and bliss for 
ev evmoi e Araoii, Amen. 

% 

LETTER XXXVI 
Chm f( s ff to thr IhiJu of TorL 
Dc ir brother, 

T have leienecl jfours vi ithoul a 
date, in which you ment)ion that Mr 
Montigue has endeavoured to per- 
veit you in your religion I do not 
doubt but you remember vejj¥ well 
the commands I led with yd|||( my 
goiiiji^ away concerning 


add am confident you will observe 
ihOm. Yet the letters that come 
dom Pans say, that it i& the qUeen’’s 
purpose to do all s!ie can to change 
your rgjigion, which, if you hearken 
to or «u) body else m tint mat- 
ter, ypu must never think to srr Eng- 
land 01 me again , and whatsoever 
mischiif shall fall on me or my af* 
fairs fiom tins time, t um-.t I ly all 
upon you^ as being the only cause 
of It Then foic consider well whit 
It IS, not only to he the cause of i win- 
ing a brothel that loves you so well, 
hut also of youi king and country 
Do not let thf in pf r’^n idc you either 
by force or fair promises, for the 
first they ik ithcr dare nor will use , 
and foi tiie second, as soon as they 
htve perverted you, they will have 
then end, and ill caio no more for 
you 

I am also informed, that theie is a 
purport to put you in tlic Jcsutt*s col- 
[lege, which I comunud you upon 
thf same grounds never to consent 
unto. And whensoever any body 
ahall go to djs})ute with you in re- 
ligion do not answci them at all, 
for though you have tho reason on 
your side, yet they beiug primal ed 
will have the advantage of any 
body that is not upon the same 
security that they are If you do 
not consider what 1 say to you, 
remember the last words Of your 
dead hithei, which wore, to be 
constant to your religion, and ne- 
ver to be shaken in it, which if 
you do not observe, this shall be 
the last }ou will ever hear 

from, deal brother, your most af- 
fectionate lirptlier 

Cologne, Nov. 10, 1651 


LETTER XXXVIT. 

0//IV/ CtmnweU to //is Ban Ifenry 
Ci omweiL 


Spu, 

I have seen your letter written un* 
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to Ml*, secretary Tharloe, and do 
find thereby that you aro very ap- 
preheuM^o of the carnago oi some 
pet sons with you towards youistli 
and (ho pubho nfiliirs I do bt hove 
there may be some particular pei sons 
v^ho are not \ery well pleased with 
the prebent condition oi thmfrs, and 
may be apt to bhow their discontent 
as they have oppoitunity ; but this 
should not make too great imprcb- 
sions on you. Timo and patience 
may work them to a better frame of 
spirit, and bring them to see that 
which for the present bCcrns to be hid 
from them » especially if they shall 
see your moderation and love towards 
them, whilst they are found m other 
ways towards you * which I earnest- 
ly desire you to study and endf a- 
vour all that lu s in you, whereof both 
you and 1 too shall liave the comfort, 
whatsoever the issue and event there- 
of he 

For what you wiite of more hclb, i; 
have long endeavoured it, and shall 
not be wanting to send you som^ 
fhrthcr addition to the council 
soon as men can be found out who 
nre fit fon that trust I am also 
thinking of sending over to you a fit 
per ton, who may command the north 
of Ii eland, which I believe stands in 
great need of one, and am pf your 
opinion, that 'trbvor and 0etone) 
Mervin are verj dangerous persons, 
and may be made the heads of a new 
leboUion; and therefore I would 
ha^e you move the couned, that they 
he secured m some veiy safe place, 
aikd the farther out of their own 
countries the better, I commend 
you to tfie Lord, and rCst your afec- 
tionate father. 
ill Nov. am. 

hSfttm, xxxviir 

Ihnry 

Dear brother, 

.Tour kmdtettorado 00 mr 

* % 


gage my heart towards you, that 1 
can never toll how to express m 
writing the true affection and v,iluo 
I have of you, who tiuly I thpik uonojiH 
that knows you but you may pistljol 
claim it from. I must confess 
self lu a great fault m the 
of, writing to you and ) oui dear wi®fr 
so long a time ; but 1 supjioso yoi3« 
cannot be ignorant of the reason, 
which truly has been the only cause, 
which IS this business ol my sister 
Frances and Mi Rich. Truly I can 
truly siy it, for these three inoiithb I 
thmk our family, and myself m par- 
tK ular, have bee n in tlic greatest con- 
fusion and tioiible a« ever poor fami- 
ly can be in , the Lord If 11 ns hi i 
***** in it, and sfttle us, and 
make Us what he would have us to 
be I suppose you heard of the 
breaking off tho busmesb, and ai- 
coiding to your desne 111 youi last 
letter, as well as I can, T shall give 
you a full account ofit, whn h is this , 
After a quarter of a year\ admissions, 
niy father and iny lord Warwick be- 
gan to treat about the ebtate, and it 
seems my lord did not offer that 
that my father expected. I nee d not 
name particulars, for t suppose yem 
may have had it from better hands , 
but if 1 may say the truth, | thmk it < 
was not so much ebtate as some pri- 
vate reasons, that my fatlin discover- 
ed to none but my sister Fiauces, and 
his own family, wlnelj was a diblike 
to the young poison, whipli he had 
ffom tome reports of Ins biung a vi-T^^ 
nous man, given to play and sWh 
like things, which office was dom by 
bonic that had a mind to break off tlie 
match. My bistor, hfaimg these 
things, was re8olvo4 to know the 
truth of It, and truly 4id find all the 
ropqris to he false that were raised 
of huh, and to ipJi you the truth, 
they were so much engaged m af- 
fiiction before tb^s, that she could 
not thi^ of breaking of it off ; so 
that jllBeister engag^ me, and oil 
’the OPAda flbo had, who tiuly were 
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v6ry few, to speak in her behalf to 
niy father ; which we did, but could 
iiLOt be lieard lo awjj purpose ; only 
this my father promised, that if he 
were satiniiod as to the report, the 
estate should not break it off, which 
slic was satisfied with ; but after this 
there was a second treaty, and ^ my 
• lord Warwi<;k desired my father to 
name what it was he demanded more, 
and to* his utmost he would satisfy 
him ; so my father upon this made 
new propositions, which my lord War- 
wick has answered as much as he 
can; hut it seems there is five hun- 
dred pounds a year in niy lonl Rich's 
hands, which ho has power to sell; 
and there are some people that jw- 
Miaded* his highness, that it would be 
dishonourable for him to conclude of 
It wjtJiout these five hundred pounds 
a year be settled upon Mr. R icli after 
his fatht'r's death, and my lord Rich 
liaving^iio esteem at all of his son, 
b<»cauhe he is not as bad as himself^ 
Will not agre(‘ to it ; and tliese peo- 
ple uj)on this persuade my father, it 
would be a dishonour lo him to yield 
u|>on those terms ; it would show, that 
he was made a fool on hy my lord 
; winch the truth is, how it 
bhould be, I cannot understand, nor 
\ery few else; and truly 1 must tell 
« you jirivately, that they are so far en- 
gaged, as the match conuoibc bniko 
off. She acquainted iiono of her 
friends with luir r (‘solution when she 
did It. Dear brother, this is as far 
as I can tell the state of the busi- 
ne.sV Tli(* Lord direct them what 
to do; and all I think huglit to lK*g 
of (jrod to pardon her iu her doing 
of this thing, whiGb I must bay truly, 
she was put ujmii by the ^ * of 

tilings. Dear, let mo beg my 
cases to my sister for not Writing 
my bebt respects to her, Pardon 
this trouble, and believe mo, that I 
bhall ever strive to approve myself, 
dear brother, your affectiOU^tto sister 
and servauf. 

Jane mO. 


zAn.tr PATE. 

LETTER XXXIX. 

I 

Ifenry Cronmdl to Lord Fetudeon^ 
berg. 

Sept. 8, 1658. 

My lord, 

Although the last letters hi ought a 
Vfery sad niomento of mortality, yet 1 
was not well enougii prepiu'd to re- 
ceive yours by this post, without (it 
may be) too much consternation. I 
know the highest griefs arising from 
my natural affection to my dear fa^ 
ther ought so far to give w’ay, as to 
me remember my present station ; 
but I see more of this kind than 1 am 
able to practise; and truly when I 
recollect myself, and consider the 
desperate distractions which so near- 
ly threaten tis, I am quite lost in the 
way to the remedy. For I may truly 
tell your lordship, that cither through 
the design or unfaiilifuluess of my 
friends, or through tlieir igmirance 
and incompetency for a worn bf that 
nature, Ihavc n*^ver been acquainted 
With the insklo either of things or per- 
sons, but fobbed off with mteHigeiicu 
about as much differing from J\f ab- 
bot, Os he from a Diurnall; so that 
I can contribute little lo prevent our 
danger, more *han by my prayers, 
and keeping th^ army and people 
under my chrtr/re In a good frame, I 
wish yours may bo so kept in Eng- 
land,'' Methiiiks some begin their 
meetings very early. , It may be they 
intend to give the law; but if they 
do not keep to wliat is honest, they 
may meet with disapjHiinftneiiis. J 
do heartily thank your lordslhp for 
your freeiiom and confidmice 111 me, 

I am sure 1 cannot plead merit, but 
shall be glad to cherish that sympa^* 
thy, or whatever else it is’tlmt makes 
me yours. I hope f shalbalways be 
just to your lordi^hip- Som6 dote 
letters do a little revive ikis, and give 
boitos of his highnesses recovery; 
yet my trouble is exoeediUtg great. I 
remain, &>c, 
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LETTER XL, aoon as the proclamations are rotiini- 

od. 1 did also gi\c some account of 
Henry Cromwell to liichard Cram* the Speedy compliance of the army, 
wcU^ Protector, whose obedience your highnesb may 

justly require at my hands. Now, 
Sept. 21, 1058. that the God and Father of your late 
May it please yonr highness, father and mine, and your highnesb's ^ 
J rictdved a letter fromyoiir liigh- predecessor, wtuild support you, and 
ness by Mr. Underwood, who, ac- by pouring down a double portion of 
cording to your connnands, hath giv- the &ame spirit which was so <'mi- 
en rnc a particular account of the neiitly uj>ou him, woidd enable you 
sickucbs and death of Ihs late high- to walk in his steps, and to tio wor- 
iiess, my dear father, which was such thily foi his nanu*, caus<», and peo- 
an amazing stroke that jt did di^eply pie, and continually preserve you in 
affect the heart of every intin, much so doing, is and shall be the fervent 
more may it do those of a nearer re- and daily prayer of yours, &c. 
lation. And indeed, for my own 
part, 1 am so astonished at it, that I 

know not what to say or write upon • LETTER XLI. 

this so sad and grieiCHis occasion. 1 * 

know it is our duties upon all ac- The Hon, Alge}*non Sidney to lus 

counts to give submission to the will Friend, 

of God, and to be awakened by this 

mighty noise from the Lord to look Sir, « 

into our own hearts and ways, and to I am sorry I cannot in all things 
put our mouths in the dust, acknow- couforin myself to tJio advices of my 
lodging our own vileness and sinfiih friends ; if theirs had any joint con- 
ness before him; that so, if jiossible, ceiiiment wiilimiae, I would willing- 
we may thereby yet obtain incic^y ly submit my interest to theirs ; but 
from him for ourselves and those poor when 1 alone am interested, and they 
nations. As this stroke was very 'only advise mO to come over as soon 
stupendous, so the happy ncws.uf his as the act of indemiiily is jiassed, be- 
late highness leaving us so hopeful a cause they think it is best for me, I 
fouiidation for our future peace, in cannot wholly lay aside my own 
appointing your highness his succea- judgment aniT choice. I corife.*'*^, wo 
feor, conuug along with it to us, did are naturally incliiuMl to delight in 
not a little allay the other. P'or my our own country, and I have a par- 
part I can truly say I was relieved by tioular love to mine; anti I hope 1 
It, not only upon the public cxinsider- have givH‘ii some testimony of it- » 1 
aliop, but even upon the account of think that being tl^ed from it is a 
the goodness of God to our poor fa- great evil, and would redeem myself 
mily, who hath preserved us liomthc from it with the loss of a great deal 
contempt of our enemy. 1 gaVe a of my blood , but when tnat conn- 
late account to Mr. secretary Thiir^ try of mine, which used to be es- 
ioe of what passed about the pro- teemed a paradise, is now likely to 
claiming your highness here, which,, l^c made a stage of injury ; the liber- 
X may say without vanity, Was with as kf which we hoped to establish oji- 
gr<*at jo> and genetal satisfac-tion, us pressed, all manner of profaneness, 

I lx In ve in the best affected places looseness, luxury’, and lewdne&s set 

t XiUglaud. 'i doubt not but to give up in its height; instead of piety, 
i.r highness a^i good ati account of virtue, sobriety, and modesty, which 
\ rest ot the places iu Xrela/id, 6o|we hoped .God, by our hands, would 
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have introduced ; the best of our na-* 
t ion made a prey to the worst ; the 
parhament, court, and army corrupt- 
ed, the people enslaved, all thiupfs 
veinlihlo, aifd no man safe, but by 
such evil and infarnpus means as Hat- 
tcry and bribery; what joy can I 
^Jiavc in my own country in this con- 
dition ! Is it a pleasure to see all 
that r love in the world sold and de- 
stroyed? Shall I renounce all my 
old princijiles, learn tho vile court 
aits, and make my peace by bribing 
some of them ? Shall their corrup- 
tion and vice be my safety? Ah^ 
no ; belter is a life among strangers, 
than ill ni} own country upon such 
conditions, — “Whilsl I live, I willen- 
deai our to presen e my liberty ; or, 
at least, not consent to the destroy- 
ing of It. I hope I shall die in the 
same jirinctjdes in which I have liv- 
e<I, and will live no longer than they 
•■eiuj^roserve me, I have in my life 
bee^guihy of many follies, but. as f 
think, of no meanness. I will not 
blot and defile that which is )>a»l, by 
endeavouring to provide for the fu- 
ture, r have ever had in my mind, 
that when Go<l should cast me into 
such a condition, as that 1 cannot 
save my life, but by doing an itWe- 
cent thing, he shows me the time is 
come wherein I should resign it. 
And wlum I cannot live in iny own 
country, but by such moans us arc 
worse tlian dying in it, I think he 
shows me 1 ought to keep myself out 
of it. ' I-et them please tlKunselvcs 
with making the king glorious, who 
think a w hole people may justly -bi* 
sacriticf'd for the interest and plea- 
sure of one man, and a few of his 
followers ; let them rejoice in their 
subliliy, who, by betraying the for- 
mer powers, have gained the favour 
of tliis, not only preserved but ad- 
vanced themselves in those danger- 
ous clianges. Nevertheless (per- 
haps) they may find the king’s glory 
is their shame, his plenty the peo- 
ple’s misery ; and that the gaining of^ 
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aA oflice, or a little money, is a poor 
reward for destroying a nation, which 
if it were to be preserved in liberty 
and.virtue, would truly be the most 
glorious in tlic world ! and that others 
may find they have, with much pains, 
purchased their own shame and mi- 
sery : a d(‘ar price paid for that whicli 
is not w’orth keeping, nor the life 
that is accompanied with it. The 
honour of English jiarl laments has 
ever been in making the nation glo- 
rious and happy, not in fi-elhng and 
destroying the interest of it, to satis- 
fy the lusts of one man. Miserable 
nation 1 that, from so great a height 
of glory, IS fallen into tlic most lieh- 
picable condition in the world, gf 
liaving all its good depending upon 
the breath and will of the vilest per- 
sons in it! Cheated and sold by 
tlicm they trusted 1 Infamoiis traf- 
fic, equal almost in guilt to that of 
Judas ! In all preceding ages, par- 
liaments have been the pillars of our 
liberty, the sure defenders of tho op- 
pressed: they who formerly could 
bridle kings, and keep the balance 
equal between them and the people, 
are now become the iubtruments of 
all our oppressions, and a sword in 
his hand to ’destroy us ; they them- 
selves, led by a few interested per- 
sons, who are willing to buy offices 
for tbemselves by tho misery of the 
whole nation, and tho blootl of tho 
must worthy and eiuiucnt persons m 
it. Detestable bribes, worse than the 
oaths now in fashion in this merce- 
nary court! I mean to owe neither 
my life nor liberty to any such nwans : 
when the innocence of my actions ^ 
will not protect me, 1 will stay away 
till the storm be over-passed. In 
short, w'here Vane, liarabert, and 
Ilaslorigg cannot live in safety, 1 
cannot live at all. If I had been in 
England, I should have expected a 
lodging with tlieni : or, though they 
may l>e the first, as being more emi- 
nent than I, I must oxpcct to follow 
their example in sufiering, a$ I have 
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boon their companion in acting. I to him than I, if he make the good 
am most in amaze at the mistaken and prosperity of his people his glo* 
informations that were sent to mo b> ry ; none more his enemy, if he doth 
my friends, full of expectations, of the contrary. To my particular*’ 
favouis, and employments. Who friends £ hhall he constant in all oc- 
ean think, that they, who imprison casions, and to you a most affcction- 
them, would employ me, or suffer ato servant, 
me to live when they are put to death 1 

If I might live, and employed, can it 

be expected that I should serve a go- LETTER XLIT 

vernment that seeks such detestable 

ways of establishing itself! Ah ! no, Mr^ Boyh to the Comtcbi of Ram- 
1 have not learnt to make my own lagh. 

peace, by persecuting and betraying 
my brethren, more innocent and My dear sister, 
worthy than myself I must live by If I were of those scribblers’ hu- 
just means, and serve to just ends, mo^ur who love to put themsc Kes to 
or not at all, affer such a mamfesta- one trouble, to put their fjionds to 
tion of the ways by which it is m- another; and who weekly hi eakthdr 
tended the king shall govern I sikncd, only to acquaint us with their 
should have renounced any place of uiiwilliiigness to keep it ; 1 must con- 
favour into which the kindness and fest, I had much oftc ner written you 
industry of my A-iends might have httcis not worth the reading But 
adyano^ me, when I touud those having ever looked upon silence 
that were better than I were only fit respect as things as near ot kin as 
to be destroyed. 1 had formerly some un|>ortumty and aHection, I elected 
jealousies, the fiaudulent prodama- rather to tiust to your good opinion, 
tioii for indemnity increased the im- to your good-nature, than your pa- 
prisonment of those three men, and tience with my letters for which to 
turning out of all the officers of the suppose a welcome, must h.ne pre- 
thc army, contrary to promi*^, con- smned a gi eater kindness, alian they 
firmed me in my resolutions noiXto cmid have exprest. For I am grown 
jretutrn* *50 perfec t a village r, and live so re- 

To conclude; the tide is not to be moved, not only fiom the roads, but 
diverted, nor the oppressed delivered , from the very bye-paths of iiitelli- 
but God, in his tiipt', will have mercy gence;|j|||t to eiiteitam you with 
on his people, he will save and de- our couIVy discourse, would haio 
feud them, and avenge llie blood of < xtreinoly* puzaded me, smer your 
those who shall now perish, upon the children have not the nckots rtor tho 
hi^adaof thosi* who, in their pride, measles; and as for news, 1 could 
think nothing is able to oppose them, not have sent you so much as that pf 
Happy are those whom God shall my being well. To bese< ch you not 
make instruments of his justice m so to foiget me, were but a bad compli- 
blessed a work. If I con live to see ment to your constancy ; and to tell 
that day, I shaB be ripe for the grave, you I remember you, were a worse to 
and ?tbto to say with joy, Lord ' now tny own judgment, and compliments 
lettesf tliijou tny servant depart m of other nature it were not easy 
peace, * (So air Arthnr Hasle- for me to write 4Voin Stalbndge, and 
figg oil Oliver’::* d^oth.) Parewell, less easy to write to you so that 
My thoi gilts as to king wanting all themes and strains, that 

4epondiiig upon their aotions, no might edable me to fill my letters 
ahail be a mere bilhfitl servant] with any thing that might pay the 

UT 




of reading them^ 1 ^ 

It pardcnabler to day riotliing 
respectttouB silence, ihnn oy Idle 
* words. But the causes being jus^t 'so 
many excuses ofthat silence, I shculid, 

, have more need io apologize ^for iny 
letters, if these seemed not necessary* 
^ to prevent the misconstructi^ of 
""‘Iheir unfrequency ; and if I did not 
seiid up the antidote with, them, in 
the company of my brother Franh ; 
by whom it were equally intmngru- 
ous and unseasonable to l^eiid you no 
epistle, and to send you ■ a long one ; 
which (latter) that this may not 
prove, I must hasten to .assure you, 
that though t have not very lately 
written you any common letters, it is 
not long since- 1 was writing you a 
dedicatory one, which mayj(|K)ssibly) 
have the happiness tp cohvey, your 
name to pokerity ; and having told 
you this, I shall nfext take post to be- 
‘■s sfij^ ch you to believe, that whensbever 
yoi^halJ please to vouchsafe 
honour of your commands, my: glad 
and exact obedience shall convince^ 
you, that though m^ny others may 
oflener renew their bonds, I can es- 
teem myself, by a aingle note under 
my haiidje equally engaged to you forj 
. all the services that may become .the 
relation, and justify the professions, 

, that style me, n?y dear sister, yoUr 
most aifectionate brother, and faithful 
humble servant, x B* 

Stalbridge, this ll3th Npti 1646. 


DATE. 
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Mr. Boyle to the fktmtes$ of ltaket>- 


I have ever Counted it , ^ . 

highest mfelicitiefi of friendBHj|r,’'ti^t 
it increasingly reflects upon u$ our 
imparted grieft ; for if our friends 
Appear unconcern^ in theni, that in* 
difference offends and if they W 
sent them, sympedl^y IsifliotB us. TP» 


, concurring with my 
mtive disposition, has ipade me shy 
of disclosing my afAretidpe* lyhcre I 
Obuld not expedi jfijieir redire^^ be- 
ing too proud (o aeek a relief Hn the 
being thought to nped it, and tpo 
good a friend to find a satisfaction in 
their griefs I love; or to remit of : 
the ill-natured Consolation of seeing 
others wretched as well as I. This 
humour may in part inform you of 
the cause of my silence, and, 1 hope, 
in phrt excuse it but I amhot now 
at leisure to make aj^logies, though 
1 will assure you I decline the em- 
ployment for M'ant of time, not jus- 
tice. Since I wrote .to you last, 1 
was unlikely enoi/gh.ever to be in a 
condition to write to you again ; and 
my danger was so sudden and unex- 
pected, that nothing could transcend 
it, ‘^cejif theirs, whose dilatory con- 
version makes thein trust eternity to,! 
the micertain , i^feprovement of a fu-v , 
ture contingent minute of a life ob ;* } 
noxious to numerous casualties, as 
impossible (almost) to be numbered 
as avoided. What God has decreed 
of me,. himself best knows; for my 
part, I shall still pray for a perfect 
resignation to. his blessed; will, and a 
re^mbling aCquiescenCein'if;. and| 
hope his Spirit will so confoi^n me to;;; 
his di^penaatinnSi that I nfay ehleCr^'^ 
fully, dJ his assignment, either con-* 
tihue my Work, or asqend to . 

plore the assistance of y^bUr forVent 
praymrs, which I amAon.» ! 

fideni ;wiE % a shorter way 
to heaveiiv dnd be better welcomed ^ 
three or four weeks I;** 
have been trouhled with the visits. of ' 
a quptidiaU ague, which yet had nblj 
,ihe power to hinder me from thVae ' 
lofc four journeys to serve |*i:anjk, 

^^t Uffob rny dear Br^ldltjj nor ffd^ 
'continuing my Vulcaniau ! 

ijj the intervals of foy fits,; I ^ he- 
'g^: andiwade in the . 





end 
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the doctor's prescription; hscye castjor allow the to do ; for if in a very 
•' my pen into the fire ; thoug;h, in spite short time it destroy not, it will leave 
of their menaces, I sometimes prc- me - strength enongh to fetch a per- ^ 

: sume to snatch, it out a while, and feet cure of it ^.t Lobdoti, whither in 
; blot some paper with it. My present spite ofmy present distempers, which 
employment i^, the reviewing some are not small, nor (I fear) very fugi- 
consolatory thoughts on the Toss of tive, the physicians would persuade 
friends, which my poor lady Susan's me that, by God's assistance, I may ^ 
death obliged me to entertain myself be able to crawl in a short time. I 
with, and which I am now recruiting, shall beseech you therefore not to 
If ever I finish them, I shall trouble stir, until you hear further cither 
YOU to read them ; and if I do not, from me, or of me ; and to believe, 
beseech you to make use of them, that though your visits are favours of 
The melancholy, which some have too precious a 'quality to be fully re- 
been pleased to misrepresent to you ceivable from your intention only, 
as the cause of my distemper, is cer- yet my concern , in your quiet w ill 
tainly much more" the effect of them; make me (in the pur|K)sed journey) 
neither is it either ,of that quality or more welcomeJy resent your design 
that degree you apprehend, but much than your presence. I hope you 
more just than daiigej'ous: yet, to will pardon the disorder of this " 
. obey you, I shall endeavour a di- scribble to that of the writer, who 
vorce,* and, as the pVoperest ihq^ns, is not only weary of his journey, 
endeavour to wait upon you ; in otr but is at present troubled with a 
der to which, I came this night in a fit of his ague, which yet being ' 
litter to this town, whence I intend a sicjkness, cannot impair an alfec- 
not to dislodge, till God’s blessing lion, which will be Sure to keep me 
upon the remedies enable me to doit really and unalterably till deatJi, my 
on horseback. The kindness y0u dearest, dearer, (Ic^arest sister, your 
expressed, in the letter I received most affectionate brother and hum- 
tlus morning, has brought me feo high bie servant, R. B. 

a consolation, that I should think it Bath, August*^, 1640, late at night, 
cheaply purchased by the occasion 
. of it, if I had ignored that the' ^le 
want of suitable opportunities" re- , - LETTER XLIV, 
strained the frequency of resembling 

strains ; and if I were not top well Mr. JBoyh to the Countess of Kane- 
acquainted with the greatness of yoiar 

goodness, not to derive a higher joy . v 

‘from your obliging proffers, as tltey " My sister, 
are effects of your friendship', than I must conSss that I should be 
testimonies of it. But though I va- as much in debt for your Icttcr-s, 
lue.tlte blessing of your company at though I had answered every one 
the rate of having tlie happiness of of yours, as he is in his creditor's, 
mdre than an indifferent acquaintance who for two . angels has paid back 
with you, I cannot consent to purr but tW shillings : for certainly, if 
chase jiiy felicity (if such a thing any where,, itv ia' in the ductions of 
could be done) by your dis<[uiet ; for the minil; that the' quality ought to 
v^our remove will not more co^riainly measure extent;^ and assign number 
^ discoiuwSe your family, th^n jt will and equity tp multiply excellency, 
l^^^tiseless or unnecessary , to ;me; where /wit has contracted it. I 
nature ofmy. disease be|fig such, <M>uld Evince this tyiith, and 
it will .either frustrate your visit,|the. jusi^ the application too. 
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<Ii(l I not apprtjliend that ^your mo- them. Nor has tny disease been more 
. dcsty would make you mind mo, that j^uilty Of my oblivion, than my em- 
the nature of my disease forbids all ploymeiit since it has begun to re- 
strains. 1 am here, God be praised, lease me ; for Vulcan has SO trtins- 
iipon the mending hand, though not ported and bewitched me, that as the 
yet exempted from cilher pain or delights I taste in if make me fancy 
ft^ars ; the latter of which 1 could my laboratory u kind of EIyt>iuni, so 
^wish (but believe not) as much cnc- as if the thresliold of it possessed the 
mies to my reason, as 1 find the for- quality the poets ascribed to that 
mer to my quiet. I intend notwith- Lethe, their fictions made men taste 
standing, by GodV blessing, as soon of before their entrance into those 
as 1 haie here recruited and refresh- seats of bliss, I there forgi't my stall- 
ed my purse and self, to accomplish dish and my books, and ahnost all 
my d<‘signLMl removal to London : my things, but the unchangeablo resi>- 
hoped arrival at which I look on with Inf ion / have made of continuing till 
more joy, as a frmt of my recovery, death, d>t(‘r, jour R. B. 

than a l<*stimoiiy of it. Sir VViUiani St alb. Aug. the last, 1G40. 

and his son went hence this morn- 
ing, haling by the favour ^or rather 

cJiarity) of a visit, made me some LETTER XLV. 

coinpensiit ion for the many I have 

lately received from persons, whose Mr. Bo^flc to Lord BrogkiU. 
visitations (I think 1 may call them), ^ 

-^H^Hpito of my averseness to physic, My deal cst governor, 

make nm find a greater trouble hi T receive in our separation as much 
the congratulations, than the iustru- of happiness as is consipteut with it, 
meiits of my recovery. You will in hearing of you in so glorious, and 
panlou, perhajis, tlie bitterness of this from you in so obliging a way ; and 
expres-ion, when 1 liave told you, ju being assuri'd, by your letters and 
that liavdng spent most of this week your aetioiin, how true you are to your 
ill drawing (for my particular use) a friendship and your gaJIuntry. I am 
quintessence of wormwood, iJiose dis- not a little satisfied to find, that since 
turbers of my work might easily you were rwhiced to leave your Par- 
shake some few drops into my ink. thenissa, your successes hav e so hap- 
1 will not now presume to entertain pily emulated or continued the story 
you with those moral .speculatioiia, of Artabaues; and that you Jiavo now 
with which my chemical ])racticOvS given romances as well credit as rc- 
havc entertained mo ; but if this last putation. Nor am 1 moderately 
sivkness liad not diverted me, X hud pleased, to see you as giiod at re- 
* before thi*« jirosented you with a dis- ducing towns in Munster as Assyria, 
eour.se (which niy vanity made me and to find your eloipience as preva- 
hope would not have disph‘a.sed you) lent with masters of garrisons asmis- 
of the theological u«o of natural phi- tres.ses of hearts; foi* 1 esteem the 
losophy, endeavouring to make the former both much the difficulter con- 
contemplation of the creatures con- quest, and more the u.s(*fuller. An- 
* tributory to the instnictioii ot the other may lawfully exalt your bold 
jirincc, and to the glory of tlie author attempts and fortunate entetprizes ; 
of them. But my blood lias so thick- but, for my part, I think that such a 
cued iny ink, that l|lfcannot yet make eelebratibn would extremely inisbe- 
it run ; and niy thoughts of improv- come a friendship, to which your 
ing the creatures have been very goodness and iny affection flatter me 
much displaced by those of leaving into a belief that our relation has ra- 
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II. 


th^r given the occaeioD ithan ;4egiree;^ 
Besides that t hive m gre^t i con- 
cern in all ithings Vherein ;^ou have 
any, that the preshmptioh of my own 
modesty does, as well as the great- 
ness of yonrs, silence my praises. 
And truly that which most endears 
your acquisitions to mi is, that they 
have cost you so little blood. * For 
besides that the glory is mu0h more 
your own to reduce places by yoiir 
own single virtue, and ihe interest it 
has acquired you, than if you had 1 
know pot how many thousand men 
to help you, and share as much the 
honour of your successes as they con- 
tribute tp them ; besides this consi- 
deration, I say, certainly though a 
iaurel crown were more glorious 
amongst the Romans, the myrtle cp- 
ionet'l that, crowned blpOdless yietb- 
>ips^ ought to bp, iacceptabler to a 
Christiap, who is tied by the hind- 
mgest prjhjijiptes o| his religion tb a 
j^cuUir/^'^ojbarity those' that 

profesi tp use twards delinquents 

as much geittleiioss as infringes not 
the just rights of ihe innocent : and 
to be very - tender of spilling their 
blood, foT , whom Christ shec^. his; 
But I am less delighted to learn your, 
successes,. in the world, than to hnd 
j(by, your loiter to ray sister Ranekgh) 
that you mean not that they sh^lttie 
you to it ; and are resolved, as jsbon 
as your afTairy. and reputatioto’ ' . will 
permit ypd,itp. divest your public qra?- 
ptoyment, and'Vetire to a quiet pri- 
yyherp yop piay enjoy ypurseJf, 
ijjanfl have leisure, to consider the va^ 
^jhity of that posthume glory, wh 
has nothing in ft of oert^n but thp 
: liselesjdde^is^, That, in the hn^hry' of bu*^ 
sinesses thl&t distract you, you could 
.1ind lei$iiro tohtjdfS me with ymtr.let* 

;?4ruaze not;' does,' iiighjy' '„»aii«dy^ 
»';% :.whtt.U%id(ijtise8;{V<p4i-f 

liUl" 'rkl 8 !.« 'iw^ ■ 


, hk with their, accomplish- 
ment U; I shall only, ih general, de- * 
sire yppr/countoimn for- those that * 
manage,my fortune in your province, 
whither 1 should wait upon , my dear- 
lest lady M. if! black Betty did not; 
and seriously,, the jade arrived very 
seasonably fo save me a journey ; for 
which 1 was but slenderly provided ; 
for haying not yet been able to put : 
off my L. ' G6ring*s statute, I am kept 
in this town; to do peiiauce for my 
transgression of that precept, “My 
son, put rnbney in thy purse.’* But 
the term assigned my expiation is, I 
hope, near expired ; and I despair 
not to see myself shortly ip a condi- 
tion to make you a visit, that shall' 
prevent .the spring’s. ,I shall ijn-' 
plore, for my, lady Pegg, the self- 
same passage*,! shall wish for my- 
self, and solemnize the first easterly 
gale with a ^ , 

Farewell; f^iic saiilt, 
iviud, S&c. . 


may not the seas and 


But I . am so entirely taken up with 
the contemplation of her and you, 
that ! had lorgot that I have to write 
this night more letters than the Ibur- 
and^vventy of the alphabet. My next 
shall give you an account of my trans- 
actions, my Studies, and my amours ; 
of the latter of n^hicb, black Betty 
will tell you as many lies as oirodm- 
stances ; but hope you know too^well 
wKat she is, and whence s?he comes, 
not to take all her stories for .fictions, 
almc^t as great as is the truth that^ 
styles me, my dearest brother, your* 
most affectionate' brb^^er, and hum- 
ble servant, , ' R. B. 

\ l^ondoni this 20th of Dec. 1640. 

■ ,• MJTtiER- 'XjLVL., ' .. 

SSr Wiiu^; iSSr W/Ztow 

‘ 

acknovted^ botk the ho> 
obligation I received by 
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yours of Noromber the 9 th >5 tbi^ 
last of which seeiu$ so great in ithat 
" light you give it, and by 'tliose cir- 
cumstances I now see attend it, that 
had it come from any other hands I 
should, have wished a thousand tinte 
never to have received it ^ for, there 
'^are very few I desire much to JM 
obliged to; having always thought 
that a sort of debt which ougfit 
duly to be paid as that of money, with 
more interest, and much greater dif- 
ficulty of casting up. But knowing 
that all generous persons are apt to 
favour and esteem their own, rather 
such whom they oblige, than such as 
serve them; I am extremely glad to 
have my name enter into the know-' 
ledge of his royal highness, by his 
bounty and mvour in the grant of 
those passports, rather than any other 
way I could have taken ; and beg of, 
you, that with my hiunble thanks, his 
highness may know I enter in- 
to his service with this advance of 
wages, which it shall be always my 
endeavour, as it is my duty, to de- 
serve it, I owe, and should say a 
great deal to yourself upon this oc- 
casion, but that "with my thanks 
the thing itself, I am to joiii my. 
complaints for the mannepof it:. I 
mean, that you should trouble your- 
self to reason me out of ^ny custom 
or action you would have me leave 
offer say any thing upon such a 
subject, besides, that you wish it had 
• been otherwise ; which, I desire you 
^ to believe, shall in far greater matters 
be from your hand persuasion and 
command enough to me. • My pre- 
sumptions may be great with my 
friends, but they are the easil^st 
checked of any "maii^s alive ; which 
• is all I. shall say upon this Qpolsiqn 
as to the future ; and for the p^t,' 
will only assure you that I shoulel not 
in the least have, offered, at whft, I 
did, had it not been at the i^i 

stance ofthe prince, of 
sident here; and I am to ft 

my business, abrpad, to enter as' fiiir 


a$ I can into the secrets, and for that 
end, into the affections pf such minis- 
ters .as T have to deal ^th; and as 
some, men are to be gaihfedl^ directly 
by their heart; so arc others, by their 
hands ; but another fault were easier 
to be borne than a long excuse ; T, 
will not add to it by our news, since, 
of all I writ©, I am sure you know aS 
much as you please ; only in general, 
our bishop loses not courage nor 
strength upon all the great prepara- 
tions, of enemies, or disappointment 
of friends. • The Dutch seem to be 
plagued by their own God, and ,t 6 
grow unliappy in their own element, 
the sea having done them in the last 
storms most extravagant harms ; some 
letters from Amsterdam say to the va-^ 
Iiie of thirty, and others of sixty mil- 
lions; their case may grow harder 
yet, if the fro^iis ^ from the Mun«^ 
ster side. Our <murt here is passipu**: 
ate towards tlie league between the: 
two crowns ; as :I am i»: the desire^ 
pf growing in your ftiepdshi|i and .fa^l 
vour, and deserving it by any testi- 
monies I can give of being, sir, yout 
most faithful humble servant. 

Brussels, Dec. 15, ,S. N. 10^^ 


LETTEIl 

Prom 'Sir WiUimf ^e^h to JDamxr 

■ , ’ 'i!-., ' * ‘ ‘ ' i ' 

' AngU&tim 
; Madamf, ' 

I know hot whether the sham© 
having been long in your debt,- 
greater than that of paying it 
last, but I am sure it is much 
to be e5!f,oused, and therefore smijji fet 
attempt' it, but leave it tP (WaS 
cid^s oratory,, though' having tailed ih 
the substantial part ^yohr; business^, 
f have little reasoti hope; he wilj 
succeed better, in jthfe PeifCmohi^ part 
of mine, Tbp ti^tk - is^ there is,^ 
great a differphee in cpmmon sound: 
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lBo0s,m 

IbotWeen, It i$ done, and. It will be (jn 'vtranting nothing, or po$ses)sing, 
done, that wai? unwilling to fitc- 


knowJedge the honour of having re- 
tieived your ladyshij>*s commands, 
before I ha*d compassed that of obey*^ 

' :ing them, which the marquis here 
hath so often assured nie would 'sud- 
denly fall to my share,, that I thought 
we had both equal reason, his excel- 
lency to do it, and I to believe it. 
This right 1 must yet do him, that I 
never pressed him iu this concern of 
your ladyship’s,' but he told me all my 
arguments were ne(*dless, for the 
/ thing should be done and how to 
force a man that yields, I never uut 
, derstood : but yet I rhuch doubt that 
: till tli0 result be given upon the gross 
i|jij|p.f . affair, which is and has becif| 

under view; your part in 

Ivjba’rti&lar will hardly be thought rtpie 

'if 3?* lit ? 


much. ^ 

I cannot but tell you it was un- 
kindly done to refresh the memory 
of your brother Da Cary*s loss, which 
was not a more general one to man- 
kind^ than it' was particular to fne : 
but if I cari succeed in your lady-* 
ship’s service, as well as I had 
the honour once to do in his friend- 
ship, I Shall think I have lived to 
good purpose here; s^nd for here- 
after, shall leave it to Almighty God, 
with a submission as abandoned as 
you can exercise in the low com- 
mon concernments of this worlhlcjss 
liie, which I can liardly imagine 
was intended us for so great a tni- 
sery as it is here commonly made, 
or to betray ep large a part of the 


world to so much greater hereafter 
for either bis ju 3 ticc or favour, is commonly believed. However, 

\ jvill be rather the style it must ruii: t am obliged to your ladyship for^ 
jtiiihl if it be a desire of exemptioh" your prayers, which 1 am sure aTTi 


■ from 'a general rule gJVjen in the ca^e : 

! whatever person the father’s 

retu rn ) sb all be appointed to observe 
|j. the course of this affair, and pursue 
r the lady’s pretensions . Jierc, Will' be 
sure of all .the assistance limn at any 
’ time give him v though I think it 
: would prove a more public service to 
. find ’som0;\^«y of dissolving your sb- 
^ duty, and by that means dispersing 
worth about tbe world;,tUan, 
V.by-pfb^rvijug you together, conf&e it 
|;. to. ,;a and suffer it to shine 

0’^:^':|huch less, ■an'd‘’^''go out so much 
:] j\^oher, than other wijje it would. The 
f ill.elfFocts of your retreat : appear top' 
" much in the ill success of your bu- 
(j^siness;; foi* I cannot think any thing 
V xoiild fail that, your ladyijfcbip would 
/ .aoUdt : but, I presuinO; hbtning in 
I , tins lower scene is 'worthy cither 
?v that, or so mhch* as your dfesirc or 
which'’' ate 'Words tb^; enter 
'gates, .\£o disturb tbit pei;-, 
.’indiiferettcy, which 
believe inhabit thero'-j- 
^decide 


Wpll intehded me, and shall return 
yiiu ; mine,, that no ill thoughts of 
mysffaith may possi3ss your ladyslii}> 
ill one of my works too; 
am sure cannot fail of be- 
meritorious^ if ever I,* reach 
^Ations I have,, of expressing 
f/^n all occasions, madam, 
your lapyjsh ip’s mos^ humble and 
most obedient servant.; 

Brussels, Feb. 16th, S. N. 1066. 


LETTER XLVI 


Mart of 



fe',:;. 


the 




‘ Cfatho’- 

■ ;v, 

|jason;;;tO';'bp-:' 

^ blind to tVpii- 

. espfe^al- 

IS, ' ^ un- 

’'^'.as ‘ 'no place ' ^ that 

'tbetween.’hisi' -in IHespeht of our- re- 
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aidence or the greater distance in opposite to it, the church of Rome, 
tUnect of the'lfigh condition you than the integrity thereof deserves. 
•a« in c^ make me less your fa-. It is not yet in my power, to 
then or absolve me from performing Ucve. that your wit and underMand- 
Sose obligations which that relatmii ing (wi^h. Gml’s blessing «Pon ^dh) 
.requires from me; so when I receive <»n suffer you to Jic shaken farther 


s^mhiisterinif such advice to you as cense breaks iiito the professors of 
aaminibr,erin„ wemt roasona- all, and prevails upon the members 

ble^^and which I mu^t Still hope will of all churches, and whose nian|^s 
. have some credit with you. will will have ijobeneUt from the faith of 
■ e/vTift>ss to vou, that what you wrote any church. , , i„ 

to me many moiitlis since, upon those I presume you do not entang . 

. rn.I?irhes which I told you were yourself m the perticnlar controver- 
Zcrallrro^^^^^^ concerLg your sies , between the RoWists ami us 
defection in religion, gave* me so or think yourself a competent judge 
much satisfaction, that 1 believed of all difficulties which Mcurtliereui. 

tci nroceed from that iU spirit and therefoip^ ,it*mast be some falla- 
ofZ U^Xt deUghts in slater ^ious argu^nt of antiquity and um- 
and cJiuTiy. But I must tell you. versality, confidently urged by men 
rh« the same roiiort increases of who know less than .““"y 
late very much, and I. myself saw you arc acquainted with, 01^ 
the last week a letter from Paris, less to be Sieved by you that 
from a person who said the English raise any and screes in 

ambassador assured him the day be- aqd it you will with equal tortlmr 
fore that the Duchess WasbCcomC hoar those who are well able to m- 
aRoman Catholic : and, which mak^ struct you m those particiihys, it is 
crSr LpSons upon me, I am as- not possible for you to suck in tha 
furod that many goLi men in Eng- poison which c^n only corrupt wd 
Knil who have great affection for you prevailf over jou by stopping your 
Sid me anYwho have thought no- own ears, and shutting your own 
thfoir more impossible than that there eyes. There arc but two persons in 
1 ^ wiieh a change in vdu; arc the world who have greater authority 

Sisefrtrder mS* with you than I can pretend to ; and 

the obsorvatidh of a great change in am sure they both suf^r more in tin. 
' TOUT course of life, and that constant rum6nr,:^d ^d suffer much more 
^Sreise of that;devotion which was if there Were gtound 
so notorious ; and do apprehend from do ; and truly Tjpi ; 

vour frequent discour^s, that you deceived myself, or to deceive ^ 

ssrutt ,r'u.sTh°“,*sj s 

tortiSy to the wW.l totd you suffer them to make too 
Jrtorut'per^ushy . ..- 

lions have prevailed with you 
a better opinion of that which; ^ 


inipresfeion upon you. 

The common argument that ther 
no salvation out of the church, an 
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that the church of Rome is that only in Bohemia, and those parts of the 
true church, is lx)th irrational and uh- Greek church which submit to the 
true; there arc many cluirches in Roman ; and all men know, that in' 
whicli salvation may be attained, as the late council of Trent, the sacra- 
weJl as in any one of therti ; and ttients of both .kinds, and liberty 
were many, even in the Apostles* of the clergy to marry, were very 
time ; otherwise they would never passionately pressed both by the em- 
have directed their epistles to so ma- peror and king of France for thdlF 
lif several churches, in which there dominions ; and it was afterwards 
were dilferent opinions received, and granted to Germany, though' under 
very different doctrines taught. There such cbnditions as made it ineffectu- 
is indeed but one faith in which we al which however shows that it was 
can be saved, the stedfast belief of not, nor even can, be looked upon as 
the birth, passion, and resurrection a matter of religion. Christianity., 
of our Saviour; and every church vvas many hundred years old before 
that receives and embraces that faith such a restraint was ever heard of in 
is in a state of salvation. If the the church; and when it was endea- 
apostles preached true doctrine, the vbured, it met' with great opposition, 

‘ reception and retention of many cr- and wa« never submitted to. And as 
rOrs does not destroy the essence of the positive , inhibition seems abso-, 
a church ; if it did, the church \of lately unlawful, so the inconveiiien- 
Romc would be, in as ill, if not in a cos which result from thence, will 
worse condition,' than most other upon a just disquisition be found su-.*^ 
Christian churches; because its isr- peHor^to those which attend thCTa- 
rors are of a greater magnitude, and berty which the Christian religion 
more destructive to religion. Let permits. Those arguments which 
not the canting discourses of the uni- are not strong enough to draw per- 
versa) ity and extent of the church, fons from the Roman communion 
which has; as little truth as the re^in^ that of the church of England, 
prevail over you: they who" wqqffi^hen custom and education, and a 
imitate the greatest part of the worl^ long stupid resignaj^ion of all ^ their 
: must turn heathens; for it is general- f^]4ites, to their teachers, usually 
ly believed, that above one U^fdf the Shuts out all reason to the contrary; 
world is possessed by them', and that rtiay yet be abundant to retain those 
' the Mahometans possess aboye one who have,' been baptized, and bred, 
half of the remaitider. j There is as and instructed in the grounds and 
little quc^stion, that 01 the rest, which principles of that religion; which 
IS inhabited by Christians, one part of are, in truth, hot only founded upon 
; fodr.^ not of the comipunion^of the the clear authority of .the scriptures^ 

. cKui^ch of Itome ; and Gbd knows in but upon the consent of antiquity,, 
that very cohnnuxuon tliere is as greUt arid the practice of the primitive 
discotd in opimony and in, matters of church : and men who look into an- 
as great tnom^Ut, as is; between the tiquity, know well by what corrup- 
other Christians. , ' tion and violence, and with what con- 

I hear y6u do in public discourses slant and 6ontinual opposition, those-.. 

, .dislike $Qme thihSS fe the church of opinibns, which are contrary to ours, 
VLrigland, as the njiarrmge of the qler- crept into th© world, and how war- 
y gjV which is a point no Rb- rantably the , authority of the bishop 

c^holic pretend to 1# of of Rome, which alone supports all 
religioli;,;|nid is in use the rest, came , to prevail ; which has 
places which aj% of the of authority and 

l^^i^nnipn of Hhe%hurcfi of Bdme ; as power ' in Erigland, Chau th'e bishop 
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of Paris, or Toledo, can as rcas^l^ jjjaubrin^ irreparable diuhononr, scan- 
bly lay claim to; and is ^ farlftom dal, Wd prejudice^ to ]tbe duke your 
• being maiter of catholic religion^ tfiit bueband, to whom 'joii ought to pay 
the pope has so much, aiid ho mof^» idiftoagmable duty ; and who, I pre- 
to do in France or Spain, or, auy other is much more precious to 

catholic dominion, than the Cfbi»<h‘|oa than your own life; and all 
and laws, and constitutions of ^^sible ruin tp your children, of 

k4ngdoins give him leave w^i vvhose company and conversation 
makes him so little (if at all) cpnsi- you, must look -to be deprived; for 
dered in France, and so ihuph in Qpd forbid, that after such an a]K)S- 
Spain; and ther^re the Enj^kb'ca- tacy.you should have any power in 
tholics, which attribute so much , to the. education of your children, 
him, make th.emselves very uhwar- You have many enemies, whom 
rantabiy of another • religion than the yon would hete abundantly gratify, . 
catholic church professes : and with- and some friends \vhom you will 
out doubt those who desert the church thereby (at least as far as in you 
of England, of which they ari^'ihem- lies) . perfectly destroy ; and afllict 
bers, and become thereby disobedi- hiany others Who hayo deserved well 
ent to the ecclesiastical and ciyil of you. 

laws of their country, , and tberein re- I know you are* not inclined to 
]j[Ounce their '"subjection to the state, any part of this snischief, and there- 
a’s well as to the cliUnfih (which ai^e fore ; ofer these coiisMerations as all 
grievous sins), had need of a better tho^^ parficulars .Would be infalli- , 
e.x case, than the meeting with some ^le Consequences of such a con- 
doubts which they cOuld not answer; kusipn., It is tp. me the saddest 
and less than a nianifest evident, circumstance of my, banishment,, 
that their salvation is desperate ip thw I may not be .admitted, iu 
that communion, cannot serve thdir such a seasop as this, to confer 
turn: and they who imagifte they witb you, when I am confident 1 
have such an evidence, ought raither Wbj^ld satisfy you in all doubts, apd 
to suspect that tiieir nnderstandingl |qaka it appe^^ to you, that tjibre 
has forsaken them, arid that they are aim J||any absurdities in the KOritao 
become mad, than tfiat the church, religibn, inconsistent with you r 
which is replenished adth all learn*' ment and understanding; and many 
ing and piety requisite, can betray iiripietip^ incpnsi^eht.a^ith, your dbn- 
tliem to perdition. scieiicfef/ ^ that, you can 

I beseech you to, consider (which I submit to .the. obligations of faith, 
hope will over^rule those ordinary you niust diyest yourself of your 
doubts and objecilcmp Which niay be natural re^ftson arid common sense, 
ilffused into you), that if you change arid captivate ;thd dictates of your 
yoftr religion, you renounce all obe- cdnscienee;, to the impositions of 
dienoe and affection to yprir, fiither, ^ autliority;\iyhich has not any * 
who loves you so tenderly that siich pretencp td objige or advise ybW. . 
an odious mutation would ; break his It you Will noi ‘with fr^*dom ^ W* “ 
heart ; you condomti your father arid riiunicate the doubts which 
your mother (whose inebmparab^Wu, tq , those near you, „9f 
virtues, apd piety, and devotipri, hat^e Jl^rning arid piety you\;wh^e 
placed her in beayeri) for having e>tj^iorie,e, let rim ,ebriiutri yriu, 

piously educated^ you ; you deela^ 1^ itripart them to me, grip . tp 
the church, to.bo’tb'W'hhm f^t^my'answ^r ^J]feforri:;'you^.ririffdr ' ’ 
you owe reterrin©e’l^^lsabjePtibri,;'t:o to preyaii''dye]f',JJ'fe.\’-;C^ bl^a , 
be, in yorir judgii^ril;' wtichristia^ 4^u and yotiti. 

VoL. III. Nos. ^ 


H 
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LETTER XLIX. 

Duchess of York to the Dari 
of Clarendon, 


Whereas I have been ever from my 
infancy bred up in the English pro- 
testant religion, aijd have had very 
able persons to ,ini»iruct me in the 

f rounds thereof, Hnd 1 doubt not but 
am exposed to the censure of an 
infinite number of persons, who are 
astonished at my quitting it, to em- 
brace the religion of the Roman ca- 
tholics (for which I have ever pro- 
fessed a great aversion); and there- 
fore I have thought fit to give some 
satisfaction to my friends, by declar- 
ing unto them the reasons upon 
which I have been moved to do it ; 
without engaging myself in long and 
unprofitable disputes touching the 
matter. 

I protest therefore, before God, 
that since my coming into England, 
no person, either man or woman, hath 
at any time persuaded me to alter my 
religion', or hath used any discourses 
to me upon that subject. It hath 
been only a particular favour from 
God, who hath been graciously pleas- 
ed to hear the prayers 1 daily made; 
unto him, both in France and Flan- 
ders whilst I was there, that he would 
vouchsafe to bring me into the true 
church before I died, in case I was 
not in the right ; and it was the de- 
votion I observed in the catholics 
there, which induced me to make 
that prayer ; although my own devo- 
tion during all that time was very 
slender. 1 did notwithstanding, all 
the time 1 was in those countries, 
believe I was in the true religion; 
neither had 1 the least scruple of it 
until November last, at which time 
Trading Dr, Heylin's History of the 
Reforinatiop, which had been highly 
xeeptamended to me, 1 was so far 
finding the ^tisfaction I ex- 
‘ " , that L found nothing but sa- 
il ; add looking over the rea- 


sons therein set down, which caused 
the separation of the church of Eng- 
land from that of Rome, I read three, 
there, vvhich to me were great impie- 
ties. The first was, That Henry 
VHI, had cast off the pope's autho- 
rity,- because he would not permit 
him to quit his wife and marjry an- 
other. 

The second, That during the mi- 
nority of Edward VI. his uncle, the 
duke of Somerset, who then govern- 
ed all; and was the principal in that 
alteration, did greatly enrich himself 
with the goods of the church, which 
be engrossed. 

Abd the third consisted in this, 
That queen Elizabeth, not being 
rightful heir to the crown, could not 
keep it, but by renouncing a church 
which would never have allowed of 
such injustice. 1 could not be per- 
suaded the Holy Ghost would ever 
have made use of such motives as 
these were to change religion, and 
was astonished that the bishops, if 
they had no other intention tlian to 
establish the doctrine of the primitive 
church, had not attempted it before 
the schism of Henry VIII. which was 
grounded upon, such unjustifiable 
pretences. 

Being troubled with these scruples, 
I began to make some refiections up- 
on the points of doctrine wherein we 
differed from the catholics; and to 
that purpose had recourse to the IIo-' 
ly Scripture, and though I pretend 
not to be able perfectly to under- 
stand it, I found notwitlistandiug se- 
veral points which seemed to me very 
plain ; and I cannot but wonder that 
I staid so long without taking notice 
of them. Amongst these were, the 
real presence of our Saviour in the 
sacraments, the infallibility of the 
church, confession, and prayers for 
the dead. I treated of these particu- 
lars severally, with two of the most 
|learned bishops of England; and ad- 
vising upon these sub 3 ectd, they told 
me, that it ips io be wish^ that the 
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church of England had retaineS# v90- 
vetal things it s^lt^red : as, for 
pie, confession, which without ^ubt 
is of divine institution. They .td}d 
me also, that prayer the dead h^ 
been in Use in the primitive church'^ 
during the first cepturies ; and that 
they themselves did daily observe 
those things, though they desii^d iio‘t 
publicly to own those doctrines. 
And having pressed one of tnem 
something earnestly touching these 
things, he frankly told me,, that if he 
had been bred up in the catholic re- 
ligion, he should n<>t have left it; but 
now being a member of that church 
which believed all tljo articles neces-^ 
sary to salvation, he thought lie 
should do ill to quit it, because he 
was beholden to that church for his 
baptism, and he should thereby 
give occasion of great scandal to 
others. 

All these discourses were a means 
to increase the desire I had to- em- 
brace the Roman catholic religion, 
and added much to the inward trou- 
ble of my mind ; but the fear I had 
to be hasty in a matter of that impor- 
tance, made me act warily, with all 
precautions necessary in such 'a easel 
T prayed incessantly to God, that he 
would be pleased to inform me in tlie 
truth of these points whereof I doubted. 
Upon Christmas-day, going to receive 
at the king’s chapel, I fbunid myself 
in greater trouble than ever I had 
been in ; neither was it possible for 
me to be at quiet, until I had disco- 
vered myself to a certain catholic, 
who presently brought me a priest. 
He was the first of them with whom 
I ever conversed, and the more I 
conversed with him, the more I 
found myself to be confirmed in the 
resolution 1 had taken. It was, I 
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thought, impossible to doubt of these 
w<n‘ds, “This is my body;” and I 
am verily persuaded that pur Saviour, 
Vho is. truth itself, and hath promised 
continue with his church to the 
World’s end, would never suffer these 
holy mysteries to the laity, only un- 
der one kind, if it was inconsistent 
with his institution of that sacraineiit. 

I am not able to dispute touching 
these things with any body, and if 1 
were, I would not go about to do it, 
but I content myself to have wrote 
this to justify the change I have made 
of my. religion ; and I call God to 
witness, 1 had not done it, had 1 be- 
lieved I could have been saved in 
that church whereof till then I was a 
member. I protest seriously, I have 
not been induced to this, by any 
worldly interests* or motives; neither 
can the truth of thiiS my protestation 
be Rationally doubted by any person, 
since it was evident that thereby I 
lost all my friends, . and very much 
prejudiced my reputation ; but hav- 
Ujg seriously considered with myself, 
whether I ought to renounce my por- 
tion ill the other world, to enjoy the 
adv^tages of my present being here, 
I Assure you I found it no difficulty 
at alt to resolve the contrary, for 
which I render thanks to God, who 
is the author of all goodness. 

, My only prayer to him is, that the 
poor catholics of this kingdom may 
not be persecuted upon my account, 
and I beseech God to grant me pa- 
tience in my afflictions, and that 
what tribulations soever his goodness 
has appointed for me, I may so go 
through with them, as that I may 
hereafter enjoy a happiness for all 
eternity. 

Given at St. James’s, the 20th of 

August, 1670. 
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SECTION II. 


LETTER 1. 

JFVom James Uoioel, Esq. to Dr. 
JFVancis Mansell^ since Principal 
of Jesus College in Oxford. 

London^ S6th March, 1618. 

Slf, 

Being to taled leave of England and 
to launch into the world abroad, to 
breathe foreign air awhile, 1 thought 
it very handsome, and an act well 
becoming me, to take my leave also 
of you, and of my dearly honoured 
mother, Oxford; otherwise lx)th of 
you might have just grounds to exhi- 
bit a bill of complaint, or rather a 
protest against me, and cry me up ; 
you for a forgetful friend ; she for an 
ungrateful son, if not some spurious 
issue. To prevent this, I salute you 
both together : you with the best of 
my most candid affections ; her with 
my most dutiful observance, and 
thankfulness for the milk she pleased 
to give me in that exuberance, had I 
taken it in that measure she offered 
it me while I slept in her lap : yet 
that little I have sucked, I carry with 
me now abroad, and hope that this 
course of life will help to connect it 
to a greater advantage, having op- 
portunity, by the nature of my em- 
^oyment, to study men as well as 
books. The small time I supelrvised 


the glass-house, 1 got among those 
Venetians, some smatterings of the 
Italian tongue, which besides the lit- 
tle I have, you know, of school-lan- 
guage, is all the preparatives I have 
made for travel. 1 am to go this 
week down to Gravesend, and so em- 
bark for Holland. I have got a war- 
rant from the Lords of the Council 
to travel for three years any where, 

I Rome and St. Omers excepted. 1 
pray let me retain some room, though 
never so little, in your thoughts, dur- 
ing the time of this our separation ; 
and let our souls meet sometimes by 
intercourse of letters ; I promise you 
that yours shall receive the best en- 
tertainment 1 can make them, for 1 
love you dearly, dearly well, and va- 
lue your friendship at a very high 
rate. So with apprecatipn of as 
much happiness to you at home, as I 
shall desire to accompany mo abroad", 
I rest ever your friend to serve you. 


LETTER II. 

Erom James JJowel^ Esq. to Daniel 
Caldwell, Esq. from Amsterdam. 

Amsterdam, 10th April, 1619^^ 

I My dear Dan., 

I I have made your friendship so ne- 
cessary unto me for the contentment 
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of my life, that happiness itself would 
be but a kind of infelicity without it ; 
it is as needful to me as hrc and wa- 
ter, as the very air 1 take in and 
breathe out : it is to me not only ne^ 
cessitudo, but neccssitas : therefore I 
pray let me enjoy it in that fair pro- 
portion, that I desire to return unto, 
you, by way of correspondence and 
retaliation. Our first league of love, 
you knew, was contracted among the 
Muses in Oxford ; for no sooner was 
I matriculated to her, but I was 
adopted to you ; I became her son, 
and your friend, at one time : you 
know I followed you then to London, 
where our love received confirmation 
in the Temple, and elsewhere. We 
are now far asunder, for no less than 
a sea severs us, and that no narrow 
one, but the German Ocean ; dis- 
tance sometimes endears friendship, 
and absence sweeteneth it ; it much 
enhances tlie value of it, and makes 
it more precious. Let this be veri- 
fied in us; let that love which for- 
merly used to be nourished by per- 
sonal communication and the lips, l)e| 
now fed by letters ; let the pen sup- 
ply tlie office of the tongue : letters 
Iiave a strong operation, they have a 
kind of art-like embraces to mingle 
souls, and make them meet, though 
millions of paces asundijr ; by them 
we may converse, and know how it 
fares wdth eacli other as it were by 
intercourse of spirits. Therefore 
among your civil speculations, I pray 
let your thoughts sometimes reflect 
on me (your absent self), and WTap 
those thoughts in paper, and so send 
them me over ; I promise you they 
shall be very w^elcoine, I sJiall em- 
brace and hug them with my best 
afiections. 

Commend me to Tom Browyer, 
and enjoin him the like ; I pray be 
no niggard in distributing rny love 
plfsntifully among our friends at the 
inns of court ; let Jack Toldervy have 
my kind commends, with this caveat, 
that the not which iroes often to the 


water, comes home cracked at last : 
therefore I hope he will be careful 
how he makes the Fleece in Cornhill 
jhis thoroughfare too often. So may 
imy dear Daniel live happy and love 
his, 


LETTER III. 

From James Howel^ JBsq. to Mr, 
Richard Alt ham, at his Chamber 
in Crray^s Inn, 

Hague, 30lh IMay, IGID. 

Dear sir, 

Though you be now a good way 
out of my reach, yet you are not out 
of my remembrance; you are still 
within the horizon of my love. Now 
the horizon of love is large and spa- 
cious, it is as boundless as that of the 
imagination; and where the imagi- 
nation rangeth, the memory is still 
busy to usher in, and present the de- 
sired object it fixe.s upon ; it is love 
that sets them both on work, and 
may be said to be the highest sphere 
whence they receive their motion. 
Thus you appear to me often in these 
foreign travels ; and that you may 
believe me tlie better, I send you 
these lines as my ambassadors (and 
ambassadors mtist not lie) to in- 
form you accordingly, and to sa- 
lute you. 

I desire to know how you like 
Plowdcn ; I heard it often said, that 
there is no study requires patience 
and constancy more than tlie coui- 
jmori law; for it is a good wliilc be- 
fore one comes to any known perfec- 
tion in it, and consequently to any 
gainful practice. This (I think) 
made Jack Chaundler throw away 
his Littleton, like him that, when he 
could not catch the hare, said, A 
pox upon her, she is but dry tough 
meat, let her go : it is not so with 
you, for I know you are cf that 
disposition, that when you mind a 
thinir. nathin£r can frierhten vou in 
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making constant pursuit afler it till tome of this large populous kingdom, 
you have obtained it ; for if the ma- and rendezvous of all foreigners, 
thematics, with their orabbedness and The structures here are indifferently ' 
intricacy, could not deter you, but fair, though the streets generally foul 
that you waded through the very of all four seasons of the year ; which 
midst of them, and arrived to so ex- I impute firf^t to the position of the 
ceJlent a perfection; I believe it is city, being built upon an isle (the isle 
not in the power of Plowden to das- of France, made so by the branch- 
tardize or cow your spirits, until you ing and serpentine course of the river 
have overcome him, at leastwise have of Seine), and having some of her 
so much of him as will serve your suburbs seated high, the filth runs 
turn. I know you were always a down the channel, and settles in ma- 
qiiick and pressing disputant in logic ny places within the body of the city, 
and philosophy ; which makes me which lies upon a flat ; as also for a 
think your genius is fit for law (as world of coaches, carts, and horses 
the Baron your excellent father was), of all sorts, that go to and fro perpe- 
for a good logician makes always a tually, so that sometimes one shall 
good lawyer : and hereby one may meet with a stop half a mile long of 
give a strong conjecture of the apt- those ooaches, carts, and horses, that 
ness or inaptitude of one’s capacity can move neither forward nor back- 
to that study and profession ; and ward, by reason of some sudden en- 
you know as well as I, that logicians, counter of others coming a cross- 
who went under the name of Sophis- way : so that oflen-tirnes it will be 
ters, were the first lawyers that ever an hour or two before they can disen- 
were, tangle. In such a stop the great 

I shall bo upon uncertain removes Henry was so fatally slain by Ravil- 
hence, until 1 come to Rouen in lac. Hence comes it to pass, that 
France, and there I mean to cast this town (for Paris is a town, a city, 
anchor a good while ; I shall expect and an university) is always dirty, 
■youT letters there with impatience, liand it is such a dirt, that by per- 
pray present my service to sir James\petua\ motion is beaten into sucli 
Altliam, and to my good lady your black, unctuous oil, that where it 
mother, with the rest to whom it is sticks no art can wash it off of 
due in Bishopsgate-street, and else- some colours ; insomuch, that it may 
where ; so I am yours in the best de- be no improper comparison to say, 
gree of friendship. that an ill name is like the crot (the 

dirt) of Paris, which is indelible ; be- 
sides the stain this dirt leaves, it gives 
LETTER IV. also so strong a scent, that may be 

smelt many miles off, if the wind Be 
FVom James Hmeelj Esq, to Capt, in one’s fiice as he conics from the 
Francis Bacon, from Paris, fresh air of the country : this may be 

one cause wliy tlie plague is always 
Paris, 30ih March, 1630. ji^ gome corner or other of this vast 
Sir, city, which may be called, as once 

^ I received two of yours in Rouen, Scythia was, vagina populorum, or 
with the bills of exchange there in- (as mankind was called by a great 
dosefl ;^^id according to your direc- philosopher) a great mole-hill of 
tion gj^y it you those things which ants ; yet I believe this city is not so 
for, populous as she seems to be, for her 

S now newly come to Paris, form being round (as the whole king- 

^Pl^uge magazine of men, the epi- dom is) the passengers wheel about, 
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and meet oflener than they use ta,do 
in the long continued streets of Loni- 
>don, which makes London appear 
less populous than she is indeed ; so 
that London for length (though not^ 
for latitude), including Westminster, 
exceeds Paris, and hath in Michael- 
mas term more souls moving within 
her in all places. It is under one* 
hundred years that Paris is become 
so sumptuous and strong in build- 
ings ; lor her houses were mean, un- 
til a mine of white stone was disco- 
vered hard by, which runs in a 
continued vein of earth, an<l is dig- 
ged out with ease, being soft, and is 
between a white clay and chalk at 
first : but being pulleyed up with the 
o[)cn air, it receives a crusty kind of 
hardness, and so becomes perfect 
free-stone ; and before it is sent up 
from the pit, they can reduce it to 
any form: of this stone the Louvre, 
the king’s palace, is built, which is a 
vast fabric, for the gallery wants not 
much of an Italian mile in length, 
and will easily lodge 3000 men; 
wdiich, some told me, was the end 
for which the last king made it so 
big ; that, lying at the fag-end of this 
great rautmovis city, if she perchance 
should rise, the king might pour outl 
of the Louvre so many thousand men 
unawares into the heart of her. j 

I am lodged here hard by the Bas-! 
tile, because it is furthest off from 
those places where the English re- 
sort : for I would go on to get a lit- 
tle language as soon as I could. In 
ihy next, 1 shall imparl unto you 
what state-news France affords ; in 
the interim, and always, I am your 
humble servant. ! 

LETTER V. ! 

j 

From James Howd^ Fsq. to Richard 
^ Ahhamy Fsq. from Paris. \ 

Paris, 1st May, 1630. 

Dear sir, 

Love is the marrow of friendship, 


I and letters are the elixir of love; 
they are the best fuel of affection, and 
cast a sweeter odour than any frank- 
I incense can do : such an odour, such 
I an aromatic }>erfumc, your late letter 
brought with it, proceeding from the 
fragrancy of those dainty flowers of 
eloquence, which I found blossoming 
as it were in every line; 1 mean 
those sweet expressions of love and 
wit, which in every period were in- 
termingled with so much art, that 
they seemed to contend for mastery 
which was the strongest. I must 
confess, that you put me to hard 
shifts to correspond with you in such 
exquisite strains ‘>and raptures of 
love, which were so lively, that I 
I must needs judge them to proceed 
from the motions, from the diastole 
and systole of a heart truly affected ; 
certainly your heart did dictate every 
syllable you writ, and guided your 
hand all along. Sir, give me leave 
to tell you, that not a dram, nor a 
dose, nor a scruple of this precious 
love of yours is lost, but is safely 
treasured up in my breast, and an- 
swered in like proportion to the full ; 
mine to you is as cordial, it is pas- 
sionate and perfect as love can be. 
j I thank you for the desire you 
I have to know how it fares with me 
abroad ; I thank God 1 am perfectly 
well, and well contented with this 
wandering course of life a wliile; I 
never enjoyed ray health better, but 
I was like to endanger it two nighis 
ago ; for being in some jovial com- 
pany abroad, and coining late to our 
lodging, we were suddenly surprised 
by a crew oi filous, or night rogues, 
j who drew upon us; and as we had 
exchanged some blows, it pleased 
God the Chevalier du Guet, an offi- 
I cer, who goes up and down the streets 
all night on horseback to prevent dis- 
orders, passed by, and so rescued us ; 
but Jack White was hurt, and I had 
two thrusts in my cloak. There is 
never a night passes but some rob- 
bing or murder is committed in this 
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town ; fiO that it is not safe to go late vernn^nt of our city of London, 
anywhere, specially about the Pont- where one may pass and repass se- 
Ncuf (the New Bridge), though cureJy all hours of the night, if he, 
Henry the Great himself lies send- gives good words to the watch, 
nel there in arms, upon a huge FlO-, There is a gentle calm of peace now 
routine horse, and sits bare to every throughout all France, and the king 
one that passeth, an improper pos- intends to make a progress to all the 
tiire methinks to a king on horse- frontier towns of the kingdom, to see 
back. . Not long since, one of the se- how they are fortified. The favour- 
cretaries of state (whereof there are ite Luines strengtheneth himself 
always four), having been invited to more and more in his minionsliip ; 
the suburbs of St. Germains to sup- but he is much murmured at, in rc- 
per, left order with one of his lac- gard the access of suitors to him is 
queys to bring him his horse about so difficult : which made a lord of 
nine ; it so happened that a mis- this land say, That three of the hard- 
chance bcfel the horse, which lamed cst things in the world were, to quad- 
him as he went a-watering to the rate a circle, to find out the philoso- 
Seine, insomuch that the secretary pher’s stone, and to speak with the 
was put to beat the hoof himself, and duke of Luines. 
foot it home; .but -as he, was passing I have sent you by Vacandary, the 
the Pont-Neuf, with his lacquey car- post, the French beaver and tweeses 
ryiiig a torch before him, he might you writ for : beaver hats are grown 
Dverhear a noise of clashing of swords, dearer of late, because the Jesuits 
and fighting, and looking under the have got the monopoly of them from* 
torch, and perceiving they were but the king. 

two, he betde his lacquey to go on; Farewell, dear child of virtue and 
they had not made many paces, but minion of the Muses, and continue 
two armed men, with their pistols to love yours, &/C. 
cocked and swords drawn, made puff- 
ing towards them, whereof one had 

a paper in his hand, which he said he LETTER VI, 

had casually took up in the streets, 

and the difference between them was FSrom James Hoircl, Esq, to Sir 
about that paper ; therefore they de- James Crofts^ from. Earis, 
sired the secretary to read it, with a 

^reat deal of compliment ; thesecre- Paris, 12ih May, 1G20. 

Lary took out his spectacles and fell I am to set forward this week for 
a-reading of the said paper, whereof Spain, and if I can find no commodi- 
tbe substance was, That it should be ty of embarkation at St. iVIaloes, I 
known to all men, that whosoever must be forced to journey it all the 
Jid pass over that bridge after nine way by land, and clamber up the 
j'clock at night in winter, and ten in huge Pyrenee hills ; but I could not 
iuramcr, was to leave his cloak be- bid Paris adieu, till 1 had conveyed 
tiind him, and in case of no cloak, ray true and constant respects to you 
his hat. The secretary starting at by this letter. I was yesterday to 
this, one of the comrades told him, wait upon Sir Herbert Crofts at St. 
that he thought that pajier concerned Germains, where I met with a French 
him ; so they iinmantled him of a gentleman, who, amongst other curi- 
nii^w pli.di cloak, and .niy secretary osities which he pleased to show we 
was content to go home cpiietly, and up and down Paris, brought me to 
^ ern^po. This makes me think of- tW place where the late king was 
ip ol' th# excellent nocturnal go* slain, and to that where the marquis 
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of Ancre was shot ; and so made me 
a punctual relation of all the circum- 
stances of those two acts, which in 
regard they were rare, and I believe 
two of the notablest accidents that 
ever happened in France, I thought 
it worth the labour to make you par- 
taker of some part of his discourse. 

France, as all Christendom besides 
(for there was then a truce betwixt | 
Spain and the Hollanders), was in a 
profound peace, and had continued 
so twenty years together, when Hen- 
ry IV. fell upon some great martial 
design, the bottom whereof is not 
known to this day ; and being rich 
^ (for he had heaped up in the Bastile 
a mount of gold that was as high as 
a lance), he levied a huge ar/uy of 
40,000 men, whence came the song, 
“ The King of France with forty 
thousand men and upon a sudden 
he put his army in perfect equipage, 
and some say he invited our Prince 
Henry to come to him to be a sharer 
in his exploits. But going one after- 
noon to the Bastile, to see his trea- 
sure and ammunition, his coach stop- 
ped suddenly, by reason of some 
colliers and other carts that were in 
that narrow street; whereu]f)on one 
Ravillac, a lay Jesuit (who had a 
whole tw'elve-inonth watched an oj)- 
portunity to do the act), put his foot 
boldly upon one of the wheels of the 
coach, and with a long knife stretch- 
ed himself over their shoulders who 
were in the boot of the coach, and 
reached tlic king at the end, and 
stabbed him right in the left side to 
the heart, and pulling out the fatal 
steel he doubled his thrust, the king 
with a ruthful voice cried out, Jc mis 
bksse (I am hurt), and suddenly the 
blood gashed out at his mouth. The 
regicide villain was apprehended, and 
command given that no violence 
should be oiTered him, that he might 
be4reserved for the law, and some ex- 
quisite torture. The queen grew 
half distracted hereupon, w^ho had 
been crowned queen of France the 
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day before in great triumph ; but in 
a few days after she had something 
to countervail, if not to overmatch, 
her sorrow; for according to St. 
Lewis's law, she was made queen-re- 
gent of France, during the king's 
minority, who was then but about 
ten years of age. Many consulta- 
tions were held how to punish Ra- 
villac, and there were some Italian 
physicians that undertook to pre- 
scribe a torment, that should last a 
constant torment for three days ; but 
he escaped only with this, his body 
was pulled Ivctwecn four horses, that 
one might hear his bones crack, and 
after the dislocation they were set 
again ; and so he was carried in a 
cart, standing half naked, with a 
torch in that hand which had com- : 
mitted the murder^ and in the place 
where the act was done it wa.s cut 
off, and a gauntlet of hot oil was 
clapped upon the stump to staunch 
the blood ; whereat he gave a doleful 
shriek : then was he brought upon a 
stage, where a new pair of boots was 
provided for him, half filled with boil- 
ing oil ; then his body was pincered, 
and hot oil poured into the holes. In 
all the extremity of this torture lie 
scarce showed any sense of pain ; 
but ivhen the gauntlet was clapped 
upon his arm, to staunch the flux at 
that time of recking blood, he gave a 
shriek only. He bore up against all 
these torments about three hours l>e- 
fore he died. All the confession that 
could be drawn from him wavS, That 
he thought to have done God good 
service, to take away that king which 
would have embroiled all Christen- 
dom in an endless war. 

A fatal thing it was that France 
should have three of her kin^ cqme 
to such violent deaths in so short a 
revolution of time. Henry II., run- 
I ning at tilt with M. Montgomery, was 
killed by a splinter of a lance that 
pierced his eye : Henry III. not long 
after was killed by a young friar, 

I who, in lieu of a letter which he pre- 
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tended to have for him, pulled out [corner was not all this while perfect- 
of his long sleeve a knife, and thrust ed 1 Sir, it is because I want some 
him into the bottom of the belly, as choice stones.” — No, no,” said the 
he was coming from his closo-stool, king, looking upon the cardinal, ” it 
and so dispatched him; but tliat re- is because tbou wantest manuscripts 
gicide was hacked to pieces in the from Rome.” Another time the old 
place by the nobles. The same dcs- duke of Main, wljo was used to play 
tiny attended the king by Ravillac, the droll with him, coming softly in- 
which is become now a common to his bed chamber, and thrusting in 
name of reproach and infamy in his bald head and long neck, in a pos- 
France. ture to make the king merry, it hap- 

Never was a king so much lament- pened the king was coming from doing 
ed as this ; there are a world not on- his ease, and spying him, ho took the 
ly of his pictures, but statues up and round cover of the close stool, and 
down France, and there is scarce a clapped Hon his bald sconce, saying, 
market town but hath him crecteilin “Ah, cousin, you tliought once to 
the market place, or over some gate, have taken the crown off my head, ' 
not upon sign-posts, as our Henry and wear it on your own ; but this 
Vlll. ; and by a public act of parlia- of my fail shall now serve your turn.” 
merit, vvliich was confirmed in the Another time, when at the siege of 
consistory at Rome, he was entitled Amiens, he having sent for the 
Henry the Great, and so placed in count of Soissons (who had 100,000 
the temple of Immortality. A nota- francs a year pension from the crown) 
blc prince he was, and of an admi- to assist him in those wars, and that 
rable temper of body and mind ; he the count excused himself by reason 
had a graceful facetious way to gain of his years and poverty, having ex- 
both love and awe : he would be ne- hausted himself in tlie former wars, 
ver transported beyond himself with and all tiiat he could do now was to 
choler, but he would pass by any pray for his majesty, which he would 
thing with some repartee, some wit- do heartily : this answer being 
ty strain, wherein he was excellent, brought to the king, he replied, 

I will instance in a few which were “ Will my cousin, the count of Sois- 
told me from a good hand. One day sons, do nothing else but pray for 
he was charged by the duke of Bouil- me ? tell him, that prayer without 
Ion to have changed his religion, fasting is not available ; therefore I 
he answered, “ No, cousin, I have wiU make my cousin fast also from 
changed no religion, but an opinion his pension of 100,000 jper annum,” 
and the cardinal of Perron being by, lie was once troubled with a fit 
he enjoined him to write a treatise of the gout; and the Spanish anibas- 
for his vindication: the cardinal was sador coming then to visit liini, and 
long about the work, and when the saying he was sorry to see his ma- 
king asked from time to time where 'jesty so lame, he answered, “ As 
his book was, he would still answer lame as I am, if there were occasion, 
him, I'hat he expected some manu- your master the king of Spain should 
kcripts from Rome before he could no sooner have his foot in the stir- 
pnish it.; It happened, that one day rup but he should find me on horsc- 
the king took the cardinal along with back.” 

-him to loQfk on bis workmen and new By these few you may guess at the 
buil di| j | g 'at the louvre ; and passing genius of this sprightly prince;.! 
|||yHpcornor which had been a long could make many more instances, 
llllipinbegun, but left unfiniBhed, the but then 1 should exceed the hounds 
|p% asked the chief mason why that of a letter. When I am in Spain , 
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you shall hear further from me : and 
if you can think on any thing where- 
in I may serve you, believe it, sir, 
that any employment from you shall 
be welcome to your much obliged 
servant. 


LETTER VIL 

jTrom James Howelj Ksq* to Mr. 

Thomas Porter^ after Captain 

Porter, from Barcelona. 

Barceldua, lOtli Nov. 1G20. 

My dear Tom, 

] had no sooner set foot upon this 
soil, and breathed Spanish air, but 
my thoughts presently reflected upon 
you ; of all rny friends in England, 
you wore the first I met here ; you 
were the prime object of my specula- 
tion ; inethought the very winds in 
gentle whispers did breathe out your 
name and blow it on me ; you seem- 
ed to reverberate upon me with the 
beams of the sun, which you know 
hath .such a powerful influence, and 
indeed too great a stroke in this coun- 
try. And all this you must ascribe 
to the operations of love, which hath 
such a strong virtual force, that when 
it fastoiietli upon a pleasing subject, 
it sets the imagination in a strange 
fit of working, it employs all the fa- 
culties of the soul, so that not one 
ceil in the brain is idle; it busieth 
the whole inward man, it affects the 
heart, amuseth the luiderstandiiig; 
if quickeneth the fancy, and leads the 
will as it were by a silken thread to 
co-operate them all ; I have felt these 
motions often in me, especially at 
this time that my memory is fixed 
upon you. But the reason that I fell 
first upon you in Spain was, that I 
remember I had heard you often dis- 
coursing how you have received part 
ofiyoiir education here, which brought 
you to speak the language so exactly 
well. I think often "of the relations 
1 have heard you make of this couu'' 
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try, and the good instruction you 
pleased to give me. 

I am now in Barcelona, but the 
next week I intend to go on through 
your town of Valentia to Alicant, 
and thence you shall be sure to hear 
from me farther, for I make account 
to winter there. The duke of Ossu- 
iia passed by here lately, and having 
got leave f)f grace to release some 
slaves, he went aboard tlie Cape gal- 
leys, and passing through the churma 
of slaves, he asked divers of them 
what their offences were ; every one 
excused himself; one saying, That 
he was put in out of malice, another 
by bribery of the judge, but all of 
them unjustly ; amongst the rest 
there was one little sturdy black man, 
and the duke asking him wdiat he 
was in for, “ Sir,”^ said he, “ I can- 
not deny but I am justly put in here, 
for I wanted money, and so took a 
purse hard by Tarragone, to keep me 
from starving.” The duke, with a 
little staff he had in his hand, gave 
him two or tliree blows upoti the 
shoulders, saying, “ You rogue, what 
do yf)u do amongst so many honest 
innocent men ? get you gone out of 
their company so he was freed, and 
the rest remained still in statu quo 
priuSj to tug at the oar. 

I pray commend me to Signior 
Camilio, and Mazalao, with the rest 
of the Venetians with you ; and when 
you go aboard the ship behind the 
Exchange, think upon yours. 


LETTER VIII. 

1 

Prom James ffo?oel, Psq. to Dr. 
Francis Mansel, from Valentia. 

Valentia, 1st March, 16^. 

Sir, 

Though it he the same glorious sun 
that shines upon you in England, 
which illuminates also this part of 
the hemisphere: though it be the 
|sun that ripeneth your pippins, and 
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our pomegranates; your hops, and 
our vineyards here ; yet he dispense 
eth his heat in didbrent degrees of 
strength ; those rays that do but warm 
you in England, do half roast us here ; 
those beams that irradiate only and 
gild your honey-suckle fields, do 
scorch and parch this chinky gaping 
soil, and so put too many wrinkles 
upon the face of our common mother 
the earth. O blessed clime, O hap- 
py England, where there is such a 
rare, temperature of heat and cold, 
and all the rest of elementary quali- 
ties, that one may pass (and suffer 
little) all the year long, Without 
either shade in summer, or fire in 
winter ! 

1 am now in Valentia, one of the 
noblest cities in all Spain, situate in 
a large vega or valley, above sixty 
miles compass : here are the strong- 
est silks, the sweetest wines, the ex- 
cellentest almonds, the best oils, and 
bcautifulest females of all Spain, for 
the prime*^ courtesans in Madrid and 
elsewhere are had hence. The very 
brute animals make themselves beds 
of rosemary, and other fragrant flow- 
ers, hereabouts; and when one is at 
sea, if the wind blow from the shore, 
he maysipell this soil before he come 
in sight of it, many leagtfes off, by 
the strong odoriferous scent it casts. 
As it is the most pleasant, so it is al- 
so the temperatest clime of all Spain ; 
and they commonly call it the second 
Italy, which made the Moors, where- 
of many thousands were disterred and 
banished hence to Barbary, to think 
that paradise was in that part of the 
heavens which hung over this city. 
Some twelve miles off is old Sagunto, 
called now Morviedre, through which 
I passed, and saw many monuments 
^Roman antiquities there ; amongst 
there is the temple dedicated 
WPwenus, when fhp snake came 
abbui l/jf neck, a little before Han- 
nibal came thither* No more now, 
Ibut that 1 heaittly wish you were 
mte with me, and 1 believe you 


EPISTLES. [book ii. 

would not desire to be a good while 
in England. So I am yours. 

LETTER IX. 

JFVom James JJowelj Esq. to Christo- 
j}ker Jones, Esq. at Gray^s Inn. 

Alicant, 27th March, 1621. 

I am now (thanks be to God) come 
to Alicant, the chief rendezvous I 
aimed at in Spain ; for I am to send 
hence a commodity called harillia to 
Sir Robert Manscl, for making of 
crystal glass ; and 1 have treated with , 
Signior Andriotti, a Genoa merchant, 
for a good round parcel of it, to the 
value .of 2000f. by letters of credit 
from master Richant ; and upon his 
credit I might have taken many thou- 
sand pounds more* he is so well known 
in the kingdom of Valentia. This 
harillia is a strange kind of vegeta- 
ble, and it grows no where upon the 
surface of the earth in that perfec- 
tion, as here. The Venetians have 
jit hence, and it is a commodity wherc- 
jby this maritime town doth partly 
subsist; for it is an ingredient that 
goes to the making of the best Castile 
soap. Ii grows thus : It is a round 
thick earthy shrub that bears berries 
like barberries betwixt blue and 
green ; it lies close to the ground, 
and when it is ripe they dig it up by 
the roots, and put it together in cocks, 
where they leave it to dry many days 
like hay ; then they make a pit of a 
fathom deep in the earth, and with 
an instrument like one of our prongs, 
they take the tuffs and put fire to 
them, and when the flame comes to 
the berries, they melt and dissolve in- 
to an azure liquor, and foil down in- 
to the pit till it be full ; then they 
dam it up, and some days after they 
open it, and find this harillia juice 
turned to a blue stone, so hard that 
it is scarcely malleable ; it is sold at 
one hundred crowns a ton, but I had 
it for less. There is also a spurious 
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Bower called gazull, that grows here, 
but the glass that is made of that is 
not so resplendent and clear. I have 
been here now these three months, 
and most of my food hath been grapes 
and bread, with other roots, which 
have made me so fat that 1 think if 
you saw me you would hardly know 
me, such nutriture this deep sanguine 
Alioant grape gives. I have not re- 
ceived a syllable from you since ! 
was in Antwerp, which transforms 
me to wonder and engender odd 
thoughts of jealousy in me, that as 
my body grows fatter, your love 
grows lanker towards me- I pray 
take off these scruples, and let me 
hear from you, else it will make a 
schism in friendship, which I hold to 
be a very holy league, and no less 
than a piacle to infringe it ; in which 
opinion I rest your constant friend. 


LETTER X. 

From James Howelj Esq. to Robert 
Rrowrii Esq. at tke Middle Temr 
l)le, from Venice. 

Venice, 12th August, 1G21. 

Robin, 

I have now enough of the maiden 
city, and this week am to go further 
into Italy; for though I have been a 
good while in Venice, yet I cannot say 
1 have hitherto been upon the conti- 
nent of Italy ; for this city is nought 
else but a knot of islands in the Adri- 
atfe sea, joined in one body by 
bridges, and a good way distant 
from the firm land. I have lighted 
upon very choice company, your cou- 
sin Brown and Master Webb; and 
we all take the road of Lombardy, 
but we made an order among our- 
selves, that our discourse be always 
in the language of the country, un-j 
de» penalty of a forfeiture, which is 
to be indispensably paid. Randal 
Syms made us a curious feast lately, 
where in a cup of the richest Greek 


we had your health, and I could not 
tell whether the wine or the remem- 
brance of you was sweeter; for it 
was naturally a kind of aromatic 
wine, which left a fragrant perfuming 
I kind of farewell behind it. I have 
sent you a runlet of it in the ship 
Lion, and if it come safe and un- 
pricked, I pray bestow some bottles 
upon the lady (you know) with my 
humble service. When you write 
next to Mr. Syms, I pray acknow- 
ledge the good hospitality and extra- 
ordinary civilities I received from 
him. Before I conclude, 1 will ac- 
quaint you with a common saying 
that is used of this dainty city of Ve- 
nice : — 

VenHiaf Venetia, ehi nm tt vede lum te pregia, 
Ma chi t*ha Iroppe veduto te dispreggia. 

Englished and rhymed thus (though 
I know you need no translation, you 
understand so much ofthc Italian): — 

* Venic®, Venice, none tbcc unseen can prize : 
Who hath seen too much will tliee despise. 

I will conclude with that famous 
hexastic which Sannazaro made of 
this great city, which pleasetli me 
much better : — 

Viderat Hadriacis V^mtam Nejifuwte in tmdtV 
Stare urtrnn, et toti jwnere jura rnari ; 

Nimc mihi 2\trjmas qiuxnturn vis, Jupiter, arces 
Otjke et ilia tui mcphia Martis ait, 

Sic fielago Tibrim prae fers urhem aspice utrcmique^ 
ttlatn homines dices ', hanc posuisse Deits, 

When Neptune saw in Adrian surges stand’ 
Venice, and ^ive the sea laws of command : 
Now Juve, said he, object thy Capitol, 

And Mars* proud walls: this were lor to extol 
Tiber be 3 '^ond llie main ,* both towns behohl ; 
Rome, men thou'lt say, Venice the gods did 
mould. 

Sannazaro had given liirn by St. 
Mark a hundred zecchins for every 
one of these verses, which amounts 
to about 300/. It would be long be- 
fore the city of London would do the 
like; witness that cold reward, or 
rather those cold drops of water which 
were cast upon my countryman Sir 
Hugh Middleton, fi>r bringing Ware 
river through her Greets, the most 
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serviceable and wholesome benefit 
that ever she received. 

The parcel of Italian books that 
you write for, yon shall receive from 
Mr. Lcat, if it please God to send the 
ship to safe port ; and T take it as a 
favour, tJiat you employ me in any 
thing that may conduce to your con- 
tentment, because I am your serious 
servitor. 


LETTER XL 

^om James JTowd, to Christo^ 
pTier JoneSf JUsg. at Oray's Inn, 
from Naples, 

8th Oct. 

Honoured father, 

I must still style you so, since I 
was adopted your son by so good a 
mother as Oxford ; my mind lately 
prompted me that 1 should commit a 
great solecism, if among the rest of 
my friends in England 1 should leave 
you un saluted, whom 1 love so dear- 
ly well, e.^)ecially having such a fair 
and pregnant opportunity as the hand 
of this worthy gentleman, your cousin 
Morgan, who is now^ posting hence 
for England. Ife will tell you how 
it fares with me ; how any time these 
thirty odd months I have been toss- 
ed from shore to shore, and passed 
under various meridians, and am now 
in this voluptuous and luxuriant city 
of Naples: and though these fre- 
quent removes and tumblings under 
climes of different temper were not 
without some danger, yet the delight 
which accompanied them was far 
greater;;! and it is impossible for any 
man to tioiiceive the true pleasure of i 
peregrination, but he who actually 
enjoys "and puts it in practice., Be- 
lieve it, sir, tka^ year well em- 
ployed abroad bfyi^ne. of mature judg- 
ment (which yoti knoiS^ 1 want very 
advantal^eth more in ^int of 
yp pi and ^solid .knowledge '' than ' 
Hite ill ariv of our universitiea; You 
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know running waters arc the purest, 
so they that traverse the world up 
and down, have the clearest under- 
standing ; being faithful eye-witness- 
es of those things which others re- 
ceive but in trust, where unto they 
must )!iield ail intuitive consent, and 
a kind of implicit faith. When I 
passed through some parts of Lom- 
bardy, among other things I observed 
the physiognomies and coinplexiou.s 
of the people, men and women ; and 
I thought I was in Wales, for divers 
of them have a cast of countenance, 
and a nearer resemblance with our 
nation than any I ever saw yet : and 
tile reason is obvious ; for the Ro- 
mans having been near upon three 
hundred years among ns, where iliey 
had four legions (before the English 
nation or language had any l>eing), 
by so long a coalition and tract of 
time, the tw'o nations must needs co- 
pulate and mix ; insomuch that I be- 
lieve there is yet remaining in Wales 
many of the Roman race, and divers 
in Italy of the British. Among other 
resemblances, one was in their proso- 
dy, and vein of versifying or rhym- 
ing, which is like our bards, who 
hold agnominations, and enforcing 
of consonant word.s or syllables on<? 
upon the other, to be tlie greatest 
elegance. As for example, in W^elsh, 
Tewgris, fodyrrh tfr derryn, gwil/f, 
&c. so have I seen divers old rhymes 
in Italian running so ; Dotmt, O dan-- 
no, chef do ajf'ronto ajfronta: in sel- 
va salvo a me : Pin vnro caore, 

Being lately in Rome, among otlmr 
pasquils I met with one that was 
against the Scots : though it had 
some gall in it, yet it had a great deal 
of wit, especially towards the con- 
clusion ; so that I think if King 
James saw it, he would but laugh 
at it. 

As I remember some years since 
there was a very abusive satire <«iu 
verse brought to our king ; and as 
the passages were a-reading before 
[him, he often said, that if there were 
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no more men in England, the rogue 
should hang for it : at last being 
jcome to the conclusion, which was 
(after all his railing) 

Now God {^reserve tb« king, the queen, the peers. 
And i^rant the author long may wear his ears ; 

this pleased his majesty so well, that 
he broke into a laughter, and said, 
By my soul, so thoii shait for me . 
thou art a bitter, but thou art a witty 
knave/* 

When you write to Monmouth- 
shire, I pray send my respects to my 
tutor, master Moor Fortune, and my 
service to sir Charles Williams : and 
according to that relation which was 
betwixt us at Oxford, I rest your con- 
stant son to serve you. 

LETTER XII. 

jFrom James Ilowel, to Dan. 

Caldwell^ Dsq, from th€ Lord Sa-- 
vage's House iw Long Melford. 

20ih of May, 1G19. 

My dear Dan., 

Though, considering my former 
condition of life, I may now be call- 
ed a countryman, yet you cannot call 
me a rustic (as you would imply in 
your letter) as long as I live in so 
civil and noble a family, as long as 1 
lodge in so virtuous and regular a 
house as any I believe in the land, 
both for economical government and 
the clioice company ; for I never saw 
yet such a dainty race of children in 
my life together ; I never saw yet 
such an orderly and punctual atten- 
<lance of servants, nor a great house 
so neatly kept. Here one shall see 
no dog, nor a cat, nor cage, to cause 
any nastiness within the body of the 
house. The kitchen and gutters, 
and other offices of noise and drudge- 
ry, are at the fag end ; there is a 
gate for the beggars and the 
meaner sort of swains to come in at ; 
the stables butt upon the park, which 
for a cheerful rising ground, for 
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^oves and browsings for the deer, 
lOT rivulets of water, may, compare 
with any for its highness in the whole 
land; it is'opposite to the front of 
the great house, whence from the 
gallery one may see much of the 
game when they are a-hunting. Now 
for the gardening and costly choice 
flowers, for ponds, for stately large 
walks, green and gravelly, for or- 
chards and choice fruits of all sorts, 
there are fow the like in England. 
Here you have your bon Christian 
pear and bergamot in perfection: 
your muscadel grapes in such plenty, 
that there are some bottles of wine 
sent every year to the king ; and one 
Mr. Daniel, a worthy gentleman hard 
by, who hath been long abroad, 
makes good store in his vintage. 
Truly this house ,,of Long Melford, 
though it be not so great, yet it is so 
well compacted, and contrived with 
such dainty conveniences every way, 
that if you saw the landscape of it, 
yod would be mightily taken with it, 
and it would serve for a choice pat- 
tern to build and contrive a bruise 
by.. If you come this summer to 
your manor of Sheriff in Essex, you 
will not be far off hence ; if your oc- 
casions will permit, it will be worth 
your coming hither, though it be only 
to see him, who.would think it a short 
journey to go from St. David*s Head 
to Dover Cliffs to see and serve you, 
were there occasion. If you would 
know who the same is, it is yours, 6lc, 

LETTER XIII. 

From James Homely Esq. to Dr. Tho- 
mas Prichard f at Worcester H<msc. 

Paris, 3d Aug. IG^l. 

Sir, 

Friendship is the great chain of 
human society, and intercourse of 
letters is one of the chiefest links of 
that chain. You know this as well 
as' I ; therefore, I pray let our ffieiid- 
ship> let our love, that nationality of 
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British love, that virtuous tie of aca- 
demic love, be still strengthened (as 
heretofore), and receive daily more 
and more vigour. I am now in Pa- 
ris, an<l there is weekly opportunity 
to receive and send ; and if you 
please to send, you shall be sure to 
receive, for I make it a kind of reli- 
gion to 1x3 punctual in this kind of 
payment. I am heartily glad to hear 
that you are become a domestic mem- 
ber to that most noble 'family of the 
Worcesters, and I hold it to be a very 
good foundation for future prefer- 
ment ; I wish you may be as happy 
in them as I know they will be hap- 
py in you. France is now barren of 
news, only there was a shrewd brush 
lately between the young king and 
his mother, who, haviivg the duke of 
Epernon and others for her cham- 
])ions, met him in open held about 
Pont de Ccf but she went away with 
the worst ; such was the rare duti- 
fulness of the king, that he forgave 
her ujjon 4ns knees, and pardoned all 
her accomplices ; and now there is an 
universal peace in this country, which 
it is thought will not last long, for 
there is a war intended against them 
of the reformed religion : for this 
king, though he be slow in speech, 
yet he is active in spirit, atul loyes 
motion. I am here comrade to a gal- 
lant young gentleman, my old ao- 
cjiiaintance, who is full of excellent 
parts, which he hath acquired by a 
choice breeding the baron his father 
gave him, both in the university and 
in the inns of court ; so that for the 
time I envy no man’s happiness. . So 
with my liearty commends, and much 
endeared love unto you, I rest yours. 

LETTER XIV. 

Prom Esq* to the Tfo- 

nnarabjk . Mr., Sdvtige f now 
Efiri iU E^mce. 

I^OMdoa, l&itk 

^Sir, 

I My love is itot SQ shot! but it can 


reach as far as Florence to find you 
out, and farther too, if occasion re- 
quired; nor are these aflections T 
have to serve you so dull, but they 
can clamber over the Alps and Ap- 
penines to wait upon you, as they 
have adventured to do now in this 
paper. I am sorry I was not in Lon- 
don to kiss your hands before you set 
to sea, and much .more sorry that I 
had not the happiness to meet you in 
Ilollahd or Brabant, for we went the 
very same road, and lay in Dort and 
Antwerp, in the, same lodgings you 
had lain in a fortnight before. I pre- 
sume you have by this time tasted 
the sweetness of travel, and that you 
have weaned your affections from 
England for a gtxid while : you must 
now tliink upon home, as (one said) 
good men think upon Heaven, aim- 
ing still to go thither, but not till tliey 
finish their course ; and yours I un- 
derstand will be three years : in the 
mean time you must not suffer any 
melting tenderness of thoughts or 
longing desires to distract or inter- 
rupt you in tViat fair road you are in 
to virtue, and to beautify within that 
comely edifice which nature hath 
built without you. I know your re- 
putation is precious to you, as it 
should be to every noble mind ; you 
have exposed it now to the hazard, 
therefore you must be careful it re- 
ceive no taint at your return, by not 
answering that expectation, which 
your prince and noble parents have 
of you. You are now under the 
chiefest clime of wisdom, fair Italy, 
the darling of nature, the nurse of 
policy, the theatre of virtue; but 
though Italy give milk^to virtue with 
one dug, she often suffers vice to suck 
at the other ; therefore you must take 
heed you mistake not the dug, for 
^ere is an ill-favoured saying, that 
Ingkse Itnlionato e diavolo inc^trnoi- 
to ; An Englishman Italianate 
devil incarnate. I fear tio such thing 
of you, 1 have ^ had such pregnant 
of your ingenuity, and noble 
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jnclinf^tions to virtue, and honour; ;I money to bury him, which, though he 
know you have, a mind to both, but f : had a great wit, did argue no great 
.must tcJl yon that you will hardly get wisdom : it being one of the essential 
the good will of the latter, unless the properties of a wise man to provide 
first speak a good word for you. ibr the main chance. I have read, 
When you go to Rome you may hap- that it had been the fortunes of all 
ly see the ruins of two temples, one ^oets commonly to die beggars; but 
dedicated to Virtue* the other to Ho- for an orator, a lawyer, and phiJoso- 
nour ; and there was no way to enter" pher, as he was, to die so, it is rare, 
into the last but through the first. It seems the same fate befel him, that 
Noble sir, I wish your good very seri- attended Demosthenes, Seneca, and 
ously, and if you please to call to me- Cicero (all great men), of whom the 
rnory, and examiho the circumstance two fiijSt fell by corruption. TJie 
of things, and my carriage towards fairest ‘diamond may have a flaw in 
you since I had the happiness to be it, but I believe he died poor out of a 
known first to your honourable fami- contempt of the pelf of fortune, as al- 
ly, I know you will conclude that I so out of an excess of generosity, 
love mid honour you in no vulgar which appeared as in divers other pas- 
way. , sages, so once when the king had 

My lord, your grandfather, was sent him a stag, lie sent up for the 
complaining lately that he had not under-keeper, and having drank the 
heard from you a good while : king's health to biro in a great silver 
by the next shipiiing to Leghorn, gift bowl, he gave it for his fee. 
among other things, he intends to He wrote a pitiful letter to king 
send you i whole brawn in collars. James, not long before his death, and 
I pray be pleased to remember my concludes, “ Help me, dear sove- 
affectionatc service to Mr. Thomas teign, lord and master, and pity me 
Savage, and my kind respects to Mr.Uo far, that I who have heevi born to 
Bold. For English news, 1 knowla bag, be not now in tny age forced 
this packet comes freighted to you, in efect to Imar a wallet ; uor that I, 
therefore I forbear at this time to who desire to live to study, may be 
send any. Farewell, noble heir of driven to study to live.” Which 
honour, and command always your words, in my opinion, argued a little 
true servitor, abjection of spirit, as his former let- 

ter to the prince did of profaneness ; 
wherein he hoped, that as the father 
LETTER XV. was his creator, the son will bo his 

redeemer. I write not "this to dero- 
J'^om James Ihmel^ Esq, to Dr, gate from the noble worth of the lord 
• Prichard, viscount Verulam, who was a rare 

man ; a man reemditm scientim^ et 
. London, 6tli Jaru 1625. ad saluteni liter arum natus,* and I 
Sir, think the eloquentest that was born 

Since T was beholden to you for in this isle. They say he shall bo 
your many favours in Oxford I have the last Lord Chancellor, as sir Ed- 
not heard from you ; 1 pray let the ward Coke was the last Lord Chief 
wonted correspondence be now re- Justice of England ; for ever since 
vived, and riepcivc new vigour be- they , have ,^011 termed l/>rd Chief 
tween us* Justices of the Kihg*» Bench; so 

My lord chancellor Bacon is lately] hereafter they shall b^ only Keepers 
dead of alonglangttishiagweaknessV „ »«*enQif, and fcpra for tbs »d- 

hn died so poor that he scarce letUvancement of Icueis. 

VoL, in. No.*5. 39 40. i 
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of the Great Seal, which for title his heart in two, leaving the knife 
and office are deposeable; but they ^ticking' in the body* The ^ duke 
say the Lord Chancellor's title is in- took ^^out. the knifo, and threw it 
delibJe. away} and laying his hand on his 

sword, and drawing it half out, said, 
“The yniain hath killed me” (mean- 
LETTER XVI. ing, as dome think, colonel Fryer, 

•for ther6 hW been some difference 
From James Jfowet^ JEsq, to the betwixt them) ; so reeling against a 
Right Honourable Lady Scroojp, chimney, he fell down dead. The 
Countess of Sunderland^ from duchess being, with child, hearing 
Stamford. the noise below, came in her night- 

geers from her bedchamber, which 
Stamford, 5tb Au^. 1628. vvas in an i upper room, to a kind of 
Madam, rail, and thence beheld him welter- 

I lay yesternight at the post-house ing m his own blood. ^ Felton had 
at Stilton, and this morning betimes lodt his hat in the irroWd, wherein 
the postmaster, came to my bed's there vras a paper sewed, wherein he 
head, and told me the duke of Buck- declared, that reason which mov- 
ingham was slain. My > faith was not ed him* to this act was no grudge of 
then strong enough to believe it, till his own, though he had been far be- 
an hour ago I met in the way with hind for his pay, and had been put 
my lord of Rutland (your brotlier) by his captain's place twice, but in 
riding post towards London j it regard he thought the duke an enc- 
pleased him to alight, and show me my to the state, because he was 
a letter, wherein there was an exact branded in parliament ; therefore 
relation of all the circumstances of what he did was for the public good 
this sad tragedy. of his country. Yet he got clearly 

Upon Saturday last, which was down, and so might have gone to his 
but next before yesterday, being Bar- horse, which was tied to a hedge hard 
tholomew eve, the duke did rise up by ; but he was so amazed that he 
in a well-disposed humour out of his missed his way, and so struck into 
bed, and cut a caper or two, and be- the pastry, where, although the cry 
ing ready, and hawing been under the went that some Frenchman had done 
barber's hand (where the murderer it, he, thinking the word was Felton, 
had thought to have dorie the deed, boldly confessed it was he that had 
for he was leaning upon the window done the deed, and so he was in their 
all the while), he went to breakfast, hands. Jack Stamford would have 
attended by a great company of com- run at him, but he was kept off by 
nianders> where monsieur Sufaize Mr. -Nicholas ; so being carried up 
came to him, and whispered him in to a tower, cajf>tain Mince tore off his 
the ear that Rochel was relieved; spurs, and asking how he durst at- 
the duke. eeemed to slight the new®, such an act, making him be- 
which made sdme thipk that Su-ijigve the duke was not deadi he an- 
bize went away diseontented. Aft^r;|Wered boldly, \that he knew he was 
breakfast the 4ul*:d going out, oplonel dispatched, for it was not he, but the 
Pryer si^t him^i apd afop^d hand of Heaven' that gave the stroke ; 

and though his whole body had been 
Pjtenapt a- covered' over’ with arhiour of proof, 

l^n^nst with avoided it. Cap- 

pver P^erjii arm? pt dtike, tain Charles Price went post present- 

the. king four miles o#, who be- 
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Ing at prayers on his knees when Jt, 
Was told him, yet never stirred, ndp{ 
- was he disturbed a whit till all divine 
service was done. This was the re- 
lation, as far as my meniory could 
bear, in my lord of Rutland’s lettefi 
who willed me to remember him to 
your ladyship, and tell you that he 
was going to comfort your nieCe {the 
duchess) as fast as he could. And so; 
1 have sent the truth of this sad stp-| 
ry to your ladyship as fast as I could 
by this post, because I cannot make 
that speed myself, in regard of some 
business I have to dispatch for my 
lord in the way ; so I humbly take 
my leave, and rest your ladyship’s 
most dutiful servant. 

LETTER XVII. 

From James Howel, Esq, to J, S, 

Ktnglit, 

London, 25th May, 1628. 

Sir, ^ 

You writ to me lately for a loot- 
man, and I think this bearer will fit! 
you : I know he can run well, for he 
hath run away twice from me, but he 
knew the way back again. Yet 
though he hath a running head as 
M'ell as running heels, (and who will 
expect a footman to be a stayed 
man?) I would not part with him 
were I not to go post to the north. — 
There be some things in him that 
ansiver for his waggeries; he will 
come when you call him, go when 
you bid him, and shut the door al*-] 
tkr him ; he is faithful and stout, and 
a lover t)f his master ; ho is a great 
enemy to all* dogs, ' if they bark at 
him in his running, for I have seen 
him confront a huge . mastiff, and 
knock him down; When ypu go a 
country journey, or have him nm 
with ydu a hunting, you must sj^irid 
him with liquor ; you must all6w! 

«Jiim glso something extraordinary fqr 
Eocks, else you must hot, have him tbj 
waidat your table; when his 
molts dn running hard, it is 
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to fall into his toes. I send him you 
but for trial ; if he be not for your 
turn, turn him over to me again when 
1 come back. 

The best neWs I can send you at 
tMs time is, that we are like to have 
a peace both with France and Spain ; 
so that Harwich men, your neigh- 
jlxmrs, shall not hereafter need to 
fear the name of Spinola, who struck 
such an apprehension into them late- 
ly, that 1 understand they began to 
fortify. 

I pray present my most humble 
service to my good lady, and at my 
return from the North I will be bold 
to kiss her hands and yours. So I 
am your much obliged servitor. 

LETTER XVIIT. 

JVojiu James Homely Esq, to R, S, 
Esq, 


Sir, 


WeMouiter, dd Aag. 1629. 


I am one of them who value not a 
courtesy that hangs long betwixt the 
fingers. I love not those viscosa 6c- 
nejicxay those bird-limed kindnesses, 
which Pliny speaks of; nor would 1 
receive money in a dirty clout, if 
possible I could be without it : there- 
fore I return you the courtesy by the 
same hand that brought it ; it might 
have pleasured me at first, but the 
expectation of it hath prejudiced me, 
and now perhaps you may have more 
need of it than your humble servitor. 

LETTER XIX. 

From •Tames Hawel^ Esq, ,ta Ms 
Nephem J, P. at St, John*s m 
Oxford, ' 

> ‘ ^ Westminister, J.st Aug. 1^. 

’ Nephew, . ' 

; I hAd from you lately two. letters ; 
the last was well freight^; ,^,Hh Very 
stuff,' but ' the;. 

Jhainly with \ there 

as much 
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them, as betwixt a .iS<:otch 
pack in Poland, and the mag^^ipo pf 
ah English merchant in Kap|:ejlf, tlip 
Pne being usually full of tatfaty , silks, 
and satins; the other of c^icoes, 
threads, ribbons, and such poldavy 
ware. I perceive you have good 
commodities to vend, ft* you take the 
pains : your trifles and bagatelles are 
ill bestowed upon ihe, therefore here- 
after I pray let me have of your best 
sort of wares. I am glad tp flhd that 
you have stored ujp so much already : 
you are in the best mart in the world 
to improve them, which I hope you 
daily do, and I doubt not, when 'thb 
time of your apprenticeship there* is 
expired, but you shall And a good 
market to , expose them, for your own 
and the public beheflt: ablroad. I have 
sent you the philosophy bc^ks you 
wrote to me for; any thing that you 
wantof this kind for the ad^attcetn^t 
of your studies, do but write, and I 
shall fUrnish you. When I -Wftf a 
student as ^r<m are, my. practice e^s 
to borrow rather than buy some sort 
of books, and to be. always puncetal 
in restoring them upon the day as- 
signed, and in the. interim to swallow 
of them as much as made for my turn. 
This obliged me to read them' through 
with more haste to keep my Vord, 
whereas 1 had not been so careful to 
peruse,^ them had they beep ray own 
books, * which I knew w56re always 
ready at my disclose. I thank you 
heartily for your la^ letter, in regard 
r fl>uhd it. smelt of the lamp ; I , ^ay 
let your ne# do so, and tl|a oil and 
labour shall: not be lost which yon ex* 


a thaLiikifdl is like a box of pre- 
cious oihtmeht, which keepsthe smell 
long aft^ IKe. thing is sp^t^. Ma-" 
dam, without vanity be it spoken, 
such is lUyfheart to you, and such 
are youf iS^vours to me; the strong 
atomatiOi ;i446Ur they carried , with 
them diffused itself through all the 
veins of my heart, especially thjrough 
the left ventricle where the most il- 
lustrious blood lies; so that the per- 
fume of them remains still fresh with- 
in me, and is like to do, while that 
triangle of flesh dilates and shuts it- 
self within my breast ; nor doth this 
perfume stay there, but as all smells 
naturally tend upwards, it hath as- 
cended to my brain, and sweetened 
all the fcells thereof, especially tl]e 
memory, which may be said to be a 
cabinet also to preserve courtesies; 
for though the heart be the l)ox of 
love, the memory is the box of last- 
ingness; the one may be termed the 
source whence the^motions of grati- 
tude flow, the oth6t the cistern that 
keeps them. 

But your ladyship will say, these 
are words only ; I confess it, it is but 
a verbal acknowledgment ; but, ma- 
dam, if J weire made happy with an 
opponunity, j^u shall quickly find 
t^e^ words tuiped to actions, either 
to go, to run, or ride upon your er- 
rand. In expectation of such a fa- 
vourable occasion, 1 rest, madam, 
your ladyship^s most humble and epr 
chained, servhor. 

"'"fcETTER XXI. 



JProm Jhme^ Mmel, Esq<, to Mr. JR. 
*' '% tf€iumrd: 

, ■ ’ ■ . 'Fleet, 1401' Peb.' 1647. 

’V''Sir, 

' There x ; saying thait carrieth 
with it a^ ^realt deal of eaufUda^:^ 
♦‘ Prom him whom I trust Ghif' de- 
fend him whom Ii tiiist 

myself" ^ There be 
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8, but; that of.aj LETTER XXIL 


sundry sort? c^ftfuats, but that ot^aj LETTER XJCIL 

seeret is. on6 or the greatest ; I trusts / \ , 

ed T. P. with a weig hty< one, coiijUT*^. James JS%' to Br K. 

ing hiih that it should not take sir : , D/ at Rome* 

and go abroad : which was hot donh . 

according, to the rules .and religion ! ! Sd March, 1046. 

of friendship, but it went put of hini; Sir, 

the very next day, Thbugti the 'ih«^ Though you know well that ip the 


the very next day, Thbugti the 'ih«^ Though you know well that ip the 
convenience may be mine, yet the re-' carriage and course of my rambling 
proach is his : nor would 1 exchange life, I had occasion to be, as the 
my damage for his disgrace. 1 would Dutchman saith, a landloper, and to 
wish you take heed of him, for he is see much of the world abroad, yet 
such as the comic poet speaks of,, methinksi have travelled more since 
** Plenus rimarum/* “he is full of I have been immured and martyred 
chinks, he can hold .nothing:” you' betwixt thpse walls than ever 1 did 
know a secret is too much for One, before; fori have travelled the Isle 
loo little for three, and enough, for of Man, I mean this little world, 
two; but Tom must be none of those which I have carried about me and 
.^wo, unless there were a' trick to sol- witiiin me so niany years : for as the 
ci^r up his mouth: if he had commit* wisest of pagan philosophers said that 
ted a secret to me, and enjoinpd me the greatest learning was the know- 
silence, and I had promised it, though ledge of one's self, to he his own gc- 
1 had been shut up in PerilJus' bra- ometrician ; if one do fk>j he need not 
zen bull, I should not have bellovved gad abroad to see fashions, ho shall 
it out. I find it now true, “ That he find enough . ' home, he shall hourly 
who discovers his secrets to another, meet With new fancies, new hu- 
seils him his liberty, and becomes his ihburs, new passions within doors, 
slave,:” well, I shall be warier here- ^ This travelling over of one’s self 
after, and learn more wit. In the is one of the paths that ktads a man 
interim, the best satisfaction I cap to paradise : it is true, that it is a dir- 
givc myself is, to expunge him puite ty and dangerous, one, for it is Ihick 
ex albo amicorum^ to raze him out of set with extravagant desires, irregu- 
the catalogue of my friends (though lar aiTections and concupiscences, 

1 cannot of my acquaintance), where which are but pdd comrades, and of- 
your name is inserted in great golden tentimes do lie in ambush to cut omr 
characters. I will endeavour to lose throats ; there are also some melan- 
the memory of him, and that ihy clioly companions in the way, which . 
* thoughts may never run more upon are our timughts, but they turn many . 
the foshion of his face, which you time to be g^od fellows, and the best 
know he hath no. cause to brag of; I company; which makes me, that 
hate such blateroons:. wnong" these disconsolate walls I am 

never less alone than . when I am 
OdUUmceneUms^raErM — * alone; lam oft-times sole, but sel*- 

- , ■ , ' , . dpm Bolitarj. Some there are, who 

I thought good to give you this over-pestered with these codipUr 
little mot of because the mnoh ipihd for 

times are ticklish, of c^mittog h^ies; but I am/ df , 
secrets to any, though »ot to yout ; ; 

^ihost affectiohate to >rve 

' ' ■ ■ _ , ' !.>;^hand8 with 


^ 1 hate them a« , ,£. would the gaios : 
Hell. ' 


i|idhterity 
[ieve; but 
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for my part I wonder not at any tjblng, acmtdy pf the estates, and that 
Lhave seen such ihohstlt'pus, thmga. Spanbh couni^ did predpininate int, 
You know, there is nothing thit pan i^i'^'hce. ' « 1 ' ; ; 

be casual; there is no s^^ess', good You know be|ter \ thab I, that all 
, or bad, but is conUng^t .to man events, good, br bad, pome from the 
sometimes or other; nor are there all^disposing high Deity of heaven: 
any eontingenoies, present or future, if good,;.^e/prpduceth them ; if bad, 
but they have their parallels from He .peritiits them He is the pilot 
time past : for the great wheel of that sits at the 'stern, and steers the 
form do, upon whose rim (as the great vpssel of the world ; and we 
twelve signs upon the zodiac) all must not presume to direct him in 
worldly chances are embossed, turns his coarse, for he understands the 
round perpetually; and the spblces use of the compass better than we, 
of that wheel, which point at all hu- He commands also the winds and the 
man actions, return exactly to the weather, and after a storm, he never 
same place after such a time of revp^ fails to send us a calm, and to recom- 
lution ; wbich makes me little mar» pense ill times with better, if we can 
vel at any of the strapge traverses of live to sep them;, which I pray you 
these distracted times, in regard there may do^ whatsoever becomes of your 
h^th been the like, or suchlike for^ still moire faithful humble servitor:^ 
xnerly. If the Liturgy is now sup- 
pressed, the Missal and the Roman 

Breviary was used so a hundred years LETTER XXllI. 

sin^e: if crosses,, church windows, 

organs, and fonts, are. now batitered JF^om Jamc^ Hawet, Esq* to Mr. 
down, I little wonder at it ; for cha- En* P. at Paris* 

pels, monasteries, Herraitaries, nun- 
neries, and other religious houses, Feh, 1646. 

were used so in the time of bid King . . Sir, 

Henry ; if bishops and deans are Since we are both agreed to truck 
now in danger to be demolished, I intelligence, and that you are con- 
little wonder at it, for abbots, priors, tented to barter .French for English, 
and the pope himself, had . that for- 1 shall be careful to send you hence 
tune here an age since. That our from time to time the currentest and 
king is reduced to tide pass, I do not most staple stuff I can find, with 
wonder much at it ; for the first time weight and good measure to boot. I 
I irsivelled France, XIIL ^(af- know in that more subtle air of yours, 

terwards a most , triumphant king, as tin^l sometimes passes for tissue,* 
ever that country had) in.a danger- Venice beads, for pearl, a^d demi- 
ous civil war was brought^to ^ueb GaptQjrsfor beavers : but I know you 
straits ; for he was brought, m dis^ have so discerning a judgment that 
pehi^ tiyfth payt of his emouation you will not suffer yourself to be so 
oath, .toyeifiove from fiis court of cheated they must rise betimes that 
tice, from the council table,. fi^m his can put triohs upon you, and make 
very bedchathber, his greatest fa^vour- you take . aeixfolances for realities, 

' ites^ he<^W|as drlveii;|,p be content to probabilii^es for certainties, or spuri- 
' jpay the 9^ for true tlifogs. To hold this li- 

terafjprresj^ntlence, I 'desire but the 
of.ypur .time, that you niay;^ 
have something to do when you have 
iui ^eiffbbt with notbihg else^fo do, while I make a 
of St 'to be punetuaJJn my 
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" answers ..Let our letters be brhig you some tidings firom the other 

as eehoeS;. Jet thexn bound back and World ; and if you precede me, 1 shall 
mak^ mutual reperpe^sions ; I kndw the like from you, which you 

you that breathe upon the continent |qisy do without affrighting me, for 1 
have clea.rer echoes there, witness know your spirit will be a bonus ge* 
that, in„ the Thuilleries, especially nius* So desiring to know what is 
that at Charenton bridge, which qua- become of my manuscript, T kiss your 
vers, and renders the voice, ten tihms hands, and rest most passionately 
when it is open weather, and it were your most faithful servitor, 
a virtuous curiosity to try it. , . 

For news, the world is here turned 
upside down, and jt hath been long LETTER XXIV. 

a-going so: you. know a good while . 

since we have had leather capsjuid Ptom James Howel^ Esq. to Mr* T, 
beaver shoes ; but now the arms< are > Morgan. 

come to be legs, for bishops’ lawn 

sleeves are worn for boot-hose, tops ; May 12 . 

the waist is ^ome to the knee, for the Sir, 

. . v^oints that were used to be ahoqt I received two of youfs upon 
tnS middle are noW dangling there. Tuesday last, one to your brother, 
Boots and shoes are so long snouted, the other to me j but the superscrip- 
that one can hardly kneel in God’s tions were mistaken, which makes me 
house, where all genuflection and think on that famous civilian doctor 
postures of devotion and decency are Dale, who being employed to Flan- 
quite out of use: the devil may wajk dersby queen Elizabeth, sent in a 
freely up and down the streets of pacSket to the secretary of state two 
London now, for there is not a cross letters, one to the queen, the other to 
to fright him any where; and it his wife; but that which was meant 
seems he was never so busy in any for the queen 'was superscribed, ‘^To 
country upon earth, for tliete have his dear iVife and that for his 
been more witches arraigned and ex- wife, *‘Tq her most excellent Ma- 
ecuted here lately, thaq evervvere in je$ty so that the queen having 
this island since the creation., i.' , opened , his letter, she found it be- 

I have no more to communicate; to ginning with sweet-heart, and after- 
you at this time, and this is. too much woreje with my dear, and dear love, 
unless it were better. God Almigh- with such >. expressions^ acquainting 
ty send us patience, you in your ba-^ herivith the state of his body, and 
nishment, me in my captivity, and that he began to want money. You 
give us lieaven , for our. ?.ast ciduntiry; may easily guess what motions of 
where desires turn to fruition, doubts mirth this mistake raised ; but the 
to certitude, and dark thoughts to doctor by this Oversight (or cunning- 
clear contemplations* Truly, my Uess rather) got a supply of money* 
dear Don Antonio, as thd times are, I This perchance may be your pd.Ucy> 
take little contentment to live among to endorse me your brother, thereby 
the elements : and (^jr!ere it ipy Ma- to endear me the more to yoU : hut 
ker’s plec^uire) 1 tpid4 v^^yiingly, had you needed not to haiTe done 
I quit scores lyith the world, for the name friend goes sdmeti^EidS 

my last account with nature, and i*^ further than brother f and th^e te 
^>*«c|urn this small skinful of boiiesto my more examples of fronds that W sa-* 
common mother. If 1 chs^nce to do crifice their lives pne fer^ 
so before you, I love you so entirdy than of brotifors jf which the 
well that my spirit shall visit you, tojdoth think he should ;^ for you, if 
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the case riequired. , But since J urU I (and they would 
fallen upon Dr. Dide, Who.wae^a Wit->but thejr fee tp the dower call" 

ty kind of droll, t .wiH tefl yoii ed life that ptetty- 

stead of news (for there is little good yermilloh flower , w^ch ; grows at the 
stirring now) two other facetious tal^a/foot of the lUOuftitain .^tna jn Sicily, 
of his ; and mmiliar tales may become which n^^yejEr Iqses any thing of its 
familiar letters well enough.^ When iSrst scent. Those fa- 

qiieen Elizabeth did first propose vUuys dSll^' me thirty 
to hitti that foreign employment to the liio4ime of your incomparable 
Flanders, among other eneput^e- ferotfeer Mr. R. Altham (who left us 
ments, she told him that be shoidd ini ilie flower< of his age); methinks 
have 20s. per diem fpr his e]i;;pettses. arU as fresh to .me as if they were 
Then, madam,'* said he, I will done yesterday, 
spend 19^. a-day.’* — “What will you Nor were it any danger to com- 
do with the odd shilling the queen pare cohrtesies done to me to other 
replied. — will re^rve that lor niV flowers, as I use them; Tor I distil 
Kate, an4 for . Thm and Dick ;** them in the limbec of my memory, 
meaning his wife and children* Tins and so turn them to essences, 
induced the queen to enlarge his al- But, *iiciadam, I honour you not sp 
lowance^ But this that' comes ias| is much for favours, as for that preciems 
the best of aJI, and may. be called the fetood of virtues, which shine in you 
superlative qf the tferee ; which Was with that brightness, but especially 
when at the overture of the treaty the for those high motions whereby your 
other ambassadors came to propo^ sbnlsoars up so often towards heaven ; 
in what language they , should treat, insomuch, madam, that if it were safe 
the Spanish ambassador answdred, to call any mortal a saint, you should 
that the French was the most proper, have that title from me, and I would 
because his mistress entitled herself be /oun of your chiefest votaries: 
Queen of Erance ; “ Nay ihefe,^^ said howsoever, T may without any super- 
Dr. Dale, “ let us treat in ! Hebrew, stition subscribe , myself your truly 
for your master calls himself Kingfer devoted sqryant* \ 

Jerusalem.** .A'!*' ' > ' ' 

I performed the civilities you pon- : ^ 

joioi^ me to ypiir friends We,, who ?, LETTER XXVI. 
return you the like cejntU|dicated, and . , 

soddth your entire friend.' ^ Esq. to Mr. W. 

, ' . , , ' A Oxon. 

LETTER :^V., ' ; ' > ^ : Wdon,,ad Wuary* 

. ' , / . ' - . ' , Mf ]preciW' nephew^ 

^emm J/wdf, E$q* ]t6 ike / There cofeld hardly better hews be 
Ei^hi^Monourable the Bi' B. brought to me, than to understand 
: i' ! V 'V ^ .a.Mudent, and 

A \ that bavinjgpaWj^.tbtough 'the briars 
MadWi , . ; ' : / :L of logic, you fk|L so close to philoso- 

ThW is a Ff^eh sayii^^ pfay : yet I dpSot like your method 

pouttesfes ind' W hhe flow- in Otoe thh^, W so fond of 

S '“ new authors, Wd neglect the. old, -as 

I hear you dp-, .It is'the ungratefuLr^. 

K l genius of thfei age, thpt if any sciolist 

' And ^ bole in an old author’s 

to will endeavour to make it 
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much more mdo, thinking to 
him$elf tb^r^y ; l| aib; 

none of those imt touching the an^'^ 
cientB, I hold thi^ to be a good moral 
rule, lauddndum qiiocl henci ignosccn^ 
dim qmd qiiter dixerunt :* the older 
the authoir is, commonly the more 
solid he is, and tlic greater toilet 
truth. This makes ' ime think oh a 
Spanish captain, who being invited 
to a fish dinner, and coming late, he 
sat at the lower end of ’the table', 
where the small fish lay, the great 
ones being at the upper end ; there- i 
upon he. took one of the little fish, 
and held it to his»ear ; his comrades 
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barked in Latih.^' If fiome in the 
l^prld think sd of those irra* 

itihh'al poor creatures, that take in 
jtJhivermty air, what will yoor: friends 
in\the country expect from you, who 
have the instruments of reason in 
shch a perfection, and so well strung 
with a tenacious memory, a quick 
understanding, and rich invention I 
all which I‘ have discovered in you, 
and doubt not but you will employ 
them to the comfort of your friends, 
your own credit, and the particular 
contentment of your truly affection- 
ate unclei 


asked him what he meaiit by that ; he 
answered in a sad tone, ** Some tbir- 
'firyj^ears Since, my father, passing 
from Spain to Barbary, was cast away 
in a storm, and I am asking this little 
fish whether he could tell any tidings 
of his body ; he answers me, thab he 
is too young to tell me any thing, but 
those old fish at your end of tlie ta- 
ble may say something to it so by 
ttiat trick of drollery he got his share 
of The application is easy, 

therefb/e I advise you not to neglect 
old authors ,* for though we be c<>me 
as it were to the meridian of truth, 
yet there bo many neotcricai com- 
mentators and self-conceited writers, 
that eclipse her in many things, and 
go from ohHcurum. to oh$ctcriusf. 

Give me leave to tell you cousin, 
that your kindred and friends, with 
all the world besides; expect much 
, from you in regard to the pregnancy 
of your spirit, and those advantages 
you have of others, beitfg how at the 
source of all knowledge. I was told 
of a countryman, who cohiing tb Ox-: 
ford, and being at tlie' to^’s end,' 
stood listening to a flock of geese, and 
a few dogs that were hard by ; being 
asked the reason, he answered, That 
he thought the geese about Oxford 
•did gaggle Greek, and the dogs 

Let us praise wi>at ihe^ have said a;^ 
pardon w^at they hav^ shid otherwise. . 
t From obscure ta more obscure. 


LETTER XXVII. 

Lady Hussefs Letter to the King 
Chof^les 11, 


( Indorsed by her r My letter to the 
king ,a few days after my dear 
lord^s death.) 


May it please your Majesty, 

I find my husband’s enemies are 
hot appeased with his blood, and still 
continue to mi.srepresent him to your 
majesty.. It is a gr^at addition to 
my sorrows to hear yoiir majesty is 
p^vaildd upon to believe, that the 
paper he delivered to tlie , sheriff at 
his death \va» not his own. I can 
truly, say, and am ready in the so- 
lemnest manner, to attest, that (dur- 
ing his imprisonincntj:) I, often heard 
him discourse of the ohiefest matters 
contained in that paper, in the same 
expressions he ^herein uses, as some 
of those 'few relations that were' ad- 
mitted to hiiBcanJikewiseaver. And :! 


sttte it js an argument of ;hoLgreht; 
force, thht there is! a phrase Oir two^ In S 
if another uses, When 
cpfimon than to'take^^;iu^':W:brd'S 
We like, or are accha^pedktd^in bar 

' ' '"v ' ’ " ' 

t The words 

erdssed out. " ' " '' i ' : " T-’ ' 
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cionversation, I beg leave further^ to 
avow to your majesty, that all that is 
set down in the paper read Jto your 
majesty on Sunday night, to be epcn 
ken in my presence, is exactly true ;* 
as I doubt not but the rest of thOjpa- 


ee*¥er xxyiiL 

’ ' ' '1; 

Lady Ruk4f6;Prl^ ' 

Woborne Abbey, SOtb Sept. 1^83. 

I need hot tell you, good doctor. 


per is, which was vrritten at my re- how little capable I have^ been of 
quest, and the author of it in all his such ah exercise as this.t You will 
conversation with my husband, that I soon find how unfit , I am still for it, 
was privy , to, showed himself a loyal since my yet disordered Uioughtscan 
subject to your majesty, a faithful offer nie no other than such words 
friend to him, and a most tender and as express the deepest sorrows, and 
conscientious minister to his soul. I cqnfui^ed as my yet amazed mind is. 
do therefore humbly beg your majes- But such men as you, and particu- 
ty would be so charitable to believe^ larly one so much my friend, will I 
that he, who in all his life was know bear with my weakness, and 
served to act with the greatest clear- compassionate my distress, as you 
nCss and sincerity, would not at the have already done by your good let- 
point of death do so , disingenuous ter and excellent prayer. I endiga*^ 
and false a thing, as to deliver for^iis vour to make the best use I can of 
own wiiat was not properly and ex- both, but I am so evil and unworthy 
pressly so. And if after tlie loss, in a creature, that though I have dc- 
such a manner, of the best husband sires, ye*- I have no dispositions or 
in the world, I were capable of any worthiness towards receiving com- 
consolatiou, your maje^ only could fort. You that knew us both, and 
afford it by having better thought of how wc lived, must allow I have just 
him ; which when I was so iiriportu- cause to bewail my loss. I know it 


nate to speak with your- majesty, 1 is common with others to lose a 
thought 1 bad some reason to, believe friend^ but to have lived with such 
I slmuid have inclined you to, npt a one, it may be questioned how few 
from ithe credit of my Word, but upon can glory in the' like happiness, so 
the evidence of what I had to ka.y. consequently lament the like loss. 

I hope I have written nothing in this Who can hut shrink at such a blow, 
t^at Will displease your majq^y ; if till by the ^mighty aids of his Holy 
Ilhave, Lhumbly beg of you to con- Spirit, ' we will let the gift of God 
sider it as; coming from k woman which he hath put into our hearts in- 
amazed with grief; , and that you terpose? That reason which sets a 
will pardon the daughter of a person ^ 6^*^ souls in prosperity, 

who served your majesty*s famnr in wfii then suggest many, things which , 
his groatqat , extremities (and ymr we have seen and heard to moderate 
majelrty^ih your greate^_posts),.anLd us «lh such sad circumstances as 
one thft? IS upt conscious Jbavttig mine : but, alas t my understanding 
eve? thin^^ you is clbuded,\ my foith weak, sense 

.'j*' .1 . "ill,. *'V ir'" ^ ^ .1 jeii 


Irehair prajjj fOT ^our stipng, and the devil busy to fill my 
thoughts i^^rthifdse notions, difiicul- 
who am WHh and’ W a future con- 

r^J^pase di^ionrf^---^^ but, this I 

~ {hope m'innfce matter of' bumiliatWn, 




’ 1 hsr busb^iuS wss executed, 
Tlie ^ July 168^ 

thiee 
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not 6ln. Ldrd, let me understand lifelease you, first fervently asking the 
the reason of these dark and wound- countenance of jfour prayers for ypur 
ing, providences, that I sink not infinitely afflicted but very fei&ful 
under the, discouragements of my servant. ^ 

own thoughts: I know I have de- , 
served my punishment, and will be 

silent under it, but yet secretly my LETTER XXIX. 

heart mourns too sadly, 1 fear, and 

cannot be comforted, because I have 'From Lady Russel to Dr. Fitz* 
not the dear companion, and sharer william. 

of all my joys and sorrows. I want 

him to talk with, to walk with, to eat 31st January, 1684-5. 

and sleep with ; all these things are You pursue, good doctor, all ways 
irksome to me now ; the day unwel- of promoting comfort to my afflicted 
come,, and the night so too ; all com- mind, and will encourage me to 
pany and m^als I would avoid if it think the better of myself for that 
might be; yet all this is, that I enjoy better temper of mind you judge you 
not the world in my own way, and found me in, when you so kindly gave 
. this sure hinders my comfort ; .when me a week of your time in London. 

I sefe ray children before me, I re- You are highly in the right, that as 
member the pleasure he took in quick a sense of sharpness on the one 
them, this makes my heart shrink, hand, and tenderness on the other. 
Can I regret his quitting a lesser can cause, 1 labour under, and shall, 
good for a bigger 7 O! ifididsted- I believe, to the end of my life, so 
fkstly believe, I could not be deject- eminently unfortunate in the close 
cd. For I will not injure myself to of it. 

say, 1 offer my mind any inferior con- But 1 strive to reflect how large 
solation to supply this loss. No ; I my portion of good things has been ; 
most willingly forsake this \vnrld, and though they are passed away no 
this vexatious troublesome world, in more to return, yet I have a pleasant 
which I have no other business but work to do, dress up my soul for my 
to rid my soul from sin; secure by desired change, and fit it for the con- 
faith and a good conscience my eter- verse of angels and the spirits of just 
nal interests ; with patience and cour men made perfect. Amongst whom 
rage bear my eminent misfortunes ; my hope is my loved lord is one : 
and ever hereafter be above the and my often repeated prayer to my 
smiles and frowns of it; and when I God is, that if f have a reasonable 
have done the remnant of the work ground for that hope, it may give a 
appointed me on earth, then joyful- refreshihent to my poor soul, 
ly wait for the heavenly perfection in 'Do press yourself, sir, too 
God*8 good time, when by his ihfi- greatjy in poking my advantage* 
nite mercy I may be accounted wor- when your papers do come, I 
thy to enter into the same pjlace ot, and hope they will prove such- 
rest and repose, where \ he gone accidents of every day tell us of whw| 
for whom only I grieve, I drf^r-^ a tottering felay our bodies are 
fear. .Prom that cqnma^^tion Yoht^ uqr beauty, greatness 
come my best support. * wealth; caii prop it up. If it could, 

you will think, as you have reakin;' the lady Ogrolpy h^ not so Idft 
♦bat I set no bounde, when I let mv- ^iii World she died {as 
self loose to my complaints, but I wij^ Wc^«*tinted her fetfier tbiX 
j’V'" ' y'';>:,oW‘Sundayla»t;,;<^a':fluW^ 

• A word na*# 00*- ’ ; ^jryiing. I hwd ahfo; tbis day 



^134 


HlBGANT TEPtSTtEa 


ki&aiinan that ia gipne ; a few ye^a] 
ago I should have had a ihc^e 
cerned sense for sir Thomas Ve>- 
non,* jhis unhtness (as I doubt) I do 
lament indeed. 

Thus I treat you, as I taxi myself, 
with objects of mortification. But 
you want none such in your solitude ; 
and I, being unprovided of other, 
will leave you to your own thoughts, 
and ever continue, sir, your obliged 
servant. 

My neighbours and tenants are 
under some distress, being question- 
ed about accounts, and several leaves 
found torn out of the books, so that 
Kingdome and Trant offered 4O,O0Of. 
for atonemc^nt ; but liaving confessed 
two more were privy to Uiis cutting 
out leaves, the king will have them 
discovered: till Monday they have 
time given them. You bad given 
lady Julian one of those books. 


LETTER XXX. 

Loffy Russel to Dr, Ritzwifliam, 

X , Southampton 'houfie,^ nth July, I6a5. 

Never shall 1, good doctor, I hope, 
forget your work (as I may term it) 
of labour and love ; so instructive 
and comfbrtiible do I find it, (hat at 
any timci when I have read any of 
your papers, 1 feel a heat Within me 
tO/ be repeating my thanks to you 

*. Sir ThptnUd Vci'noii, cin dm jary against sir! 
. jBariiardlston, knignUid ht» service 

V in k,' ami then macle foreman to ';4r!(»nyict Oatca 
iBir Samuel 

lined 10,0^ fijrWridhg 
b? . e^preasionsj 

OTsf h#rd t):o‘wardVadj:^ars desni- 
all "man:— 

Rus^l Is <afi^) lamenii|}<t-* 

(to'aaH of ''tEsUsss:'' .mo'idei 


lars despt' 
mve loid< 

, ploi' \s 



[book 11. 

anew, which is all I eau do towards 
the disch^geof a debt,;you have en- 
gaged me ip ; and ^ though nobody 
loves more than I to stand free from 
engagements I cannot, answer, yet I 
do not wi«h for it here, I would have 
it as it is, and although I have the 
present advantage, you will have the 
future reward : and if I can truly 
reap what I know you design 'me by 
it, a religious and quiet submission 
to all providences, I am assured you 
will esteem to have attained it here 
in. some measure. Never could you 
more seasonably have fed me with 
such discourses, and left me with ex- 
pectations of new repasts, in a more 
seasonable time, than tliese my mise- 
rable months, and in those this vory - 
week in which I have lived over 
again that fatal day that determined 
what fell out a week after, and that 
has given me so long and so hitter a 
time of sorrow. But God has a com- 
pass in his providences that is out of 
our reach, and as he is all good and 
wise, that copsidcration should in 
reason slacken the fierce rages of 
grief. But sure, doctor, it is the na- 
ture of sorrow to lay hold on all 
things which give a new ferment to 
if; ^tlibn how, could I choose but feel 
it in a time of so much confusion as 
theste last weeks have been, closing 
so tragically as they have done ; and 
sure nOver any poor creature, for two 
whole years together, has had more 
awakers to quicken and revive the 
anguish of Its soul than I have had : 
yetT hoi>e I do meat' truly desire that 
pothing may bp so bitter tome, as to 
think that f have in the least offend- 
ed thee^Ofoy God, and that nothing 
nidy be, fjp! marvellous in my eyes as 
the exci^liilng love of my Lord Je- 

' my soul, 
and disho- 


' . ' i.. ' 


X re|K>rt and bad reporty— 
and adversity, with some 
;.dr mind: The inspiring 
jnelyfit^i these; desires is, 1 hope, a 
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token of his nover-failing love t<H take pleasure in your writki^s to me, 
wards me, though an unthankful irpm the testimony of a conscience 
creature for all the good things J ^.forward my spiritual welfare;, so do 
have enjoyed^ and d6 ,^tdl in the lives ;1 to receive them as one to me of your 
of hopeful children by so beloved a friendship in both worldly and spiri- 
husband. God has restoi^ed me my tiial concernments ; doing so, I need 
little girl ; the surgeon says she will not Waste niy time nor yours to tell 
do well. I should now hasten to you they are very valuable to me. 
give them the advantage of the coiin- That you are so contented to read 
try air, but am detained by the warn* mine 1 make the just allowance for : 
ing to see my uncle Ruvigny here, not for the worthiness of them, I 
who comes to me, so I know not hoW know it cannot be, but however, it 
to quit my house till 1 have received enables me to keep up an advantagci- 
liim, at least into it ; he is upon . his ous conversation without scruple of 
journey. being too troublesome. You say 

My lady Gainsborough came to something sometimes, by which I 
this town last night, and I doubt should think ' you seasoned or rather 
found neither her own daughter nor tainted with being so much where 
lacly Jane in a good condition of compliment or praising is best learu- 
health. I had carried a surgeon on ed; but I conclude, that often what 
the day before to let my niece bloody one heartily wishes to bo in a friend, 
by Dr. Loure’s direction, who could one is apt to believe is so. The ef- 
not attend by reason my lord Radnor feet is not nought towards me, whom 
lay in extremity, and he was last it animates to have a true not false 
night past hopes. My niece’s com* title to ,the least virtue you are dispos- 
plaint is a neglected cold, and he ed ,to attribute to me. Yet 1 am far 
fears her to be something hectic, but from such, a vigour of ’mind as sur~ 

1 hope youth will struggle and over* nmuOls the secret discontent so hard 
come : they are children whose least a destiny as, mine has nxed in my 
concerns touch me ,to the^ quick ; breast ; but there are times the mind 
their mother was a delicious friisnd ; can hardly feel displeasure, as while ‘ 
sure nobody has enjoyeds inore plea* such friea^y conversation entertaittr 
sure in the conversations and, ieuder eth it ; tl^en a grateful ^nse moves^ 
kindnesses of a husband and a, sister one to express the courtesy, 
than myself, yet, how apt am Y to he If I could contemplate the 
frtetfulthat I must npt still do ^I but ducts of providence with the usesyouj 
I must fellow that which' seems to be do, it, woul^ give ease indeed, and no^ 
the will ofGqd, how unacceptable so* disastr6u$ cvehts should much affect 
ever it may be to me. I must stop, us. Tjfe- new s 
for if I let my pen run, on,. I kuW make meVoften conclude myself* very 
not where it will end.' J pm, gopd void oftepiper and reason^ that I stij] 
doctor, with great faithfeiness> your shed 'a^rraw and not of joy,. . 

affectionate friend to sertd you., . , that sO; P man is landed safe 

, ' vV" . . ' ' the happy* flhpte of a'ble$s_^d 

- ' V ' ty j doubtlesa he is at 
LETTER ; XXXIv ■ '■ ; * ’ M nonWiwitWit hiim so^ ^ a ^ 

. ' my joyy.>i^d 

Frmn liOd^/iMusseJ tol I'uusji thP'lAJmigfaty wUl-'j[kss^ ^ 

fpiiiiasn, ' ' ' ^ >. '^my _ ■' 

' ; ; , ; v • |hc ^ 

; Wohom Ahhey, |%hts I ca%. ; - I ' 

As you ptofeaa, -lood' 
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possessed^him : all relish is oow gone, ny ; so M^helher I will come before 
1 bless God for it, and prayvand ask' him, or make one company, 1 knoar 
of all good people (do it for me from not ; he shall please himself, for *1 
such you know are so) also to pray have no will in these masters, nor can 
that I may more and more turn the like one thing or way better than 
stream of my affections upwards, and another, if the use and conveniencies 
set my heart upon the ever-satisfying be alike to the young creatures, whose 
perfections of God ; not starting at service is all the business 1 have in 
his darkest providencevS, but remem- this world ; and for their good 1 in- 
hering continually either his glory, tend all diligence in the power of, 
justice, or power, is advanced by eve- sir, your obliged friend to serye you. 
ry one .of them, and that mercy is 

over ail his works, as we shall one I am npghtily in arrear ; pray let 
day with ravishing delight see : in me know what, and if I shall direct 
the mean time, I endeavour to sup- the paying it, or stay till I see you. 
press all wild imaginations a melan- 
choly fancy is apt to let in ; and say 

with the man in the Gospel, I be- ‘ LETTER XXXII. 
lieve, help thou my unbelief.** 

If any thing I say suggest to you I>r. Tillotson to Lady JRuss^. 
matter for a pious reflection, I have 

not hurt you but ease myself, by [From Birch’s Life of Tillotson.] 
letting Idosa some of my crowded 

thoughts. I must not finish without Canterbury, Nov. 21, 1685. 

telling you, I have not the book you Honoured madam, 
mention ^of Seraphical Meditations When I look back upon the date 
of the bishop of Bath and Wells,* of your ladyship’s letter, I blush to 
and should willingly see one here, see it bath lain by me so long unan- 
since you design the present. I have swered. And yet I assure you no 
sent you the last sheet of your pa- day passeth, in which your ladyship 
pars, as the surest course; ybu can and yoiir children are not in my 
return it with the book- You would, mind. But I know not how," in the 
sir, have been welcome to lord Bed- hurry T api in, in London, one busi- 
ford, who expresses himself hugely hewJ)jresscth so hard ujion another, 
obliged tQ t^ bishop of Ely,t your that 1 have less time for the things to 
friend ; to whom you jpstly give the which I have most inclination. I am 
title of good, if the cbkractfer be has liow for a while got out of the tor- 
very generally belon^iiVilW«n* And ment and noise of that gnjat city, 
vi^ho is good is happy> ' for: hO vip only and do enjoy, a little mOre repose. 

mi^rable, or wretoh^dly so, It Vas a ^eat trouble to me to 
thj^ has do Joy here, . iior ' hopOi^ for, of the sad lofits your dear friend 
I bdieve it may hu sd^tained during his short stay m 
before But in some ciroum- 

ford re^d^j^ Z®*' thO j>«t 1 stances, jm to live. And that 

haW noiSet4iW>ursed him^ it, vcitee froih shOaven runs much in my 

heard in his 

V. df; .the ' jaet' "(ajS I think)' 'and 

m)[^t;;i„exttfoihe j persecution, ; which 
the feithfui servants of 
’•?' " •; final 'downfal of Ba- 

of Mow 
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b^on. “ Blessed ^ are the dead that 
die in the IfOrd from henceforth ; 
meaning, that they were happy, who 
were taken away before tha^ terriblO 
and utmost, trial of the faith and pa^ 
tiehce of the saints.' But however 
that be, I do ,greatly rejoice in the 
preservation of your children from 
the great danger they were in upon 
that occasion, and thank God heartily 
for it, because, whatever becomes of 
us, I hope they may live to see better 
things. 

Just now came the news of the 
prorogation of the parliament to the 
JOth of February, which was sur- 
jirising to us. We are not without 
hopes, that in the mean time things 
will be disposed to a better agree- 
ment against the next meeting. But 
when all is done, our greatest com- 
fort must be, that we arc all in the 
hands of God, and that he hath the 
care of us. And do not think, ma- 
dam, that he loves you the less for’ 
having put so bitter a cup into your 
hand. He, whom he loved infinitely 
best of all mankind, drank much 
deeper of it. 

I did hope to have waited upon my 
lord of Bedford at my return to Lon- 
don ; but now I doubt this proroga- 
tion will carry him into the country 
before that time. I entreat you to. 
present my most humble service to 
his lojdship, to dear little master, and 
the young ladies. I am 'not worthy 
the consideration yoU are pleai^d toi 
have of me; but I prky contihually 
for you all, and ever shall be, hia-' 
dam, your ladyship's most faithful 
and humble servant. 


is in comparison of that you can ob- 
tain at London) that ypu are at lei- 
sure to peruse the inclosed papers; 
hereafter I will send them once a 
week, or oftener if you desire it.^ 
Yesterday the lord Delamere pass- 
ed his trial, and was acciuitted.*' I 
do bless God that he has caused some 
stop to the effusion of blood has been 
shed of late in this poor land. But, 
doctor,' as diseased bodies turn the 
best nourishments, and even cordials, 
iiito the same sour humour that con- 
sumes and eats them up, just so do I. 
When I should rejoice with them 
||hat do rejoice, I seek a cotner to 
weep in. I find I am capable of no 
more gladness; but every new cir- 
cumstance, the very comparing my 
night of soiTow after such a day, 
with theirs of joy,, does, from a re- 
flection of pne kind or other, rack my 
uneasy mind. Though I am far 
from urishing the close of theirs like 
mine, yet I cannot refrain giving 
some time to lament mine was not 
like theirs ; but I certainly took too 
much delight in my lot, and would 
too willingly have built my taberna- 
cle here ; for which 1 hope my pu- 
nishment will end with life. 

■ The accounts from France are 
more and more astonishing; the per- 
fecting the work„ii^ vigorously pursu- 
ed, and by this time completed it is i 
thought ; all Without exception hav- 
ing a given them; only these I 
aip goiUg to mention have" found so 
much grace as I will tell you. The 
count^s. du Rpyt is permitted with 
two ,daiiight6rs to go within fourteen ^ 


LETTER XXXIII. 




Ladf JRmsfilto J)r, FitzmUiafi 

‘ v‘^5Ui Janaary, 

I prekume, doctor, yea are 
settled in ycutrdtiremi^ (for 


* He^iy/BoPlh, lord Dplanicre, .<ned.far par- : 
taking ia rebeUiop. 

tor-goneral, ,w«ui very Violent againsi him bOTj;'; 
Saxon, ihe.^ly po^tive eyidenie^,, / 

pej^uf^, ^ uvas ao^juitted by bis paew. . 

tai^wbrds 'ati:«nuaQ^y promotad ibd , 

ia 1690 earl of Waniiigtou J MSU; ’ 

. >•'" ' - ■ ' : ^ 

- , f ' Cvnnlesis dn ' Koy, wife 
,/dii 

to the^lting of ^ 

ISifenetta, was a 
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dayfi to her husband, wIk) is in Den* 
mark, in that king’s service; but fiye 
other of her children are put into mo* 
nasteries. Mareschal Schonibergf 
and his wife are commanded to be 
priwners^ in their house, in some re* 
mote part of France appointed them 
My uncle and his wife are permitted 
to come out of France. This I was 
told for a truth last night, but I hope 
it needs a confirmation. 

It is enough to sink the strongest 
heart to read the relations are sent 
over. How the children are torn 
from their mothers and sent into mo- 
nasteries j their mothers to another ': 
the husband to pr ison, or the gal lies. 
These are amazing providences, 
doctor! God out of infinite mercy 
strengthen weak believers. 1 am 
too melancholy an intelligencer to be 
very long, so will hasten to conclude, . 
first telling you lord Talbott is come 1 1 
out of Ireland, and brought husbands- 
for his daughters-in-law; one was 
married on Tuesday to a lord Roffe, 
the other lord is Dungan ; Walgrave 
^ that married the king’s daughter is 
made a lord. if The brief for the poor 
' Protestants was not sealed on Wed^ 
nef^day, as was hoped it would her 
the chancellor bid it be laid by when 
it was offered him to seal. I am I 


. . f * I*>ederi6 de Schomberg, marshal of France, ! 
' •' wusci'ca^d by king WilUam, dukeSchornberg-, 
'&cf. MUed at thi^ bdHile of th%Boyue, iat 
;VJaly, 1690.- Hewas. soa.of count Sebomberg,' 

, , bV, iord Dadley'a daughter. Tlw count was 
J killed, with (Several eons,; at the batUe ;of 
\ J620v I'he duke a bian. of great 

application, and cduduct; 4^ 

^xact , probity, and ah;bpiitb}b dtd|g. 

• ‘ teiiq>er. persecuiioh of tiia Frdtj^aut& 
ifeave France atid . enter ihto^i 
’ Wiwainre j^ervice. ' He 'wa$';.U2 
old^trt Hi» ?oa, Cbarl^ yvU «Jor^ 

i.. i of 


tue lady 




wiar-' 

palQral'i 
Airabella I 


very ronlly, doctor, your affectionate 
friend and ^tvant* 


LETTER XXXIV. 

Lad^ Mussel to Dr, MitzwiUiam. 


22d January, 1685-6. 

I have received and read your let- 
ters, good doctor. As you never fail 
of performing a just part to your 
friend, so it were pity you should not 
consider enough to act the .same to 
yourself. I think you do : and all 
you say, that concerns your privaU; 
affairs, is justly and wisely weighed ; 
so let that rest. I acknowledge the 
same of the distinct paper wliich 
touches more nearly my sore ; *i)er- 
haps 1 ought to do it with some shame 
and confusion of face ; and ])erhaps 
^ do so, doctor, but my weakness is 
ilivihcible, which makes me, as you 
phrase it, excellently jMyssess past ca* 
iamities: but he w^ho took upon him 
our nature, felt our infirmities, and 
does pity us; and I shall receive of 
his. fulness at the end of days, which 
I will silently wait for. 

If you have heard of the dismal ac- 
cident in this neighbourhofKl, you 
will easily believe Tuesday night was 
not a quiet one with us. About one 
‘O’clock in the night 1 heard a great 
noise in the. square, so little ordinary, 
1 called up a servant and sent her 
down to learn the occasion. She 
brought up a very sad one, that Mon- 
tague house was on fire ; and it was 
so, indeed ; it burnt with so, great vi- 
olence, the whole, house was con- 
sumed by five o’clock. -The wind 
blew strong this way, so that w^e lay 
under fire a great of the time, 
the sparkiii flames continually 
covering hbuse, and filling the 
oqurt;. My boy awaked, and said he 
waiaithoi^ stifled with smpke, but, 
being tojd tiie reason, would see it, 
andisd was satisfied without fear; 
a straqge bed-£hl}ow very wil- 
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Hngly, Isdy Devoiishire'a yoangie^t 
boy, whom bis nurse bfad brought 
.wapt in a bSinket Lady Devour 
shire* cam^ towards morning and 
lay here ; and had done so still, but 
for a second ill accident : Her brcn- 
ther, lord Arran, t who hais been iU, 
of a fever twelve days, was despaired 
of yesterday morning, and spots ap- 
peared, so she resolved to see him, 
and not to return hither, but to So- 
merset house, where the queen offer- 
ed her lodgings. He is said to be 
dead, and 1 hear this morning it js a 
great blow to the family : and that he 
was a most dutiful son and kind friend 
to all his family. 

Thus we see w^hat a day brings 
forth! and how momentary the 
things we set our hearts upon! O 
I could heartily cry out, ** When 
will longed-for eternity come!” but 
our duty is to possess our souls with 
patience. 

1 am unwilling^ to shake off all 
hopes about the brief, though I know 
them that went to the ch&ncel]Qr| 
since the refusal to seal it, and his 
answer does not encourage one’s 
hopes. But he is not a lover of 
smooth language, so in that respect 
we may not so sooii despair.^ 

I fancy I saw the young man you 
mentioned to be about my son. One 
brought me six prayer books as froth 
you ; also distributed three or four 

* Mary, daughter to James Butler, duke of 
Ormond; married to William Cavendis^j 
afU^rwards duke,, of Devonstu^. 

t He died January 
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in the house. 1 sent ibr him end 
asked him if there was na mistake ? 
He said, No. And after some other 
questions I concluded him the same 
person. Doctor, I do assure you I 
put an entire trust in your sincerity 
to advise; but, as I told' you, I shall 
ever take lord Bedford along in all 
the concerns of the child. He thinks 
it early yet to put him to learn in^ 
earnest; so do you, 1 believe. My 
lord is afraid, if we take one for it, 
he will put, him to it; yet I think 
perhaps to overcome my lord in that, 
and assure him he shall not bo press- 
ed. But I am much advised, and in- 
deed inclined, if I could be fitted to 
my mind, to take a Frenchman, so 1 
shall do a charity, and profit the child 
also, who shall learn French. Here 
are maiiy scholars . come over, as are 
of all kinds, God knows. 

I have still a charge with me, la- 
dy Devonshire’s daughter, who is just 
come into my chamber; so must 
break off.; I am, sir, truly your faith- 
ful servant. 

The young lady tells me lord Ar- 
Ton is no^ dOad, but rather better. 


LETTER XXXV, 

JUady Russel ta, Lady 

I think I understand almost less 
than any body, yet I knew better 
things than to be weary of receiving 
wbat is so good as my lady Sunder- 
land’s ; or npt to have a due 

regard of ^bat, is SO valuable as her' 
esteem ' kindnosS, with her 
mises it my whole life. Tru^ ^ 

ly, madi^m,i X can find noihultmt f ; 
one, and. that is constantly ‘ 

fityours'you direct to me, 
iiate.'''usd}^'i;^eature in the 
vet ’yW‘!ia<^ship own« nto*, 

'had' beemV ’of 

.Alas ! I ibmw.I , 

lentson was- Imre; 

:s0Wr I was'' '■hem#;. Mlidlphig' ■ / 
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ease, and if I had an occasion for it, I to write much to such ^as Would con- 


I could be diligent, but no further 
ability ; and you are very good to re- 
ceive it kindly. But so unhappy a 
solicitor as I was once for my poor 
self and family, my heart misgives me 
when X aim at any thing of that kind 
any more* Yet I hope 1 have at last 
learned make the will of God, 
when declared, the rule of my con- 
tent, and to thank him for all the 
hard things I suffer, as the best assu- 
rances of a large share in that other 
blessed state ; and if what is dear to 
us is got thither before us, the sense 
what they enjoy, and we in a little 
while shall with them, ought to sup- 
port us and our friends* 


LETTER XXXVI. 

Lady B/ussd to Dr, 

Woborne Abbey, iZStb August, 1690. 

I assure you, good doctor, I was 
very well pleased this evening to re-' 
ceive another letter from you; and 
much more than ordinary, because 
your last had some gentle hints in it, 

. as if you thought that 1 had taken 
some offence, though you kindly 
again said you could not, or would 
not, imagine it, not being conscious 
of omission or commission, and in- 
deed you have good reason for saying 
so ; I will at .any time justify you in 
it, and do more commend your be- 
lief, that I either had not your letters, 
or was not well, than I could yourj 
mistrust of me for what will never 
ha^en* But an old dated paper has 
convinced you, and a newer had, if 
1 had kuown where to have found 
you ; for in yours of the 5th of Au- 
gust you intifnate that you meant (if 
ti did not too much offend the eyes 
of a iridnd of mine that were weak) 
to make a stay it Windsor of ten 
, longer, and made ito mention 
ilWn whither you went Now truly 
tUit letter, when I wtui obliged 


gratulate my being well again, some 
in kindness, and some in ceremony^ 
But so it was, that when I went to 
write, 1 found I should not ,know 
where to send it, so I deferred it till 
1 had learnt that. 1 sent to Mrs. 
Smith, she could not tell ; I bid John 
send to Richard at Straton to know 
if you were at Chilton, for I know lady 
Gainsborough was not there then, but 
now you have informed me yourself. 

By report I fear poor lady Gains- 
borough is in new trouble, for though 
she has ail the help of religion to sup- 
port her, yet that does not shut us 
out from all sorrow ; it docs not di- 
rect us to insensibility, if we could 
command it, but to a quiet submis- 
sion to the will of God, making ‘'his 
ours as much as we can : indeed , 
doctor, you are extremely in the right 
to think that my life has been so em- 
bittered, it is now a very poor thing to 
jmej yeti find myself careful enough 
of it. I think I am useful to my 
children, and would endure hard y 
things, to do for them till they can 
do for themselves ; but, alas ! 1 am 
apt to conclude if 1 had not that, yet 
1 should still find out some reason to 
be content to live, though 1 am \\ eary 
of every thing, and of the folly, the 
vanity, the madness of man most of 
all. 

There is a shrinking from the se- 
paration of the soul from the body, 
that is implanted in our natures, 
which enforces us to conserve life ; 
and it is a wise providence ; for who 
would else endure much evil, that is 
not taught the great advantages of 
patient suffering ? 1 am heartily sor- 
ry, good- doctor, that you arc not ex- 
empt, which I am sure you are not, 
when you cannot exercise your care 
as formerly among your flock at Co- 
jtenham.* But I will not enlarge on 
this matter, nor any other at this 
I time. That I might be certain not 

I 

* Ejected M a iioi\)unHr. 
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to omit this respect to you, I have 
begun with it, and have many be* 
hind, to which I must hasten, but 
first desire you will present my most 
humble service to my lady ; I had 
done myself the honour to write to 
her, just as I believe she was writing 
to me, but I will thank her yet for 
that favour; either trouble, or the 
pleasure of her son's settlement, en- 
grosses her, I apprehend, at this 
time, and business I know is an at- 
tendant of the last. I am, sir, your 
constant friend and servant. 


LETTER XXXVH. 

Dean Tillotson to LaAy Russel. 

Edmonton, Oct. 9, 1690. 

Hon. madam; 

Since I had the honour of your 
letter, I was tempted to have trou- 
bled you with one of mine upon the 
sad occasion of your late great loss 
of two so near relations, and so near 
together.* But I considered, why 
should 1 pretend to be able either to 
instruct or comfort my lady Russel, 
who hath borne things much more 
grievous with so exemplary a meek- 
ness and submission to the w'ili of 
God, and knows, as well as I can tell 
her, that there is no remedy in these 
cases but patience, nor any comfort 
but in tlie hopes of the happy meet- 
ing of our deceased friends in a bet- 
ter life, in which sorrow and tears 
shall have no more place to all eter- 
nity ! 

And now I crave leave to impart 
something of my own trouble to your 
ladyship. On Sunday last the king 
commanded me to wait upon him the 
next morning at Kensington. I did 
so, and met with what I feared. His 
majesty renewed his former gracious 
offer, in so pressing a manner^ and 

The death of her sitter, the eoutiieas of iMon- 
ta^e, and of her nephew. Wrioiheiley Bapiltt, 
e&ofGainsborcHiffh. * 


with so much kindness, that I hard- 
ly knew how to resist it- I made 
the best acknowledgments I could 
of his undeserved grace and favour 
to me, and begged of him to consi- 
der all the consequences of this mat- 
ter, being well assured, that all that 
storm which was raised in convoca- 
tion the last year by those wlio will 
be the Church of England was upon 
my account, and that the bishop of 

L was at the bottom of it, out 

of a jealousy that I might be a hin- 
drance to him in attaining what he 
desires, and what, I call God to wit- 
ness, I would not have. And I told 
his majesty, that I was still afraid that 
his kindness to me would be greatly 
to his prejudice, especially if he car- 
ried it so far as he was then pleased 
to speak. For J plainly saw they 
could not bear it ; and that the ef- 
fects of envy and ill-will towards me 
would terminate upon him. To 
wKioh he replied, that if the thing 
were once done, and they saw no re- 
medy, they would give over, and 
think of making the best of it ; and 
therefore he must desire me to think 
seriously of it; with other expres- 
sions not fit for me to repeat. To all 
which I answered, that in obedience 
to his majesty's commands I would 
consider of it again, though I was 
afraid I had already thought more of 
it than had done me good, and must 
break through one of the greatest re- 
solutions of my life, and sacrifice at 
once all the ease and contentment of 
it; which yet I would force myself 
to do, were i' really convinced that I 
Was in any measure capable cf doing 
Ibis majesty and the public that serr 
[vice which he was pleased to think I 
was. He i^miled and said, “ You 
talk oif trouble; I believe yoii, Will 
have much more ease in it than in 
the condition in which you nour jkte-” 
Thinking not fit to say more^ I hum- 
bly took leave. . , ' ! ‘ 

And now, tnadam, what t 

My thoughts were never' at sneh a 

Wtm Ck 
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plunge. I know not how to bring 
my mind to it; and^ on the other 
handj though the comparison is very 
unequal, when I remember how I saw 
the king afTected in the case of my 
lord Shrewsbury,* I find myself in 
great strait, and would not for all the 
world give him the like trouble. 1 
pray God to direct me to that w'hich 
he sees and knows to be best, for 
know not what to do. I hope I shall 
have your prayers, and would be glad 
of your advice, if the king would 
spare me so long. I pray God to 
preserve you and yours. I am, ho- 
noured madam, &c. 


LETTER XXXVIII. 

luody Mussel to the Dean of St, 
PauVs. 

About the middle of October, 1690. 

Your letters will never trouble me, 
Mr. Dean ; on the contrary, they are 
comfortable refreshments to my, for 
the most part, over-burdened mind, 
which, both by nature and by acci- 
dent, is made so weak that 1 cannot 
bear, with that constancy I should, 
the losses I have lately felt ; I can 
say, Friends and acquaintances thou 
hast hid out of my sight ; but I hope 
it shall not disturb my peace. These 
were young, and as they had begun 
their race of life after me, so I desir- 
ed they might have ended it also. 
But hap]^ are those whom God re- 
tb^es in his grace;, I trust these were 
so ; and no age ckn be amiss ; 
to the young it is not too early, nor to 
the aged too late:^ Submission and 
prayer all we know that we ean do 
towards our own relief in our distress, 
or to disarm God’s anger, either in 
oar public* and. private Ooncems. 

, WiH miem alter to tbht 

ike earl post «f sscreta- 

^ tjpSlrte divSrt fiwn 
had Met te 



peaceful and eternal home in pros- 
pect. But in this time of our pil- 
grimage, vicissitudes of all sorts is. 
every one's lot. And this leads me 
to your case, ajr* , 

The time seems to be come that 
you must put anew in practice that 
submission* you have so powerfully 
both tried yourself, and instructed 
others to. I see no place to escape 
at ; you must take up the cross and 
bear it : 1 faithfully believe it has the 
figure of a very heavy one to you, 
though not from the cares of it; 
since, if the king guesses right, you 
toil more now. But this work is of 
your own choosing, and the dignity 
of the other is what you have bent 
your mind against, and the strong 
resolve of your life has been to avoid 
it. Had this even proceeded to a 
vow, it is, I think, like the virgins of 
old, to be dissolved by the father of 
your country. Again, though con- 
templation, and a few friends well 
chosen, would be your grateful choice, 
yet, if charity, obedience, and neces- 
sity, cfiill you into the great world, and 
where enemies compass round almut, 
must not you accept it? And each 
of these, in my mean apprehension, 
determines you to do it. In short, it 
will be a noble sacrifice you will 
make; and I am confident you will 
find as a reward, kind and lender 
supports, if you do take the burthen 
upon you: there is, as it were, a 
commanding Providence in the man- 
ner of it. Perhaps 1 do as sincerely 
wish your thoughts at ease as any 
friend you have, but I think you may 
purchase that too dear ; and if you 
should come to think so too, they 
would then be as restless as before. 

Sir, I believe you would be as 
much a common good as you can : 
consider how few of ability and inte- 
grity this age produces. Pray do not 

* Submnaion alludes to Tillotsou's letter to 
ford Kussel against, resistance :-*-a ^rewd hint 
of the dean’s endeavours to persuade ford Rus- 
ae) to aubinit to the cfoetrine of passiye obedi- 
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turn this matter too much in your ty years acquaintance with so amia- 
head ; when one has once turned it ble a creature, one must needs, in re- 
'every way, you know that more does fleeting, bring to remembrance so ma- 
but perplex, and one never sees the ny engaging endearments as are yet 
clearer for it. Be not stiff, if it be at present embittering and painful ; 
still urged to you. Conform to the and indeed we may be sure, that 
Divine Will, which has set it so strongs when any thing below God is the ob- 
ly into the other’s mind, and be con- ject of our love, at one time or ano- 
tent to endure ; it is God calls yon to ther rfc will be matter of our sorrow, 
it. 1 believe it was wisely said, that But a little time will put me again 
when there is no remedy they will into my settled state of mourning; 
give over, and make the best of it, for a mourner I must be all my days 
and so I hope no ill will terminate on upon earth, and there is no need 1 
the king ; and they will lay up their should be other. My glass runs low. 
arrows, when they perceive they are The world does not want me, nor I 
shot in vain at him or you, upon want that : iny business is at home, 
whom no reflection that I can think and within a narrow compass. I 
of can be made that is ingenious ; must not deny, as there was some- 
and what is pure malice you are thing so glorious in the object of my 
above being affected with. biggest sorrow, I believe that, in 

I wish, for many reasons, myprayr some measure, kept me from being 
ers were more worthy ; but such as then overwhelmed. So now it af- 
they are, I offer them with a sin- Ifords me, together with the remem- 
cere zeal to the Throne of Grace for brance how many easy years we lived 
you, in this strait, that you may be together, thoughts that are joy enough 
^ led out of it, as shall best serve the for one who looks no higher than a 
great ends and designs of God’s quiet submission to her lot ; and 
glory. such pleasures in educating my 

young folks as surmount the cares 
that it will afford. If I shall be 
LETTER XXXIX. spared the trial, where 1 have most 

thought of being prepared to bear 

JLady Mussel to {supposed the pain, 1 hope I shall be thankful, 

the Bislwp of Sedishury,) and I think 1 ask it faithfully, that it 

may be in mercy not in judgment. 
iGib Ocioijor, 1G90. Let me rather he tortured licre, than 
I have, my lord, so upright an they or I be rejected in that other 
heart to my friends, that though your blessed peaceful home to all ages, to 
great weight of business had forced which my soul aspires. There is 
you to a silence of this kind, yet I something in the younger going be- 
should have had no doubt, hm that fore me, that 1 have observed all my 
one 1 so distinguish in that little num- life to give a sense I cannot describe ; 
her God has left me, does join with it is harder to be borne than a bigger 
me to lament my late losses : the one loss, where there has been spun out a 
was a just, sincere man, and the only longer thread of life. Yet I see no 
son of a sister and a friend I loved cause for it> for every day we see the 
with too much passion ; the other nty young “lafl with the old : but nae- 
last sister, and I ever loved her ten- thinks it is a violence upon nature, 
derly. A troubled mind bae a multitude 

It pleases me to think that she de- of these thoughts* 1 hope I 

serves to be remembered by all those master all murmuringe it if I have had 
who knew her. But after above for- j any, I am dwiy, and will have no 
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more, assisted by God's grace ; and 
rest satisfied, that whatever 1 think, 
I shall one day be entirely satisfied 
what God has done and shall do will 
be best, and justify both his justice 
and mercy. I meant this as a very 
short epistle : but you have been 
some years acquainted with my in- 
firmity, and have endured it, though 
you never had waste time, I believe, 
in your life ; and better times do not, 
I hope, make your patience less. 
However, it will become me to put 
an end to this, which I will do, sign- 
ing myself cordially your, &c. 


LETTER XL. 

Lady Russel to Lord Cavendish. 

S9th October, 1690. 

Though I know my letters do lord 
Cavendish no service, yet, as a re- 
spect I loi^e to pay him, and to thank 
him also for his last from Limbeck, I 
had not been so long silent, if the 
death of two persons both very near 
and dear to me had not made me so 
uncomfortable to myself, that I knew 
I was utterly unfit to converse where 
I would never be ill company. The 
separation of friends is grievous. My 
sister Montague was one I loved ten- 
derly ; my lord Gainsborough w'as the 
only son of a sistet I loved with too 
much passion : they both deserved to 
be remembered kindly by all that 
knew them. They both began their 
race long after me, and I hoped 
should have ended it so too ; but the 
great and wise Disposer of all things, 
and who knows where it is best to 
place his creatures, either in this or 
in other world, has ordered it 
otherwise.' The best improvement 
can make^ in these cases, and 
you, my dear lord, rather than I, 
whose glass runs low, while you are 
and I have many happy 
Pyears to come, is, I say, that we 
al| refiebt there is no passing 


through this to a better world with- 
out some crosses, and the scene 
sometimes shifts so fast, our course 
of life may be ended before wo think 
we have gone half way ; and that an 
happy eternity depends on our spend- 
ing well or ill that time allotted us 
here for probation. 

Live virtuously, my lord, and you 
cannot die too soon, nor live too 
long. I hope the last shall be your 
lot, with many blessings attending it. 
Your, &c. 


LETTER XLT. 

Archbishop Tillotson to Lady 
Russel 

June 23, 1691.* 
Honoured madam, 

I received your ladyship's letter, 
together with that to Mr. Fox, which 
I shall return to him on Wednesday 
morning, when I have desired Mr. 
Kemp to send him to me. 

I entreat you to give my very hum- 
ble service to my lord of Bedford, 
and to let his lordship know how far 
I have been concerned in this affair. 
I had notice first from Mr. Attorney 
general and Mr. Solicitor, and then 

from my lord , that several 

persons, upon the account of publish- 
ing and dispersing several libels 
against me, were secured in order 
to prosecution. Upon which I went 
to wait upon them severally, and 
earnestly desired of them that nobo- 
dy might be punished upon my ac- 
count: that this was not the first 
time I had experience of this kind 
of malice, which, how unpleasant so- 
ever to me, I thought it the wisest 
way to neglect, and the best to for- 
give it.f None of them said any 

* From his draught in short-hand. 

t Umd a bundle of libels found among bis pa- 
pers aner hit death be put no other inscription 
thanthis ; ** These are libels ; 1 praj God for- 
give the authors : 1 do.*^ 
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thing to me of my lord Russel, nor 
did it ever come into my thought to 
hinder any prosecution upon his ac- 
count, whose reputation, I can truly 
say, is much dearer to me than mine 
own ; and I was much more troubled 
at the barbarous usage done to his 
memory, and especially since they 
have aggravated it by dispersing more 
copies ; and, as I find by the letter 
to Mr. Fox, are supported in their in- 
solence by a strong combination, I 
cannot but think it very fit for my 
lord Bedford to bring them to con- 
dign punishment. 

Twice last week I had my pen in 
my hand to have provoked you to a 
letter ; and that I might once in my 
life have been bcforeh*and with you 
in Ihis way of kindness. I was both 
times hindered by the breaking in of 
company upon me. The errand of 
it would have been to have told you, 
that whether it be from stupidity, or 
from a present astonishment at the 
, danger of my condition, or from some 
other cause, I find, that I bear the 
burden 1 dreaded so much a good 
deal better than I could have hoped. 
David^s acknowledgment to God runs 
in my mind, ** Who am I, O Lord 
God, or what is my house, that thou 
hast brought me hitherto ; and hast 
regarded me according to the estate 
of a man of high degree, O Lord 
God.”* 1 hope that the same provi- 
dence of God which hath once over- 
ruled me in this thing will some way 
or other turn it to good. 

The queen’s extraordinary favour 
to me, to a degree much beyond my 
expectation, is no small support to 
me ; aud I flatter myself with hopes, 
that my friends will continue their 
kindness to me ; especially that the 
best friend I ever had will not be the 
less so to me now that 1 need friends 
most. 

I pray to God continually to pre- 
serve you and yours, and particular- 

* l Chron. xvii. IS, IT. 
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ly at this time to give my lady Caven- 
dish a happy meeting with her lord, 
and to grant them both a long and 
happy life together. I am, nqia^am, 
your most faithful and humble ser- 
vant. 


LETTER XLII. 

Itody Russet to {supposed 

Archbishop Tillotson,) 

24th July, 16S!l. 

In wants and distresses of all 
kinds, one naturally flies to a sure 
friend, if one is blessed with any 
such. This is the reason of the pre- 
sent address to you, which is bur- 
thened with this request, if you think 
it fit, to give the enclosed to the 
queen. My letter is a petition to her 
j majesty, to bestow ujmn a gentleniii||t , 
a place, that is now fallen by: {tW 
death of Mr. Herbert ; it is audltdr 
of Wales, value about 400/. a year. 
He is, if I do not extremely mistake, 
fit for it, and worthy or it ; he is 
knight of the shire for Carmarthen- 
shire ; it would please me on several 
accounts, if I obtain it Now every 
thing is so soon chopt upon and 
gone, that a slow way would defeat 
me, if nothing else does ; and that I 
fear from lord Devonshire if he was 
in town ; besides, I should not sodis- 
tinctly know the queen’s answer, arid 
my success, as I shall I know do by 
your means, if you have no scruple to 
deliver my letter ; if you have, pray 
use me as I do you, and in the inte- 
grity of your heart tell me so. I 
could send it to lady Darby ; it is on- 
ly the certainty of some answer makes 
me pitch as X do. Nay perhaps it 
were more proper to send it to the 
queen’s secretary; but I am not 
versed in the court ways, it is so 
lately since I have loved them. 
Therefore be free, and do as you 
think most fit. 



IM SLBOANT EPISTl^ES. [book n* 


I intend not to detain you long ; 
but the many public and signal mei^- 
cies we have of late received are so 
reviving, notwithstanding the black 
and dismal scenes which are con- 


stantly before me, and particularly 
on these sad months, 1 must feel the 
compassions of a wise and good God, 
to these late sinking nations, and to 
the Protestant interest all the world 
over, and' all good people also. I 
raise my spirits all 1 can, and labour 
to rejoice in the prospect of more 
happy days, for the time to come, 
than some ages have been blessed 
with. The goodness of those instru- 
ments God has called forth to work 
this great work by, swells one’s 
hopes. 


LETTER XLIIL 
Lady Russel to Dr, FitzmiUiam. 


July 16919 . 

I will but say very little for my- 
self, why you are so long without 
hearing from me, yet 1 could say 
much to my justihcation, but am 
more willing to come to the more 
touching and serious part of your last 
letter : not but I should be very sor- 
ry indeed, if I suspected you had a 
thought I were unworthy towards 
you ; I dare say you raise none upon 
appearances, and other reasons you 
shall never have. In short, my 
daughter Cavendish being ill, carried 
me twice a day to Arlington House, 
where I > stayed till twelve and one 
o’clock at night, and much business, 
being near leaving London, and my 
eyes serving me no longer by candle- 
light, wl^ich, perhaps, was the big- 
gest let of all, and hindered my 
doing irhat 1 desired and ought 
4() do. 


But to .eorne to the purpose of 
W^TP jj |tfeh 1 received the I3th of 
month, Ihn irerj d«gr 


of that hard sentence pronounced 
against my dear friend and husband: 
it was the fast day, and so 1 had the 
opportunity of retiring without any 
taking notice of it, which pleases me 
best. What shall I say, doctor? 
That I do live by your rules? No: 
I should lie. I bless God it has long 
been my purpose, with some endea- 
vour, through mercy to do it. I hope 
I may conclude I grieve without sin- 
ning ; yet 1 cannot attain to that love 
of God and submission to all his pro- 
vidences that I can rejoice in : how- 
ever, I bless him for his infinite mer- 
cy, in a support that is not wrought 
from the world (though my heart is 
too much bound up in the blessings 1 
have yet left) : and I hope chiefly he 
has enabled me to rejoice in him ' as 
my everlasting portion, and in the as- 
sured hope of good things in the 
other world. 

Good doctor, we are travelling the 
same way, and hope through mercy 
to meet at the same happy end of all 
our labours here, in an eternal rest ; 
and it is of great advantage to that 
attainment, communicating pious 
thoughts to each other : nothing on 
this side heaven goes so near it ; and 
being where God is, it is heaven. If 
he be in our hearts there will be 
peace and satisfaction, when one 
recollects the happiness of such a 
state (which, if my heart deceives 
me not, I hope is mine); and 1 will 
try to experience more and more 
that blessed promise, “Come unto 
me, all ye that are heavy laden, and 
I will give you ease.” This day, 
and this subject, induces me to be 
very long, and might to another be 
too tedious ; but 1 know it is not so 
to Dr. Pitawilliam, who uses to 
feast in the house of mourning. 
However, my time to open my 
chamber door is near; and 1 take 
some not to affect in these re- 
tirements. In all circumstances I 
remain, sir, your constantly obliged 
friend and servant. 
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LETTER XLIV, 

ArMishoj^ Tillotson to Lady 
Russd, 

Lambeth House^ August SSth, 1693. 

Madam, 

Though nobody rejoices more than 
myself in the happiness of your lady- 
ship and your children, yet in the 
hurry in which you must needs have 
been, I could not think it^ fit for to 
give you the disturbance so much as 
of a letter, which otherwise had, both 
in friendship and good manners/ 
been due upon this great occasion. 
But now that busy time is in a good 
measure over, I cannot forbear after 
so ftiany as, I am sure, have been be- 
fore me, to congratulate with your 
ladyship this happy match^of your 
daughter; for so I heartily pray it 
may prove, and have great reason to 
believe it will, because I cannot but 
look upon it as part of the comfort 
and reward of your patience and sub- 
mission to the will of God, under that 
sorest and most heavy affliction that 
could have befallen you ; and when 
God sends and intends a blessing, 
it shall have no sorrow or evil 
with it. 

1 entreat my lord Ross and his la- 
dy to accept of my humble service, 
and my hearty washes of great and 
lasting happiness. 

My poor wife is at present very ill, 
which goes very near me : and hav- 
ing said this, I know we shall have 
your prayers. I entreat you to give 
my humble service to my lord of 
Bedford, and my lord of Cavendish 
and his lady. 1 could upon several 
accounts be melancholy, but 1 will 
not upon so joyful an occasion. I 
pray God to preserve and bless your 
ladyship, and all the good family at 
Woborne, and to make us all con- 
cerned to prepare ourselves with the 
greatest care for a better life. 1 am, 
with all true respect and esteem, 


madam, your ladyship s most faithful 
and most humble servant. 


LETTER XLV. 

ArchhisJwp Tillotson to Lady 
Russel, 

Lambeth House, October 13th, 1693. 

I have forborne, madam, hitherto, 
even to acknowledge the receipt of 
your ladyship’s letter, and your kind 
concernment for mine and my wufe’s 
health, because I saw how unmerci- 
ful you were to your eyes in your last 
letter to me : so that I should cer- 
tainly have repented the provocation 
I gave you to it by mine, had not so 
great and good an occasion made it 
necessary. 

I had intended this morning to have 
sent Mr. Vernon to Woborne, to have 
inquired of your ladyship’s health, 
having but newly heard, that since 
your return from Belvoir, a dangerous 
fever had seized upon you. But yes- 
terday morning, at council, I happily 
met with Mr. Russel, who, to my 
great joy, told me that he hoped that 
danger was over ; for which I thank 
God with all my heart, because I 
did not know how fatal the event 
might be, after -the care and hurry 
you bad been in, and in so sickly a 
season. 

The king’s return is now only hin- 
dered by contrary winds. I pray 
God to send him safe to us, and to 
direct him what to do when he is 
come. I was never so much at my 
wit’s end concerning the public. 
God only can bring us out of the 
labyrinth we are in, and I trust he 
will. 

My wife gives her most humble 
service and thanks to yon for your 
concernment for her, and doe^ re- 
joice equally with me for the good 
news of your recovery. 

Never since I krteW the Vjwld had 
1 so much reason to value my friends. 
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In the condition I now am I can have 
no new ones, or, if I could, I can 
have no assurance that they are so. 
I could not at a distance believe that 
the upper end of the world was so I 
hollow as I find it. I except a very 
few, of whom I can believe no ill till 
I plainly see it, 

I have ever earnestly coveted your 
letters; but now I do as earnestly 
beg of you to spare them for my sake, 
as well as your own. With my very 
humble service to my good lord of 
Bedford, and to all yours, and my 
hearty prayers to God for you all, I 
remain, madam, your ladyship's most 
obliged and obedient servant.* 


LETTER XLVI. 


You have passed through very dif- 
ferent scenes of life. God has re- 
served the best to the last. 1 do make* 
it a standing part of my poor prayers 
twice a day, that as now your family 
is the greatest in its three branches 
that has been in England in our age, 
so tha.t it may in every one of these 
answer those blessings 6y an exem- 
plary holiness, and th^ both you and 
they may be public blessings to the 
age and nation. 

I do not think of coming up yet 
this fortnight, if I am not called for.t 
I humbly thank your ladyship for 
giving me this early notice of so great 
a blessing to you. I hope it shall 
soon be completed by my lady Ross's 
full recovery. Mrs. Burnet is very 
sensible of the honour your ladyship 
does her in thinking of her, and does 


The Bishop of Salisbury to Xadfy particularly rejoice in God's goodness 
Mussel. jto you. I am, with the highest sense 

of gratitude and respect possible, 
madam, your ladyship’s most hum- 
ble, most obedient, and most obliged 


Salisbury, 51st October, 1695. 

I do heartily congratulate with 
your ladyship for this new blessing- 
God has now heard your prayers with 
relation to two of your children, 
which is a good earnest that he will 
hear them in due time with relation 
to the third. You begin to see your 
children's children, God grant you 
may likewise see peace upon Israel. 
And now that God hath so built up 
your house, I hope you will set your- 
self to build a house of prayer for 
the honour of his name. 

* I'he archbishop’s corresponrleuce with lady 
Russel bad been interrupted on her part for ma- 
ny months, by the disorder in her eyes increasing 
to such a degree, that she was obliged, oj. the 
27th of June, 1694-, to submit to the operation of 
couching. Upon this occasion his grace drew 
op a prayer two days after, in which h« touch- 
ed upon the death of her husband, whom the 
Imly and righteous Providence," says he, " per- 
mitted fonder a colour of law and justice] to be 
ninjustiy] f'ui off from the land of the fiving." 
But over the wthnis between the brackets, alter 
the first writing* he Kne* as intending to 

erne them, tiri^afoly from a ejection that they i 
?***««. or lesSfuitable to a prayer, i 

he wrote to (he bishop Of * 

Mtear to tell yod^thtd nay lady 


servant. 


LETTER XLVII. 


Bady Russel to King William. 
Sir, 

I rather choose to trouble your ma- 

t The marauis of Halifax said of bi.-hop Bur- 
net, He makeR maiw enemies, by setting an 
ill naturc<l example oniving, which they are not 
inclined to follow. His indificrence ft>r prefer- 
ment, his contempt not only of splendour, bin of 
all unnecessary plenty, his degrading himself in- 
to the lowest ami most painful duties of iiis call- 
ing, are such unprelatical qualities, that let him 
be »c\ er so orthodox in other things, in these he 
must be a Dissenter. Virtues of such a stamp 
are so many berates in tlie opinion of those di- 
vines who have soflenml the primitive injunc- 
tions, ,'?o as to make tli(i^n suit twiter with the 
present frailty of mankind. JNo wonder then if 
they are< >angi;^, since it is in tlieir own de- 
fence ; or ibatf from a principle of self-preserva- 
tion, Uiey idtould endeavour to suppress a man 
whose parts pro a shame, and w'hose life is a 
scandal to them." Both he and Tillotson, as 


well » nwnr other Christian bi«Uops, 
«!Wy good auciMM . <1M be praued fiir it? avene to pturalilici and iion-r«iidcijr«r 
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jesty with a letter, than be wanting 
in my duty, in the most submis* 
^ive manner imaginable, to acknow- 
ledge the honour and favour I am 
told your majesty designs for lord 
Rutland and his family, in which 1 
am so much interested. 

It is an act of great goodness, sir, ; 
in you; and the generous manner 
you have been pleased to promise 
it in, makes the honour, if possible, 
greater. As you will lay an eternal 
obligation on that family, be pleased 
to allow me to answer for all those 1 1 
am related to; they will look on 
themselves equally honoured with 
lord Rutland, by your favour to his 
family, and I am sure will Express 
their acknowledgments to your ma- 
jesty in the most dutiful manner, to 
the best of their services ; in which I 
earnestly desire my son Bedford may 
exceed, as he has been first and ear- 
ly honoured with the marks of your 
favour. And I hope I may live to 
see your majesty has bestowed one 
more upon him, who appears to me 
to have no other ambition, except 
what he prefers above all others, 
making himself acceptable to your 
majesty, and living in your good 
opinion. 

1 presume to say, I believe there 
is no fault in his intentions of duty 
towards your majesty, nor I trust 
ever will be : and that as his years 
increase, his performances will bet- 
ter declare the faithfulness of his 
mind, which w'ill hugely enlarge the 
comforts of your majesty’s most hum- 
ble, most dutiful, and most obedient 
servant. 

N. B. Lady RusseVs endorsement on 
the foregoing letter is in these 
words : 

To the King, 1701-2, about first of 
March, and found in his pocket 
when dead. 


LETTER XLVIII. 

Letdy Russel to ( Rouvigny ) Earl of 
Oedway.* 

June, 1711. 

Alas ! my dear lord Galway, my 
thoughts are all yet disorder, confu- 
sion, and amazement ; and 1 think I 
am very incapable of saying or doing 
what 1 should. 

I did not know the greatness of 
my love to his person till 1 could see 
it no more. When nature, who will 
be mistress, has in some measure 
with time relieved herself, then, and 
not till then, I trust the Goodness 
which hath no bounds, and whose 
power is irresistible, will assist me 
by his grace to rest' contented with 
what his unerring providence has ap- 
pointed and permitted. And I shall 
feci ease in this contemplation, that 
there was nothing uncomfortable in 
his death, but the losing him. His 
God was, I verily believe, ever in 
his thoughts. Towards his last hours 
he called upon him, and complained 
he could not pray his prayers. To 
what 1 answered, he said, he wished 
for more time to make up his ac- 
counts with God. Tlien, with re- 
membrance to his sisters, and telling 
me how good and kind his wife had 
been to him, and that he should have 
been glad to have expressed himself 
to her, said something to me and iny 
double kindness to his wife, and so 
died away. There seemed no reluc- 
I tancy to leave this world, patient and 

• Lady Rns9er$ only son WHolhesley, duke 
of Bedford, died of ihe small>|>ox in May, 1711, 
in Ihe .“^Isi year of bis age, upon which occa- 
sion this letter was written. To this affliction 
succeeded, in November, 1711, the loss of her 
daughter Uie duchess of Rutland, who died in 
childbed. Lady Russel, after seeing her in the 
coffin, went to her other daughter, married to 
the duke of Devonsliire, from whom it was ne- 
cessary to conceal her grief, she being at that 
time in childbed likewise ; therefore she assumed 
a cheerful air, and with astonishing resolution, 
agreeable to troth, answered her anxious daugh- 
ter’s inquiries with these words; have seen 
vour sister out of bed to-dav.” 
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easy the whole time,, and 1 believe jtake and prevail at first sight; and 
knew his danger, but, loth to grieve wherever I have met whb this, I 
those by him, delayed what he might have readily surrendered myself, 
have said. But why all this ? The and have never yet been deceived 
decree is past. I do not ask your in my expectation. Wonder not, 
prayers, I know you offer them with therefore, if, having been thus 
sincerity to our Almighty God for wrought on, I begin to converse 
your alHicted kinswoman. with you with as much freedom as 

if we had begun our acquaintance 
when you were in Holland ; and de- 
LETTER XLIX. sire your advice and assistance aliout 

a second edition of my Essay, the 
Mr. IjQcke to Mr, Molyneux, former being now dispersed. You 

have, I perceive, read it over so care- 
London, Sepi. 20th, 1692 . more than once, that I know 

Sir, nobody I can more reasonably con- 

There being nothing that I think suit about the mistakes and defects 
of so much value as the acquaintance of it. And I expect a great deal 
and friendship of knowing and wor- more from any objections you shqnld 
thy men, you may easily guess how make, who comprehend the whole 
much I find myself obliged, I will not design and compass of it, than from 
say by the offer of it, but by the gift one who has read but a part of it. or 
you have made me of yours. That measures it, upon a slight reading, 
which confirms me in the assurance by his ov/n prejudices. You will 
of it, is the little pretence I have to find, by my cpi.stle to the reader, that 
it. For, knowing myself as I do, I I was not insensible of the fault 1 
cannot think so vainly of myself, as committed by being too long uf)on 
to imagine that you should make some points, and the repetitions that 
such overtures and expressions of by my way of writing of it, had got 
kindness to me for any other end, in, I let it pass with, but not without 
but merely as the pledges and exer- advice so to <Io. But now that iny 
cise oi' it. I return you therefore notions arc got into the world, and 
my thanks, as for the greatest and have in some measure biistled through 
most acceptable present you could the op])Osition and difticulty they 
have made me; and de.sire you to be- w'ere like to meet with from the re- 
lieve, that since I cannot Impe that ceived opinion, and that prepo.sses- 
the returns which I made you of mine sion which might hinder them from 
should be of any great use to you, I being understood uj)on a short pro- 
shall endeavour to make it up as well i>osaJ ; I ask you whetlier it would 
as I can, with an high esteem and not be better now to pare off, in ase- 
perfect sincerity. You must there- cond edition, a great part of that 
fore expect to have me live with you which cannot but appear su])ernuous 
hereafter, with all the lilr>f‘rty and as- to an intelligent and attentive reader, 
surance of a settled friendship. For If you are of that mind, I shall beg 
meeting with but few men iri the the favour of you to mark to me those 
world whose acquaintance I find passages which you would think fit- 
much reason to covet, 1 make more test tp be left out. If there be any 
than ordinary haste itip the familiar thing wherein you think rne mis- 
rity of a rittiona! inquiter aftei^, and taken; 1 beg you to deal freely with 
whfjneyfer I pfcn, light me, that either I may clear it up to 
Theri^ are beauties of you, or reform it in the next edition, 
■pnhmd, as well as of the body, that For 1 flatter myself that I am so sin- 
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cere a lover of truth, that it is very lout; yet whether I am able so to 
indifferent to me, so I am possessed make it out, is another question, 
of it, whether it be my own or any Every one could not have demon- 
other’s discovery. For I count any strated what Mr. Newton’s book hath 
parcel of this gold not the less to be shown to be demonstrable : hut to 
valued, nor not the less enriching, show my readiness to obey your corn- 
because I wrought it not out of the mands, I shall not decline, the first 
mine myself. I think every one leisure I can get, to employ some 
ought to contribute to the common thoughts that way ; unless I hnd what 
stock, and to have no other scruple I have said in iny Essay shall have 
or shyness about the receiving of stirred up some abler man to prevent 
truth, but that he be not imposed on, me, and effectually to do that ser- 
and take counterfeit, and what will vice to the world, 
not bear the touch, for genuine and We had here, the 8th instant, a 
real truth. I doubt not, but to one very sensible earthquake, there be- 
of your largeness of thought, that in ing scarce an house wherein it was 
the reading of my book you miss sc- not by some body or other felt. We 
veral things, that perhaps belong to have news of it at several places 
my subject, and you would think from Cologn, as far as Bristol. Whe- 
belongs to the system : if in this ther it reached you, I have not heard, 
part too you will communicate your If it did, I would be glad to know 
thoughts, you will do me a favour, what was the exact time it was felt, 
For though I will not so flatter my- if any body observed it. By the 
self, as to undertake to fill up the queen's pendulum at Kensington, 
gaps which you may observe in it ; which the shake stopped from going, 
yet it may be of use, where mine is it was two hours past meridiem. At 
at a stand, to suggest to others mat- Whitehall, where I observed it, it was 
ter of farther contemplation. This I by my watch two hours five minutes 
often find, that what men by thinking post mtridhm: which, supposing the 
have made clear to tliemselves, they queen’s pendulum went exact, and 
are apt to think that upon tlie first adding the equation of that day, will 
suggestion it should be so to others, fall near the .time marked by my 
and so let it go not sufficiently ex- watch, or a little . later. If there 
plained ; not considering what may could be found people tliat, in the 
be very clear to themselves, may be whole extent of it, did by well ad- 
very obscure to others. Your peue- justed clocks exactly observe the 
tratioii and quickness hinders me time, one might see whether it were 
from expecting from you many com- all one shock, or proceeded gradual- 
plaints of this kind. But if you have ly from one place to another, 
met with any thing, in your reading I thank you for having taken Dr 
of my lionk, which at first sight you Sibelius into your protection. 1 dfj- 
stuck at, 1 shall think it a sufficient sire you, with my service, to present 
rea.son, in the next edition, to amend rny most humble thanks to your bro- 
it for the btmefit of meaner readers, ther, for the favour of his letter ; to 
The remarks of that learned gen- which, though I have not lime thia 
tieman you mention, which you say post to return an answer, 1 shall not 
you have in your hands, I sliall rcj- long delay my acknowledgments, 
ceive as a favour from you. ' I hope you will sec, by the freedom 

Though by the view I had of mo- I have liere taken with you, that I 
ral ideas, whilst I was considering begin to reckon .myself amongst your 
that subject, I thought I saw that mo- acquaintance. Use me so, 1 beseech 
rality might be demonstratively made you. If there any service I can 
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do you here, employ me, with an as- sire all the light I could get from 
surance that I am, sir, your most others to set me right. I have found 
humble and most faithful servant. you one of the likeliest to afford it 

me ; your clearness and candour gave 
me the confidence to ask your judg- 
LETTER L. merit ; and I take it for no small as- 

surance of your friendship that you 
Mr* Locke to Mr, Molynem, have givtm it me, and have conde- 

, scended to advise me of the printer’s 
London, 28th March, 1G93. faults, which gives me hopes you 
Sir, have not. concealed any you have ob- 

Your silence had spared me a served in the work itself. The mar- 
great deal of fear and uneasiness, ginal summaries you desire of tlte 
by concealing from me your sickness paragrajihs, 1 shall take care to have 
till it was well over, is abundantly added, were it only for your sake ; 
made amends for, by the joy it brings but I think too it will make the book 
me in the news of your recovery, the more useful. 

You have given me those marks of That request of yours you press so 
your kindness to me, that you will earnestly upon me, makes me bo- 
not think it strange that J count you moan the distance you are frornjne, 
amongst my friends ; and w'ith those which deprives me of the assistance 
desiring to live with the ease and I migiit hai'e from your opinion aiiiJ 
freedom of a perfect confidence, 1 judgment, before I ventured any 
never accuse them to myself of ne- thing into the public. It is so hard 
gleet or coldness when I fail to hear to find impartial freedom in one’s 
from them §o soon as I expected or friends, or an unbiassed judgment 
desired ; though had I known you so any w here, that amongst all the helps 
well before as I do now, since your of conversation and acquaintance, 1 
last letter, I should not have avoided know none more wanted, nor more 
being in pain upon account of your useful, than speaking freely and can- 
health. didly one’s opinion upon the thoughts 

I Ciiniiot at all doubt the sincerity and compositions of another inlend- 
of any thing you say to me ; but yet ed for the press. Experience has 
give me leave to think, that it is an taught me that you are a friend of 
excess of kindness alone could ex- this rank, and therefore I cannot but 
cuse it from looking like compliment, heartily wish that a sea between us 
But I am convinced you love your did not hinder me from the advan- 
friends extremely, where you have tage of this good office. Had you 
made choice of them, and then be- been within reach, 1 should have 
lieve you can never think nor speak begged your severe examination of 
too well of them. 1 know not wlie- what is now gone to the printer at 

ther it belongs to a man who gets your instance ; I had rather 1 could 

once in print, to read in his book that have said upon your perusal, and wdtii 

it is perfect, and that the author is your correction. I am not, in my 

infallible. Had I had such an opi- nature, a lover of novelty nor contra- 
nionofmyown sufficiency before I diction; but my notions in this Trea- 
writ, my Essay would have brought tisfj have run me so far out of the 
me to another, and given me such a common road and practice, that L 
sight of the weakness of my under- could have been glad to have had 
standing, that 1 could not fail to sus- them allowed by so sober a judgment 
pect myself of error and mistake in as yours, or stopped, if tliey had ap 
ma^y things I had writ^ and to de- peared impracticable or extravagant, 
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from going any farther. That which 
your brother tells you on this occa- 
.sion, is not wholly beside the mat* 
ter. The main of what I now pub- 
lish, is but what was contained in se- 
veral letters to a friend of mine, the 
greatest part whereof were writ out 
of Holland. How your brother came 
to know of it I have clearly forgot, 
and do not remember that ever 1 
communicated it to any body there. 
These letters, or at' least some of 
them, have been seen by some of my 
acquaintance here, who would needs 
persuade me it would be of use to 
publish them : your impatience to 
see them has not, I assure you, slack- 
ened my hand, or kept me in sus- 
pense ; and I wish now they were 
out, that you might the sooner sec 
them, and I the sooner have yourj 
opinion of them. I know not yet 
whether I shall set my name to this 
discourse, and therefore shall desire 
you to conceal it. You see I make 
you my confessor, for you have made 
yourself rny friend. 


LETTER LI. 

Mr, Molynmz to 3fr, Locke, 
Dublin, April 18th, 1693. 

Sir, 

I have lately received farther tes- 
timonies of your kindness and friend- 
ship to me in your last of March 28th, 
which brings withal the welcome 
nows of your having committed your 
work Of Education to the press; 
than which I know not any thing 
that I ever expected with a inorC' 
earnest desire. What my brother 
told me relating to that treatise, he 
had from yourself in Holland ; but, I 
perhaps, you might have forgot what 
passed between you on that occa- 
sion. I perceive you fear the hovel-’ 
ty of some notions therein may seem 
extravagant; but, if I may venture 
to judge of the author, I fear no such! 
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[thing from him. I doubt not but 
the work will be new and peculiar, 
as bis other performances ; and this 
I it is that renders them estimable and 
I pleasant. He that travels the beaten 
i roads, may chance indeed to have 
j company ; but he that takes his li- 
berty, and manages it with judg- 
mcfit, is the man that makes useful 
discoveries, and most beneficial to 
those that follow him. Had Colum- 
bus never ventured farther than his 
predecessors, we had yet been igno- 
rant of a vast part of our earth, pre- 
ferable (as some say) to all the other 
three. And if none may be allowed 
to try the ocean of philosophy farther 
than our ancestors, we shall have 
but little advancements or discoveries 
made in the mnndtis intelkctualis 
wherein, I believe, there is much 
more unknown than what we have 
yet found out. 


LETTER LIT* 

Mr, Molyneux to Mr. Locke, 

Dublin, August 12th, 1693. 

Sir, 

Yours of July I5tli came to my 
hands about a fortnight since ; and 
I had, ere this, acknowledged tiie fa- 
vour thereof, but that I waited the 
arrival of your much desired piece, 
Of Education, which came not to me 
till about three days ago. I imme- 
diately sot myself to read it, as all 
things from its aulhor, with the ut- 
most attention ; and I find it an- 
swerable to the highest ex])ectation3 
I had of it. And since, with your 
usual modesty, yon are pleased to re- 
quire rny thoughts more particularly 
concerning it, I shall, with all free- 
dom, but at the same time with all 
deference, propose them to you, not 
doubting of your favourable interpre- 
tation and pardon, where you see it 


* The imelleetual world. 
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needful. And first, in gei^rftl, 11 appointment, is forbidden; so in the 
think you propose nothing in ' your case of children, all frowardness or 
whole book but what is very reason* discontent, upon a refusal, is severer 
able, and very practicable, except on- ly to be reprimanded. But thus far 
ly in one particular, which seems to I agree with you in the whole, 
bear hard on the tender spirits of That whether it be in wants natu- 
children, and the natural affections ral or fanciful, that they express their 
of parents : it is pages 117, 118, desires in a froward humoursorne 
where you advise, “ That a child manner, there they should be surely 
should never be suffered to have denied them.” A farther reason for 
what he craves, or so much as he my allowing children a liberty of ex- 
speaks for, much less if he cries for pressing their innocent desires is, 
it” I acknowledge what you say in that the contrary is impracticable ; 
explaining this rule, sect. 101. in re- and you must have the children al- 
lation to natural wants, especially most moped for want of diversion 
that of hunger, may be well enough | and recreation, or else you must have 
allowed; but in sect. 102. where! those aliout them study nothing all 
you come to apply it to wants of fan- day but how to find employment for 
cy and afiectation, yon seem too thern : an<l Jiow this would rack the 
strict and severe. You say indeed, invention of any man alive, I leave 
“ This will teach them to stifle their you to judge. And besides, were it 
desires, and to practise modesty and an easy task for any adult person to 
temperance but for teaching these study the fancy, the unaccountable 
virtues, 1 conceive we shall have oc- fancy, and diversion of children, the 
casions enough in relation to their whole year round ; yet it would not 
hurtful desires, without abridging prove delightful to a child, being not 
them so wholly in matters indilferont his own choice. But this, you will 
and innocent, that tend only to di* say, is what you would have imprint- 
vert and please their busy spirits, ed on them, That they are not to 
You allow indeed, “ That it would choose for themselves but why not 
be inhumanity to deny them those in harmless things, and plays or 
things one perceives would delight sports, J see no reason. In all things 
them if so, I see no reason why, of moment, let them live by the con- 
in a modest way, and with submission duct of others wiser than themselves, 
to the wills of their superiors, they This, sir, is all,t)iat in your whole 
may not be allowed to declare what book I stick at ; to all the rest I could 
will delight them. No, say you ; subscribe. And I am not a little 
** But in all wants of fancy and affec- pleased, when I consider that my 
tatioii, they should never, if once de- own management of my only little 
dared, be hearkened to or complied one has hitherto been agreeable, in 
with.” This I can never agree to, the main, to your rules, save only in 
it being to deny that liberty betw een what relates to his ^ hardy breeding ; 
a child and its parents, as we desire, which I was cautious in, because he 
and have granted us, between man is come from a tender and sickly 
and his Creator. And as in this case mother ; but the child himself is hi- 
man is allowed tO dedare his wants, therto (God be thanked) very health- 
and with suhiirbstoh to recommend ful, though not very strong, 
hia requests to OOd ; so I thitik chil- The rules you give for the correct- 
4ren bfe allbWed^ by thejr pa* ing of children, and implanting in 
governors. And as between their minds an early sense of praiswi 
lUlpiature and the Create^ all man* or dispraise, of repute and dishonour 
Plrof repining, upon denial or dis- are certainly very just. 
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Th^ sConteiyiuiccs you p^jjp^e 
leaching thiinii to read jund ife] 
very ingemooiS!: And becan^ X hit^] 
pr«Mitis^ one tlie same 

taiO, I will veifttuw to describe 
*' it is by writiiig syilaldes and 
in pm^hand^ on the i^ce of a papk 
of cartki» with dgures or ciph^ 
joined to each word j bjr ^hinh 
form twenty several sorOt iof gainba,; 
that shall t^ach ehildren |)ath 
and count at the > $41# , time ; 4 Pd 
this with groat variety thing 
more I shall venture to add to wh4t 
you direct concerning yrritiug; ;th^ 

is, I will have my son taught shcrt^ 
hand ; 1 do not mean to tliat, perfect 
tion as to copy a speech the 
mouth of a ready speaker, hut to.be 
able, to write it readily for hfe owh: 
private business* Believe,nae,..siT, it' 
is as useful a, knack us a 
siueas, or any scholar, can/te njasler 
of; and I have fouiid the wtmt oif Jt 
myself, and seen tlie advantage of 
in others frequently* 

You are certainly in Jt#, right 

it, relating to the mana%^f ocqui^- 
iug languages, French, Latin,, 

.and in what you lay down conc^n^ 
ing grammar-schools, themes, verses, 
anil other learning. But abCjve all, 
what you direct in every particular,, 
for the forming of children's mirids^; 
and giving them an early turn to mo- 
rality, virtue, religion, d^-c* is most 
eji^celtent. > 

And I can odly >ay iii general, 
that I can give no bi^tor proof of ^ 
liking your bCok in all 
cepts, thatf by a stnet obsey^h^ij^t 
them in the education of my civi/^n;diy|,, 
which 1 shall pursue- 
asexaoUyds I;can.;'j.Oj#i:M 
fear I^hairbe.'^ta ldfi8t%5|P^V?> 
tutq^^ agreeable to the ' 

prescribe.^ _ 

iny\eiidGayi()prs ;bo' wanj^gi, ^ ^ 

leave ,hiin 'thc_ 'Worse 

him tte^bettor ;ininjiS. , I; ''v ^;.iid 4 ndjii r 

■ i-^W, 

hail^Bioen' niem' 

Vot. III. N<(ii.<4t & 4*/ 


t^ :fl^thofs;yo» w advise gentle- 

to read; imd be conveiisaht in, in 
pe sayW^al pa^ of teaming you ro- 
WE#ihend to their study. Had you 
done pis, X Anow no logic that de^ 
to be ftamed, but the Fasay 
Wf Human Understanding. So that 
X Ji^t':you would rather have left 
[ilhaipead <^ii, $han recommend your 
:own:w6rA 

The Iasi thing I shall take notice 
i$, what mii^htily pleases toe; it be- 
ing the Very ihonght of my own mind 
pese many yprs:? whi^ is; your 
^^iecm#3ehding a manual trade to 
g}l gentlemen/^ ; This. I have, eter^ 
been fort and have wbndhred hewit 
coto^ ^ pass that it. is sp gpndt &% 
neglected;^ blit the foay «^miinato 
lu^urfon^ss, Pat overf^runs PC na- 
tbnt.t^askurS Pe neglect thereof. 
Faintihg I have destoned for toy 
.but you. have raised two objeo 
44# against it, , that are not easily 
dpWrered; .especially its . taktog up, 
do^mneh titon to attain ; a masteiry 


} given yo^aj toy Opinion, 
of yo# 'bock; endHhoW i am obliged 
p pipfc YOU; Aw Pn^lfg me a pto- 
w%h I 




' /--I. 

i. JBBp* to Mofumux, 

; r, ''puJAf-SSd August, 1695, . 

-ITours: ® Au^t JL3th, which I 
ke^^i'^ed. .XPt ’lhig&t^ eased me of a 
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probation you ^ larj^ly jj^ve |o myip^ left tothemwith- 

book is the moye ; ^ me, oiit ; tjt> divert theoiselrcfs 

and gives me the ^bett^jg' i^i^n enjr way it^ey ^^ink best, so it^ be 
my method, beeausi^;i;lr Jt}i& Jmneo 'ftee from as 

with it yottr excteption 'to one rule of xhaylnt^ vicious habits. And 
it ; which I am to thihk you ifour-^ theseftre/ ifthey should ask to play, 
self, npOn second thoughts, Will have it t^uld be no; more interpreted a 
removed^ f before 1 Say any thing' tiji want Ofsfaimy, than if they asked for 
your objections, It conErms lb me ytctualS hung^ 

th# ^ou me thb ^d^natured mim I the matt^ well they will 

todk you ifbr^ and I .do hot at Xall hf^er neediio d^iil^ 
wonder, tliat t^; aftbOtion of ^a« Athd ^ve' eilheii^^onh wMt their govern- 
fkther sl^uid startle; at it,*: At 'irst or thinks ehpagh - in any application 
reading, knd [ihipk it very seve^Oj to what is usually made their busi- 
that childtr^On should/^ be suffered ness, or Are jpercelved to .be tired 
to expresd theiii; desiri^ ; for so yo^i with h;, they should of course be dis- 
seem (to undhrst^nd me. And such missed to their innocent diversions, 
a restraiiA) you^ar,, would he apt to without fever being put to ask for it. 
mope them and hinder their diver- So that I am for the full liberty of 
sioh. But if you please, to look upon diversion hs much as you can, be ; 
tl^ {dace, and ob^rve my driA^ yoii and nppiu a second perusal of my 
^ will End that they should not be ih* bookf^I' dlu not doubt but you will 
dulged, or complied with in any Epd me so. But being uHewed that, 
thing , their conceits have made a of their natural . wants, they 

waht to them, as necessary to be sup- snoidd t>ot yet be permitted to let 
plied. What you say, That iChjdcheu their des^ or importunities 
would be moped fm fancy. Children are • 

sion and recreation, pr i^e we must ve^y apt to covet what they see those 

S iVe those about them study nothing almve them in age have or do, to 
I day but l|Ow to find emplbyiiient have or do the like, especially if it be 
for theni ; and how this rack their elder brothers and sisters. Does 

the iiiyentioin of any you one gdVbroad ? the other strait ha.s a 

leyvemd to judge V to do it too. Has such an one 

if you new or fine clothes, or play-things? 

JshduM imthm^ piiiK they,: if ybu^ it them, will 

j^pription of parents; or impatienV for the like, and think 
i i^aiking out :ac^^ * thems^yos ill, dealt with, if they have 

whole day in, train fth!^gjf ^it^»o^/^This\‘b^ when 

/ihy Words expr^s;hip,ijri^'|^ little,' grows '.up v;ith their 

',;4tis^quite ooi0tmify;O);!«|jl'hShse,,%id‘ ent^i^es itself to 
tIdnk:.wott!d^;jbe''nj«fe)lfe^’#f^l^ cons^ence, and 

'/il^rjpoyerhom,' ' thtmd more. ' faniMfes, ;in the 

ytlO';:pki|dii:fen.‘i shdiild be 

'■Otit^)Em,;’'’that|'’wom ve^'first rise.; and 

n<^,,hayfe^ en- 
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they have reason to think their 
rents will approve of; ^4 a repn* 
inand upon their ill beatit^ a refusal^ 
ooihes too iato wh^n the ikult is cpihr 
initted and allowed ; if you air 
low them to ask,\3^^ can scathe 
think |t strange they should hfe trou- 
bled to be denied : ^ that you sulJet 
them to engage themselves in ithe 
disorder, and i^ihk then the htti^t 
time for a cute, and,. I think, the 
surest and caaiest way p' prevention, 
For we must take the same nature 
to be in children, that is in grown 
men; and how ofl^n do we find 
men take ill to be d^ktied what they 
would not have been concerned for, 
if they had not asked?, But 1 shall 
not enlarge any farther in this, be- 
lievjlng you and I shall agree in the 
matter; apd indeed it is very hard, 
and almost impossible, to gite! gene- 
ral rules of education, W'hen there is 
scarce any one child, which in some 
cases should not be treated difibrnl 
ently from another. All that we 
do in general, is only to show whai 
parents and tutors ahould aim at, 
and leave to them the ordering of 
particular circumstances, as, the case 
shall required 

One thing give me leave tib beiih- 
portuuate with you about ; you ' ^y, 
your son is not very strong; 
him strong, you must use 
ly, as I have directed ; but you 
be sure to do it by very in^nsihie 
grees, and begin an hards) 
would bring hini to only . . 
Spring. is all the caut|^ 
be used, f have an exaihld^fi,. , 
the house ’I five; in, 
son of 'a very tender. 
most destroyed'by 
'ing. . 'Me'is. noW| 
come to bear wind 
wet in his fbei: 
which th^tfped; 
warm and "" 




; I %m ofypur mind as tq sbortrhand : 
f myself i^riied it sincel was amaii, 
but diid put it in when I 

fyyrit’t koave, I doubt not, over- 
a thousand other things, which 
might have been said on this subject 
!Btti it was only at first a short scheme 
a friend, and is published to ex- 
citoothers to treat it more fully. 

I; know not whether it would be 
useful to makeaeatalogue of authors 
to bo read by a^yoang many or whe- 
ther it could bo done unless one 
kne^ the child’s tempOr, and what 
he was designed to. , 


LETTEjtUy. 

;n 

Mr. JLccke to Mr.yMdfyneux. 

' 'Dear sir,' • 

You will, ! fear^ think me fro^iien 
u|^ with this long winter; or else with 
a neglig^ce colder than that, having 
tWOVvdry c^tiging letters of yours by 
jtne; the over sinoe^y January, the 

you no 

apswerlfto either; tip thus far in 
Mairchn :^ T|ie t^uth is, expecting 
ever siUcb I received your Jast letter, 
Eondon, ooncer^ibg. 
had p 

and ' :aftor ^C^W!lWn^'l''^’r,: 
it, beibl^iyOt delayed; ‘T 





ly'-ihan^'Midto 


to return ybu^, 
i your pardon , 


'in it 

’ ,you>;wifi l^k 
'W a _ friendsh; 



h to 
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Giat amdngst all the friemda yo^ 
lutedyou/ 
you. 


[bock II. 


kindness or worth 
thfere is not any one wl . , ^ 

more than 1 do« or 4a0^ ioter>^i 
est himself in all your Thih 

makes ine« that &ough 1 We a long 
time extrW^^y <i®sifed to ieel you, 
and propW ^ myself ah infinite sa* 
tisfaoticm tn a free cmiWsation with 
you; yet lyhat you tell ine, that you 


wi^e omnihj 
land to 


last suihiner into jW*- 

, me a ristt, makea 'nie 
ilread V W satisfaction .of my own 
wiah^. ^ ought not 

to greatest hap^ 

pinesjaesljiOii^'jJ^llf^i^ to myselff-at, 
so deiw and d^gOrous a rate. I have 
reoeived ih^y thid great obiiga Wis 
from yod but they were such 

as, thQUg!j;{ had ho title to, { thought 
from one w^m I 

loir^ hhd 

kind to W; when I reflect on 
the. iengllr. of the way, and the sea 

faef^eOn us, 

and the fatigue Of both, add yowp no 
very .tohust :4^n8tiiation^ na l; iina* 

gine, cannot cjOiisent jW' 
venture so\ 

'imy' 'hbi^uld ■' haWd,,.^h<y^‘;^' 





wish for that happy day when I may 
see a man I have so often hmged to 
have in xny embraces. But yet, 
though it would endear the gift to re- 
ceive it frhiU/hisJkindness, 1 cannot 
but wish rather, that fortune aloiie 
would throw hhn into my arms. 

This 'cold winter has kept me so 
close a prisoner within doors, that, 
till yesterday, I have been abroad 
but once U^se threO months, and 
that only a liiile in a coach, ^tnd 
the inabOity I am in to breathe Lon- 
don air in cold weather, has hindered 
me yet from the happiness of waiting 
on Dr, Ashe ; but I hope to get to 
London before he leaves it, that I 
may, to a person whom you have an 
esteem for, pay some part of the re- 
spects I Awe you. I had last week 
the hoAOl^ of a visit from an ingeni- 
ous gehtfomaii, a memlwjr of your col- 
lege at: I>ublin, lately returned from 
Turkey. lie told me he was a kins^ 
m yours ; and, though his other 
go^ qualities might have made him 
welcome any where, he was not, you • 
may be sure, the less welcome to mo, 
fot l^ing known and related to you. 
Jfe seems to me to have Iwjen very 
diligent and curious in making ol> 
Wyktiohs while he has been abroad, 
Sw'; more inquisitive than most of 
tf^pe^le that go into those parts : 

the discourse I had with him 
e ifitfe we were together, 1 
we shall have a more 
^^^^^" jiceduntofibo^ parts, in what 
:iie iniehds to than 

'"^'s:''C3s:taht. ' ’DrMibiitmgdon, 
l^merly at Aleppo, and is 
Squnintance; aUd npw my 
; (this country, brought 
Wifli' hind .from'liis 
't 'k^khdivlodgc 
‘ "i^d'd^sire you to 
, 'hA returns ‘to 

d I ' t4kb it; the 

him give 
;'''^Jng,fd?K-'or 
in a dirty codntry. 
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You do so attttclc me ort eV 0 i^|ltftle to have my Ix>ok go 

side with your kindness t^o my bookV m the world ,wi^ the 

to me, to my shadpw. that 1 cannot youir judicious han 4 it; 

but be ashamed lam, ni^t" in a cafia^ adding, altering, 

city to make you any duller acknPv^ ii^ansi^^g to thing ih 5 , 1 permit 
ledgment, but in a very full and deep itfivtolly to jdut judgment. And if 
sense of it. I return you my thtoka tfere Im any thing in it defective, or 
for the corrections you hWe ^nt We, Wfiich yoi]t Wink Way be added with 
which I will take all the^^aW b^ i Wm aAyahtage W Wb^^^iesign of the whole 
in the next edition, wh|ch Wy bopk- work, if yottWill let me know, I shall 
seller-tells me hd thinkh'^lvill this to^dea^ohr to‘ supfply that defect the 
summer : and if any pthdr fall under best I /Cab* : T^ ohaptey of Identity 
your observation. I desire the j^d Diversity, which owed its birth 
continuance of your favour in cdnow Wholly to putting ine upon it, 
municating them. will bo an encouragb^PdWvW 

I must own to you, that I have lay any the like cbmWjWda upon m^ 
been solicited froin beyond sea to I have had some ..thtogfats rUyseh) 
put my Essay into Latin; but you th^ it would not be possibly amiss 
guess right, I have not the leisure to to add, in &A iv. 18. something 
do it It was once. tranSiWjW ^ about, ^ Enthusiasm, ' to make a 
young man in Holland injfe^ iWtin; chaptW* bf it by itself- If you bW of 
but he was so little master bf the We saine mind, and that it will not 
English or Latin tongue, that wheb ^ foreign to the business of my sEs- 
it was showed me, which Im jdW hW say, I. promise you, before the frahd- 
till he had quite done it, I satisfied lator foo, shall employ shall be got so 
. him that it would be very iittle for foL 1 will send you my thoughts on 
his credit to publish it. and^ sp thW ^at aub]ect,,so that nmy be put 
was laid by. Since that, n^ Jboc^- I have dso 
seller was, and had, been for dome Mdlebrapche^s opinion, 

time seeking^for a translaU^, Whom IWttoeWWg f' Seeing Wl things in 

he would ^ have ueated wi^' /tO’ own satisfaction 
have undertaken it, tod have, satj^ laid bpW the vanity, inconsistency, 
fied for his pains : hht a little befom 
the coming of yonti letter* be w^ 0 f W<^ 

me word he had been 4 i!^appoih;W% gon^ almost, but not quite 

where he ^expected to have/ founp^ ihr<^ and, know not whether I 
one who would have done it, 4 m ^ it, being fully 

now at a loss. So that wh 4 Yop Pto- 
a bold; is. 'tot ohly’ the .oftto ■ I' -regret the^dis- 

the most ^ reasonable/, I envy 

could have made. , You ' ptwry day wan^ in 

my thoughts as yf^^.'iOviny neigh* 

and can be a fit jui^ every day', be 

trto.^amr-has:b!sgpsre 4 e^;fi^ 
l 4 ati« or, no. ' 
where .to 'mhit.br 

where 'you; jthibk nttl¥;'bee'n'''jn{ !fhe Wliu;bir -inen 
large tlvin'iie^d/ 5 ,A'iSri^,thou^l?pifes,.th^^ 

, tli^'l know. as.ypE^il^mdelf 

soihe gboA- ip I ‘ Se 

buftkke it, as a very.^pmctibtilar' thoughh? 

gallon to myself/and ehal! not be aflead me out ofithl' bkhteii track. 
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However, I want somebody near me, to the world than your own. I take 
to whom 1 could freely conlmunicate it, as it is, for an effect of your kind- 
thorn, and without reserve lay them ness, and so shall not accuse you of 
open. 1 should dud security and compliment ; the mistakes and over- 
ease in such a friend as you, were valiiings of good-will Ixung always 
you within distance ; for your judg- siuceie, even when they evceed what 
ment would confirm and set me at common truth allows. This on my 
rest, where it approved, mid your can- side 1 must beg you to believe, that 
dour would excuse what your judg- my life would oe much more pied- 
mont correbtedi and set me right in. sant and useful to n^e if voii were 
As to your request you now repeal to within my reach, that I niiglit sfome- 
me, I desire you to believe that there times enjoy your converhation. and, 
is nothing in your letters which I upon twenty occasions, lay iny 
pass over ijightly, or without taking tl^ughts before you, and Jiav e the 
notice of; and if I formerly said no- advantage of your judgment. I can- 
thing to it, think it to be, that I not complain that 1 have not iny 
thought it the best way of answering share of friends of all rank.s, and 
a friend w^om I was resolved to de- such whose interest, assibtance, al- 
ny nothing tliat W’^as in my jKiw'cr. fection, and opinions too, in fit caj»es, 
There are some particular ubhga- ( can rely on. Eut methinkb, for all 
tions that tie me up m the point, this, there is one place vacant, that 1 
and which have drawn on ino some know nobody that would well fill 
displeasure for a time from some of as yourself } I want one near j>h' to 
my friends, who made me a some- talk freely with, fie quo lihif tnh 
what like demand But I expect to to propose to, the extravagancies that 
find you more reasonable, and give rise in tny mind; one with whom i 
you this assurance, that you shall be would debate several doubts and 
the first that shall be satisfied in that questions, to sec what was m tliton 
point. 1 am not forgetful of what Meditating by one's self is like dig- 
you «'0 kindly put me upon. 1 tliink sing in the mine ; it often, perhaps, 
nobody ought to live only to eat and brings up maiden earth, wliich never 
drink, and count the days he spends came near the liglit before ; but 
idly. The small remainder of a cra^ whether it contain any meful in it, 
zy hfo, 1 shall, as much as my health is never so well tried as in coiiversa- 
will permit, apply to the search of tton with a knowing jiidirirmsfriencl, 
truth, and shall not neglect to pro- who carries about him the true toiu'h- 
pobe to myself those that may be most stone, which is love of truth in a 
usefol. My paper is more than done^ cl^r4hinking head. Men df parts 
and, 1 suppi^, you tired; and yef I and judgment the world usually got-* 
can scarce give oft { ahi, tfoar air, hold of, and by a groat mistake (that 
your most faithful humble servant. ' their abilities of mind arc lost, if not 

employed In the pursuit of wealth 
and power) engages thorn in the ways 
LETTER LV. of fortune i^d Interest, which usually 

* leave but little ft^om or leisure of 

9fr. thought for pnriadisiuterested trutii 

' » And such who give tliemselves up 

Aprs ns, isaa. ff ankjy and in earnest, to the full la- 
8ir, ^ tituue of real knowledgtj, are not eve- 

# Vou look Whh the eves, iM|d speak ry where to be met with. Wonder 
Who language when you 

make my life of much more concemi •• About any thing. 
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not, therefore, that I wish bo mucjb cmO/who had offered to undertake the 
for you in my neighbof^rfapod; I translation of my Essay, I hare been 
should be too happy in a: friend qf ever sinee endeavouring to get. from 
your make, were yon within ipy hijA; a i^cimen, that 1 migh^ 
reach. But yet I cannot- but wish baye,your opinion which is 

that some business would once bring Itl^ to so if this man 

you within distance ; and it is a'pain had a talent that way, you might be 
to me to think of leaving the wo4d, eased of ^ the trouble which your 
without the happiness tif seefdg you. friendship’ to me and zeal to the 
rdo not wonder that a kihsipan^pf work, I mresee, is likely to lay upon 
yours should miagnif^ But having the last post re- 

scarpe deserves that* name; I know deivcdthiB acbbuntfrom Mr. Church- 
not wherein they consisted, but in ill, that the gentleman proposed is in 
being glad to see one that was any' ^lie country, and must have a book 
way related to you, and was himself itent him down on purpose before we 
a very ingenious man; either of can exjpOct to see any thing from 
those was a title to more then 1 did, him, and this being all to be managed 
or could show him. I am sorry I by a third hand, who is not every 
have not yet had an opportdinhy to day to be met with, 1 have resolved 
wait on him in London, and |il^r he to lose no.mbre time on that thought, 
should be gone be^e I am: able to but accepting of ypuf kind offer,, put 
get thither. This tong winter and that whole inaiter into your hands, 
cold spring has hung Very heavy Up- to be ordered as you shall think best, 
on my lungs, and they are not yet ih. and shall spend no more time in 
a case to be ventured in Londcu;hir, other inquiries, since the gentleman 
which must be my excuse for pot you propose will (as I remember you 
waiting upon him and Dr. Ashe yet told nie) be about this time at leisure 
: to set himself in earnest to it. There 
is bne thing I would offer, which may 
LETTER LVI. be of advantage to him and the work 

and ti^t is, ,that he would con- 
Mr, ZdOcke to Mr* , stantly: and sediilously read Tally, 

. especially hie ' philosophical works, 
0«i«s, M Ju^, 16^ which will insensibly work him into 
Dear sir, a good LatiU; style. ; I have heard it 

Did I not assure myself that our reported of Bishop Sanderson, that 
friendship were grown beyond sus- being afked how he xame to write 
picion of compliment, I should thip^ ^ appears in the trea- 

I should have need to make that tongue; 

to you for my lorig 'silencd t bpt I M by ordering his stu- 

know you will credit me, over all Tally's 

you it has been neither fpr^tfulp^ wb|k^^v<^ yem J leave it to you 
nor negligence. The ^$]pecimen\ of whether .ypd will think, fit to mention 
the tranidatiQU you ihye me ites 

some reason Tbe'Abj^ ^ 

Mubart’s style great ^ it is done by a very 

burden pn ^your,k|ilPji;^s,'* by'''bflip!^ingeniou^Nc!in^^^^ a 

peeding the oprrUotididbf yout'ib^ pf Arts,' CObstderahle for his 
make it; b^rbss my sen|» : W% J^aming atfd yii^pb; whp has a great 
Ijj’hftt cleami^sa and'^easin'ess piany pupils. -the 

Spbw^ yon' 'desire. ' ' .My bbdkseBer’^Sahrie'de^n’youa^lW'^^^^^^^ 
therefore having before told nm #!you mentipiied/^^ ^^^ 
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(^3 far as I could r^einb^) iBade|)^t. uot ta what cannot 

use of ray words : his vory i^iWUy 

Bontit me when it w^!: and advtuats^e at this distance* 

upon lopking it oyer,' I ;&es8:yfWi ^^itions and examine 

will approve of it, and think ; it W|3|I startctly, foV .I would not will- 
done. It isinMr.GhdrehiB^fii hands, ingiy mislead the world. Pray let 
and will [he printed Ss sobiii as the me kl^w 'tiVheilieir die doctor, your 
third edition of ray IBssay^ wWeh is brother, ha®;, any ehildr^^ when he 
now in the piress, is priniira oSt. lias, I cottefc I owe him one of ray 
1 am extremely gldd to hear that books of £nucsiiph» 
you have feund ^any good effect^, . Of . !Witjb my trust 9f Education, I 
my meth^ on your 8o)d: X should belieVO yoUIVin receiv^ another little 
be glad know the porti^lars: . fin one concerning Interest and Coin- 
though I Have seen the snecesa Of . it age. It m one of the fatherless chil- 
in a child of the lady in wi|d€^ hbiuib dten which the world lay at nty door ; 
I. am (virhose mother haa taujht but whoever be the author, I shall be 
Latin./ vrith^ knowing it' ; hm^lf to know your opinion of it 
wheh she began), yet ^ ;wotd4,^ ^ ‘ 

glad to hk^ other :iuamu<^s, h^c^ 
some mem^ whp cannot endure. any ^ 

thin^ahoUld be mended in th^ world ! : ! " * , ♦ 

by a hew method, object, T he^r, Mit, Mr. 

thatmy way ofeducatipn isimpracti'* \ ./ ^ 

cable, tout this I can assure you, : " paies, lOth Jan. 1697-8. 

that the, child abovementioned, but r Dpar sir, 
nine yeara old in Jupe last, has Your gentle and kind reproof of 
learned to read and wnte very well ; my siienpe bps greater marks of true 
is now reading Quintus CurtiuB with friendship Jih % than can be expressed 
his mother; understands geography in the mo^ elaborate professions, or 
and chronology very welh and, the ^ sufficiently twjknowledgcd by a 
Copernican system of mir voiteai ik ihan who hasnoi the opportunity nor 
able to multiply well and divide a ability to make ^hose returns he 
little ; and all this without ' Over hay- would. Though I have had less 
ing one blow for his l^k.! T!m health and mipre business since I 
third edition is now put; 1 have on- writ to you last than ever I had for 
dei:^ Mr* Ghurchili to send yPU one so Jong together in ray life, yet nei- 
of .them, which I hope he has done thet the one ^nor the other had kept 
before this. ; I yow ^nion |iie so liong a truant, had not the con* 

nf the addition!^, Which: other causes drilled me 

increased the bulk ofthewpk. cm frpah; day to day/ in a neglect of 
t^ugii I thibkair th#i l purposed, and al- 
right, yet yrnihre the man I'd^^pend ways mysejf obliged to do. 

dh to a frur aud free peuk^^ lis^essness my indispo- 

clihed either to , me in made 

You kbbw='^^^fWh<|ivahiekkhow**‘m^^to^ eaii%;!^%arken to'sech ex- 

irtg man,' itpver ht', :cusee ; ui* hearing 

truth, isu, day:l®,^lioSs..Le’Gto^ 

’.wohder ]E'i&ht and 

he abl#;j^^ 
aii 'kcc0uht/':th|t‘ . 
,hiaVMk>«ik''‘fe^tise conWuing.:^^ 
dpf </}ui^dln.Irel'mid was printed ; Were 
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at kast the pretences that served to|hiay get over this winter^ and that 
humour my laziness* BusineiBs kept terriMe enemy of mine may use me 
me in town longer than Vas conv|^ no wotse than the last did, which, as 
nient for my hcakh t aU the day from ^erh and as long as it was, let me 
my rising was commohlj^ spent in; see a^t^er summer, 
that; and when I came home al \ 
night, my shortness of hreath, and 

panting for want of it, made me ordi^ ' ; LETTER LVIII. 

narily so uneasy, that I no heart 

to do any thing ; so thatthe usdpi i|!&. to Mr. Molynmx. 

version of vacant li^uris O^tes, 6ih April, 1G98. 

me* and reading itself a burden \ Dear sir, 
to me. In this estate I lingered Wiere m none of the letters that 
along in thwn to December* till I be. ^veir t received from you gave me so 
took myself to my wonted refuge* in much trouble as your last of March 
the more favourable air aud retire- I; told that you resolved to 
ment of this place. That gave me come Into England early in the 
presently relief against, the constant spring, and lived Jn the hopes of it 
oppression of my luiigs, wh^f I sit more than you can imagine. I do 
still*; but 1 hhd such a weakness of not mean, that I had^ greater hopes 
them still remmn, that if I iftlr ever of it than you can imagine ; but it 
so little, I am immediately out pf enlivened me, and contributed to the 
breath, and the very dressing or un^ support of my spirits more than you 
dressing me is a labour that I ahi' can think. Biit your letter has quite 
fain to rest aider to recover my dejected me again. The thing I 
breath; and I have not been emee above jdl things long for, is to see, 
out of my house since, I qaihq last and Embrace, atlfi' have some dis- 
hither. I wish nevertSelefi^ that you cbulmo you before 1 go out of 
were here with me to see how Well I this, world, J meet w*ith so few ca- 
am ; for you would find, that, sitting pdble of truth, or worthy of a free 
l)y tlie fire’s side, I could bear my qonversatioii, such as be^mes lovers 
part in discouraiag, laughing, and be- of truth, that you cannot think it 
iiig merry with you, its well as ever I s^aUge if L wish for,, some time with 
could^in my life. If you were here ybu for the essposing, sifi^ng, and rec* 
(and if wishes of more than one iifying of my thoughts. If they have 
could bring you you would be here gone any thing' farther in, the disco- 
to-day) you would find threq, or four very of truth than what I have aJ- 
in the parlour after dinner, Who, yon igJady' pr^lish^, it must be by your 
would say, passed their: aflertt<»ns‘i^ ^poUragemehf that I must go on 
agreeably and as jocundly in kny tb finish^ which I have 

people you have this good whihf met airbad^^gUU j: ahd with you I hoped 
with. Do not therefore figure to to disq^r^e niy, other yet crude and 
yourself, that I am languishing ^ray imperlfeqt t|ioUgh^^^ in which, if there 
iny last hours under t^i/vlnsociable welro to mankind,^ 

desjiondehcy and tbc„we^ht of my if ttey ^Opened and delwitedi 
infirmity. It is true, 1 4*5 not ctmni with you, theni safe lodggd 

upon years of life to come, but I thaqk ^ adtafitagej.qf .Wtfi some tiiSq 

Gpd .i have , not many uneasy hohrs oir other : for i am iu doubtrwhel^r, 
hbiW intho four^kndHWenty ; and if ! -H bb fit, for me to ^^tible the mbse 
can have the to keep myself oii£ of ahy new nmit^T ; or if I dl^ 

the etifling air of London, ^ 1 sqe no Idek on my life neajif out, 
reason but, by the grace of God, IjtKat it would be folly to hojpe to finish 
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my thing of moment in the email re-J me, is the cause^of its too great length, 
tnainder of it I hoped therefore, as I though I have passed by many things 
said, to have seen you, anii ^uipavel- worthy of retm^hs; but what may be* 
led to you that which ,iyii^ in the spared pf tyhat there is, 1 would be 
lump uneiplicated in my! mind, I glad should be blotted out by your 
scarce yet know what it is myself; hand. But this between us. 
for 1 have often had ea^rience that Amongst other things 1 would be 
a man cannot well judge pf hie ’own glad to talk with you about before I 
notions tilj, either by^ sietting theni die, is that ^hich you suggest at the 
down mps^r, br in discoursing them bottom of the first ps^e of your letter, 
to a friend^ he has dra^ them out, I am " mightily concerned for the 
apd as it spread them fairly be^ place meant in the questbn you say 
fore himseif. Aa for writing, my ill you will asic the author of the trea- 
health gives me little heart or of^tr tise you Umptioh, and wish extreme- 
lunity for it ; and of seeing you 1 her ly well to it ; and would be very glad 
gin now tp despair ; and |hat yvhioh to be informed by you what would be 
very much adds to my affliction in best for it, and debate with you the 
the Case is, that you neglect your ways fo compose it. But this can** 
oyn health on consideratmns, I am not be done by letters; the subject 
sure, that ire not worth your health; is of too great extent, the views* too 
nothing, if expeemtions wCreeer* large, and the particulars too many 
tainties, can be worth it. I sep no to be managed. Come therefore 
likelihood of the parliament’s rimng yourself,' and come as well prepared 
yeithisgood while; and when they in that matter as you can. But if 
are up, who knows whether the man you talk with others on that point 
you expect "to relieve you, will oopie ther^, mention not me to any body on 
to ybu presently or at all? Youmpat that subject; only let you and I try 
therefore lay by that business , for a What good we can do for those whom 
while which detains you, or get som® we wish well to. Great things have 
other body into it, if you will tahe sometimes been brought about from 
that care of your health this Sumther small beginnings well laid together, 
which you designed, and it seems to Pray present my most humble ser- 
require ; and if you defer it tfll the vice to your brotfor : I should be glad 
next, who knows but your care of it of an opportunity to do him some 
may then come too late? There is service. That which he thanks me 
nothing that we are such spend- for in my care about his discourse 
thrifts of as health ; we spare every concernmg the Chafers, was a ser- 
thing sooner than that, thc^h what- vice to the public, and he qwes me 
ever we sacrifice it to is worth nothki]| ui^lhanks for it. I am, dear sir, your 
WtthmitJt Pardon. me the liberty, I ftaijithful and most humble servant, 
take with you; you baye gifeh nie 

Interest ip ipu ; and it laiA.thiug LETTER LIX. 

ofti^muchtm^ : I 

ly on ruhnihg atry to Mr, Loch, 

mc6Uveiilb^'.^'fi?r' .ailS p^y ' ■ ' - ,,, , ; 

nothing.' 'isspt. soib, im, 

,tq you to Hopcn]ffed:‘dwir sir, ' 

■ Jiwoakl arrived ‘here safely the ;I5th!i|lr . 

;™dy .shd now! that the ruffliBg:'aim 

fatigueipfmy jCurney is.a little 
1 stt:''#wn to a, task, whbh I must 
which the affomsiGOiifess is the hardest I was ever un- 



»ECT> n ] MOD&RN, OP EARLY DATE. 155 

der in my life ; I mean^ expressin^^ftwixt us, yet 1 am glad to hear that 
my thanks to you suitahle to the fa- you are safe and sound on the other 
Voars I received from yoO, and suit- side the water. But pray you speak 
able to the inward sense 1 have of dot in so magnificent and courtly a 
them in my mind. Were it possible . jstyle of what you received from me 
for me to do either, I should in some here. I lived with you and treated 
measure be satisfied ; but my inabi- you, as my friend, and therefore used 
lity of paying my debts, makes me no ceremony, nor can receive any 
ashamed to appear befbre my credit- thankis but What I owe you doubly, 
or. However, thus much with the both for your company, and the pains 
strictest sincerity I will venture to you were at to bestow that happiness 
assert to you, that I cannot recollect on me. If you keep your word, and 
ilirough the whole course of my life, do the same kindness again next 
such signal instances of real friend- year, I shall have reason to think 
ship, as when I had the happiness of you value me more than you say, 
your company for five weeks together though you igay more than I can with 
in liondon. It is with the greatest modesty read^ 
satisfaction imaginable that! recol- .{find you were beset with busi- 
lect what then passed between us, nes$ when you wrote your letter to 
and* 1 reckon it the happiest scene of me, apd do not wonder ^^t it ; but yet 
my whole life. That part thereof for all that, I cannot forgive your si- 
especially which I passed at Oates, lenco concerning your health, and 
has made such an agreeable imprea- your ^n. My service to him, your 
sion on my mind, that nothing can brother, and Mr. Burridge; and do 
be more pleasing. To all in that ex.- me the justice to believe that I am, 
cellcnt family, I beseech you give my with a perfect affection, dear sir, 
most humble respects. \lt ia my duty your most humble and most faithful 
jto make niy acknowledgments there servant 
' in a particular letter; but I beg of 
you to make my excuse ..for omit- 
ting it at this time, because 1 am a LETTER LXI. 

little pressed by some business that 

is thrown upon me since my arrival ; ’ Mr, Lathe to Mr, Burridge, 

to which also you are obliged for not . 

being troubled at present with a more < Oaics, Oct. 27ih, 1698. 

tedious letter from, Sir, your most Sir, 

obliged, and entirely a 6 [bctinnate You guessed npt amiss when you 
friend and servant* said’ in the beginning of yours of the 

' ' - . 13th instant, that you gave me the 

“ trouble pf;a ^tter ; for I have receiv- 
LETTER lx. od foiiyrlbUers in my life the. contents 

^ wher^eiof ^ve so much i troubled apd 

Mr. Lathe to Med^nmz, afflicted pfb as that of yPurs. I parted 

. with my: djusellent friend, whon h® 

London, Sept. 29th, 1693. ^ wept frorp EpgUnd, with all thejhd^ 
Dear sir, and promises to myself of seeing hiih 

Yours of the 26 th Mp now dts- again, ihd> enjoying him long(^ tp 
charged me from my daily employ*^ the next spring. ; This w 
ntent of looking upon the weather^ faction that hel^; me to dm 
cock, and hearkening hov^ loud the l^aration ; and thd ahi^|;taste I 
wind blowcd. Though I do not like dt him here, , inter- 

this distance, and such a ditch bd- View, I ho]^d wOpld be mide up in 
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B. longer conversation, whieli he pro^ 
inised me the next time ; imt it has 
served only to give me a greater sense 
of my loss in an eternal farewell in 
this world* Your earlier acquaint-^ 
aace. may have given you a longer 
knowledge of his virtue and excel*^ 
lent endowments; a fuller sight, or 
greater esteem of thmn^ you ebuld 
not have thtm 1. His worth and iiis 
j&iendship tome made him an inesti- 
mable treasure; which I must re- 
gret the Idss of the litUe remainder 
of my life, without, any hopes pf re** 
pairing it in any way. I should be 
glad if what I owed tl«e father could 
eind>le mO to do any ^rvice to his 
son* . ! He deserves H £br his^wn sake 
(his hihet has more than once talked 
to lUe of hiih) as ivell as for . his fa- 
ther’d. I desite you thcre^te to 
assure those who have the care of 
him^ that if there be any thing 
whetOin 1 at this distance may be 
any way serviceable to young Mr.*! 
Molynenx, they cannot do me a great- 
er pleasure than to give me thp 
portunity to show that my friendship 
died with him* 

give my most humble seryioe 
tit) l)r^ hSoiyneux, and to his nephew. 
I am, sir, your faithild and humble 
^rvant. ' 


; LETTER LXIL 

^ Jfr, Ij^cke. I, 

Dublin, / 



ikioi/of 


it. Some years after 1 left you in 
Holland, upon my return for Eng-, 
land, 1 omitraeted no small intimacy 
with Dr. Sydenham, on the account 
of having been known to you his 
much esteemed friend ; and 1 found 
him so accurate an observer of dis- 
eases, so thoroughly skilled in all 
useful knowledge of his profession, 
and with^ so communicative, that 
hid Acquaintance was a very great 
advant^e to me: and all this T 
chiedy owe to you, sir, besides the 
infomation of many useful truths, 
and a great deal of very pleasing en- 
ter^inment I have met with in the 
perusal of your lately published writ- 
ings: so that on many accounts 1 
must needs say there are very few 
men in the world, to whom I can 
with the like sincerity profess my- 
self to be, as 1 am, dear sir, your 
most real friend^ and very humble 
and obligM servant. 

letter Lxm. 

> Mr. lack^ jto Dr. Wolyneux. 

paley, Jan. 20tb, 1693-^. 

Sir, 

I must acknowledge the care you 
take of my health, in a way wherein 
you so kindly apply to my mind \ and 
if f icould i>er&aade myself that my 
constitution was owiiig to that 
a^ngth of mind you ascribe to 
;me,' or accompanied with it, I 
should find : terelfi, if not a reme^ 
4y> yot a great relief againsb the 
murhutiOs of ipy body. However, 
I am not less obliged tp you 
fpr so fri^^i|r.,AP^ Application ; and 

if tbb edrifitt 

to -be had pof l khow none 
to AL . jud|i0ious axid capacjkiqs 
yoaV k^%0ss is not jfio be blai^Ut 
wlm I ^ confidem thkt^ 

sdUs^^idh, or any thing else that 
could <mntribute to my health. 
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LETTER LXIV. 

Mr, Locke U Ehr. Molyneux. 

Oates, 27th October, l<i98. 

Sir, 

Death has with a violent hand has- 
tily snatched from you a dear bro- 
ther. I doubt nbt but on this oeca* 
sion you need all the consolation can. 
be given to one ttneipectedly bereft, 
of so worthy and near a relation. 
Whatever inclination I may have to 
alleviate your sorrow, I bear too great 
a share in the loss, and am too sen- 
sibly touched with it myself, to be in 
a condition to discourse you on this 
subject, or do any thing but mingle 
my tears with yours. I have lost in 
your brother, not only an ingenious 
and learned acquaintance^ that all 
the world esteemed ; but an inti- 
mate and sincere friend, whom I 
truly loved, and by whom I was tru- 
ly loved : and what a that is, 
^hosG only can be sensible who know 
how valuable and how scarce a true 
friend is, and how far to be preierred 
to all other sorts of treasure, lie 
has left a son who 1 know was dear 
to him, and deserved to be so as 
much as was possible for one of his 
age. T cannot think myself whol- 
ly incapacitated from paying spme 
of the affection and service was 
duo from me to my dear ftiohd, 
as long as he has a child or^ai 
brother in the vjforld. If there- 
fore there be any thing at this 
distance wherein I in my little 
sphere may be able to/servte yput 
nephew or you, I be^ you^ by the 
memory of our deceased tu 

let mo know it; that ybu i^ay see, 
that one wlto loved him 
esdliKd but be tenderly cbncerhed 
for, his son, tib^r be otherwiaU: 

I, am, sir, yoiir most humble and 
most affectionate servant. 
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LETTER LXV. 

JOr» Molyneux to Mr, 

Dublin, Nov. 44h, 1693, 

i Sir, ; 

For a-while I deferred making 
any return for the favour of your last 
letter, on the account I understood 
by one of yours to my brother, that 
I was suddenly to expect another 
obligation from you, by the receipt 
of your Treatise of Education, |foich 
yesterday first came to my hmids; 
and nol^ I return you my hearty 
thanks for both your kindnesses to- 
gether: Of which, should I expreas 
the real thoughts' 1 have, I should 
seem to run either into extravagant 
compliment, or groi^ Iflattery : but 
thus much 1 must npeds say, that as 
your letter certainly contains, in 
short, the only . true method for . the 
prosecuting the curing part of tho 
practice of physic, and the sure way 
of improving: it; a matter of the 
nhiefeik go<m in relation to men’s 
bodies ; so ypur book of Education 
lays down siieh rules for the breed- 
ing of youth, as if followed must 
necessarily prove of the greatest ad- 
vantage to the better part of man, 
the mind ; by insensibly disposing it 
to an habitual exercise of what is 
virtuous and laudable, and the acqui- 
sition of all such knowledge as is ne- 
cessary for one’s own good, or that 
of;otherft whom we are to converse 
witb. Whence 1 cannot but think, 
had/tho^ of Dur own countries but 
a tborbugh' persuasion, and aright 
sen^€> of *tbe great benefit that re- 
doundf .a daf eful education, so 
as uni^eri^iy fo put it in practice, 
withodt iqiipiftion we shbold ^b^be- 

Ont from tbt rest of the world 
inward db^wmebts of :bur miMfr, 
liod the teotitnde of 
i'&e ' negroes' ftpfe tho Mn- 

Mnd for their outwdrd knd oo- 

Jbur of body. Bbt ihia Y Ibhr is a 
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happiness only to be wished for; thpti^h it was the expression of a poet, 
however, he that makes it his endea* yet i am sensible was a very natural 
vour to promote so great a good, by one where we love extremely, and 
showing the certain way to it, if they the Indians prove it no less in fact, 
would follow him, justly deserves the Ck^nld t^ny outward circumstance of 
high esteem of all that know* hoW to his.life have increased that brotherly 
value a truly public spirit. adTectioh I had for him, it must have 

1 hope, sir, you* have your health bebn that he had so great a part in 
better, and that we may suddenly your friendship, who must be allow- 
have abrdad your Essay of Human ed to have a nice judgment in dis- 
Understanding, with those fartter earning the true characters and 
additions and alterations you have worth of men. He frequently in his 
8or|^ while since designed for the life-time has expressed to me with 
preR: I am confident it is impa^ great complacency of mind, how 
tiently expected by all that are ao- happy he thought himself in your ac- 
quainted with your writings, and quaintancO, and he spoke of you se- 
that peculiar clear manner of deliver- veral tim^ during his short sickness, 
ing truth ^yon are so miich master of, with great respect. With his own 
but by hone more than, sir, your hand he has writ this clause in his 
most faithful humble servant. will ; “ I give and bequeath ta my 

^ , excellent friend John Locke, Es- 
quire, author of the Essay concern- 
LETTER LXVI. ing Human Understanding, the sum 

of five pounds to buy him a ring, in 
J5n Mol^nmx to Mr, Lotke. memory of the vgdue and esteem I 

had for him.” This I shall take care 
Dublin, jVoveinber ^ih, 1693. to send youin a bill by Mr. Churcli- ‘ 
Sir, ill’s hands; when he states the ac- 

As you have a true seUvSe Of every count as it stands between him and 
thing, so you were very much in the my brother. The only child he has 
right, when you tell nte in the letter left behind him is under my care and 
you favoured me with of the 27th of management. I shall endeavour to 
last mdnth, that I needed all the con- discharge this trust, with all the re- 
solation could be given one that had gard to my brother’s memory, and 
lost so unexpectedly a dear and only die advantage of his child, I can: 
brother. His death indeed ' has hot it grieves me to think that 1 must 
been a severe afflictson to me ; and surely fall very much short of that 
though I have you, and many more extraordinary application and pru- 
that bear a grekt share with me in device bis father would have shown 
my sorrow ; yet this doeis no way al- lit'his education; for he made it the 
eviate it, but makes it faJI ibh chiefest, and indeed the only busi- 

er uj^u me ; for it doubles grief ness of his life. I have made his Hi- 
to pipk What; an tie son as sensible as his tender age 

ho muot be'ifo «o hear a Sre^wh^ihat allow, how much he is obliged , 

is so friend, for your 

spm huh :‘l wish 

could 'you mdy .;|i^B’|Wo!6ng your lives so, 

have ais he‘miiy,c^e day be more thankfiil 

.nie, whe^’ aWd ‘ capable ' of . yoqr kindnes^^ by . 

^.^IlipYOugh a from 'your good'^.ki'^ 

and 'advice. ''Ahd' since' 
yOhf sO'Camestly press mo, by the me- 
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inory of your deceased friend, to let 
you know wherein you might oblige 
.me, 1 will venture to break the bounds 
of modesty so far, as to tell you I 
should be extremely pleased to re- 
ceive from yourself the last edition 
of your incomparable Essay of Hu- 
man Understanding, and such other 
pieces of your works as you shall 
think fit ; for all which, as I have a 
great esteem, so I should have a 
more particular regard coming from 
yourself, as a private memorial of my 
dear brother’s friend, and of a person 
for whom 1 have such an extraordi- 
nary value ; as I shall ever be proud 
of owning myself, sir, your truly 
fectionate and humble servant. 


LETTER LXVIL 
Mr. Locke to Dr* Mqlyntux. 

Oates, January, 1698-9. 

Sir, 

I have been slower in retarding 
you my thanks for the.favpur of your 
letter of the 26th of November, and 
the civilities you express to me in it, 
than perhaps I should have been. 
But the truth is, my thoughts never 
look towards Dublin now, without 
casting such a cloud upon my mind, 
and laying such a load of fresh sor- 
row on me for the loss of my dear 
friend, yuur brother, that 1 cannot! 
without displeasure turn them that 
way ; and when I do it, I find my- 
self very unfit for conversation and 
the eutertaiimienf of a friend. It is| 
therefore not without pain that I 
bring myself to write you a scurvy 
letter. , .What there in it of ex- 
pression, you must n^i^^ upoutof 
the esteem 1 have for memory qf 
our common friend ; ipd I desiire 
yep not to think my respects to you 
thd 1^,; the, loss of your hi^ 

ther makes me not able tp^ 
thhm as I would; ; : 

Since you are pleased to put aujeh 


a value on my trifles, I have given 
order to Mr. Churchill to send you 
my last reply to the bishop of Wor- 
cester, and the last edition of my 
Treatise of Education, which came 
forth since Mr. Molyneux’s death. I 
send this with the more confidence 
to you because your brother told me 
more than once, that he followed the 
method I therein offer to the world, 
in the breeding of his son. I wish 
you may find it fit to be continued 
to him, and useful to you in his edu- 
cation ; for I cannot but be miglitily 
concerned for the son of such a fa- 
ther, and wish that he may grow up 
into that esteem and character which 
his father leil behind him amongst 
ail good men who knew, him. As for 
my Essay concerning Human Under- 
standing, it is now ou't of print ; and 
if it were not, I think 1 should make 
you but an ill compliment in sending 
it you less perfect than I design it 
sbuuld^ be in the next edition, in 
which I shall make many additions 
to it ; and when it is as perfect as I 
can make it, I know not whether in 
sending it you I shall not load you 
with a troublesome and useless pre- 
sent. But since by desiring it you 
seem to promise me your acceptance, 
I shall as soon as it is reprinted take 
the liberty to thrust" it into your stu- 
dy. I am, sir, your most humble and 
fythful servant. 

LETTER LXVIIt‘(f ^ ' 

Fr^ t<f . 


Feb. S4th, 1706-7. 

I aep^i kindly the offer of jrour 
cqitespqndepce, and chiefly as it 
comes ^ hear^inee«.and, 

(the 

When dispe^ition , of hea^. kt- 
j^nds our Bcarchekipto learni^ and 
IfWosophyi we peqft not fea^ /j^ing 

* Tbeie 'were'; Writt^ tfie 
rai^teristici, ItH. 
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vainly puffed up/* or falling into censured so much by any Chur ch-of- 
that false way of wisdom, which the England men, for advancing reason 
Scripture calls ** vain philosophy.*’ and bringing the nse of it so nmcli 
When the improvement of our minds, into religion ; when it is by this only 
and the advancement of our reason, that we fight against the enthusiasts, 
is all wc aim at ; and this only to fit and repel the great enemies of our 
us for a perfecter, more ration^, and church* It is by this weapon alone 
worthier service of God ; we can have that we combat tliosc visionaries, 
110 scruples whether or no the work be who in the last age broke in so foully 
an acceptable one to him. But w^herc* upon us, and are now (pretcndedly at 
neither our duty to iiiankind, nor least) esteemed so terrible and dan- 
obedience to our Creator, is any way gerous. 

the end or object of our studies or But though I am one of those who, 
exercises, be they ever so curious or in these truly happy times, esteem 
exquisite, they may be justly styled our church as wholly out of danger 
“ vain /’ and ofien the vainer, fir yet should wc Ijcarkeu to those men 
cai rying With them the false .show' of who disclainr this use of reason iu 
cvocllence and superiority. religion, W'e must lay ourselves open 

On this account, tiiough tliere be afresh to all lauatics. For w hat else 
no part of learnuig more advantage- is fanaticism 'i' Where docs the stress 
ouseven towards divinity than logics, of their cause lie? Are not their un- 
metaphysics, and what we call uni- intelligible motions of the spirh ; 
versity-learning ; yet nothing proves their unexpre.ssiblc ]>reteuded fech 
more dangerous to young minds un-. ings, apprehensions, and lights rvith- 
fbrew^arned, or, w Jial js worse, pre- in; their inspirations iu ])n;pliccy. 
possessed with the excellency of such extempore prayer, preaching, &.c. ; 
learning : as it’ all wisdom lay in the a rd^ not these, \ say. the touiuIati(»ns 
solution of those riadies of the sebooh on which tlicy build their cause ? 
men, who in the last age- of ihe Are not our cold dead rcavsonmgs (as.,, 
church, found out an oxcelierit way ihev call them) a reproach and «t. un- 
to destroy religion by philosjophy. and; bling-block to tliem? if you wd* bi> 
render reason and philosophy ridicu-jhco «* their leaders, who arc inMaotiy 
lous, under that garb they had put on = off from all their protcjM'ft ti 
it. If your circumstances or coudi- gifis . and spirits, and superu.mujd 
tion suffer you to enter into the graces, if they are once brougln to 
wp|t|4v^y a , university, well i.s it for the tost of C(X>1 reason and'dcdibcriu*; 

you h«Lve prevented such examination. And can wc thu-iiiv,. 

- up our cause, by giving up roa.-^on ^ 

X am not sotry that 1 Shall give them up our ’riliot 
yon Mr. Locke’s Essay of Hu*-, sons, our Barrows, our Chilling- 
mih tifnderstanding, whkh xnay wrorths, our Ifamnionds? For w hat 
well, for business' and the less is it to give up this ,¥vay of rca 

as the sciences. an4%. unir son so much decried by those con- 
versli^. Np' pne has done mpre to- ^mners of Mr; . Locke ? But, k«ch 
philofiop^fiy the spirit bf some men in eohtro- 
frbiQp(''bar|^i^,,,i^io;ns^ versial^ ' .malted*. - A certain noted 

of the 'tte ctegyimitn -learning .and -ability^ 

an4-g^^t reputed, zesu, a great 

'.flight Locke, has (lam ia|p* 

a ty.tqld)'i^rned rigid 'Calvinist^ as' to 
a}!,. the, points of ' predeatination,' : 

aad not - only this cler ' ^ 
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>igh in c^jj^ition gW to y^tir ^ote rif rea- 

43 m 'aha^'^fire^thought* , 'Your'^-jai^ty 

of' this is-' but tod' bbvj(itis;\ ‘ Our 1^' I know,' you 'will' always 
shops smid ^ignlM churchmen your dfeste 

most wortMy a&4 justiy aM4 fibttiral inclinations ar^ t«,n ar4s 

any in any ; age) aro, as they fetation in litii, which 

were, ineliujable to jino^eration in the otberu too slightly, and 

high Calytnistic points. But they e without examining thek hearts, 
aii^ mclinable to moderation ill other Pray God direct you^ ahd confirm 
{joints. your good beginnings, «md. in the’ 

They are for toleration, uiviolaMe practice of virtue and religion ; as- 
toleratfon (as our quo. a nobly and soring yottrsejif that the h%hf^i prin- 
Chriatiauly saMiit, in her epeech a ciple, which is the love of God, is 
year or two siuoe) ; aud this is itself l>est attained, not by dai^k specular- 
intolerable with our high geutlcmeu, tions and monkisli philbaophy, bntoy 
wdio despise the; g^i leness of their mord pi^a^tice, and love of. lankiui!. 
Lord and Master^ apd th#* s^petmilu and k' ^tudy of tlJ ir imierests: the 
government of our queen, pirferrng chief ef which, and that which only 
rather that abominable ^Ihem above tlir degree of 

rr";"rosciitativc oi chm?ch power^ at- bnitee, is freedom of reason iii the 
landed with the wotiift of; temporal learned: woi^i, and good ^>vcrnment 
f.^:av«rnmon^s us w« sec it ittsperfee- and liberty the ''ivK wrid, Ty- 
^ ioii oi U kin« in Franco. From rahny in on ^ iver aocouipanied, oir 
ibis, and }Vom its abettors of every j soon foUov v*, by tyranny iii the 
kind, and iu every WJiy, 1 pray Got, i>thf ‘ .tti- slavery isbroujght 

deliver whiM ive mvda% thanks i . they are boon reduced 

fill for A nut in Ins pfovid^ee he ^>ns to 1 • and brutal stute^ both in 


aire id y done towarck it, ^and to 
hapj mess glory of pur excehi 

qf( 0 ‘.’ri and country. So .forewer 
. . • our good friend to serve yon. 


LBTtm J.XIX. 

vwi iiord - 



d their underatan^diugfe and morals. 

True 'aE'cai..therefoi^O ' tpr 
i 'Jgion, must befenj3^|io9^^ 
rior mankind: and ;foydibf,\manlj&d 
|cahnot'Constst'.bnt wim krigktikijidw-^^ 
koge „of great ' 

- of ihO' .suid; 

liberty aikd;^a^om,fWhii&h Gbii'al^ 
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without fear of adding fuel to their 
inflamed dcstroa^ m a heart whieh 
xsan never bOtn towardsGod till thoile 
other Urea ate extinct 

Ood grant that altiee you kno# 
this better vi^ay, this chaste and hdt 
discipline, you may still pursue it 
with that just and pious joahHUi^ 
over your own heart, that neither 
your eyes, nor any of your senses, 
may be kd away to sem thetn^j 
selves, or any thing but that Crt^ 
ator who made them <br his ser*^ 
Vice, and in whom ahme ia hapin^ 
ness and rest 

I wish you well, ahd shidl be glad 
to hear still of you. 


LETTER LXXI. 

* 

JVom Itortl Skt^SftAwy t» t: 

AiMHi'Ke. 

I have rocoiyed ytkus every week, 
and am highly satisfied with your 
thoughts $ not doubting but tiiey are 
truly your own and natural, ae well 
as your manher of eji|ireBi^ Aem | 
for in this I wooifi have you ke^ an 
entire freedom, and deliver your am>- 
timenta stiU nakedly, anti without art 
or ornament, For St ia the heart 1 
look for ; anti though the ornaments 
of style are what you aro obliged to 
attttiy and {iraotiae on other oeen> 
aiona, the lesa you regard them, and 
the greater simpliitity you diaeovet 
tn writing {H’ivatdy to myhelf, tiie 
greater my aataafruitloa is, tmd the 
more booemiag the pitrt you have to 
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leur good (Witi hatupinaaa tn evmy re- 
UiMet, we faeeomeiibBralaervantaand 
leyhlren of Clod, 

A aaind time released anti aat at 
liberty, if it onee aees ita tettti good, 
will hardly be tieprived of it, w tits- 
heatrtened in the porauit, whatever 
djaeettnlieaient aurrounda h h is 
the inward enemy atone can stop it. 
Wt» Vrhen a mind, aet free from vo- 
luatfery error and aelMarkenmg ooir- 
eeit, tutpitea to what is generous and 
deswrving, Hothing hut what is vile 
and siav&h from within e«a deaden 
it j ifMhiAg bdt a base love of in- 
ward tilavm^, and an adherosee to 
Dfor vises niM oormptlonst is able to 
effoetibii. 

in some, trim are hwHdly degene- 
MttS, tilds submission is. Wbmly vobitv 
^dfiinterest leads them, whe- 
ther it be a fCrivale bne of tbsirown, 
or in sobie^ and eonfoderacy with 
some fooiiun or psrtyv to the aup- 
p(Ht of temporal ends. In this ease 
il carries a ^peoious (foow of public 
good; whetimr it be ha church or 
statBk Apd thus h Ss alien tho ooea- 
sion of an open danfol of reason, and 
of a bare-fo^ oppotftion to the (j^ 
rious aeairoh of • 

In others, it Is tneiwhlotb and fa- 
aineaa, or aordid afqpeliie and Iset, 
which, bringkigtiimn utidw the pow- 
er of aib ann iimeMnilldiji, fit than for 
political smilQde b!| mbmil pnMitit- 
thm, Wr wwaii foe of hist 


"t 


was aivtiettlsrly pleased withj 

ffl 4iM|lpfo*and MsiRmfogs <tim: 

SfiSn Ubmty, (tttd tils 
ahnw tot thM iMfole ttAnuMii' 



and 
mitw, 
naif ’1 

bb<in' 
vfi sT 
imm' 

anew 


lm‘iMMilbtly osr- 
a;fiteii*ed a »%l- 
'iniwgmortiiM 
ItifTlhtiiyr thing si- 
titis hfod* itanai 
dfhrtutt^er ^k- 
' rthdtfpprei;^ 
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|MMa |»en«s«tioo, Btt4 • perseeutioii 
BnmrstitkAi. 

Vice «a4 iDtemperBiMW is but «b 
inwarii peneoution. lit iB tore Uio 
Tiotence ^iOB. ili»e tto tratb is 
firft held in tuuighteiqiiitoess, and tto 
7 ^«v, “reason hnnwable, the »h 
telligible, tto dirino pan/' ispersof. 
cuted and imprisonw. Those who! 
aahnut to this tjnaany, in tine not 
only onto to it. h<tt ptoad dw it, end] 
dtink Ihd h.w of virtvte tyrannical end 
agaiiKit nature. 

So in tto atoidttte goveromeotsof 
tto world: uatnoa, tlMtsubiaiuttoai9h 
foitrary nde, bnre oven their ibnn of 
noremnimt : if one may oall that a 
mrm which ia withont any, and. like 
vice itaeii^ knows neither law ner qt' 
der., ' 

In Oio niincl Ibr* 

WArd tli^ il} Wtffk. For 
mh «A^^$«gOOi 8 t to Vipc/IB l|0* 
0om m ioirni^ memfTf «M hA» 
oitQ 0 4 oAt her mtieroBi ^he eoul 
by oppoemg oteiy &voi|rite |»Miion) 
Abo will then be aooiit ex;petM 
tber provmee, a^fiier 

Cor every ebe mkesemthe 

iiae<S> . She ^ ipiiei^tiy oiieeeHed 
aihI nmmi* She m thought eotiou* 

el lUlhe wb^teieel in 

euntpeiky^ hi the Mtei he- 

iu'th^ ehurt^b Qven in 


iQWLiatained mi vindieatodt without 
(urge tetnporoil power» and the «m- 
brage of authority t Honee it ia that 
thoae mother rioeaare ao indulgently 
treated in thoae )piaiees, and that tern- 
fieranee and virtue are looked upon 
with an evil eye, as fanatically in- 
aiinedv For who that ie morally 
firee, aitd haa aaeertcd lus inward 
libetly, ean aee troth thua held, rea- 
aon end ingenuity soppieaaed, with- 
out aome aecret abhorrence and de- 
teatation 1 

But tbia you are happily apprised 
of; nor can tniacarry or he turn- 
ed aside by impostftre, or assuming 
fi^^ipality and pride of any kind. You 
know your liberty: use it and be 
free. But use it as becomes you, 
with all duir meokneaa and submia- 
fkiod as tOsOOtward earriago. It is 
the inward man that ia tol>e relieved 
and rescued ftoih his chains. Others 
need not your admoidlion; nor is 
this yo!» duty, but far contrary. Pre- 




aSritthc! 

(Id torn iim‘ 

BrV. A. . . . 




serya l^aetf from the contagion, 
it ^^uoug^b ; B gteai tuk it u, 
«iul will BMieu eo to you, if you are 
Itotuty iq It, and coaeeruod for tto 
ithint Ftw 

tto mtdiiMttwMi towanoB rahiike and 
itotifringdirilttoira, which itok like 
iconl IQ twi .jk pflon the deceit of 
piide and aoWtonoeit, yvhieh fiada 
this way (P •crean itwlf and manage 
mWtopovamd. 

<X.eiim y«iw virtue and honoaty to 
ifopreen} for if it to tri^y 0000, it 
Wipl,to in BO paih Ibr being kept $«> 
pittt. And thua you may to aafe, 

jhMrtheira. < kBum^Htooeorw 
raaaon with yourad^ or, tut to* 
niitoly do^i«l«mmtoito. Tnwiile 
1^0 miam isdMir be provotutAiio swier 
pum toatipiiitoi end totnigr Boito 
fp fnektU.iean ' 


of yitiuth^ mollified Valid subdaP* 

ed^ E^tjifioa thc^'Wil) lift^eiia 
my lier ; aad ni 

upemUtOB, ati'd iaM splntuid 
nios of the worKd/wiiill sooti he< 

Joyful taek^v th^ pkia^^ 
livee, quiie^^f^er thhnvlia.^^^ 
re^r^kited'i'V ' 

Look chiefly to thia |iraoti«^ } ^ 
thie Js i i^hie 

you oan be oiR|floyi^ 
even wheti hoopil^ttnd jj^ivdi^JfriLirod#^ 
nied you^ ^4*^hi^ineed and^a^^ 
ance ■ r^uired; The laiouo yoh 
servant i» this the ini^;yodi 
wfU fis^ke > of tbat eJtwof t iWioiEd^ 
which'' 

suhmMoii- ': 'V’; And thoe.' ^ thih)^' 
who 'fbrhs^' 




m 
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slave, ' and:' ;'ia^^'i?;««airv0fei 

tlioa^hts, wih 
to younmnuniissiah 




ned^ still ami' 


fi< 


ver he 'aaerciipfed' 
already a 






the heart 
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manner autl «Hty]o. You will find what T now aay (o you ou your great 
many judges of different opinions ; enterprise ou knowledge and loarn' 
and the worst masters, the worst ing* This is the reason I cry out to 
pieces, the worst stylos and manners, you against pleasure ; to beware of. 

K ill have iheir admirers, flow is it those j>aths which lead to a wrong 
you should form your relish ? By knowledge, a wrong judgment of 
nhat means shall you come to have what is supremely bcautilul and 
a right admiration yourself, and good, 

prai&e and imitate only what is truly Your endeavour and hope is to 
exquisite and good in the kind 1 If know Qcx) and goodness, in which 
}ou follow your sudden jfaney and alone there is true enjoyment and 
hent ; if you fix your eye on that good. The way to this is not to put 
which most htrikos and pleases you out your eyes, or hoodwink yourMolf, 
at the first sight; yon will most cor- or he m the dark^ inspecting to see 
lamly never come to have a good eye visions. No, you need not apologize 
at all. You will bo led asid6, and for yourself (as you do) for desiring 
have a flnrid, gay, foolish fancy ? and [to reaii Origou, the good Tather, ami 
any lewd tawilry pieoc of daubing best of all those they coll so. You 
will make a stronger impression on shall not only, by my consent, ri^arl 
you, than tlie most majestic chaste Ongeu, but ei eii Celsus lumMcIf, who 
piece of the soberest nia<-ler; and a was a heathen and w^nt zealously 
Flemish or a French nianuor will agauist the (Christians, whom C higen 
more prevail witti you tfiau a true dofbudss so far nni t from bidding 
Italian. you fly lierelical or heathen bool%s, 

** How shall vve do then tn this where good manners, honesty, and 
case?~Why oven thus; (tor what fair reason almw themselves. But 
way is> there else?) make it a solemn where vice, ill maunors, abusive wit, 
rule to yourself, to cheek your own and buflRiouery appear, llie prejudjco 
eye an<l fancy, wlilch naturally loads is just ; pronounce agoiubt such au- 
to gaiety, and turn it strongly on thors, /ij them, and coiuleum them, 
that which it cares wot at first to l^eserve yourself, and ki^ep your 
dwell upon. Be sure that you jiass eye ami Judgment clear. But if the 
by, on every oacasioUt whatever lit- eye bi* not open to all fair and hand- 
tie idle piece of a negligent loose some spoctaclcs, how should you 
kind may he apt to detain your eye ; learn what is fiiii and handsome t 
and fix youVseJf upon the nobler, You would prai.-e Clfxl* Bui how 

7 ro nuMitWly and studied ineces would you praise hnn 1 and for wlmt I 
such as were known virtuou<9, Know you, a« yet, what trge c\cnl- 
SLn4 hdmJMrod by all if you fence is? The attributes^ as you 

iipd 116 grace or charm m t!bc first call them, which you have Icami in 
Ipoking^ look on^, continue to ohs your catechism, or in tlio higher 
i^^rve il! thu you possibly epn ; and schools of the schooj-iiicn and di- 
whe»jwbavt|[got,opp glimpse, iro^ yfees;— the attributes, I say, of jus- 
cultivmo tha idea, ihv, goodness, wisdom, and the like, 
am. they really understood by you? 
mpfe, and filmed a or do ym talk of tlmse by rofe t If 
I rMish of whm is S0| wW fe this but givii^ words to < 

N Ood# i3K>t |wai«c> nor honour, nor glo- 
1 ' Lius If 4o AposU© a|>p(Mds to what- 

.>-(9** patron^ of Omwe soavfcr fe lavyply, whaisoovor is honest 

dpoit fpnr wfeatsoovor is virtue, or 

w m hm shall wo un- 
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derstand his appeal till wo have stU’ 
died ? Or do wo know tliOse things 
from our cradles ? For Since we wei« 

• men, we never voucHsafed to inquire ; 
but took for granted that we were' 
knowing ill the . matter ; which yet, 
without philosophy, it is impossible 
we should be ; so that when, without 
philosophy, we make use of these 
high terms, and praise God in these 
philosophical characters, we may be 
very good and pious, and welbmean- 
ing ; but indeed we are little better] 
than parrots in devotion. 

To return therefore to the picture, 
and the advice I am to give yoit in 
your study of that great and masterly 
hand which has drawn all things, and 
eKliibitCid this great in«ister*piece of 
iiatnre, this world or universe. The 
first thing is, that you prejiare and 
clear your sight; tliat your eye be 
simple, pure, uiieorrupted, and ready 
and fit to receive that light v^hich is 
to ' fiiine into it. This is done by 
vr itue, meekness, modesty, Sincerity, 
.^jid way being thus made, your re- 
standing towards truth, and 
you being conscious to yourself, that 
‘Whilst you seek truth yon cannot of- 
fend the God of truth ; be not afraid 
of viewing all and eoinpariiig all 
Fof without comparison of tlie false 
with the true, of the ugly with the 
beauteous, of the dark and obscure 
with the bright and shining, 
measure nothing, nm apprehend any 
thing that is excellent. We mky he 
m well ‘pagan', Tntk,'Or-iiiny| 

thing being' at Dbnstantiti^! 

, p)h,'dsp9^an, or 

any greki 

on 'Dhrisiian'amiiore, oK heidr; 
sobeT'^pologiSts,' as'b'eing 
the 'history ,,«npo^d 


concern isy to look impaftially into 
ail authors,' and upon ail; nations, and 
into all parts of learning and hitman 
life ; to seek and find out the true 
the honesttmf the 

by which standard and measure ' we 
may know God; and know ho# to 
praise him, when we have learnt what 
is praiseworthy. 

Be this ymir search, and by thei^ 
[means, and by this way I have shown 
you. Seek for the xaXoy in every 
thing; beginning as low as die plants, 
the fmlds, or even the common arts 
of mankind, to see what is beaute* 
nus, and what contrary. Thus, and 
by the original femntains you are ar- 
rived to, you will, under Providence, 
attain beauty and true wisdom for 
yourself^ beii^ true to virtue; and so 
God prosper yoU. ' 


LETTER LXXtlL 


L0vd SkafUshury fo- 


, February 8, 1709. 

I commend your honest lilieity : 
and therefore ill the use of it rdcom- 
mend to you the pursuit of the same 
thoughts, that you have lionestly 
and naturally gtiilled upon the stock 
horded yon r to which Gbd ^ant a 
true life and increase. ^ 

Time will be, when your greatest 
dii^urbance will arise from that an^ 
scient; difficulty ''^rolev^ Vo JtcUov.f ..But 
yriwm yon>hay©l#:b^^^ inured , 
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good; that by aeotng perfectly, by 
the help of reason, what good is, and 
what ill, you may prove whether that 
which IS fi’om rev^ation be not per^ 
fccfly good and conformable to this 
standard. For, if so, the very end 
of the Gospel proves its truth. And| 
that which to the vulgar is only; 
knowable by miracles, and tcacha^j 
ble by positive precepts and com*! 
mands, to the wise and virtuous is 
demonstrable by the nature of the 
thing. So that hoW can we forbear 
to give our assent to those doctrines, 
and that revelation, which is deliver^ 
ed to us, and onibrood by mirach^s 
and wonders? But to us, the very 
tost and proof of the diviueness and 
truth of* that revelation is from the 
eacellenco of the things revealed t 
otherwise the wonders tlicmsolves 
would have little edect or powers 
nor could they he thoroughly de* 
pended on, were We even as near to 
them as those who lived more than 
a thousand yeats since, when they 
were freshly wrought, and strong in 
tiic memory of men. This is what 
alone can justify our easiness of faith ; 
and m this irespect we can never be 
too t< 'Ugnod, too willing, or too com*' 
plaisant. 

Meanwhile let your eye be sim- 
ple, and turn it from the to the 
^$7oy.* View Ood in goodness, anil 
in his works, which have that cha- 
racter. Dwell With honesty, and 
beauty> nnd order: study and love 
what is of this kindi and in time 

K wBf know and love the Author, 
swell* 





^ ^ I 

' writ 


t0 


i 1 1 


1 like your judgment and thoughts 
on the books you mention the bishop 
of Salisbury’s Exposition of the Arti- 
cles is, no doubt, highly worthy of 
your study. None can belter ex- 
plain the sense of the church, than 
one who is the greatest pillar of it 
since the first founders; one who 
best explained and asherted tho Ko- 
formation itself, was chiefly instru- 
niontal in saving it from popery be- 
fore and at the Revolution, and is 
now the truest example of laliorioiis, 
primitive, pious, and learned episco* 
pacy. The antidote, indeed, recom- 
mended to you, was very absurd, as 
yon remark yourself; and pray have 
little to do with controversy of any 
sort 

Ohillmg worth against Popery is 
suffrcient reading for you, and will 
teach you the best manner of that 
polemic divinity. It is enough to 
read what is good ; and whal you 
friid bud lay aside. The good you 
read will be a sufricieni prevention 
and anticipation against any evil that 
may chance come across you im;»er- 
ccptrbly Fill yourself with goml; 
and you will carry within you suffi- 
cient answer to the bad ; and by a 
sort of instinct soon discern the one 
fi’om the other. 

Trust your own heart whilst you 
keep It honest, and can hfr it up to 
the God of truth, as seeking that, 
and that onl^. But keep yourself 
from wrangling, and a controversial 
epwit ; for more harm is taken by a 
freree, sour answer to an ill book, 
than from the book itself, be it 
over so ill. Therefore «*momber, I 
dharge you to avoid controversial 
writers, 

If tha ancients in their purity are 
as yet out of your retch, setroh the 
itmdetiM that mo nearest to them. 
IfKyoU esmilNfa converse with the most 
aheieni, use tbo most modern. For 
the atMss of the middle ago, and 
all ihitl Wt of phifosc^y, as well as 
divioitjf^ Witt be of tttiie advantage to 



. ll.j 
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^roa. Gain the purity of the Engr 
iish, your own tongue ;; and reW' 
whatever is esteem^ polite or 
writ that comes abroad. Youmay 
give me an account of this. 

Meanwhile I am glad you read 
those modern divines of our nation 
who lived in this age, and were, re;* | 
markable Ibr moderation, and the 
Christian principle of charity and tc^i 
leration. ‘ 

Bo as your genius ; directs you:; 
and if you are virtuous and good^ 
your genius will guide you right. 
But whatever it be, either ancient or 
modern, that you choose or read ; or 
however you change your opinioU'^or 
course of study; communicate, and 
you shall be heard willingly, and ad- 
vised the best I am able. 

1 think your genius has dictated 
right to you about a little pamphlet^ 
which, it seems, is commonly sold 
with the reflections lately writ upon 
it; which, if Short, I would not for 
once debar you from, but have you! 
hear what is pM in answer, lest you 
should seem to yourself mistaken or 
didident as to the truth. For my 
own part, !: cannot but think from 
my heart, that the author of the pam* 
phiet (vrhatever air of humour be 
may give himself, the better to take 
with the polite world) is most sin- 
cere to virtue and religion, and even 
to the interest of our church. Fov 
many of our modern asaertors of t0^| 
leration have seemed to leave liad^ 
titute of what he calls a public: 
ing, or ministry^ which notibu he] 
treats as idere hb^ 

irreligloti. For; in. 

be teR thus tp shi^ ibr it^f, 
witlmut the care and coutitehjamoe^f 
the'^bgtstrs^' ' 

,er, 

, -thittk 
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ibhda religkm, or how it is defended, 
lifit be not in their way. ^They cry 
mit upon a deluge of sc|&j^ticisni 
breaking out and overwhelming us, 
in this witty knowing age ; an# yet 
they will allow no remedy proper in 
the casO, no application to the world 
in i more genteel, polite, open, and 
h?ee;war- They for their parts (wit- 
ness- A— — r-y against . the good . 

have asserted virtue 
upon baseti iwinGiples, abd more false 
and destructive by far# than Epicu- 
rus, Democritus, Aristippus^; or any 
of the ancient atheists. They have 
subverted^ all moraljity, > all; grounds 
of honesty, n and supplanted the whole 
doctrine of. odr tinder pre** 

tenc© of magnifying rev^ation* 

ftt philosophy give up all fouiq^ 
iatiima, ^1 p^doiples of society, and 
the very best the 

being of a Dehy. if And#, -by the way,; 
this panipblet, . a^iqlr theylare so ; 
fended at, is so stro^f this headi 

that the author assists ih%D@Hy even 
on the foundations of hia innate idea, 
and the power of this notfon even ; 
over atheists themselves^;: and, by the ' 
very concession Of Epicurus ;ai^ that 
sect: Buino mm^e.noWb fv,^ 
to inform me of your reai^hgand of 
now books ; and CM b© Vith you. 


LETTER LXXy. 


,v; ; 

t heakfly ;api^byM youa method 
'SUd' 'desi||^^;''iM €ontinae^'tOi<do 
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The few good book^ of our dUiand Christianity among those who 
vines and moralists, which you have fare entering on the ministerial func* 
discovered by your own sagacity, tion : since the contrary spirit has 
Will serve you both for language and possessed almost the whole priest- 
thought. hood beyond all former fanatics. 

Dr. More’s Bnehiridion Bthkum God send you all true C^hristianity, 
is a right good piece of sound mo- with that temiter, life, and manners, 
rols ; though the doctor himself, in which become it. Farewell, 
other English pieces, could not abide 
by it, but made differeut excursions 

into other regions, and was perhaps LETTER LXXVl. 

as great an enthusiast as any of those 

whom he wrote against, ffowever, JLord Shaftesbury to * 
he was a learned and a good man. 

Remember my former cautions July 

and recommendations, and endea- I believed indeed it was your e\* 
vour above all things to avoid tl»e pecting mo every day at * * * *, tliat 
conceit and pride which is almost prevented vour writing, since you ro- 
uatiiraily inherent to the function ccived orders from the good bishop, 
and calling you are about to under- my lord of Salisbury ; who, as lie had 
take And since we tliink ht to call done more than any man living for 
It priesthood, see that it bo of such a the good and honour of the eliiirch 
kind, as may not make you say or of England and the reformed reli- 
think of yourself in the presence of gion, so he now suffers more than 
another tliat you are holier than he. any man from the tongues and hliui- 
It is a solemn part; but see and be- dor of those ungrateful cluircliinen : 
ware that the Mileiunity do not abuse who may well call themselves by that 
you. And remember, that He, whom single term of distinction, ha\m!f no 
you own to be your master and legis- clauii to that of Christianity or Fro- 
lator. made no laws relating to civil testant, since they have thrown ofl* 
Or interfering with it. So that all the temper of the former, and all 
all the pre-eminence, wealth, or pen- concern or interest with the latter, 
sion, which you receive, or ex|>ectto> 1 hope whatever advice tht^ great 
receive, by help of this assumed cha* and go^ bishop gave you will sink 
ractor, is from the public, whence deeply into your mind : and that your 
both the authoniy and profit is dc- receiving orders from the hands of 
rived j and on which it legally de- so worthy a prelate will bo one* of the 
pends; all oilier pretmiaions of priests otrcumstanccs which may help to 
being Jewish and heathenish, and in Insuro your steadiness in honesty, 
our state si^ditious, disloyal, and fac- gr^ principles, moiicration, and true 
licKis; such as is that spirit which Christianity; which arc now set at 
now roigns in our univorstttes, and naught and at defiance by the far 
whom high churclMneu (as they greater part and numbers of that 
are eaUe4|| prevalent Bat to body of clergy called the C/hurch of 

this (thahiljt tw parliamenl, in- Engiattd ; who no more esteem them- 

instont^ gives a selvas e church, or in 

check, hy iweieaeiihtg aj^inat Dr union with those of Protestant com- 
imdi advaitchttg Mr. H— — munion ; though fbey protend to the 
■ Ui you. name of Christiaiv, and wo«W have 

f hWiClod bless US judge of tim ^rit of Ohrieti- 

ymdios and Never was anity froM theirs : wiikb Ood pro- 

of i|t spirtt hf inodorathmlvont ! hu |[00d men should in time 
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^rsakc Christianity through their 
means. > 

As for my part of kindness and 
friendship to yoli, I shall be suf^ 
cieutly recompensed, if you prove 
(as you have ever promised) a virtu- 
ous, pious, sober, and studious man, 
as becomes the solemn charge be- 
longing to you. But you have been 
brought into the world, and eome in- 
to orders, in the worst times for in- 
solence, riot, pride, and presuniptlon 
of clergymen that J ever knew, or 
have read of ; though I have search- 
ed far into the characters of high 
churchmen from the first centuries, 
in which they grew to be dignified 
with crowns and purple, to the late 


times of our reformation^ to our 
present age, \ ! 

The tlmrough knowledge you have 
had of me, and the direction of all 
my studies and life to the promotion 
of religion, virtue, and the good of 
mankind, will (1 hope) be St some 
good example to you; at least it Will 
be a hinderaace to your being sOr 
dttoed by In&mies and calumnies; * 
such as are thrown upon the men 
called moderate, and in their stylo 
indifieront in religion, heterodox, and 
heretical. , 

I pray God to bless you in your now 
junction with all the true virtue, humi- 
lity, moderation, and meekness, which 
I becomes it. I am your Imarty friends 



BOOK THK THIRD. 
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FROM MB POPE AND IHS FRIENDS 


LETTFER L 

Mr, JPtfpe to Mr. Wpekerb!/. j 

Bmfield, in Winibor PoteM, Dee «!, ITM* 
It WHS tertunl; a great eatis* 
fiiAtiou to me to hoe and converep 
mth a man, whom in hSs writings I 
had to long known with pleasure; 
but It waa a high addition to it to 
hear you, at our rery first meeting, 
doing jjUsDce to our dead Iricnd Jm 
Dryden. I was not so happy as to 
know him : Vir^lium tantum 
Had T been born early enough, 
must hare known and lored him; 
fi>r I itose been atoured, not only by 
y^anwlf, but by Mr. Congreva and 
sir Williain IVombal, that his 
Mpgfil ttnalitios were as amiable as lus 
Metkati, nutwitlistiindtng tfao many 
iibelloufi ibainiatttohtntions of them, 
tpjgat artwh toi fiwner of these 
ha»l|iiM me he wti] one 
day Itof^ptoethose 


ys* sdiWsdiFthmWikb 


t lhammihtowi 


i^urieB were begun by the violence 
of |iarty ; but it is no doubi they w<‘i e 
continued by envy at his success and 
fame. And those scribblers, who at- 
tacked him in his latter times, wen^ 
only like gnats m a summer’s even- 
ing^ which are never very trouble- 
some but m the finest and most glo- 
rious season ; but his firpt hke tlie 
sun's, shined clearest towards the 
setting. 

You must not therefore imagine, 
that when you told me roy own p<‘r- 
romances were above tliose critics, I 
was so vain as to believe it: and yet 
1 may not be so humble as to think 
mjfseif quite below their notice. Foi 
critics, as they are birds of prey, lisvi- 
ever a natural inclmation to canioti, 
and though such poor writers as I 
are but beggars, no beggar is so jhkr 
bt*t be can keep a cur* and no authoi 
IS so beggarly but he can keep a cri- 
tic. X am far from thinking the at- 
tacks of sitch people eulier any ho- 
nour or dislionmir even to me, much 
less to Mr. Drytlloii. I agree with 
you, that whatever lessor wit's have 
^riseu since bis deiUb. ate hut like 
Mam appearing whenXne sun isset ; 
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that twinkle only in his absence, and 
with the rays they have borrowed 
from him. Our wit (as^you call it) 
is but reflection or imitation, there- 
fore scarce to be called ours« True 
wh, I believe, may be defined a juet- 
nes$ of thought and a focility of 
expression ; or (in the mid wives* 
phrase) a perfect conception, with an 
easy delivery. However, 
from a complete definition. Fray 
help me to a better, as 1 doubt not 
you can. 1 am, 


LETTER H. 

Mr, Pope to Mr* Wyckerhy^ 
Mai^ 25, 1705. 


says,* if you find any pleasure in 
them, it must be such as a man na- 
'tiiraliy takes in observing the first 
shoots and buddings of a tree which 
he has raised hhnseff : and it is im- 
po^ible they should be esteemed any 
otharwiso than as we value fruits for 
beii^ early, which nevertheless arc 
the most insipid, and tlie worst of 
the year. Ii^.a word, I must blame 
you treating me with so much 
compliment, which is at best but the 
smoke of friendship. 1 neither write 
Inpr converse with you to gain your 
praise, but your Action. Be so 
much my friend as to appear my ene- 
my, and to tell me my faults, if not 
as a young man, at least as an inex- 
perienced writer, 1 am, 


When I write to you, I foresee a 
long letter, and ought to beg your 
patience beforehand ; for if it proves 
the longest it will be of course thej 
worst I have troubled you witljiw Yet, 
to express my gratitude at large for 
your obliging letter is not more my 
duty than my interest, as some peo- 
ple will abundantly thank you : for 

one piece of kindness, to put you in- . v. - « 

mind of bestowing another- Thejl separate frqm all thp r^thstt para- 
more favourable you are to me, the grA]^ or two in which ybu make-me 
more distinctly I see my Ihulis : ^ts so Warm an offer Of |0ur fr>ndpip. 
and blemishes, you know,^ are never Wcije I possessed of that; it wo^d 
so plainly discovered as in the btightn put an end to all those spee^hhs with 
est sunshine. Thus I am Which ^ now make inel^ush; ihd 

by those commendationa which weiS change them wholes^e Jadvjc^ 
designed, fo encourage me ; for 

^ L ^ ^ 


;Ap|;ii;3o, iw 

\ Ii ^pnirtot epnfo^ ydd ^ 
inUCi give pie leave at once to wave 
^ youV Compliments, andto c^i^ 
only thte in general from th^V that 
your 4 caign ^ to encodrif^ me : but 


to a young wit 

der nower; if it be modei^tely 
stowed, it cheers and i^vi^ I' 
toolavishi: 
ea him. 
are 




. . . ^ . 'depn 

ost penin ye^/^^thdy' ,, 

. If ^discourhgem' <jf'- youth; :that' f ^ ^ 
are ate'.^'old that; -bcing;paP' :forfear,^^ 
lparing;.thetp«cives, ; - ■- ■, 

you^' - idknp’ ' to-'. doi^shV' 
them; but^, an if not Chough the low 

to have.ont4bnc.::;ni|Swf ,cd^ 
wit, :;yo» wai 

nat|pc foo; " 


& 


?at;'.'pei?-‘. ^ 
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Bdmo dispositions Jn them which we 
: , feel in ourselves. This is but. self* 
love et tlie bottom ; whereas the af* 
fection betwixt people of difi^ent 
^es cannot well bp. so, the inclina- 
tions of such being commonly vari* 
pus. The friehdsmp of two young 
men is oden occasioned by love of 
plpasuTp or ^olttptupusness, each be* 
mg dcaiio^s fox his own sake of onej 
to aissisi W encourage him /in the 
course he pursues : as that of two old, 
men is frequently on the score of| 
some profit, lucre, or design upon 
others. Now, as a yohng man, who 
is less aequaintpd with the ways of 
the wprld, has in all probability less 
of interest 5 aiid an old man, who may 
; be. weary of himself, has, or should 
have, less of s^f-love?^*^ the ittend^ 
sfcip between 

be* true, and ttnmhced with too mpoh 
self-rregard.i i Ohe may add to: , mis, 
that speh i»] of i greater 

use and; 'advanipge to both y i fiiir the 
old .10^0 wi|][ .|row gay and agreeable 
to please ' the young one,; and , the 
young man' more discreet ^aiwi ipm*^: 

, dent by the help of the ^d; mm 5 so 
it miay prove a curb of those epidemk 
|;pal diseasea pf age and youth, sour*^ 
'iie!^/ahd,im,adbe$s.-’:.T,h^^ you will 
lidt nppd Why argutnents to^ coa^l 
yihph ypiti : of the possibility of t\mt 
one alone abundantly satisfies ' me, 
and bphvioccs the heart ; which is, 
th^ youpgas i am, and old as you 
; arp ; your entirely 








rest. I find no other difference thai 
this, betwixt the common town wits 
and Jhe downright country fools 
that the first are pertly in the wrong 
with a little more Nourish and gaiety 
and the last neither in the right noi 
the wrong, but confirmed in a stupic 
settled medium betwixt both. How- 
ever, .methinks, these are mcMst in tin 
right, , who quietly and easily resigi 
themselves over to the gentle reigt 
of dulness, which the wits must do a 
last, though after a great deal of noisi 
and resistance. Ours are a sort ol 
modest inoffensive people, who nci 
ther have sense, nor pretend to any 
but enjoy a jovial sort of dulness 
they are commonly known in tin 
world by the name of Ilouest, Civi 
Gentlemen: they live, much as- the} 
ride, at random; a kind of hunting 
life, pursuing with earnestness anc 
haz^ord something not worth tin 
catching ; never in the way, nor on 
of it. I cannot but prefer solttudo tr 
the company of all these ; for thougl 
a man’s self may possibly be tlu 
worst fellow to converse wuth in the 
world, yet one virould think the com 
patiy of a person wdiom we have tht 
greatest regard to and affection for 
cpuld not be very unpleasant. Aa i 
man in love , with a mistress desire.' 
no conversaiion but hers, so a man iu 
love with himself (as mostjUien are] 
may be best pleased whhbisown. jBe 
V if most usefu* 

^nosv;}edgo be the knowledge of our- 
inlyesi . splitade, conducing moSst tc 
make «» locking ourselves, should be 
^0 mo^t inatruetive state of life. Wc 
Ipeepp^lpgnforoci^ mei 

i^ho, ibr t|m sake of ;tho cireomstantia] 
partj,iaitd ?ner^ outside of. life, have 
heed hflf their . daiys rahablmg ont of 
tlmir iimt ought to be sent in 

"lhemseJyos- 6 vei 
usually' 

'.fiistead’'i 34 '*bei|ig;^ at their com- 

by 'be 

riWI- iwkfedW:Simy' baids.' ttoJwCuld natu. 
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rally follow what they arc meant for. different from what they were before. 
Jn a word, if a man be a coxcomb. Pray let me know your mind in this, 
aolitude is his best school ; and if he for 1 am utterly at a loss. Yet I 
be a fool, it is his best sanctuary. have tried what I could do to some 
These are good reasons for my of the songs, and the poems on La- 
own stay here ; but 1 wjsh I could ziness and Ignorance ; but cannot 
give you any for your coming hither, (even in my own partial judgment) 
except that I earnestly invite you ; and think my alterations much to the 
yet I cannot help saying I have suf- purpose; so that I must needs desire 
fered a great deal of discontent that you would apply your care wholly at 
you do not come, though T so little present to those which are yet un- 
merit that you sliould. published, of which there are more 

1 iTHAst complain of the shortness than enough to make a considerable 
of your last. Those who have most volume, of full as good ones ; nay, I 
wit, like those who have most mo- believe of better than any in Vol. I, 
ney, are generally most sparing of which I could wish you would defer, 
either. at least till you have finished these 

that are yet unprinted. 

I send you . a sample of some few 
LETTER V. of these ; namely, the verses to Mr. 

Waller in his old age ; your new ones 
Mr. Popt to Mr. Wycherley, on the duke of Marlborough, and two 

others. I have done all that I thought 
April 10, 1706. could be of advantage to them : some 
By one of yours of the last month, I bave contracted, as we do sun- 
you d( 3 sirc me to select, if possible, beams, to improve their energy and 
some things from the first voluihe of foroe : sotne I have taken quite away, 
your Miscellanies,* which may be al- we take branches from a tree to 
lered so as to appear again. I doubt- add to the fruit ; others I have en- 
ed your meaning in this : whether it tirely new expressed, and turned 
was to pick out the best of those ntore into poetry. Donne (like one 
verses (as those on the Idleness of of his successors) had infinitely more 
Business, on Tgnorance, on Laziness, wit than he wanted yersificatioii ; for 
to make the method and nura- Ibe great dealers of wit, like those in 
bers exact, and avoid repetitions, trade, take least pains to set off their 
For though (upon reading them on goods; while the haberdashers of 
this occasion) I believe they might decorations or 

receive such an alteration with ad- ornaments. You have commissioned 
vantage, yet they would not be to paint your shop ; and I have 
changed so much hut any one would host to brush you up like 

know them for the same at first sight* neighbours.* But X can no 

Or if you mean to improve the worst wtore pretend to tbo merit of the pro- 
pieces ; which are sUch as, to render duction than a midwife to the virtues 
them very good, would require great good qaalFties of the child she 
addition, and admost the entire new helps into the light, 
writing of them. Or, lastly, if you The few things I have eritirely 
mean the middle sort, as tht- Songs, added, you will excuse: you may 
and Love-verses : for these will need 
only to be shortened to omit repeti- t SwraWMr 
tion ; the words remaining very little 

* Primed in folio, in th« year 1704, 

, imixed late. 

Voi,. iir. Nos. 41 &. 42. 


. Pope^s very easy , to be 
bn fottrtd k dte Jtesihumoiis 
iterley 'f ’ Pdjteiw, partiritilarly 
, oa' Uie .PUbaiiEiv itnd tlic 


N 
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take them lawfully for your own, be- this letter. The Poem is now di- 
causc they are no more than sparks vided into four parts, marked with 
lighted up by your fire : and you may the literal figures 1,2,3, 4. The 
omit them at last, if you think them first .contains the Praise of Dulncss ; • 
but squibs in your triumphs* I am, and shows how upon several suppo- 
se. sitions it passes for, 1, religion ; 2, 

philosophy; 3, example; 4, wit; 
and, 5, the cause of wit, and tlie end 
LETTER VI. of it. The second part contains the 

Advantages of Dulness; 1st, in busi- 
Jhfo. Pope to Mr. Wychcrlty* ness ; and, 2dly, at court ; wheve the 

similitudes of the bias of a bowl, and 
Nov. ao, 1707. the weights of a clock, arc^irectly 
Mr. Englefield, being upon his jour- tending to the subject, though iiitro- 
ney to London, tells me 1 must write duced befote in a place where there' 
to you by him, which I do, not more was no mention made of those ad- 
to comply with his desire than to gra- vantages (which was your only ob- 
tify my own ; though I did it so late- jection to my adding them). The 
ly by the messenger you sent hither: third contains the Happiness of f)ul- 
I take it too as an opportunity of ness in all stations ; and shows, -in a 
sending you the fair copy of the poem great many particulars, that it is so 
on Dulness,* which was not then fortunate as to be esteemed some good 
finished, and which 1 should not care quality or otlier in all sorts of people : 
to hazard by the common post. Mr. that it is thought quiet, sense, can- 
Englefield is ignorant of the coii-[tion, policy, prudence, majesty, va- 
lents; andl hope your prudence will lour, circumspection, honesty, «S6C. 
let him remain so, or my sake no The fourth part I have wholly added, 
less than your own : since, if you as a climax which sums up all the 
should reveal any thing of this na* praise, advantage, and happiness of 
ture, it would be no wonder reports Dulness in a few words, and strength- 
shouM be raised, and there are those ens them hy the opi>osition of "the 
(I fear) who -would be ready to im- disgrace, disadvantage, and unhap- 
prove them to my disadvantage. J piness of wit, with which it con- 
am sorry you told tho great man, eludes. 

whom you met in the court of re- Though the whole be as short 
quests, that your papers were in my again as at first, there is not one 
hands. No man alive shall ever thought omitted, but wdiat is a repe- 
know any such thing from mo, and I tition of something in your first vo-, 
give you this warning besides; that lume, or in this very paper. v 

though yourself sliould say I had any droughts are contracted, whef<l''itlley 
ways assisted you, I am notwith- seemed encompassed with too many 
standing resolved to deny it, words ; and some new expressed, or 

The method of the copy I send added, where I thought there wanted 
you is very,, different firom what it heightening (asayou will see particu- 
was, and ihmcli more regular : for the larly in the simile of the clock- 
better help oCyowr memory, I desire weightsf) ; and the versification 
you io CWpailfO it? by figures in throughout is, I believe, such as no- 
tbp same in body can be shocked at. The re- 

hi aiifri ii tetg urgs f These two similies, of the bias of a bowl 
‘ woigtiU of a clock, were at lengih pot 

^esico'imo erttnooR of the Doaciad : and tlius we 

have the hidxM'y of Uieir birth, fortunes, and haal 
establishment. 
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pealed permissions you give me of 
dealing freely with you, will (I hope) 
excuse what I have done ; for if I 
have not spared you when 1 thought 
severity would do you a kindness, 
I have not mangled you where 1 
thought there was no absolute need 
of amputation. As to particulars,! 
can satisfy you better when we meet. 
In the mean time, pray write to me 
when you can; you cannot loo of- 
ten . 


LETTER VII. 

Mr, Pope to Mr, Wycherley. 

Nov. 29, 1707. 

The compliments you make me, 
in regard of any inconsiderable ser- 
vice 1 could do you, arc very unkind ; 
and do but tell me, in other words, 
that my friend has so moan an opi- 
nion of me, as to think 1 expect ac- 
knowledgments for trifles ; which, 
upon my faith, I shall equally take 
amiss, whether made to myself or to 
any other. For God’s sake (my dear 
friend) think better of me; and be- 
lieve I desire no sort of favour so 
much as that of serving you more 
considerably than I have yet been 
able to do. 

I .shall proceed in this manner with 
some others of your pieces : but since 
you desire 1 would not deface your^ 
copy for the future, and only mark 
the repetitions, I must, as soon as 1 
have marke<l these, transcribe what 
is lefl on another paper ; and in that 
blot, alter, and add all I can devise 
for their improvement; for you are 
sensible, the omission of repetitions 
is but one, and the easiest part of 
yours and my design ; there remain- 
ing besides to rectify the method, to. 
connect the matter,^ and tompnd the 
expression and versificafion^ I wffl 
go next upon the poems of Solitude^^ 
on the Public, and on the Mixt Li%' 


the Bill of Fare, the Praises of Ava- 
rice, and some others. 

I must take notice of what you say, 
of “ my pains to make your dulness 
methodical;” and of your hint, “ That 
the sprightliness of wit despises me- 
thod.” This is true enougli, if by 
wit' you mean no more than fancy or 
conceit; but in the better notion of 
wit, considered as propriety, surely 
method is not only necessary for per- 
spicuity and harmony of parts, but 
gives beauty even to the minute and 
particular thoughts, which receive 
an additional advantage from those 
which precede or follow in their due 
place. You remember a simile Mr. 
Dry den used in conversation, of fea- 
thers in the crowns of the wild In- 
dians ; which they npt only choose 
for the beauty of their colours, but 
place them in such a manner as to 
reflect a lustre on each other. 1 will 
not disguise any of my sentiments 
from you : to methodize, in your 
cose, is full as necessary as to strike 
out ; otherwise you had better de- 
stroy the whole frame, and reduce 
them into single thoughts in prose, 
like Rochefoucault, as I have more 
than once hinted to you. 

■* 

LETTER VIII. 

Mr, Pope to Mr. Wycherley 

April 15 , 1710. 

I received your most extreme kind 
letter but just now. It found me 
over those papers you mention, which 
have been my employment ever since 
Easter Monday : I hope before Mi- 
chaelmas to have discharged my task, 
wlxich, upon the word of a Iriend, is 
the most pleasing one I could be put 
upon. Since you are so neat going 
into Shropshire (whither I shall not 
cate to wsite of this matter, for fbar 
of the miscarriage of letters), 1 
must desire your leave you a 

plain and sincere accouxlt of what I 



IBO 

have found from a more serious ap- 
plication to them. Upon comparison 
with the former volume, I find much 
more repeated than I till now ima-i 
gined, as well as in the present vo- 
lume ; which, if (as you told me last) 
you would have me dash over with a 
line, will deface the whole copy ex- 
tremely, and to a degree that (1 fear) 
may displease you. I have every- 
where marked in the margins the 
page and line, both in this and 
the other part. But if you order me 
not to cross the lines, or would any 
way else limit my commission, you 
will oblige me by doing it in your 
next letter ; for I am at once equally 
fearful of sparing you, and of offend- 
ing you by too impudent a correc- 
tion. Hitherto, however, I have 
crossed them so as to be legible, be- 
cause you bade me. When I think 
all the repetitions are struck out in a 
copy, I sometimes find more upon 
dipping in the - first volume ; and the 
number increases so much, that 1 
believe more shortening will te re- 
quisite than you may willing to 
bear with, unless you are in good 
earnest resolved to have no thought 
repeated. Pray forgive this freedom, 
which as .1 must be sincere in this 
case, , $0 t could not but take ; and 
Jet me know if I am to go on at tliis 
rate, or if you would prescribe any 
other method. 

I am very glad you continue your 
resolution of seeing me in my her- 
mitage this summer. The sooner 
you return, the sooner I shall be hap-; 
py ; which indeed my want of any i 
company that is entertaining or es-i 
teemable, , together with frequent in- 
firmities and pains, hinder me from 
being in your absence. It is {1 am 
sure) a re^ trqth^ tliat my sickness 
me weary of my- 
self -J, w|ifh andl 

ahalf waiii no eom^ny hm yours, 
.whqn you are ;here. ‘ 

' You ^ freely and with how 
little care I talk, rather thin write to 
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you. This is one of the many ad- 
vantages of friendship, that one can 
say to one’s friend the things that 
stand in need of pardon, and at the- 
same time be sure of it. Indeed, I 
do not know whether or no the let- 
ters of friends are the worse for be- 
ing fit for none else to read. It is an 
argument of the trust reposed in a 
friend’s good-nature, when one writes 
such things to him as require a good 
portion of it, 1 have experienced 
I yours so often and so long, that I can 
t now no more doubt of the greatness 
of it than I hope you do of the great- 
ness of my affection, or of the since- 
rity with which I am, <5kc. 


LETTER IX. 

Mr. Pope to Mr. Wpeherkp, 

May 10, 1710. 

I am sorry you persist to take ill 
my not accepting your invitation, and 
to find (if I mistake not) your excep- 
tion not unmixed with some suspi- 
cion. Be certain 1 shall most care- 
fully observe your request, not to 
cross over, or deface the copy of your 
papers for the future, and only to 
mark in the margin the repetitions. 
But as this can serve no farther than 
to get rid of those repetitions, and no 
way rectify the method, nor connect 
the matter, nor improve the poetry in 
expression or numbers, without far- 
ther blotting, adding, and altering ; 
so it really is my Opinion and desire, 
that you shall take your papers out 
of my hands into your own, and that 
no alterations may be made but when 
both of Us are present; when you 
may be satisfied with every blot, as 
well as every addition, and nothing 
be put upon the papers but what you 
i shall give your own sanction and as- 
sent to at the same time. 

Do not bejisd unjust, as to imagine 
from hence that I would decline any 
part of tkis task; on the contrary, 
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you know^ I have been at the pains 
of transcribing some pieces, at once 
to comply with your desire of not 
defacing the copy, and yet to lose 
no time in proceeding upon the cor- 
rection. I will go on the same way, ; 
if you please ; though truly it is 
(as I have often told you) my sincere 
opinion, that the greater part would 
make a much bettor figure as single 
maxims and reflections in prose, 
after the manner of your favourite 
Rochcfoucault, than inverse;* and 
this, when nothing more is done but 
marking the repetitions in the mar- 
gin, will be an easy task to proceed 
upon, notwithstanding the bad me- 
mory you complain of. I am un-j 
fcigncdly, dear sir, your, &.c. I 


LETTER X. 

Mt\ Pope to IL Cromwell, JUsq. 

March IS, ItOS. 

1 believe it was wi^h me when I left 
the town, as it is with a great many 
men when they leave the world, 
whose loss itself they do not so much 
regret, as that of their friends whoiii 
they leave behind in it. For I do 
not know one thing fur which I can 
envy London, but for your continuing 
there. Yet 1 guess you w^ill expect 
me to recant this expression, when I 
toil you that Sappho (by which hea- 
thenish iiaine you have christened a 
very orthodox lady) did not accom- 
pany me into the country. Well, 
you have your lady in the town sftill, 
and I have my heart in the country 
still, which, being wholly uneinploy- 

* Mr, Wycherley live<l five yeArs after, te 
December 1715; but tittle progress ixiude 
in Ibis ticsigu, through his old age, and the in< 
crease of his infirmities* However;, some of the 
verses which had been toadied by Mr. IP* whh 
ccviii of these maxitas in prose* wtire 
armwff his papers, virhich, having iha misfi>rtuii)e 
to fau iiiio the hands of a Uftercenary, worn 
Tuiblishad in ITfiSi, in Octavo, tpider the title of 
The Ponbumous Works of W. Wyclierlpy, 
Esq, ‘ f 


ed as yet, has the more room in it 
for my friends, and does not want a 
corner at your service. You have 
extremely obliged me by your frank- 
ness and kindness ; and if I have 
abused it by too much freedom on 
my part, I hope you will attribute it 
to the natural openness of my tem- 
per, which hardly knows how -to 
show respect where it feels affection. 

I would love my friend, as my mis- 
tress, without ceremony; and hope 
a little rough usage sometimes may 
not be more displeasing to the one 
than it is to the other. 

If }^ou have any curiosity to know 
in what manner I live, or rather lose 
a life, Martial will inform you in one 
line: 

Prandeo, poto, cano. ludo, lego, coeno, quicsco.f 

Every day with me is literally ano- 
ther yesterday, for it is exactly the 
Same : it has the same business, 
which is poetry ; and the same plea- 
sure, which is idleness. A man 
niigni indeed jiass his time much 
better, but I question if any man 
could pass it much easier. If you 
will visit our shades this spring, 
which I very much desire, 3 rou may 
perhaps instruct rne to manage my 
game more wisely ; but p.t present I 
am satisfied to trifle away my tiriic 
any way, rather than let it stick by 
trie ; as shop-keepers are glad to be 
rid of those goods at any rate, which 
would otherwise always be lying 
upon their hands. 

Sir, If you will favour me some- 
times with your letters, it 'Vill be A 
great satisihction to me on several 
! accounts and on this in particular, 
that it will show me (to my comfort) 
that even a wish man is sbrnetitnes' 
very idle; for so you neeAl' ittttitl 
be, when you can find leiSDUfc to 
write to yottir, &c. ; ^ , 

^ ' 'i/s' .V ' , 

t I diiic, drink, swig, «ap, and 
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LETTER XI. 


Mr. Pope to JL Cromwell^ Esq. 

November 1, 1708. 

I have been so well satisfied with 
the country ever since I saw you, 
that I have not once thought of the 
town, nor inquired of any one in it 
besides Mr. Wycherley and yourself. 
And from him I understand of your 
journey this summer into Leicester- 
shire ; from whence I guess you are 
returned by this time to your old 
apartment in the widow’s corner, to 
your old business of comparing cri- 
tics, and reconciling commentators, 
and to your old diversions of losing 
a game at piquet with the ladies, 
and half a play, or a quarter of a 
play at the theatre : where you are 
none of the malicious audience, but 
the chief of amorous spectators ; and 
for the infirmity of one 'sense,* 
which there,, foi' the most part, could 
only serve to disgust you, enjoy the 
vigour of another, wluch ravishes 
you. 

You knew, when one sense is suppresi, 
ft but retires into the rest, 


according to the poetical, not the 
loarned, Podwell i who has done one 
thing worthy of eternal memory ; 
wrote two lines in his life that are 


hot nonsense I So you have the ad- 
vantage of being entertained with all 
the beauty of tlic boxes, without be- 
ing troubled with any of the dulness 
oftlie stage. You are so good a 
critic, that it is the greatest happiness 
of the modern poets that you do not 
Wr their works ; and next, that you 
are pot »o Wrraht a critic as to dapin 


them (like the rest) without hearing. 
But now^l[ talk of those critics, I 
have g©^ to you concern- 
ing myself' ‘ftw; you 

ehowld congratuktfe it is 

^|M|tt||jbcyoiid all 

^■Prar';a^l^Ve-,my,'de)wents^' t Bavo 


been most mercifully reprieved by 
the sovereign power of Jacob Ton- 
on, from being brought forth to pub- 
lic punishment ; and respited from 
time to time from the hands of those 
barbarous executioners of the Muses, 
whom I was just now speaking of 
It often happens, that guilty poets, 
like other guilty criminals, when 
once they are known and proclaimed, 
deliver themselves into the hands of 
justice, only to prevent others from 
doing it more to their disadvantage ; 
and not out of any ambition Ic 
spread their lame, by being executed 
in the face of the world, which is a 
fame but of short continuance. That 
poet were a happy man who could 
but obtain a grant to preserve his for 
ninety-nine years; for those names 
very rarely last so many days, which 
arc planted either in Jacob Tonson's, 
or the ordinary of Newgate’s Mis- 
cellanies. 

I have an hundred things to say 
to you, which shall be deferred till I 
have the happiness of seeing you in 
town, for the season now draws on 
that invites every body thither. 
Some of them 1 had communicalod 
to you by letters before this, if I had 
not been uncertain where you pas.sed 
your time the last season ; so much 
fine weather, 1 doubt not, has given 
you ell the pleasure you could desire 
from the country, and your own 
thoughts the best company in it. 
But nothing could allure Mr. Wy- 
cherley to oar forest : he continued 
(m you told me long since he would) 
aii obstinate lover of the town, in 
^ite of friendship and fair weather. 
Therefore, henceforward, to all those 
considerable qualities 1 know you 
{>osse$sed of, 1 shall add that of pro- 
phecy* But I still believe Mr. Wy- 
cherley’s ;^ntehtions were good, and 
am satisfi^ that be promises no- 
thing btot with a real design to per- 
form H : how much soever his other 
excellent qualities are above my imi- 
tation, Jbis sincerity, I hope, is not; 
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and it is with the utmost that 1 am, 
sir, d^c. 

LETTER XII. 

Mr, Pope to H, Cromwell, 

Mareh 7, 1709. 

You had long before this time been 
troubled with a Unter from me, but 
that r deferred it till I could send you 
cither the Miscellany,* or my conti- 
nuation of the version of Statius. The 
first I imagined you might have had 
before now ; but since the contrary 
has happened, you may draw this 
moral from it, that authors in general 
are nioro ready to write nonsense 
than booksellers are to publish it. 

I had 1 know not what extraordi- 
nary flux of rhyme upon me for three 
days together, in which time all the 
verses you .see added, have been 
written ; which I tell ^ ou, that you 
may more freely bo severe upon 
them. It is a mercy I do not as- 
sault you with a numbtiruf original 
sonnets and epigrams, which our 
modern bards put forth in the spring- 
time, in as great abundamxi as trees 
do blossoms, a very few whereof ever 
come to be fruit, and please no long- 
er than just in their birth. They 
make no less haste to bring their 
floWor.s of wit to the press, than gar- 
deners to bring their other flowers 
to the market, which if they cannot 
get off their hands in the morning 
arc sure to die before night,. Thus 
the same reason that furnishes Co- 
ven t-garden with those nosegays you 
so delight in, supplies the Muses, 
Mercury, and British Apollo (not to 
say Jacob’s Miscellanies) with verses. 
And it is the happiness, of this age; 
that tlio modern invention of print- 
ing poems for pence apiece, ha^ 

Jacob TtHAsoR'fl 6ixth bf Fo0.tioiU 

Miscellanies, in wbich Wlr. Fastor^Ui, 

and some verslbiisof liQin0|r and Chaucer, w««5e 
hrst printed. 0 . 
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brought the nosegays of Parnassus 
to bear the same price ; whereby the 
public-spirited Mr. Henry Hills, of 
Blackfriars, has been the cause of 
great ease and singular comfort to 
all the learned, who, never over- 
abounding in transitory coin, should 
not be discontented (methinks) even 
though poems were distributed gra- 
tis about the streets, like Banyan’s 
sermons and other pious treatises, 
usually published in a like volume 
and character. 

The time now drawing nigh, when 
you used with Sappho to cross the 
water in an evening to Spring-gar- 
den, I hope you will have a fair op- 
portunity of ravishing her ; — I mean 
only (as Old Fox in the Plain Dealer 
says) through the ear, with your 
well-penned verses. I wish you all 
the pleasure which the season and 
the nymph can afford ; the best com- 
pany, the best coffee, and the best 
news you can desire' ; and what more 
to wish you than this, 1 do not kuow : 
unless it be a great deal of patience 
to read and examine the verses I 
send you ; I promise you in return 
a great deal of deference to your 
judgment, and an extraordinary obe- 
dience to your sentiments for the 
future (to wbich you know I have 
been sometimes a little refractory). 
If you will please to begin where 
you left off last, and mark the mar- 
gin, as you have done in the pages 
immediately before (which you will 
find corrected to your sense smee 
your last perusal), you will extreme- 
ly oblige me and improve my trans- 
lation. Besides those places which 
may deviate from tho sense of the 
author, it would l>e very kind in you 
to observe ^y deficiencies in the dic- 
tion or numbers. ''J’ho hiatus in 
partioula)( I Would avojd as mubh 
as possible, to which you are ceh^in- 
ly in tW right to be a profe^ed 
enemy? though I con&sa, 1 could 
not think" it possibly at ;ali times to 
be avoided by any til] I found 
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by reading Malherbe lately, that ever seen those fair eyes which knew 
there is scarce any throughout his me so well, and was utterly at a loss 
poems. 1 thought your observation how to address myself; till with a 
true enough to bo passed into a rule, great deal of simplicity and inno* 
but not a rule without exceptions, cence she let me know (even before 
nor that it ever had been reduced to I discovered my ignorance) that she 
practice ; but this example of one of was the daughter of one in our 
the most correct and best of their neighbourhood lately married, w'ho, 
poets has undeceived me, and con- having been consulting her physi- 
firnis your opinion very strongly, and cians in town, was returjiing into 
much more than Mr. Dryden*s au- the country, to try what good air and 
thority, who, though he made it a a husband could do to recover her. 
rule, seldom observed it. Your, ficrc. My father, you must know, has some- 
times recommended the study of 
physic to me, but I never had any 
LETTER XIII. ambition to be a doctor till this in- 

stant. 1 ventured to prescribe some 
Mr. Pope to H, Cromwell, Esq. frwit (which 1 happened to have in 

the coach), which being forbidden 
July 17, I709i her by her doctors, she had the more 
The morning after 1 parted from inclination to. In short, I tempted, 
you, I found myself (as 1 had pro- and she ate ; nor was I more like 
phesied) all alone, in an uneasy the devil than she like Eve. Hav- 
stage-coach ; a doleful change from ing the good success of the Ibresaid 
that agreeable comjpany I enjoyed tempter before my eyes, I put on the 
the night before I without the least gallantry of the old serpent, and, in 
hope of entertainment but from my spite of my evil form, accosted her 
last recourse in such cases, a book, with all the gaiety 1 was master of; 
I then began to enter into acquain- which had so good an effect, that in 
tanoe with your moralists, and had less than an hour she grew pleasant ; 
just received firoiii them some cold her colour returned, ^d she was 
consolation for the inconveniences pleased to say my prescription had 
of this life, and the uncertainty of wrought an immediate cure. In a 
human affairs, when I perceived my word, I had the pleasantest journey 
vehicle to stop, and heard from the imaginable. 

side of it the dreadful news of a sick Thus far (methinks) my letter has 
woman preparing to enter it. It is sometliing of the air of romance, 
not easy to guess at my mortiftca- though it be true. But I hope you 
tion ; but being so well fortified with will look on what follows as the 
philosophy, t stood resigned with a greatest of truths, that I think my- 
stotoa^ constancy to enduto the worst self extremely obliged by you in all 
of evijs, a sick woman. I was a points; especially for your kind and 
little td fini^, by her voice honourable information and advice 

and dress, that she vras yohng aiud a in a matter of the utmost concern 
gentlewdtoah;? but no sbpner: was to me, which 1 shall ever acknow- 
her hood removed, but I saw one of ledge as the' highest proof at once of 
the finest; Acds J dW and tour frientlihip, justice, and sincer- 

to increase ; toy Hy, At the; same time be assured, 

salute me' i>y toy' gentleman we ^ke of shall 

tot 'never, byi'.any .alteration . in me, dis- 
H||[|g toe th#’ cover my ktowl^ge of Ins mistake; 

ftog'iVmg of which is the 
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uuly kind of return I can possibly 
make him for so many favours : and 
I may derive this pleasure at least 
^,froni itj that whereas I must other- 
wise have been a little uneasy to 
know my incapacity of returning liis 
obligations, I may now, by bearing 
his frailty, exercise my gratitude and 
frieijclship more than himself either 
is or perhaps ever will be sensible 
of. 

But in one thing, I must confess 
you have yourself obliged me more 
than any man ; w^hich is, that you 
Jiave sliowed me many of my faults, 
to w'hich as you arc the more an im- 
placable enemy, by so much the 
more are you a kind friend to me. 
1 could be proud, in revenge, to 
find a few slips in your verses, which 
I r(;ad in l^ondon, and since in the 
country, with more application and 
pl(ia.sure ; the thoughts are very just, 
nrjd you are sure not to let them suf- 
ier by the versification. If you 
would oblige me with the trust of 
any thing of yours, 1 should be glad 
to execute any commissions you 
would give me concerning them. I 
am here so perfectly at leisure, that 
nothing would be so agreeable an 
fuitertainincnt to me j but if you 
will not afford me that, do not deny 
me at least the satisfaction of your 
letters as long as we. are absent, if 
you would not have him very un- 
happy, who is very sincerely your, 
A,c. 

Having a vacant space here, 1 willj 
fill it with a short Ode on Solitude,; 
which I. found yesterday by great | 
accident, and which 1 find, by the 
date, was written when 1 was not| 
twelve years old ; that you may per-j 
coive how long I have continued in 
my passion for a rural life, and in| 
tlie same employments of it. j 

Happy ihr, man, whose widi end care 
A few paiernal acres bound, 

Coutenl to breathe his native air 

Qa his own gtottiid. 
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I Whose herds with milk, whose iields W)th l^ead. 
Whose flocks supply him with attire, 
Whose trees in summer yield him shade, 

In winter fittf. 

Blest, who can unconcem'dly lind 

Hours, days, and years slide soft away, 

In health of body, peace of nund, 

Uuict by day. 

Sound sleep by night ; study and case 
'I’ogcther mixed ; sweet recreation 
I And iimoceiice, which most does please, 

I Witli meditatioii. 

Thus lot mo live, unseen, unknown, 

"J'iius, uniaineiited, let me die, 

Steal from the world, and not a stone 

'rdl where I lie. 


LETTER XIV. 

J/r. Pope to 11. Cromwell^ Psq. 

Aug. 19, 1709. 

if 1 were to write to you as often 
as I think of you, my letters would 
be as bad as a rent-charge ; but 
though the one be but too little for 
your good nature, the other would be 
but too much for your quiet, which is 
one blessing good-nature sliould in- 
dispensably receive from mankind in 
return for those many it gives. 1 
have been informed of late, how 
?nuch I am indebted to that quality 
of yours, in speaking well of me in 
ray absence, the only tiling by which 
' you prove yourself no wit nor critic ; 
though indeed I have often thought, 
that a friend will show just as much 
indulgence (and no more) to my 
faults when I arn absent, as lie does 
severity to them tvhen I am present. 
To be very firauk with you, sir, I 
must own, that where I received so 
much civility at first, 1 could hardly 
have expected so much sincerity af- 
terwards. Bnt now 1 have only to 
wish, that tire last were but equsd to 
the first; and that as you have omib* 
ted notlnng to oblige me, so you 
would omit nothing to improve mB, 

1 caused an acquaintance ofi mine 
to inquire twice of your by 

whom 1 have been infbifihed, that you 
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have left your speculative auglo in jects of France do not, in our Post- 
the widow’s eofiee-house, and bid- man, so grievously deplore the obsti- 
ding adieu for some time to all the nacy of their arbitrary monarch, as 
rehearsals, reviews, gazettes, d&c. these perishing people of Drury, th<? 
have marched off into Lincolnshire, obdurate heart of that Pharaoh, Rich, 
Thus I find you vary your life in the who, like him, disdains all proposals 
scene at least, though not in the ac- of peace and accommodation. Se- 
tion ; for though life, for the most veral libels have been secretly affixed 
part, like an old play, be still the to the great gates of his imperial pa- 
same, yet now and then a new scene lace in Bridges-street ; and a memo- 
may make it more entertaining. As rial, representing the distresses of 
for myself, I would not have my life these persons, has been accidentally 
a very regular play, let it be a good dropt (as we are credibly informed 
merry farce, a-G— -d’s name, and a by a person of quality) out of his first 
fig for the critical unities ! For the minister the chief box-keeper’s pock- 
generaiity of men, a true modern life et, at a late conferencfi of the said 
is like a true modern play, neither person of quality and others, on the 
tragedy, comedy, nor farce, nor one part of the confederates, anil his tiic- 
nor all of these ; every actor is much atrical majesty on his own part. Of 
better known by hLs having the same this you may expect a copy, as ' soon 
face, than by keeping the same cha- as it shall be transmitted to us from 
racterj for we change oui minds as a good hand. As for the late con- 
often as they can their parts; and he gross, it is here rc^ported, that it has 
who was yesterday Caesar, is to-day not been wholly ineirectual ; but this 
sir John Daw. So that one might wants confirmation ; yet we cannot 
ask the same question of a modern but hope the concurring prayers and 
life, that Rich did of a modern play : tears of so many wretched ladies may 
Pray do me the favour, sir, to in- induce this haughty prince to reason, 
form me, — Is this your tragedy or I am, dt.c. 
your comedy V* 

I have dwelt the longer upon this, 
because I persuade myself it might LETTER XV. 

be useful, at a time when we have no ’ > 

theatre, to divert ourselves at this Mr, Popr. to II. Cromwdlj Esq. 
great one. Hero is a glorious stand- 
ing immedy of fools, at which every 

man is heartily merry, and thinks I had not so long omitted to ex- 
himself an unconcerned spectator, press my acknowle%ttients to you 
This (to our singular comfort) nei- for eo much good nature and friend- 
ther my lord cbaihbeidain nor the ship as you lately showed mej but 
qheen hersetf, can ever shut up, or that I atn but just returned to my 
silence ^wdiile that dflh'nry (alas!) own hermitage, fmm Mr. C’s,, who 
lies dc^liie In the profouhdqst peace; lias done me so many favours, that I 
and the mdaheholy prospe^ of the aih almost inclined to think ray 
nymphs\ yet lingering about its be- friends infect one another, and that 
loved less mov- your conversation with him has made 

iiig thah dames him as oWiging to me as yourself. I 

' Jamenl»ng4yeirf‘’tli^ >mned;;j Ilium? can has a sincere re- 

, 8peci;foy:fdu; and this, I believe, he 

ancimijt, /seats, 'bat fo’,;Sehre has .piartly ' wttracted from me, who 
|yM|^frves;fo of am too you not tq overflow up- 

on - 0iose {'''converse with. But 1 
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must now be contented to converse 
only with the dead of this world* that 
is to say, the dull and obscure, every 
w^ay obscure, in their intellects as 
well as their persons: or else have 
recourse to the living dead, the old 
authors with whom you are so well 
acquainted, even from Virgil down 
to Aulus Gellius, whom I do not 
think a critic by any means to be 
compared to Mr. Dennis ; and I must 
declare positively toi you, that I will 
persist in tills opinion till you become 
a little more civil to Atticus. Who 
could have imagined that ho, who 
had escaped all the rnisiVirtunes of 
his time, unhurt even by the pro- 
scriptions of Antony and Augustus, 
should in these days find an enemy 
more severe and barbarous than those 
tyrants? and that enemy the gentlest 
too, the best-natured of mortals, Mr. 
Cromwell, whom I must in this com- 
pare once more to Augustus ; who 
seemed not more unlike himself, in 
•the severity of one part of his life 
and the clemency of the other, than 
you. I leave you to reflect on this, 
and hope that time (which mollifies 
rocks, and of stiff' things makes lim- 
ber) will turn a resolute critic to a 
gentle reader; and instead of this 
positive, tremendous, new-faShioned 
Mr. Cromwell, restore unto us our 
old acquaintanct?, the soft, benefi- 
cent, and courteous Mr. Cromwell. 

1 expect much, towards the civil- 
izing of you in your critical capacity, 
from the innocent air and tranquiflir 
ty of our forest, when you do me the 
favour to visit it. In the mean time, 
it would do well, by way of prepara- 
tive, if you would duly and constant- 
ly every morning read over a pasto- 
ral of Theocritus or Virgil ; and let 
the lady Isabella put your Macroblus 
and Aulus Gellius somewbere out of 
your way, for a month or so. Who 
knows but travelling and long airing 
in an open field may oontribato more 
successfully to the cooling a critio*8 
severity, than it did to the assuaging 


iof Mr. Ghee’s anger of old ? In these 
fields you will be secure of finding no 
enemy, but the most faithful and af- 
fectionate of your friends, dtc. 


LETTER XVL 

Mr, Pope to XL Ch-omoell^ Bsq, 
May 17, 1710. 

After I had recovered from a dan- 
gerous iUness, which was first con- 
tracted ill tovi^n about a fortnight af- 
ter my coming hither, 1 troubled you 
with a letter, and paper enclosed,* 
which you had bfjen so obliging as to 
desire a sight of when last I saw you ; 
promising me in return some transla- 
tions of yours from Ovid. Since 
when, I have not had a syllable from 
I your hands ; so that it is to be feared, 
that though I have escaped death, I 
have not oblivion. I sliould at least 
have expected you to have finixshed 
that elegy upon me, which you told 
me you were upon the point of be- 
ginning when 1 was sick in London : 
if you will do so much for me first, I 
will give you leave to forget me af- 
terwards; and for ray own part will 
die at discretion, and at my leisure. 
But I fear I must be forced, like ma- 
ny learned authors, to write my own 
epitaph, if 1 would be remembered at 
all. Monsieur de la Fontaine’s would 
fit mo to a hair ; but it is a kind of 
sacrilege (do you think it is not?) to 
steal epitaphs. In my present living, 
dead condition, nothing would be pro- 
iperer than ** Oblitusque meorum, ob- 
llmscenduset ilUe,”t but that unluck- 
ily I cannot forget my friends, and 
the civilities I received from yourself 
|and some others. They say indeed 
it is one quality of generous! mxnda to 
forget the obligations they have con- 

♦ Vurses on Sitencso, in imitation of libe of 
i'Koebester^s poem on Nothing, done at fixvrteen 
I years old. ■ 'v. 

^ Foigelful of my l^gotten by 
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ferred, and perhaps too it may be so 
to forget those on whom they con-| 
ferrcd them; then indeed I must be! 
forgotten to all intents and purposes ; 
I am, it must be owned, dead in a 
natural capacity, according to Mr. 
Biekerstaif ; dead in a poetical capa- 
city, as a damned author ; and dead 
in a civil capacity, as a useless mem- 
ber of the commonwealth. But re- 
flect, dear sir, what melancholy ef- 
fects may ensue, if dead men are not 
civil to one another ! if he who has 
nothing to do himself, will not com- 
fort and support another in his idle- 
ness ; if those, who are to die them- 
selves, will not now and then pay the 
charity of visiting a tomb and a dead 
friend, and strewing a few flowers 
over him. In the shades where I 
am, the inhabitants have a mutual 
compassion for each other ; being all 
alike Inanes:^ W'e saunter to one 
another's habitation, and daily assist 
each other .in doing nothing at all. 
This 1 mention for your edification 
and example, that, all alive as you 
are, you may not sometimes dis- 
dain dcsipert in loea.f Though 

you are no papist, and have not so 
much regard to the dead as to ad- 
dres.s yourself to them (which J 
plainly perceive by your silence) 
yet I hope you are not oiks of 
those heterodox, who hold them to 
be totally insensible of the good 
oflices and kind wishes of their 
living friends, and to be in a dull 
state of sleep, without one dream 
pf tliose they, left behind them. 
If you are, let this letter convince 
you to thie contrary, which as- 
suies yo'if 1/ stilly though in a 
state of youra^ &c. 

?. of pots 

me m -Bcttciv 

$on*s;' o#r have 

'ihk seistonce Ttuly -for/ian ^epi- 


taph, which will serve him as well 
in his moral, as his theatrical ca- 
pacity : 

Vitce bene actoe jucundlssima est recordalio4 


LETTER XVIl. 

Mr. Pope to H. Crwmvell, Esq. 

July 20, 1710. 

I give you thanks for the version 
you sent me of Ovid’s Elegy. It is 
very much an image of that author's 
writing, who has an agrecableness 
that charms us ^vithollt correctness ; 
like a mistress, whose? faults we see, 
but love her with them all. You* have 
very judiciously altered his method 
in some places; and 1 can find no- 
thing which I dare insist upon as an 
error; what I have written in the 
margins being merely guesse.s at a 
little improvement, rather than criti- 
I cisms. I assure you 1 do not expect 
you should subscribe to my private 
notions but when you shall judge 
them agreeable to reason and good 
sense. What I have done is not as 
a critic bi^t as a friend ; I know too 
well how ihany qualities are requisite 
to make the one, and that I want al- 
most all I can reckon up; but 1 am 
sure 1 do not want inclination, nor, I 
liope, capacity to be the other. Nor 
shall T take it at all amiss that ano- 
ther dissents from my opinion ; it is 
BO more than I have often done from 
my own; and indeed, the more a 
man advances in understanding, he 
becomes the more every day a critic 
upoii himself, and finds something 
or other still to blame in his former 
ncftjons add * tmimons. I could be 
glad to know ijf you have tramdated 
th<? llth" ^logy t>f lib. ii. Ad anti- 
mm lidoiffdfdem ; the 8t.h of book iii. 
or the M;th of book iii. which are 

i The rec0%ciiQn of a well acted fife is most 

Oefighcrhl. - 
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above all others my particular fa- 
vourites, especially the last of these. 

As to the passage of which you ask 
my opinion in the second ACneid, it 
is either so plain as to ret^uire no 
solution, or else (wJiich is very pro- 
bable) you see farther into it than I 
can. Priam would say that, “ Achil- 
les (whom surely you only feign to 
be your father, since your actions 
are so different from his) did not use 
me thus inhumanly. He blushed at 
his murder of Hector, wlien lie saw* 
iny sorrows for him; and restored 
his dead body to me to be buried.” 
To this the answer of Pyrrhus seems 
to be agreeable enough, Go then 
to the shades, and tell Achilles how 
I degenerate from him;” granting 
the truth of what Priam had said Qp 
the difference between them. In- 
deed Mr. Dryden’s mentioning here 
what Virgil more judiciously passes 
in silence, the circumstance of Achil- 
les’s selling for money the body of 
'Hector, seems not so proper ; it is in 
some measure lessening the charac- 
ter of Achilles’s generosity and piety, 
w Inch is the very point of which Pri- 
am endeavours in tliis place to con- 
vince his son, and to reproach him 
with the want of. Rut the truth of 
this circumstance is no w'ay to be 
questioned, being expressly taken 
from Homer, who represents Achilles 
weeping for Priam, yet receiving the 
gold (Iliad xxiv.) ; for when he gives 
the body, he uses these words: 
my friend Patroclus, forgive me that 
I quit the cOrpsc of him who killed 
thee ! I have great gifts in ransom 
for it, which I will bestow upon thy 
funeral.” I am, 

LETTER XVIH. 

Mr. Pope to IL Cromwell^ Esq. 

October 12, HlO. 

I deferred answering your last, up- 
on the advice I received, that you 
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were leaving the town for some time, 
and expected your return with impa- 
tience, having then a design of see- 
ing my friends there ; among the first 
of which I have reason to account 
yourself. But my almost continual 
illnesses prevent that, as well as most 
otheTr satisfactions of my life. How- 
ever, I may say one good thing of 
sickness, that it is the best cure in 
nature for ambition, and designs up- 
on the world or fortune : it makes a 
man pretty indifferent for the future, 
provided he can but be easy, by in- 
tervals, for the present, lie will be 
content to comjjound for his quiet 
only, an<i leave all the circumstantial 
part and pomp of life to those who 
have a health vigorous enough to 
enjoy all the mistresses of their de- 
sires. I thank God, there is nothing 
out of myself which I would be at 
the trouble of seeking, except a 
friend ; a happiness I once hoped to 
have possessed in Mr. Wycherley; 
but, Quantum, mutatus ahillo !^ — I 
have for sk>mc years been employed 
much like children that build houses 
with cards, endeavouring very busily 
and eagerly to raise t friendship, 
which the first breath of any ill-na- 
tured by-stander could puff away. — 

I But I will trouble you no farther with 
writing, nor myself with thinking of 
this subject. 

I was mightily pleased to per- 
ceive, by your quotation from Voiture, 
that you had tracked, me so far as 
France. You see it is with weak 
heads as with weak stomachs, tliey 
immediately throw out what they re- 
ceived last: and what tliey read, 
floats upon the surface of the mind, 
like oil upon water, without incorpo- 
rating. This I think, however, can- 
not be said of the love-verses I last 
troubled yon with, w^here ail (I am 
afraid) is so puerile and so like the 
author, that nobody will suspect any 
thing to be borrowed. Yet you ^as 

* But, O, bow changed! 
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a friend, entertaining a bettor opinion 
of them), it seems, searched in Wal- 
ler, but searched in vain. Your 
judgment of them is (I think) very 
right, — for it was my own opinion 
before. If you think them not 
worth the trouble of correcting, 
pray tell me so freely, and it will 
save me a labour ; if you think the 
contrary, you Would particularly ob- 
lige me by your remarks on the se- 
veral thoughts as they occur. I long 
to be nibbling at your verses ; and 
have not forgot who promised me 
Ovid*s elegy, Ad amicam navigan^ 
tem^ Had Ovid been as long in com-^ 
posing it, as you in sending it, the 
lady might have sailed to Gades, 
and received it at lier return. I 
have really a great itch of criticism 
upon me, but want matter here in 
the country ; which I desire you to 
furnish me with, as 1 do you in the 
town. 

I am obliged to Mr. Caryl (whom 
you tell me you met at Epsom) for 
telling you truth, as a man is in these 
days to any one that will tell truth 
to his advantage ; and I think none 
is, more to mine than what he told 
you ; and X should be glad to tell 
ill the world, that I have an extreme 
affection and esteem for you. 

Tecum ctenim longos mernini cousumere soles, 
F4 tecum primes epulis dcceruere nodes •, 

Unum opus ct requiem panter disponimus onibo, 
Aique verecunda laxaiaus seria mensa.^ 

By these epuiisf, as I take it, Per^ 
sins ntoant Portugal snuff and 
burnt elaret, which he took with hie 
master Cdrnutus ; and the verecanda 
^ensat sps,. without dispute, some 
eoffea-nonse table of the aricients. 
I will only observe, that these four 
lines are asi elegant and musical as 

* Fot long dayi ffhh 

. .you, yott'deiyoWtjB#. ov«wuj^10’ba«- 

^uets ; V6!fc Share cud* labour* and 

, ,amuse»:nfenia, aad rehl* tmsihesif at a' 

;ij^rate table. , " 

te.J'lfainqwis* ^ ^ *• .. ' 

take/’ / 
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any in Persius, not excepting thoscj 
six or seven which Mr. Dry den quotes 
as the only such in all that author. T 
could be heartily glad to repeat the 
satisfaction described in them, being 
truly your, &c. 


LETTER XIX. 
ilfr. Pope to II. Cromxodly Esq. 

October 28tli, 1710. 

I am glad to find by your last li3t- 
tcr, that you write to me with tJie 
freedom of a friend, setting down 
your thoughts as they occur, and 
dealing plainly with me in the mat- 
ter of my own trifles, wliich, I assure 
you, T never valued half so much 
as T do that sincerity in you whicii 
they were the occasion of discovering 
to me ; and which, while I am hap- 
py in, I may be trusted with that 
dangerous weapon, Poetry, since 1 
shall do nothin " with it, but after 
asking and following your advice.*. 
I value sincerity the more, as I find, 
by sad experience, the practice of it 
is more dangerous ; writers rarely par- 
doningthe executioners of their verses, 
even though themselves pronounce 
sentence upon them. — As to Mr. 
Phillips’s Pastorals, I take the first to 
be infinitely the best, and the second 
the worst ; the third is, for the great- 
est part, a translation from Virgil’s 
Daphnis. I will not forcstal your 
judgment of the rest, only observe 
in that of the j^Tiglitin^ale these lines 
(8|>eaking of the musician’s playing 
on the harp) : 

Now iifbtly skimming o'er tlie strings they pass, 
hike windii that gently b^rnsb the plying grass, 
And melting eirs arise at their command ; 

And now, labcnrioas, whfa a W'cigbty band, 

He sinks into the ehonU with solemn pace, 

Ahd gives tlw swelling tones a manly grace. 

To which Tithing can be objected, 
but that they are too lofty for pas- 
I total, especially being put into the 
mouth of a snepherd, as they arc 
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here : in the poet^s own person they 
had been (I believe) more proper. 
They are more after VirgU’s manner 
than that of Theocritus, whom yet 
in the character of pastoral he rather 
seems to imitate. In the whole, 1 
agree with the Tatlcr, that we have 
no better Eclogues in our language. 
There is a smaJl copy of the same 
author published in the Tatler, No. 
12. on the Danish winter ; it is poe- 
tical painting, and I recommend it to 
your perusal. 

Dr. Garth's poem I have not seen, 
but believe I shall be of that critic's 
opinion you mention at Will’s, who 
swore it was good : for, though I am 
very cautious of swearing after critics, 
yet I think one may do it more safe- 
ly M’hen they commend, than when 
they blame. 

I agree with you in your censure 
of the use of the sea-terms in Mr. 
Dryden’s Virgil; not only because 
Ilelenus was no great prophet in 
those matters, but because no terms 
of art or cant words suit with the 
majesty and dignity of style, which 
epic poetry requires — “ Cui mens 
divinior, atque os magna sonatu- 
rum.*’* The tarpaulin phrase can 
please none but such *‘qui aurem 
liabent Batavam ;”f they must not 
expect “ auribus Atticis probari,”J: 
I find by you. (I think I have 
brought in two phrases of Martial 
here very dexterously.) 

Though you say you did not fighf^^j 
iy take my meaning in the verse 1 
quoted from Juvenal, yet I will not 
explain it, because, though it seems 
you arc resolved to take me for a 
critic, I would by no means bej 
thought a commentator. — And for' 
another reason too, because 1 bavei 
quite forgot both the verse and the 
application. 

* Which requht^ a lotiy mmd and 
languag^e. 

t Who have a Dutch ear. . ' ' 

t To be approved by Attic eans. ! 
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1 hope it will be no offence to give 
my most hearty service to Mr. Wy- 
cherley, though I perceive by his last 
to me, 1 am not to trouble him with 
my letters, since he there told me ho 
was going instantly out of town ; 
and till his return he was my ser- 
vant, &c. I guess by yours he is 
yet with you, and beg you to do what 
you may with all truth and honour ; 
that is, assure him I have ever borne 
all the respect and kindness imagi- 
nable to him. I do not know to this 
hour what it is that has estranged 
him from me ; but this I know, that 
he may for the future be more safely 
my friend, since no invitation of his 
shall ever more make me .so free 
with him. 1 could not have thought 
any man so very cautious and suspi- 
cious, as not to credit his own ex- 
perience of a friend. Indeed, to be- 
lieve nobody, may be a maxim of 
safety ; hut not so much of honesty. 
There is but one way I know of 
conversing safely with all men, that 
is, not by concealing what we say or 
do, but by saying, or doing nothing 
that deserves to be concealed ; and 
I can truly lK)ast this CQinfort in iny 
affairs with Mr. Wycherley. But I 
pardon his jealousy, w^hich is become 
his nature, and shall never be his 
enemy whatsoever he says of me. 
Your, 

LETTER XX. 

ilfr. Pone to Sir WiHicm Timm- 

March 12, 1713. 

Though any thing you write i, 
sure to be a pleasure to me, yet 1 
must own, your last letter made 
uneasy: you really use a^^yfe of 
<^pliment, which I expect as little 
a^ I deserve it. I know it oom^ 
mon opinion, that a yoiing Wrihblor 

A Socrctary of sMilte to William the 
Third- V;- 
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is as illopicascd to heajr truth as a 
young Jady. From the momeiit one 
sets up for an author, one must be 
treated as ceremoniously, that is, as 
unfaithfully, 

As a king's favourite, or as a king. 

This proceeding, joined to that na- 
tural vanity which first makes a man 
an author, is certainly enough to ren- 
der him a coxcomb for life. But 1 
must grant it is a just judgment upon 
poets, that they whose chief pretence 
is wit, should be treated as they 
themselves treat fools; this is, be 
cajoled with praises. And I be-i 
lieve, poets are the only poor follows! 
in the w^orld whom any body will 
flatter. 

I would not be thouglit to say 
this, as if the obliging letter you 
sent me deserved this imputation, 
only it put me in mind of it ; and I 
fancy one may apply to one's friend 
what Csesar said of his wife ; It 
was not suificiciit that he knew 
her to be chaste himself ; but she 
should not be so much as suspect- 
ed.” 

As the wonderful discoveries, 
and all the good news you are pleas- 
ed to tell me of myself, I treat it, as 
you who are in the secret treat com- 
mon news, as groundless reports of 
things at a distance; which 1, who 
look into the true spsings of the af- 
fair, in my own breast, know to have 
no foundation at all ; for fame, 
though it^be (as Milton; finely calls 
it) the jast infirinaity of liobie minds, 
is scarce so strong a temptation as to 
warrant onr lose of time here : it can 
never make us lie down contented- 
ly on a deathrbed (as sQU?e of the an- 
cients ate to have done with that 
thought). have yourself 

;.taug!it' situation at 

■'that hour Frotii^ no am- 

bition kss iiobie thin th^t of an etcr- 
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but may be gained by the sincere in- 
tentions of the heart only. As in the 
next world, so in this, the only solid 
blessings are owing to the goodness 
of the mind, not the extent of the 
capacity : friendship hero is an ema- 
nation from the same source as be- 
atitude there : the game iKjnevolence 
and grateful disposition that qualifif^s 
us for the one, if extended farther, 
makes us partakers of the other. 
The utmost point of my desires, in 
my present state, terminates in the 
society apd good will of Avorthy 
men, which 1 look upon as no ill 
earnest and foretaste of the society 
and alliance of happy souls here- 
after. , 

The continuance of your favour.s 
to me is what not only makes me 
happy, but causes me to set some va- 
lue upon myself as a part of your 
care. The instances I daily meet 
with of these agreeable awa|ceiiings 
I of friendship are of too pleasing a 
nature not to be acknowledged* 
whenever I think of you. I am 
your, 
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i 

Mr, Pope to jSiV William Tnmhtll 
April 30, 1713. 

1 have been almost every day em- 
ployed in following your advice, and 
amusing myself in painting ; in which 
I am most particularly obliged to Mr. 
Jervas, who gives me daily instruc- 
tions and examples. As to poetical 
afiairs, I am content at present to 
a bare looker-on, and from a practi- 
tioner turn an admirer ; which is (as 
the world goes) not very usual. Cato 
was not ao much the wonder of Rome 
in his days, as he is of Britain in 
ours ; and ^ougb all the foolish in- 
dustry pdssiWehas been used to make 
it thought a party play, yet what the 
author once said, of another, may the 
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most properly in the world be applr 
ed to him on this oocasion : 

Envy itself is dumb, in wonder lost, 

Awi factious strive who shall applaud him 
most. 

numerous and violent claps 
of the whig party on the one side of 
the theatre were echoed back by the 
tories on the other ; while the author 
sweated behind the scenes with con- 
cern to find the applause proceeding 
more from the hand than the head. 
This was the case too of the prologue- 
writer,* who was clapped into a 
staunch whig, at almost every two 
lines, I Mievc you have heard, 
that, after all the applauses of the 
opposite faction, my lord Bolingbroke 
sent for Booth, who played Cato, into 
llie box, between one of the acts, and 
presented him with fifty guineas ; in 
acknowledgment (as he expressed it) 
for defending the cause of liberty so 
well against a perpetual dictator/ 
The whigs are unwilling to be dis- 
tanced this way, and therefore dc-; 
sign a present to the same Cato very 
speedily ; in the mean time they are 
getting ready as good a sentence as 
the former on their side ; so betwixt 
them, it is probable that Cato (as Dr, 
Garth exi)r<issed it) may have i^tne- 
ihingto live upon after he dies, lam 
your, &LC. 


LETTER XXII. 

Mr* 'Pop0 to the Mon. J. C. Estp 
Jane 15 , nil. 

1 send you Dennises remarks on 
the Essay ;t which equally abound 
in just criticisms and fin^ milleHes. 
The few observations in my hahd in 
the margins, are what a mptidng’sj^ 
leisure permittcMl me to make ptirely| 
for your perusal ; for I apa of q^itdon 
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* JHiiijself, ^ 
t iOn Crit^ci^v ' 
iiT. Nos. 43 &L 44. 


that such a critic, as you will find 
him by the latter part of ;hia book, is 
but one way to be properly answer- 
ed, and that way I would not take 
after what he informs me in his pre- 
face, that he is at this time perse- 
cuted by fortune. This I knew not 
before ; if 1 had, his name had been 
spared in the Essay for that only 
reason. 1 cannot conceive what 
ground he has for so excessive a re- 
sentment, nor imagine how these 
three lines:|: Can be called a reflec- 
tion on his person, which only de- 
scribe him subject a little to anger on 
some occasions. I have heard of 
combatants so very furious, as to fall 
down themselves with that very blow 
which they designed to lay heavy on 
their antagonists. But if Mr. Den- 
nis’s rage proceeds only from a zeal 
to discourage young and unexperi- 
enced writers from scribbling, he 
should frighten u$ with his verse, 
not prose ; for I lutVe often known, 
that when all the precepts in the 
world would not reclaim a sinner, 
some very sad example bas done the 
business. Yet, to give this man his 
due, he has objected to one or two 
lines with reason ; and 1 will alter 
them in case of another edition ; 1 
will make my enemy do me a kindf 
ness where he meant an injury, and 
so serve instead of a friend. What 
he observes at the bottom of page 3(1 
of his reflections, was objected to by 
yourself, and had been mended but 
for the haste of the press : 1 confess 
it what the ^glisii catt a huS in the 
expression, the sense be ma- 

nltaot enough. Mr., Dennis’s bulls 
are seldom in expression ; they ' 
are genOridly in tlie sense. 

I shell cenaihly never make, thpf ? 
least reply to:;him ; not only‘:l^a^ ;; 
jyou advise'""me> 

|eVer b^h of 
lct(naot aimWer fer ilr 

it 

’ llljke Sonw wee ,t)TiSw 'ta. 
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Ue, it is to no sort of purpose for its 
author to do it. Ifl am wrong in any 
sentiment of that Essay^ I protest 
sincerely) I do not desire ^ the 
world should be deceived (which 
would be of very ill consequence)^ 
merely that I myself may be thought! 
right t which is of little consequence).! 
I would be the first to recant, for the! 
benefit of others, and the glory of 
myself ; fpr (as 1 take it) when a 
man owns himself to have been in an 
error, he does but tell you in other 
words, that he is wiser than he was. 
But I have had an advantage by the 
publishing that book, which other- 
wise I should never have known : it 
has been the occasion of making me 
friends and open abettors of several 
gentlemen of known sense and wit ; 
and of proving to. me, what I have till 
now doubted, that my writings are 
taken some notke of by the wmld,or 
I should never be attacked thus in 
particular. , I have read, that it was 
a custom among the Romans, while 
a; general rpde in triumph, to have 
tjhe cqqimon soldiers in the streets 
that imled at him and reproached 
hiqi ; to put him iit mind, thatthough 
Isii aeiifiees, yirere in the main ap- 
provi^ latid rewarded, yet he had faults 
enou^ to keep him humble. 

i Ydii; will see by this, that whoever 
sets up for a wit in these days ought 
to have the constancy of a primitive 
0:}wi8tiaii/an4 be prepared to suffer 
martyrdom ip the cause of it. Bjut 
sure this is the first time that a wit 

you 

fitMl I am md^t pealon^l^ in this 
f know^ iir, what 

alaib^ I ^have the oppositc 

side^ , I'iPPt’’ 

reason 

■ ' 



It is however my happiness that 
you, sir, are impartial. 

Jove was alike to Latian and to JPhiy^an ; 

For you well know ilint wit’s ofao reli^on. 

The manner in which Mr. D. takes 
to pieces several particular lines de- 
tached from their natural places, may 
show how easy it is to a caviller to 
give a new sense, or a new nonsense, 
to any thing. And indeed his con- 
structions are not more wrested from 
the genuine meaning, than theirs who 
objected, to the heterodox parts, as 
they called them. 

Our friend the Abbe is not of that 
^rt ; who with the utmost candour 
ahd freedom has modestly told me 
what others thought, and shown him- 
self one (as he very well expresses it) 
rather of a number than a party. 
The only difference between us, in 
relation to the monks, is, that li-. 
thinks most sorts of learning flourisli- 
ed among them ; and I am of opinion, 
that only some sort of learnini? was . 
barely kept alive by them : he be- 
lieves that in the most natural and 
obvious sense, that line (‘* A second 
deluge learning over-run'*) will he 
understood of learning in general : 
and I fancy it will be understood on- 
ly (ks it is meant) of polite learning, 
criticism, poetry, &c. which is the 
only learning concerned in the sul>- 
[ject of the Essay. It is true, that 
the monks did preserve what learn- 
ing there was, about NiCliolas the 
Fifth’s time; “but those who succeed- 
ed, fell into depth of barbarism, 6t 
at le^t stood at a stay while others 
aro^e from thence: insomuch that 
0ten Erasmus and Reuchlin could 
hardly laugh them out of it. 1 am 
highly ob](iged to the Abbe’s zeal in 
my comminution, and goodness in 
pot eohfsealing: what he thinks my 
cifror^, and ; ^ testifying ^ome es- 
teem fbr thpWk, just at a time 
v^heft hia rai^d a clamour 

an instance of great ge- 
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nerosity aud candour, which I shall 
ever acknowledge. Your, &c. 


LETTER XXIII. 

Mr, JPope to the lion, J, < 7 ., 

July 18, 171,1. 

In your last you informed mo Of 
the mistaken zeal of some people, 
who seem to make it no less their 
business to persuade men they arc 
erroneous, than doctors do that they 
arc sick ; only that they rh!ay magni- 
fy their own cure, and triumph over 
an imaginary distemper. The simile 
objected to in my Essay, > 

(Thus wit, like fiiith, by each man is appJy^d 
To one small sect : and all are damn'd oeside) 

plainly concludes at this second line, 
where stands a full stop : and whati 
follows (Meanly they seek^ ' Sf>c.)\ 
speaks only of wit (which is meant 
by that blessing, and that sun) ; for 
how can the sun of faith be said to 
sublime the southern wits, and to 
ripen the geniuses of northern cli- 
mates? I fear these gentlemen un- 
derstand grammar as little as they 
do criticism: and, perhaps, out of 
good nature to the monks, are will-, 
ing to take from them the censure 
of ignorance, and to have it to them- 
selves. The word they refers (as I 
am sure I meant, and as t thought 
every one must have known) to 
those critics there spoken of, tvho 
are partial to some particular set of 
writers, to the prejudice of all others. 
And the very simile itself, if twice 
read, may convince them that t^ 
censure here of damning, lies not on 
our church at all, unless they, call 
our church one sniedl J. t^ 
cautious Words (Jhy enck 
festly show it a general refleetn^ imt 
all such (whoever^they ate) whi5> 
tertain those narrow; limited 
tions of the of the Alihighiy 
which the reformed ministers andp! 


Presbyterians are as guilty of as any 
people living. 

Yet, after all, I promise you, sir, 
if the alteration of a word or two 
will gratify any man of sound faith, 
though weak understanding, I will 
(though it were from no other prin- 
ciple 'than that of common good na- 
ture) comply with it; and if you 
please but to particularize the spot 
where their objection lies (for it 
is in a very narrow compass), that 
stumbling block, though it be but a 
little pebble, shall be removed out 
of their way. If the heart of IheSe 
good disputants (who, I am afraid, 
being bred up to wrangle in the 
schools, cannot get rid of the humour 
all their lives) sliould proceed so far 
as to persona] reflections upon me, I 
assure you, notwithstanding, I will 
do or say nothing, however pro- 
voked (for some people can no more 
provoke than oblige), th^it is unbe- 
coming the true Character of a Ca- 
tholic. 1 will set before me the ex- 
ample of that great man, and great 
sajnt, Erasmus; who in tlm midst 
of calumny proceeded witli all the 
calmness of innocmice, and%1ie un- 
revenging spirit of pritnitii^-'^hfis- 
tianity. However, I ^ would advise 
them to suffer the mention Of him to 
pass unregarded, lest I should be 
forced to do that for his reputa- 
tion which I would hcver do for 
my own : I mean, to Vihdickte so 
great a light of our church ftoth 
the malice of paet Itfoes, and^the 
i^noratn^ of tli^e in a lan- 
guage i|h$|iy^'^ 

than that in which tlfo trifle abbhi . 
criticism ia wrritten. ' J wi«h 
gentlemen nrpnld; he contented * 
finding fodt with me o 
submit to , them, t'ight or — 
far as I 
'a^greate'r' 

;kmd than 

little ' ' ' 

aidimy sense.-'-- AK, .. 

|idd' poet no huyt^ 

' ' • ‘ ‘ 
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cap do a priest none : ibr, as St. 
Austin iinely says^ Ubi charitas^ ibi 
hwnilitas ; uH hmHitas^ tbi pax.* 
Your, &c. 


LETTER XXIV. 

Mr. Pope to the Hon^ J- O., Esq. ' 

July 19, 1711. 

The concern which you more than 
seem to be aOeeted with for my re- 
putation, by the several accounts 
you have so oliligingly given of what 
reports and censures the holy Van- 
dals have thought ht to pass upon 
me, makes me desirous of telling so 
good a friend my whole thoughts of 
this mattor ; und of setting before 
you, in a c{^r light, the true state 
of it. 

I have ever believed the best piece 
of service one could do to our reli- 
gtohf was openly to express our de- 
testation and scorn of all those mean 
a^ihces and pirn frbudes, which it 
stands so little in need of, and which 
have laid it nnder s6 great a scandal 
aniong |tis enehiies. 

iNothmg ha^ been So much a scare- 
Ww to them, as that too peremptory 
and unchatitabfo assertion of an ot- 
ter inijfkissibility of salvation to all 
but burselves : invincible ignorance 
excepted, which indeed some people 
d:Cf>ne undei^ so great limitations, and 
with such, eaclusfohs, that it seems j 
that word were rkiher invented ! 
W i %lvo, or expedient, not to bej 
too bold wuth th^ss: thunder- 
bplis pf ^bd (which are hurled 
a^nti <m alhiost ad Ulan- 

th^' ;''tb . aliibst 

brides 
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by the Jesuit, the Jesuit by the Jan- 
senist, the ^otist by the Thoinist, 
and so forth. 

There may be errors, I grant ; but 
1 cannot think them of such conse- 
quence as to destroy utterly the 
charity of mankind, the very great- 
est bond in which we are engaged 
I by God to one another: therefore, 
I own to you, I was glad of any op- 
portunity to express my dislike of 
so shocking a sentiment as those 
of the religion I profess are com- 
monly charged with ; and 1 hope, 
a slight insinuation, introduced so 
easily by a casual similitude only, 
[could never have given oifonce ; but, 
[on the contrary, must needs have 
done good, in a nation and time, 
wherein we are the smaller parly, 
and Con^quently most misrepresent- 
ed, and most in need of vindication. 

For the same reason, I took occa- 
sion to mention the superstition of 
some ages after the subversion oi' the 
Roman empire, which is too mani-. 
fest a truth to be denied, and does 
in no sort reflect upon the present 
professors of our faith, who arc free 
from it. Our silence in these points 
may, with some reason, make our 
adversaries think allow and per- 
sist in those bigotries ; which yet 
in reality all good and sensible men 
despise, though they are persuaded 
not to sp^k against them, I cannot 
tell why, since now it is no way the in- 
terest even of the worst of oar priest- 
hood (as it might have been then) to 
have them smothered in silence : for^ 
as the opposite sects are now prevail- 
ing, it is too late to hinder our church 
ftom ' bluing slandered ; it is our 
business npw to vindicate ourselves 
£rom" being thought abettors of what 
they charge VM with. This cannot 
so weU be brought about with serious 
we meat: laugh with them at 
what deaorvns It) or he content to be 
iaughW with such as deserve it. 

As 40 particulars; you cannot but 
have cl^rved, that at fim the whole 



107 


SECT. 11] MODERN, OP LATE DATE. 

objection against the simile of wit and tice. Others, you know^ were as 
faith lay to the word they : when that angry that I mentioned Mr. Walsh 
was beyond contradiction removed with honour ; who as he never re- 
(the very grammar serving to con- fused to any one of merit, of any 
futc them), then the objection was party, the praise due to him, so ho- 
against the simile itself; or if that nestly deserved it from all others, 
simile will not be objected to (sense though of ever so different interests 
and common reason being indeed a or sentiments. May I be ever guilty 
little stubborn, and not apt to give of this sort of liberty and latitude of 
way to every body), next the mention principle ; which gives us the hardi- 
of superstition must become a crime ; ness of speaking well Of those whom 
as if religion and she were sisters, envy oppresses even afler death. As 
or that it were scandal upon the 1 would always speak well of my 
family of Christ to say a word against living friends w^hen they are absent, 
the devil *s bastard. ARer wards, nay, becau^ they are absent, so 
more mischief is discovered in a would I much more of the dead, in 
place that seemed innocent at first, that eternal absence : and the ra- 
the two lines about An or- thcr, because I expect no thanks for 

ci inary man would imagine tlie <author it. 

plainly declared against those schis^ Thus, sir, you see 1 do in my con- 
malics, for <{uitting the true feith, out science persist in what I have writ- 
of a contempt of the understanding ten ; yet in my friendship I will re- 
of some few of its believers : but cant and alter whatever you please, 
these believers are called duU; and in case of a second edition (which 
because I say that those schismatics 1 think tiie book will no% so scjpn 
think some believers dull, therefore arrive at, for Tonaon’s printer told 
these charitable interpreters of my me he drew off a thousand 
meaning will have it that 1 think all in this first impression, and, 1 fancy, 
believers dull. 1 was lately telling a treatise of this nature^ which not 
Mr. * * these objections ; who as- one gentleman in threescore, even of 
sured me, 1 had said nothing which liberal education, enu understand, 
a Catholic need to disown ; and 1 can hardly exceed the vent of that 
have cause to know that gentle- number). You shall find me a trun 
man's fault (if lie has any) is not Trojan in anj faith and Briend^ip ; 
want of zeal : ho put a notion into in both Which 1 will persevere to tlie 
my head, Which, I confess, I cannot end. Your, &>c. 
but acquiesce in : that when a set 
of people are piqued at any truth 

which they think to their own disad- LETTER XXV. 

vantage, their method of revenge on 

the truth-speaker is to attack his Pupt to the lliin. J. Esy. 
reputation a bye-way, and not openly 

to object to the place they are really i6e<vXl712* 

galled by : what these therefore (in You have length compli^ with 
his opinion) are in earnest angry at, the request I have often made jfcsq, 
is, that Erasmus, whom their tribe for you ha^ shown me, I > 

oppressed and persenoted, sb^d N fess, sever^ ^of my fawlte 
vindicated after an age of dh^uy sight of fotterai 
by one of their own people, w#iftig yitew' tlfom, , 
to utter an honest truth in, behalf that wouM give toe shape, Yf 
the dead,' whom no‘mah\siim' wilt not/^ihore/' 

Batter, and fo whom few^ will 'dO''|Ubi'|&ii<!et than 
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freely tlirown out, snob lengths of tcarefuJly as 1 would , letters patents, 
unreserved friendship, thoughts juM since they entitle me to what 1 more 
warm from the brain without any value than titles of honour.) You 
polishing or dress, the very dishabille have some cause to apprehend this 
of the understanding. You have usage froip me, if what some say be 
proved yourself more tender of true, that I am a great borrower; how- 
anothcr’s embryos than the fondest ever I have hitherto had the luck that 
mothers arc of their own, for you none of my creditors have challeng- 
have preserved every thing that I ed , me for it : and those wlio say 
miscarried of. Since I know this, I it are such, whose li^ritings no man 
shall ill one respect be more afraid ever borrowed from, so have the 
of writing to you than ever, at this least reason to complain ; and whose 
careless rate, because I see my evil works are granted oii all hands to lie 
works may again rise in judgment but loo mucli their own. Another 
against me ; yet in ^ another respect has been ’pleased to declare, that my 
I shall beiess afraid, since this lias verses are corrected by other men : 
•given me such a ])roof of the cx- I verily believe theirs were never 
treme indulgence you afford to my corrected by any man: but indeed if 
slightest thoughts^^ The rcvisal of mine have not, it was not my fault ; 
these letters has been a kind of ex- I have endeavoured my utmost that 
amination of cpfiscience to me ; so they should. But these things are 
fairly and faithfully have 1 set down only whispered, and 1 will not en^ 
in them from time to time the true and croach upon Bayes's province and 
undisguised state of my mind* But pen v^ispers ; so hasten to conclude. 
I find that these, which were intend* Your, 

ed as sketches of my friendship, give 
as imperfect images of it as the 

little landscapes wc commonly see LETTER XXVI. 

in black and white do of a beautiful 

country^; they caw represent but a Mr. Pope to Mr. Steele. 
very sntall partof it, and that deprived 

of the life and lustre of nature. I June. 18, 1712. 

perceive that the more I endeavoured You have obliged me with a very 
to render manifest the real afTection kind letter, by whicli 1 find you 
and value I ever had for you, 1 did shift the scene of your life from the 
but injtire It by representing le.ss and town to the country, and enjoy that 
les9 of it : as glasses which are de- mixed state which wise men both 
sign^ilo make an object very clear, delight in, and are qualified Ibr. Me- 
j^ne, rally coiitrBcf iU /Yet as when thinks the moralists and philosophers 
have a full idba of a thing have generally run too much intq 
.ferjst .nppn their own knowledge, the extremes in commending entirely 
it eeryc to the either solitude or public life. In 

and are not displeas- the former, men for the most part 

tng’OiUr.w UCfOrc ; so I the grow useless by too much rest; and 

io latter, ^arc destroyed by too 
much precipitation; as waters, lying 
_ '4(1 W stUip;'putx^%» ^ire good for no- 

and running violently on, do 
but^^'tbe’',inore mischief in their pas- 
are swallowed 
up 'and;'’ lost the sooner t themselvds. 
Tbbite'. indeed who can be useful to 
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all states, should be like gentle 
streams, that not only glide through 
lonely valleys and forests, amidst the 
flocks and the shepherds, but visit 
populous towns in their ^ursc, and 
are at once of ornament and service 
to them. But tliere are another sort 
of people who scern designed for 
solitude ; such, I mean, as have 
more to hide than to show. As for 
my own part, I am one of those 
whom Seneca says, Tam umbra^* 
tiles sunt, ut patent in turbido esse, 
qiiicquid in luce est.” Some meai, 
like some pictures, are fitter for a 
corner than a tail light ; and, 1 be- 
lieve, such as have a natural bent to 
solitude (to carry on the former 
similitude) are like waters, which 
may be forced into fountains, and ex- 
alted into a great height, may make 
a noble figure and a louder noise ; 
but after all, they would run more 
smoothly, quietly, and plentifully, in 
their own natural course upon the 
ground. The consideration of this 
would make me very well contented 
with the possession only of tliat ipiiet 
which Cowley calls the Coinpauion 
of Obscurity. But wjboever has the 
Muses too for his companions, can 
never be idle enough to bo uneaKsy. 
Thus, sjr, you sec, 1 would flatter 
myself into a good opinion of my 
own way of living. Plutarch just 
now told me, that it is in humsn life 
as in a game at tables, w-here a man 
may wish for the highest cast ; but, 
if his chance be otherwise, he is 
even to play it as well as he can, and 
to make the best of it 1 am your, 

'&C, 

LETTER XXVII. 

Mr, Steele to Mr. P^opef-' . . 

This is to desire of you that you 
Would please to make an ode as of a 
cheerful dyiog spirit ; that is to aayi 


the emperor Adrian’s animv^a vo- 
gula put into two or three stanzas 
for music. If you comply with this, 
and send me word so, you will . very 
particularly oblige your, fi&c. 

- LETTER XXVin. 

Mr. Pope to Mr, SteeU. 

I do not send you word I will do, 
but have, already done the thing you 
desired of me. , You have it (as 
Cowley calls it) just warm from the 
brain. It came to me the first mo- 
ment I waked this morning ; yet, 
you will see, it was not so abso- 
lutely inspiration, but that 1 had in 
my head not only the verses of Adri- 
an, hut the fine fragment of Sappho, 
d&c. 

The Dying Christian to his Soul, 

ODE. 

l. . 

Vital spark of heavenly I 
duit, oh quit this mortal frame . 
Trembling, hoping, liog^riag, A^ag, 

Oh the pain, the bliss of dying f , 

Cease, fond Nature, ceasie thy strife, ‘ 

A-nd let me languish into life. > 

n. 

Hark ! they whisper ; angels sap; 

Hister Spirit, come away! / ; 

What is this absorl>s me quite,. 

SU'uls my senses, shuts my 3%ht. 

Drowns my spirits, draws my' breath ? 

Tell me, my Soul, can this be Death t 

m. 

The world ivcedes ; it disappears! 

Heaven opens on my ©yes ! my ear#' 

WiUi sounds seraphic ring 
Lend, lend your wing# ! I mbuni ! I ffy ! 

O Grave, where is thy vidtmry? 

O Death ! where is thy stingt ,■ 


LETTER 

Mr. to Mr,. ’ . 

. .tun OKWC 
than I ahpttld 
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^ ' Mr, Addison to Mr, Pops. 

. ' Oct. so, 1713. 

I was extremely glad to receive a 
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so much as I wish fot him this roe- daily at work to make people of 
lanchoJy wet season ; but it is his merit suspicious of each other ; that 
fate, too, like yours, to be displeasing they may have the satisfaction of see- 
to owls and obscene animals, who ing them looked upon no better than 
cannot bear his lustre. What put themselves., X am your, dc.c. 
me in mind of these night-birds, was 
John Dennis, whom, I Slink, you are 

best revenged upon, as the sun was LETTER XXX. 

in the fable, upon these bats and / 

beastly birds ablove mentioned, only ^ „ 

by shining on, I am so far from ' Mr,^ AMison to Mr, P ops. 

esteeming it any misfortune, that I ^ 

congratulate you upon having your Oct.so, 1713. 

share in that, which all the great ^ was extremely glad to receive a 
men and all the good men that ever better frojlil; you, but more so upon 
lived have had their part of— envy reading the contents of it. The 
and calumny.;. To be uncensured workt you mention will, I dare say, 
and to be obscure is the same thing, sufficiently recommend itself. 
You may conclude from what I hei-c when your name appears with the 
say, that it was never in my thoughts proposals : and if you think I can 
to have offered you my pen to any any way contribute to the forwarding 
direct reply to such a critic, but duly of tlieni. you cannot lay greater ob- 
in some little raillery ; not in defence bga^n upon me Utan by employing 
of you, but in contempt of him.* in stieh an office* As I have an 
But indeed lyour opinion that it is umbition of having it known that 
entirely to be neglected, would have are my friend, I shall be very 
been my own, had it been my own of showing it by this or any 

case : but I felt more warmth here other instance. I question not but 
than I did when I first saw his book Jour translation will enrich our 
agaijnst mjyself (though indeed in two tongue, and d;0 honour to our ^un- 
minutes k miule me heartily merry), ^^y « ^ conclude of it already 

He has written against every thing ^om tliese performances with which 
the world has approved these many yo*^ have obliged the public. I would 
years. I apprehend but one danger only have you consider how it may 
from Dennis’s disliking otir sense, t^ost turn to your advantage. Ex- 
that -it may make us think so very case my impertineiice ill this particu- 
well of it as to become proud and proceeds from my zeal for 

conceited upon hU disapprobation. yo»f case and happiness. Tlie work 
Imust nThCre omit to do iustice would cost you a great deal pf time, 
to Mr. Gay, whose zeal in your con- unless you undertake it, will, X . 
cem is worthy a firiend and honoiirer afraid, never be executed by any 
of you, ^ writ;, to m® the most other; at least I know none of this* 

pre^idhg; tai^ k it, though with equal to it beside your- 

that iast the critic that 

he these days . I at present wholly immersed 

one honest In country business,^ and begin to 

hope^li^ 'see you here some time ; and 


IW' -see you here some time ; and 

when youen- 
iLjJ'diure In a.work that will reouire ao- 


^ ))y In a , work that will require so- 

htudean^ rotiremeitt. I om^ d&c. * 

ivDear ' = . • . 

’ f Ihe tramlaiiott ar die tUad. 
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LETTER XXXI. 

Mr. Pope to Mr. Addison. 

Qd. 10, 1714. 

I have been acc|uainted by one of 
my friends, wiio omits np opportuni- 
ties of gratifying me, that you have 
lately been pleased to spe^ me 
ill a manner which nothing but the 
real respect: 4 have for you can de- 
serve. May I hope that some late 
malcvolencies have lost their effect t 
Indeed it is neither for me nor my 
enemies, to pretend to tell' ’you whe- 
ther I am your friend or not ; but if 
you would judge by probabilities, I 
beg to know which of your poetical 
acquaintance has so little interest in 
pretending to be so ? Methinks no 
man should question the real friend- 
ship of one who desires no real ser- 
vice, I am only to get as much 
from the whigs as I got the 
torics, that is to say, civijity, being 
neither so proud as to be insensible 
of any good office, nor so humide as 
not to dare heartily to (k;spise any 
man who does me an injustice. 

1 will not value inys#f upon hav- 
ing ever guarded all the degrees of 
respect lor you ; for (to say the 
truth) all the world speaks well of 
you, and 1 should be under a neces- 
sity of doing the same, whether I 
cared for you or not. 

As to what you have said of me, 
I shall never believe that, the author 
of Cato cin speak one thing and 
think another. As a proof that I 
account you sincere, I beg a favour 
of you; it is, that you would look 
over the two first books of my trans- 
lation of Homer, which are in the 
hands of my lord Halifax. I am 
sensible how much the reputatkai of 
any poetical work will depend ftpon 
the character you give it : it is ^ere- 
fore some evidence of the trust t 
pose in your good-wii!, 'when I give 
you this opportunity of speaking it! 
of me with justice ; and yet expOet 


you will tell me your truest thoughts, 
at the same time that you tell others 
your most favourable ones. 

I have a farther request, which I 
'must press with earnestness. My 
l>o 0 kBeller is reprinting the Essay oft 
Criticism, to which you have done 
too much honour in your Spectator 
of No. 253. The period in that 
paper, where you say, ** I have ad- 
mitted some strokes of ill-nature 
into that Essay,” is the only one I 
could wish omitted of all you have 
written; but I would not desire it 
should be so, unless I had the merit 
of removing your objection. I beg 
you but to point out those strokes to 
me, and you may be assured they 
shall be treated without mercy. 

Since we are upon proofs of sin- 
cerity {which I am pretty confident 
will turn to the advantage of us both 
in each other’s opinion) give me 
leave to name another passage in the 
same Spectator,, which I wish you 
would alter. It is where you men- 
tion an observation upon Homer’s 
verses of Sisyphus’s stone, as never 
having been made before by any of 
the critics. I happened to find the 
same in Dionysius of Halicarnassus’s 
treatise, Ile^' (fyvdi<tst»ig 6vo^ru)v* who 
treats very largely upon these verses. 
I know you will think fil: to soften 
yonv expression when yoti see the 
passage, which you must needs have 
read, though it be since slipt out of 
your memory. I am, with the ut- 
most esteem, your, dtc. 


LETTER XXXtt. 

Mr, P<^e ta Mr. Jir»as. ■ 

1 for your 

wBich are nunabortess, . 

.ratuses 60;^,^ that ha 
iw' the^ 



ELEGANT EPISTLES. 




[book m. 


appear in, like a modish modern 
author ; 


Picture io the front, 

With baj's and wicked rhyme upon't. 


I have the greatest proof in nature 
at present of the amusing power of 
poetry, for it takes me up so entirely, 
that I scarce see what passes under 
my nose, and hear nothing that is 
said about me. To follow poetry as 
one ought, one must forget father 
and mother, and cleave to it alone. 
My reverie has been so deep, that I 
have scarce had an interval to think 


myself uneasy in the want of your 
company. I now and then just miss 
you as 1 step into bed ; this minute 
indeed I want extremely to see you, 
the next I shall dream of nothing but 
the taking of Troy, or the recovery 
of Briseis. 

I fancy no friendship is so likely 
to ptove lasting as ours, because, 1 
am pretty sure, there never was a 
friendship of so easy a nature. Wc 
neither of us demand any mighty 
things from eaph other ; what vanity 
we have, expects its gratification 
fiom other people. It is not I that 
am to tell you what an artist you 
are, nor is it you that are to tell me 
M^hat a poet I am ; but it is from the 
world abroad we hope (piously hope) 
to hear these things. At , home we 
follow our business, when we have 
any ; and think and talk most of 
each dther when we have none. It 
is not unlike the happy friendship 
of a stayed man and his wife, who 
are seldom so fond as to hinder the 
business pjf the house from going on 
all day, indolent as nqt to find 
consolatioiit in each other ev^ eve- 

a . Weii^meaning couples 

in the last, by not ex- 


’viofolttt ’ 'with ^dis- 

S'|>rbeeikl.' ’^16: ' > ’ nnd 

in / v'* 1'^ have 



the sudden turn, and the abrupt pe- 
riod of three or four of these enor- 
mous friendships, and am perfectly 
convinced of the truth of a maxim 
we once agreed in, that nothing hin- 
ders the constant agreement of peo- 
ple who live together, but merely va- 
nity; a secret insisting u{)on what 
they think their dignity of merit, and 
ah inward expectation of such an 
over-measure of deference and re- 
gard, as answers to their own extra- 
vagant false scale; and which no- 
body can ^ pay, because none but 
themselve^ can tell exactly to what 
pitch it amounts. I am, &c. 


LETTER XXXIIL 
Mrt Jervas to Mr. Pope. 

Aug.20, 17H. 

1 hiiiVe a particular to tell you at 
this time, which pleases mo so much, 
that yo?i must expect a more than 
ordinary alacrity in every turn. You 
know 1 could keep you in suspense 
for twenty lines, but I will tell you 
directly, that Mr. Addison and I 
have had a conversation, that it 
would have been worth your while 
to have been placed belli iid the wain- 
scot, or behind some hall-length pic- 
ture, to have heard. .He assured 
me, that he would make use not only 
of his interest but of his art, to do 
you some service ; he did i.ot mean 
his art of poetry, but his art at 
court; and he is sensible tliat no^. 
thing can have a better air for him- 
self than moving in your favour, es- 
pecially since insinuations were 
spread, that he did not care you 
should prosper too much as a poet. 
He protests that it shall not be his 
fault, if there id not the best intelli- 
gence^ in the world, and the most 
hedrty friendship, die. . He owns, 
he wai al&aid Dr. Swift might have 
carried you too far among the enemy 
during the heat of the animosity; 
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but now all is safe, and you are es- 
caped even in his opinion. I pro- 
mised ill your name, like a good god- 
father, not that you sliould renounce 
the devil and all his works, but that 
you would be delighted to find him 
your friend, merely for his own sake; 
therefore prepare yourself for some 
civilities. 

I have done Homer’s head, sha- 
dowed and heightened carefully ; 
and I enclose the outline of the same 
size, that you may determine whe- 
ther you would have it so large, or 
reduced to make room Ibr feuillage 
or laurel round the oval, or about the 
sfpiare of the busto. Perhaps there 
is something more solemn in the. 
image itself, if I can get it well per-] 
formed. 

If I have been instrumental in 
bringing you and Mr. Addison to- 
gether with all sincerity, I value my- 
self upon it as an acceptable piece of 
service to such a one as I know you 
to be. ‘Vour, dtc. 


LETTER XXXIV. 

JUr, Pope to Mr. Jervas. 

Aug. 37, 1714. 

lam just arrived from Oxford, very 
well diverted and entertained there. 
Every one is much concerned for the 
queen’s death. No panegyrics ready 
yet for the king. 

I admire your whig principles of 
resistance exceedingly, in the spirit 
of the Barcelonians : I join in your 
‘wish for them. Mr. Addison’s verses 
on Liberty, in his letter from Italy, 
would be a good form of prayer in 
my opinion, O Liberty ! thou 
ilesrhtmmly bright ^ &.o: 

What you mention of the friendly 
office you endeavoured to do betwutt 
Mr. Addison an4 me, deserves ac- 
knowledgments on my part. You 
thorougMy know my regard to his 
character, and my propensity to tear 
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tify it by all ways in my power. You 
as thoroughly know the scandalous 
{meanness of that proceeding which 
I was used by Philips, to make a man 
I so highly value suspect my dispo- 
sition towards him. But as, after 
all, Mr. Addison must be the judge 
in what regards himself, and has 
seemed to be no very just one to me, 
so, I must own to you, I expect no- 
thing but civility from him, how 
much soever I wish for his friend- 
ship. As for any offices of real kind- 
ness or service which it is in his 
power to do me, I should be ashamed 
to receive them from any man who had 
no belter opinion of ray morals than to 
think me a party-man; nor of my 
temper, than to believe me capable 
of maligning or envying another’s 
reputation as a poet. So 1 leave it 
to time to convince him as to both ; 
to show him the shallow depths of 
those half-witted creatures who mis- 
informed him, and to prove that I am 
incapable of endeavouring to lessen 
a person whom I would be proud to 
imitate, and therefore ashamed to 
flatter. In a word, Mr* Addison is 
sure of my respect at all times, and 
of ray read friendship whenever he 
shall think fit to know me for what 
I am. 

For all that pass^ betwixt Dr. 
Swift and me, you know the whole 
(without reserve) of our , correspon- 
dence. The engagements I had to 
him were such as the actual services 
he bad done me, in relation to tlie 
subscription for Homer, obliged me 
to. I must have leave to be grateful 
to him^ and to any one who serves 
me, let him be ever so obnoxious to 
any party : nor did the tory party ever 
put me to the hardship of this 

leave, which is the greatest . Obliga- 
tion I owe to it; and L expectr-no 
greater from the 

same liberty* A cu^se:#|^.Wbird 
Party, whi^i I have bei^> ti> 

Juseso often in 

{the present reign to 
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Ihet distinction^ that there may be noj 
other for the ^iure than that of ho- 
nest and knave, fool and man of 
sense ; these two sorts must always 
be enemies : but for the rest, may all 
people do as you and I, believe what 
they please^ and be friends. I am, 
dtc. 


LETTER XXXV. 

Mr, Pope to the Earl of Halifax, 
Dec. 1 , ni 4 . 

My lord, 

I am obliged to you, both for the 
favours you have doiio me, and for 
those you intend me, I distrust nei- 
ther your will nor your memory, when 
it is to do good ; and if ever I become 
troublesome or solicitous, it must not 
be out of expectation, but out of gra- 
titude. Your lordship may either 
cause me to live agreeably in the 
town, or Contentedly in the country, 
which is realty all the ditference 1 
set between easy fortune and a 
small one. ft is indeed a high strain 
of genei^osity in you, to think of 
making me easy all my life, only be-i 
eause I have been, so happy as to di- 
vert you some few hours; but if I 
may have leave to add, if it is be- 
cause you think me no enemy to my 
native country, there will appear a 
better reason ; for i must of conse- 
quence be very much (as I sincerely 
am) yours, 

LETTER XXXVL 

Popi tp the Han, Jams €fraggSf 

‘-'’JBrn.'' 

‘ Vy' vl' •; ;; '■ i 

^ by 

I' baye Johg 
'hJtd' the mem^y so 
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many agreeable conversations as we 
have passed together. I wish it were 
a compliment to say, such conversa- 
tions are not to be found on this side 
of the water : for tlic spirit of dissen- 
sion is gone forth among us : nor is 
it a wonder that Button’s is no longer 
Button’s, when Old England is no 
longer Old England, that region of 
hdspitality, society, and good-hu- 
mour. Party adects us all, even the 
wits, though they gain as little by 
politics as they do by their wit. We 
talk much of fine sense, refined sense, 
and exalted sense ; but for use and 
happiness, give me a little common 
sense. 1 say this in regard to some 
gentlemen, professed wits of our ac- 
quaintance, who fancy they can make 
poetry of consequence at this time of 
day, in the midst of this raging fit of 
politics. For they tell me, the busy 
part of the nation are not more di- 
vided about whigs and torios, than 
these idle fellows of the feather about 
Mr. T — ’s and my translation. I 
(like the lories) have the town in ge- 
neral, that is, the mob, on my side ; 
but it is usuai with the smaller party 
to make up in industry what lliey 
want in number, and that is the case 
with the little senate of Cato. How- 
ever, if our principles be well con- 
sidered, I must appear a brave whig, 
and Mr. T — a rank tory : I trans- 
lated Homer for the public in gene- 
ral; he to gratify the inordinate de- 
sires of one man only. We have, it 
seems, a great Turk in poetry, who 
can never bear a brother on the 
throne ; and has his mutes too, a set 
of nodders, winkers, and whisperers, 
whose business %s to strangle all other 
offsprings of wit in their birth. The 
new translator Cf Homer is the hum- 
blest slave be has, that is to say, his 
first minister; let him receive the 
honours he gives me, but receive 
them witii fear and trembling: let 
him be proud of the approbation of 
hia aba^te lord: I appeal to the 
people, mi my r%htftil judges and 
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ipastcrs ; and if they are not inclined 
to condemn me, I fear no arbitrary 
high-flying proceeding from the small 
court fection at Button’s. But after | 
all 1 have said of tins great manj 
there is no rupture between us. We! 
are each of us so civil and obliging^ 
that neither thinks he is obliged: 
and I, for niy part, treat with him, 
as we do with the grand mpitftrch, 
who has too many great qualities 
not to be respected, though we 
know he watches any occasion to 
oppress us. 

When I talk of Homer, I must not 
forget the early present you made me 
of Monsieur de la Motte’s book : and 
I cannot conclude this letter without 
telling you a melancholy piece of 
news, which affects our very entrails. 
L — is dead, and soupes are no more ! 
You see 1 write in the 0 I 4 familiar 
way. This is not to the minister, 
but to the friend.”* However it is 
some mark of uncommon regard to 
the minister, that 1 steal an expres- 
sion from a secretary of stale. 1 am, 


LETTER XXXVII. 

Mr. Pope to Mr. Congreve. 

Jan. 16, 1714-15. 

Methinks when I write to you, I 
am making a confession ; I have got 
(1 cannot tell how) such a custom of 
throwing myself out upon paper with- 
out reserve. You were not mistaken 
in what you judged of my temper of 
mind vvhen 1 writ last. My faults 
will not be hid from you, and perhaps 
it is no dispraise to me that they will 
not : the cleanness and purity of 
mind is never better proved than in 
discovering its own fault at first view : 
as when a stream shpws the dirt a| 
its bottom, it shows also the trauma- 
rency of the water. 

* AIluHittg 10 S!i. John** letter , to Prior, |»db- 
Inbed in the of the Secret Committee. 


My spleen was not occasioned, 
however, l^y anything an abusive an- 
gry critic could write of me. I take 
very kindly your heroic manner of 
congratulation upon this scandal ; 
for I think nothing more honourable, 
than to be involved in the same fate 
with all the great and the good that 
ever lived; that is, to be envied and 
censured by bad writers, 

I Yon do more than answer my ex- 
pectations of you in declaring how 
well yon take my freedom, in some- 
times neglecting, as I do, to reply to 
your letters so soon as I ought. Those 
who have a right taste of the sub- 
stantial part of friendship, can wave 
the ceremonial : a friend is the only 
one that will bear the omission ; and 
one may find who is pot so, by the 
very trial of it. 

As to any anxiety I have concern- 
ing the fate of my Homer, the care 
is over with me : the world must be 
the judge, and I shall be the first to 
consent to the justice of its judgment^ 
whatever it be. I am not so arrant 
an author as even to desire, that if I 
am in the ^bng, all mankind should 


be so. 

I am mightily pleased with a say- 
ing of Monsieur Tourreil : — When 
a man writes, he ought to animate 
liimself with the thoughts of pleas- 
ing ail the world : but he is to re- 
nounce that desire or hope the very 
moment the book goes out of his 
hands.” 

1 write this from Biniield, whitlier 
I came yesterday, having passed a 
few days in my way with my lord Bo- 
liiigbroko ; 1 go to London in three 
days’ time, and will not fail to pay a 
visit to Mr, M- . whom I saw not 
long since at my lord HalifaXfa* 1 
hoped from thence he had some 
of advantage from the present 
liustration: for few 
but I pay jrespectstd 
out any i^pspects. I aui 
est way in the world; 
worth a groat, 1 ‘ ' 
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pist and a poet This puts me in 
mind of re-acki|owledgii}^ yoUr con- 
tinued endeavours to enrich me. 
But, 1 can tell you, it is to no pur- 
pose, for without the op$Sf diquum mi 
animum pwraha^ 


LEtTER X3CXVI1L | 

Mr. PopeUM^. Omgrm. \ 

MiiPch 19, 1714-15. I 
The farce of the What-d’ye**calJ itf 
has occasioned many different spe-i 
culations in the town. ^ Some looked 
upon it as a mere jest upon the tra- 
gic poets; others as a. satire upon 
the late war. Mr. Cromwell, . hear- 
ing none of the words, and seeing 
the action to he tragicd, was much 
astonished to hnd the audience 
laugh; and says the prince and 
princess must doubtless be under no 
less amaaehient nn the same ac- 
count. Several Templars, and others 
of the more Vociferous kind of cri- 
tics, went with a re^i^lution to hiss, 
and confessed they were forced to 
laugh. much) that they forgot the 
design; they ciune with. The court 
in genUral has, in a very particuiar 
imihnaJr, ooine into the jest, and the 
three, fesi'^^nigbts (notwithstanding 
two of woio^^urt nights^ were 
disttpiguish^ by very full audiences 
of tfe ffM ; jjuidity^ The common 
peopte .of the pit and gallery receiv- 
; u at drsit ,wi^ gre?tt gravity and 
ppdatpness, some, few tears; 
&Lt,AiPfer the tyrd day they also took 
' httve 'ever 'since: been 

claps.-— ^There are 
stiftao^^^isnber^ m who <iannpt be 
•; hut" the 




N't ^ ^ 


tattons against it : to encourage them 
in which laudable design, it is re- 
solved a preface should be prefixed 
to the farce, in vindication of the na- 
ture and dignity of this new way of 
writing. 

Xesterdiw, Mr. Steele's affair was 
decided. I am sorry I can be of no 
other opinion than yours, as to his 
whole carriage and writings of late. 
But certainly he has not only been 
punished by others, but suffered much 
even from his own party in the point 
of character, nor, I believe, received 
any amends in that of interest, as yet, 
whatever may be his prospects for 
tlic hiture. 

I This gentleman, among a thousand 
others, is a great instance of the fate 
of all who are carried away by party 
spirit, of any side. I wish all vio- 
lence may succeed as ill: but am 
really amazed that so much of that 
sour and pernicious quality should be 
joined with so mUbh natural good- 
humour as, I think, Mr. Steele is 
I possessed of. 1 am, d&c. 


I LETTER XXXIX. 

[ _._ 

Mr- Popt to MrJiJongrw. 

' ’ April 7; 1715. 

Mr. Pppe is ^ing to Mr. Jervas's, 
w|tere Mr Addison is sitting fpr his 
picture,: in the mean tim^, athidst 
cfeuds of feibaicco at a coffee-house I 
wfite this fetter. There ia a grand ^ 
VeVOlufioh at^ Will's ; Morrice has, 
quAfed for a coffee-house in the city, 
and Titcomb is Vestored, to the great 
j^y of Cromwell^ wjm was at a great 
i&s fer a person’^ ConVq^e with up- 
on the fathoT^! and ebufeh history : 
the knqwfedge I gain from him is 
cntMy iq and ppetry;?and 

Mr; Tojfe^bWes ah his skill in astro- 
urndy VO i^hipfi and Mr. Wbiston, sq 
eofebrji^ of late fer the discovery 
of the li^itude in an extraordinary 


H 




207 


SECT. I*] MODERN, OP LATE DATE. 

copy of vewes,* Mr. Rowe’s Janejl fear I must get the gout by drihk- 
Gray is to be played ia Easter-week, ihg> purely fora fashionable pretence 
when Mrs. Oldfield is to personate a to sit still long enough to translate 
character directly opposite to female four books pf Homer. I hope you’ll 
nature: for what woman ever 4e- by that time be up again, and I may 
spised sovereignty? You know, Chau- succeed to the bed and couch of my 
cer has a tale where a knight saves predecessor : pray cause the stufong 
his head by discovering it was the to be repaired, and the crutches 
thing which all women most coveted, shortened for me. , The calamity of 
Mr. Pope’s Homer is retarded by the your gout is what all your friends, 
great rains that have fallen of late, that is to say, all that know you, must 
which causes the sheets to be long share in ; we desire you in your turn 
a-drying : this gives Mr. Lintot great to condole with us, who are under a 
uneasiness, who is now endeavouriiigjpersecution, and much affieted with 
to corrupt the curate of his parish to a distemper 'which proves mortal to 
pray for fair weather, that his work many poets, — a criticism. We have 
may go on. There is a sixpenny indeed some relieving intervals of 
criticism lately published ujwn the laughter, as you know there are in 
tragedy of What-d’ye-cail-it, wherein some diseases; and it is the opinion 
he with much judgment and learning of divers good guessers, that the last 
calls me a blockhead, and Mr. Pope ht will not be more Violent than ad« 
a knave. His grand charge is against vantageous; for poets assailed by 
the Pilg;rim’s Progress being read, critics are like men bitten by ta- 
which he says is directly levelled at rantulas, they daupe on so much thO 
C^ato’s reading Plato ; to back this faster. 

censure, he goes on to tell you, that Mr. Thomas Burnet hath played 
the Pilgrim’s P/ogress being men- the precursor to Ih^ coming of Ho- 
tionen to be the eighth edition, makes mer, in a treatise called Homeridcis. 
the reflection evident, the tragfidy of He has since risen very mtfoh in 
Cato having jtist eight times (as he Ins criticisms, and, afler assaultllig 
quaintly expresses it) visited the Homer, made a daring attack upon 
press. He has also endeavoured to the Wha<rd’ye-calJ4t.| Yet there ts 
show, that every particular passage tiot a proclamation issued for the 
of the play alludes to some fine parts burning of Homer 'and the Pope by 
of tragedy, which he says I have in- the common hangman ; nor is the 
judiciously and profanely abused.t What-d*ye-call-it yet silenced by the 
Sir Samuel Gnrth’ s poem upon my lord chamberlain. Your, &c. 
lord Clare’s house, I l>elieve, will be . 

published in the Easter tyeek, > 

, Thus far Mr. Gay, who has ih his . * LETTER XL. 
letter forestalled all the 

diversion ; unless it ehould be ohje to Mr, Congreve to Mr, Pope. 

you to say, that I sit up till two o’ek)ok 

over burgundy and champagne ; ahd ^ 

am become so much a-take; I j have the pleasure of your 

shall be ashamed in a short time to kind letter. I have always 

be thought to do any sort of busittesas bfiiiged to you for your fri^^ship^itl' 

♦ Called, An Ode 'on the LongUwlk! OOUCei:^ fer-' mei and ami 

and Pope's Mis<^lanies. jsd' With tt th^U I.WtU ' 

•f This eurious piece was'emhl^^ A this 

Key to the Whai-dW«lUt,vwr(ttcTi by*^p s/v/-: , 

QMti, a player, assisted hy Lewis Theobald. t In otie erbiis pa^rs 
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.yit>u there is no ret^ifn wanting qh 
my part, imd am sorry I h^d. 
nc^t the, gQo4 luck, to ilNse the 4^an 
beibre J , left the toW|i ; it is a great 
pleasure , to me, and not a little ya^ 
nitj, to think that he misses me. As 
to my ^alth, which you are so kind 
as to inquire after, it is not worse 
than in Lond<>n : 1 am almost afraid 
yet to say that it m better,, for I <^n- 
not reasonably ex|»e^ mucjs e^eet 
from these waters m $0 short a time $ 
but in the main thiey imein to i^ren 
with me. Here is one creature 
that I know, which, next to the. few 
I would choose, contrihut^ very 
much to my satisfaction.! At tlie 
same time that 1 regret jthd want of 
your conyersation, 1 please myself 
with thinking;, that you are where 
you first du^t to be« engaged 
where, you; cannot do too much. 
Tray give my humble service and 
be^ wishes to good mother. 1 
am sorry you doMnot tell me how 
Mr. Gay does jd £iis health ; I sbcmld 
have been glad to have , hea^d he was 
better. My youdg ati^uensis, as 
you call him, i aim afraid, will prove 
but a wooden one; and you know 
e* fuapis Uffm^ 4^- You will pat- 
don Mrs- E^'sv^dantry, and b^ 
lieve me to ^be yom:^ dbo.; , 

P. S. By the enclo^ you Will 
see I^am like to be impres^V and 
enrolled in tlie list of Mr. CurliV 
authors; but^ I thank bfod, I sliidi’. 
have your company.., 1. believe itf 
high time.^ you should thmk of lal^i 
ministering haotbeir’efoeitiOK’i ' 


IdStTEE ^ 



:discouraged.. for want of something 
that I .copld, think .worth sending 
fifteen hundred miles- Italy is such 
an exhausted subject, that, I dare 
say, you would easily forgive my say- 
iugnothingof it; and the imagina- 
tion of kpoet is a thing so nice and 
delicate, that it is no easy matter to 
find out images capable of giving 
pleasure to one of tlie few who {in 
imy age) have come up to that dm- 
ractOrv 1 aip nevertheless lately re- 
turned from an island, where I pass- 
ed three or four months ; which, 
were it , set . out in its true colours, 
might, methinks, amuse you agree- 
ably enough for a minute or two. 
Tbo ,ialiSnd Inarine is an epitome 
of .ttie whole earthy containing with- 
in the cOmpass of eighteen miles, a 
Wondlerfo) variety of liills, vales, 
ragged rooks, fruitful plains, and 
barren nmuntains, all thrown ble- 
ther in a most romantic confmpl. 
The air is in the. hottest season^^^- 
stantly refreshed % cool bulges 
from the sea. Thp vales ^duce 
excellent wheat and Indian corn ; 
but are mostly covered with vine- 
yards, intermixed with fruit trees, 
iesiifos the common kinds, as eher- 
fies, apricot^^aches, &,c. they pro- 
du^ d^amMifliines, almonds, pome- 
water-melons, and 
mkiiy other fruits unknown to our 
efifriates, yhich lie everywhere open 
^the |>^^euger. The hills are the 
part covered tu^the top with 
.nawb, some with chestnut groves, and 
l^evs With thickets of myrtle and. 
The fields on the north- 
are divi^ % liedge-^owh 
^ foyrtie- EerOIrkl fountains and 
rivulets add fo beauty of this 
i^^ape,''/whib!i’‘Jii likewise set oft' 
by yatfoty of eoirie barren , spots 
aiid>.ty|(;*fed ',roeki'.' ,Bdt .that 'Which 
a large moun- 
the middle of the 
vo3caik>,by the 

kre adorned lyitb vines 
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and other fruits ^ the middle affords < 
pasture to flocks of goats and sheep, i 
and the top is a sandy pointed rock,i 
from which yon have the finest pros-: 
pect in the world, surveying at one^ 
view, besides several pleasant islands 
lying at your feet, a tract of Italy 
about three hundred miles in length, 
from the promontory of Antium to 
tlie cape of Palinurus ; the greater 
part of which hath been sung by 
ilorifier and Virgil, as making a con- 
siderable part of the travels and ad- 
ventures of their two heroes. The 
islands Caprea, Prochyta, and Par- 
then ope, together with Cajeta, Cunne, 
Monte Miseno, the habitations of 
Circe, the Syrensj and the Laistrigo- 
nes, the bay of Naples, the promon- 
tory of Minerva> and tlie whole Cam- 
pagna Felice, make but a part of this 
noble landscape; which would dc- 
tnand an imagination as warm, and 
numbers as flowing, as your own to 
describe it. The inhabitants of this 
delicious isle, as they are without 
ricJics and honours, so they arc with- 
out the vices and follies that attend 
them ; and were they but as much 
strangers to revenge as they are tO 
avarice and ambition, they might in 
fact answer the poetical notions of 
the golden ago. Rut they have got# 
as ail alloy to their happiness, an ill 
iiabit of murdering one another on 
slight offences. We had an in- 
stance of this the second night after 
our arrival— a youth of eighteen 
being shot dead by our door : and 
yet by the sole secret of minding 
our own business, wc found t means 
of living securely among liiose dan^ 
gerous people. Would you knoW 
how we pass the time at Naples t 
Our chief entertainment is tlie de-* 
votion of our neighbours ; be$t4es 
the gaiety of their churches (where 
folks go to see what they call 
bella i. e. a sort of reli- 

gious opera) they make fireworks 
almost every week, out of devotion y 
the streets are often hung with arras 
VoL. III. Nos. 43 44. 
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out of devotion ; and (what is still 
more strange) the ladies invite gen- 
tlemen to their houses, and treat 
them with music and sweetmeats, out 
of devotion : in a word, were it not 
for this devotion of its inhabitants, 
Naples would have little else to re- 
commend it beside the air and situa- 
tion, Learning is in no very thriving 
state here, as indeed no where else 
in Italy : however, among many pre- 
tenders, some men of taste arc to be 
met with. A friend of mine told 
me not long since, that being to 
visit Balvini at Florence, he found 
him reading your Hpmer ; he liked 
the notes extremely, and could find 
no other fault with the version, but 
that he thought it approached loo 
near a paraphrase, which shows him 
not to be sufficiently acquainted with 
our language. I wish you liealth to 
go on with that noble work ; and 
when you have that, I hoed not wish 
you success. You will do me the 
justice to believe, that whatever re- 
lates to your welfare is sincerely 
wished by your, &o. 

LETTER XLIL 
Mr. Pope ta f ♦ ^ 

Sept. 17. 

• The gaiety of your letter proves 
you not so studious of wealth as 
many of your profession are, since 
you can derive matter of mirth from 
want of business. You are none of 
those lawyers who deserve the motto 
of the devil, Oirenity quesrens quern 
devoret* But your cirem't will at 
least procure you one of the greatest 
'of temporal blessings — health. What 
an advantageous circumstance is it, 
for one that loves rambling so well, 
to be a grave and reputable rambler ! 
White (like your feJlow-circuiteer, 
the sun) r you travel the round of the 

* itiB toekiiig vihpihM 
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eai!t;h| and behold all the iniquities 
under the heavens. You are much a 
superior genius to me in rambling; 
you, like a pigeon (to which I would 
sooner compare a lawyer than to a 
hawk) can Ay some hundred leagues 
at a pitch ; I, like a poor squirrel, 
am continually in motion indeed, 
but it is alK^ut a cage of three foot : 
my little excursions lue like those of 
a shojHkcepcr, who walks every day 
a mile or two before his own door, 
but minds his business all the while. 
Your letter of the cause lately before 
you, I could not but commuiiii ate to 
some ladies of your acquairttaticc ! 
am of opinion, if you continued a 
correspondence of the same sort dur- 
ing a whole circuit, it could not fail 
to please the sex better than half the 
novels they read ; there would be in 
them what they love above all things 
— a most happy union of truth and 
scandal. 1 assure you the Bath af- 
fords nothing to it : it is, on the 
contrary, full i;! jrmii' artd $atl men, 
Mr. Baron S., Lord Chief Just A., 
Judge P., and Counsellor H . who 
has a large pimple on the up of )ds 
nose ; but thinks it inconsistent with 
his gravity to wear a patci», oof- 
withstanding the precedent oi an 
eminent judge. I arn, dear sir, your. 

&.C. 


LETTER XLIIl. 

The Duhe of Snekingham to Mr, 
Pope. 

You desire my opinion as to the 
late dispute in France concerning 
Homer i and I think it excuseablo (at 
an age^ alas! of not much pleasure) 
to amdse inyself a little in no- 

; tice ^f a j^ntioSf^lrey^ , thaWy^ 

i^ at present l^ore ne^artable 
-(leyen in a nation v^ho value them- 
WYes tib ihuch up0h the ht- 
birth of <hte Ulus- 


trious subject of it, and of the two 
persons engaged in the quarrel. 

The one is extraordinary in all the 
lyric kind of poetry, even in the opi- 
nion of his very adversary. The other, 
a lady (and of more value for being 
so) not only of great learning, but 
with a genius admirably turned to 
that sort of it which most becomes 
her sex, for softness, gentleness, and 
promoting of virtue; and such (as 
one would think) is not so liable as 
other parts of scholarship to rough 
disputes or violent animosit} 

Yet ii has so happened, that no 
wriTors, even about divinity itself, 
have been more outrageous or un- 
i. baritable than these two polite au- 
thor'^; by snflering their judgments 
to be a hide warped (if I may use 
that expression^ i)y the heat of their 
eager mr linatious to attack or defend 
so great no author under debate. 1 
wish tor di<- sak<' ^s^'thc public, which 
is now so wHI nit^Mtiiined by their 
quarrel, u may not at last in their 
agretiiiig to blauie a durcl man, wdio 
is not so presumptuous as to cen- 
sure both, if they should chance to 
hear it. 

To begin with matter of fact : M. 
d’Acier has well judge<l, that the best 
of all poets certainly deserved a bet- 
ter translation, at least into French, 
.jrose, because to see it done in verse 
iMta despaired of: I believe, indeed, 
from a defect in that language, inca- 
pable of mounting to any ijegree of 
excellence suitable to so very great 
an undertaking. 

She has not only performed this 
task as well as prose can do it (which 
is indeed but as the wrong side of 
tapestry is able to represent the 
right), but she has added to it also 
many learned and useful annotations. 
With adl which she most obligingly 
delighted not only her own sex, but 
most of Oiirs, ignorant of the Greek, 
and consequently her adversary him- 
self, who frankly acknowledges that 
ignorance. 
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It is no wonder, therefore, if m the reason of these exceptibns against 
doing this she is grown so enamoured Homer, from one who ha* himself 
of that unspeakably charming au* translated him, contrary to the g<;ne- 
thor, as to have a kind of horror at nal custom of translators. Is there 
the least mention of a man bold not a little of that in it I I mean, to 
enough to blame liim. be singular, in getting alK>ve the ti- 

Now as to M, de la Motte, he, be- tie of a translator, though sufficiently 
ing already deservedly famous fijr all honourable in this ca.se. For such 
sorts of lyric poetry, was so far intro- an ambition nobody has less occasion 
duced by her into those beauties of than one wh»j is so hue a poet in 
the epic kind (though but in that other kinds , ami who must have tot) 
way of translation), as not to resist much o belh’ o any alleralion of 
the pleasure and hope of reputation, another can entitle him to the deno- 
by attempting that in verse winch minatio of an epic poet himself: 
had l)t en applauded so mucli ^or thr though ru mai in this age seems 
difficult'/ of doing it oven in prose imuri. capable ol' being a good one, 
knowing how this* well vKecutoil. • if the French tongue would bear it 
must extreinol/ transcend fh< othn. Y<‘t in his translation he has done too 
!h*t as great poets an jj oitie apt! well to leave any doubt (with all his 
to tidnk they have an ainncr i right faults) that hers can be ever paral- 
of being excused fetr vanity on ail lelod with it. 

easion*:- he was not cojuem to outdo Besides, ho could not be ignoraiu 
M, d’Acier, bin endeavoured lo nut- that finding fimits is llie most easy 
a< ''huncr him-rlf, ane” :\)\ *jiat ou'.-r and vulgar ' of critic, whereas 
i ui'v «<>e !(V woit befoi. him nothing sho^^- much skill ‘ind 

u; the .s‘»rr .,nl.r^nse ’o ring taste bod, as tj being Ihorough- 
"Ut a'lcvinjL,,. "^nling v* bdte^er he iy senr.ibSe of Uie subhmest excelleu- 
best. cic' 

Again&t this presumptuous attenij WVm can w^e say in excuse of all 
iloinor has been in all times so well jt'n .- Hmnamim ast errare: since 
df li iidcd, as not to need my small as- \ as 400 'i a poet as X Imlicve the French 
sistaiice ; yet 1 must needs say, his | language capable of, aud as sharp 
oxceJleiJcie.s are such, that for their s critic as any nation can produce, 
sakes he dc . senes a much gentle’ i i/as. by lOo much censuring Horner, 
touch for his seeming errors, Th'’‘^c*’. subjected a translation to censure, 
if AL de la Motte had t^'anslatoc; would have otherwise .stood the 


w ell as the rest, with an apology foi test of the severest adversary, 
having retained them only out of But since he would needs choose 
mere veneration, his judgment, in rny that wrong way of criticism, 1 won- 
opinion, would have appeared much, der he missed a stone so easy to be 
greater than by the best of his alti^ra- thrown against Horner, not lor his 
4ions, though 1 admit them to be writ-r filling the Iliad with so much slaugh- 
ten very finely. I join with M. de ter (lor that is to be excused, since a 
la Motte in wondering at some odd war is not capable of being descri bed 
things in Homer, but it is chiefly be- without it), but with so many various 
cause of his sublime ones ; 1 Wa.s partjeuiats of wounds and borror, , as 
about to say his divine ones, which show the wrijter (I ain alVaid) so dc- 
almost surprise me at finding him any. lighted tliat way himself, nof the 
where in the fallible condition bf hu- to 4 ^i?nbt.fais reader being;^.;aj- 
man nature. ^ t-^like SpanioJetta* 

• And npw we are wondering, 1 4 m pictures are 

in a difficulty to guess what can be for. being always is6 ' , iflsbyipgl^ 
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mnted. Even Hector’s last parting 
from his son and Andromache, hard- 
ly makes us amends £br his body be- 
ing dragged thrice round the town. 
M. de la Motte, in Ids strongest ob- 
jections about that dismal combat, 
has sniheient cause to blame his en- 
raged adversary ; who here gives an 
instance that it is impossible to be 
violent without committing some oms- 
take 5 her passion for Homer blind- 
ing her too much to perceive the very 
grossest of his failings* By which 
warning I am becon^ a little more 
capable of impartiality^ though in a 
dispute about that very poet for whom 
I have the greatest veneration- 
M, d’Acier might have considered 
a little, that whatever were tho mo- 
tives of M. de la Motte to so . bold a 
proceeding, it could not darken that 
fame which t am sure she thinks 
shines securely even ato. tlie vain 
attempts of Plato himself agliinst it : 
caused only perhaps by a like reason 
with that of Madame d’Acitur’s a^ger 
against M. de la Motte, namely, the 
finding that in his prose his genius 
(great as it was) couW not be capa- 
ble of tlie sublime heig^s of poetry, 
Which therefore he banished out of 
his commonwealth* , 

Nor were , these objections to Ho- 
mer any more lessening of iier merit 
in translatinff him, as well as that 
Way is capaHe of, fully, plainly, 
and elegantly^ than the most admira- 
ble verses can be any disparagement 
to a® exoelient prose. 

The .‘best excuse for all this vio- 
lence is; being in a cause which 
gives a .kind of reputation even to 
suderihg, m^withstai^ ever so ill 
a man^^jtnona oftL iv- ’ 

The i^dist of defending eyep Ho- 
mer, ^'40% a paaaioi^^'^^ k, 

' ,nee4»4 


an inexcusable fright to set it off; 
and lUethinks all that account of Mi- 
nerva’s restoring his dart to Achilles, 
comes a little too late for excusing 
Hector’s so terrible apprehension at 
the very first. 


LETTER XUV. 

Mr, Pope to the Duke of Buchir^- 
ham. 


Sept. 1, ni8. 

I am much liononred by your 
grace’s compliaoee with my request, 
in giving me your opinion of the 
French dispute concerning Homer ; 
and 1 shall keep my word, in fairly 
tellinff wherein I disagree from you. 
It k ‘but in two or thrcK) very small 
pointSy not so much of the dispute as 
of the parties concerned in it, I 
cannot think quite so highly of the 
lady’s learning, though 1 respect it 
very much. It is great coinplaisancc 
in that polite nation to allow her to 
be a critic of equal rank with her Jius- 
band. To instance no farther, his 
remswks on Horace show more good 
sense, penetration, and a better taste 
of his author, and those upon Aristo- 
tle’s Art of Poetry more skill and 
science, than any of hers on any au- 
thor , whatever. In truth, they are 
much foore slight, dwell more in ge- 
nerals,, and are besides, for the most 
part, less her own ; of which her re- 
hiarks upon Homer are an example, 
where EustatMus is transcribed ten 
times for once that he is quoted. 
Nor js there at ail more depth of- 
learning in those ui>on Terence, 
Plautus, or (where they were most 
waijited) upon Aristophanes ; only the 
s<^ia upon the latter are 
somq; of the extpit. 

believe me, that I 
^doiot eehiph to find defects in a la- 
dy my ^he Iliad 

^ see them j yet I have 
had 1 ^ much of the French complai- 
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sanee as to conceal her thefla; for 
wherever I have found her noteB to 
be wholly another's (which is the 
case in some hundreds) I have l>arely 
quoted the true proprietor, witho# 
observing upon it. If Madai^ 
d'Acier has ever seen myobsenm^ 
tions, she will be sensible of thi^ 
conduct; but what effect it may 
have upon a lady, I will not answer 
for. 

Tn the next place, as to M. de Ja 
Motte, I think your grace hardly does 
him right, in supposing he could have 
no idea of the beauty of Homer’s epic 
poetry but what he learned from Ma- 
dame d’Acier’s prose translation. 
There had been a very elegant prose 
translation before, that of Monsieur 
de la Valterie ,* so elegant, that the 
style of it was evidently the original 
and model of the famous Tolehiaque^ 
Your grace very justly animadverts 
against the too great di&pqshion td* 
finding faults in the one, and of con- 
fessing none in the other. Bui| 
doubtless, as to violence, the lady 
has infinitely the better of the gen^ 
tleman. Nothing can be more po- 
lite, dispassionate, or sensible, than 
M. de la Motte’s manner of managr 
ing the dispute: and so much as j 
see your grace admires the beauty of 
his verse (in which you have the 
suffrage too of the archbishop fif I 
Cambray), I will venture to aay, bis 
prose is full as good. 1 think thme^ 
fore when you say, No disputants, 
even in divinity, could be mnre ou^ 

. rageous and uncharitable than th^p 
two authors, you are a little too hwrd.| 
'upon M, de la Motte. Not but that 
(with your grace) I doObt as little of | 
the zeal of commentators as of the 
zeal of divines, and am as 
believe of the passions and 
mankind in general, that f did 
same interest go siong 
they would carry the 
to as violent ejaremes, 
and even persecatitnis; about a 
ety of opinions In criticism, a* 


they did about religion ; and that, in 
defect of Scripture to quarrel upon, 
we should have the French, Italian, 
and Dutch commentators ready to 
burn one another almut Homer, Vir- 
gil, Terence, and Horace, 

I do not wonder your grace is 
shocked at the flight of Hector upon 
the first appearance of Achilles, in 
the twenty-i^econd Iliad. However 
(to. show myself a true commentator, 
if not a true critic),! will endeavour 
to excuse* if not to defend it, in my 
notes on that book; and to save my- 
self what ' trouble I can, instead of 
doing it in this letter, I will draw up 
the substance of what 1 have to say 
for it in a separate paper, which 1*11 
show your grace when we next meet. 
I ivill only desire you to allow me, 
that Hector wad in an absolute cer- 
tainty of death, and depressed over 
and above with the conscience of be- 
ing. in an jll cause. If your heart be 
so great, as not tO: grartt the first of 
fhese sink the apbrit of a hero, 
you will at Jeast be so good as to al- 
low iW wmnd may. But 1 can tell 
your grace, po less a hero than my 
lord Teferborrow, when a perejon 
coinplimented him for never being 
afraid, made this ah»wer ; ‘‘ Sir, show 
me a danger that l think an immi- 
nent and real one, ^fud I promise you 
I will be as nmch afraid as any of 
ypp.” I ain your graee^s, &.c. 


LETTER XLV. 

'Dr. Arhuthml; ta -Mr, Pope, 

> ' .UiKloa,,^^. 7, ni K 

I am e^trem^ly obliged to you for 
taking notice of a poor pld distrest 
courtieir, j^mnionly the most dpapi- 
saide the wqrldr. 

has ^ i^|t<^':Sfnblerus|, thafl 
rei^ver.#;his,)pen^s, 

Imiks'iikO dthdt':#neq. 

and 
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neglected among old newspapers^ 
eases, pGtitions> and abundance of 
unanswerable letters. I wish to God 
they had been among the papers of 
a noble lord sealed up. Then might 
Scriblerus have passed for the Pro^ 
tender, and it would have been a 
most excellent and laborious work 
for the Flying Po&t> or some such au- 
thor, to have allegorised all his ad- 
ventures into a plot, and found out 
mysteries somcw'hat like the Key to 
the Look. Martin’s office is now 
the second door on the left hand in 
Dover-strcct, where he Will be glad 
to see Dr. Parnelle^ Mr. Pope, and 
his old friends, to whom he can Still 
afft>rd a half pint of claret. It is witli 
some pleasure that he contemplates 
the world still busy, arid all inankind 
M^Work for him. I have seen a let- 
'.ip* from dean Swift: he keeps upliis 
jtmble spirit, apd though like a man 
knocked down, you may behold him 
still with a stern countenance, and 
aiming a blow at bia adversaries. I 
will add no niore, being in haste, on«^ 
ly that I will never forgive you if you 
do not use my atbresuid hmise in Do- 
ver-street with the ’ freedom as 
you did that in f Ames’s 3 ftir ^ 

our ftiendsh^ was not beguh npdn 
the relation of a courtier 1; so 1 hc^ 
it will not eiidi with it. 1 Will always 
be proud to be reckoned amon^ 
the number of your friends, nnd hum- 
ble servants. 


LETTER XLVl: 

; ' ‘^1^. ' 

f the Earl of fhforS; 

'• 'October it, mi,' 

My torjd, , > ' 

Ymfr lordahip may be «t 

the ai1iifey.\I tiSke'Jfr 
though 

With 

U 'ofrieTs 

you wilt Wdnd^'I am stiH 



desirous to have you think me your 
grateful and faithful servant ; but, I 
own, I have an ambition yet farther, 
to have others think me so, which is 
the occasion I give your lordship the 
trouble of this. Poor Parnelle, be- 
fore he died, left me the charge of 
publishing these few remains of his ; 
I have a strong desire to make them, 
their author, and their publisher, 
more Cbnsiderable, by addressing and 
dedicating them all to you. There 
is a pleasure in bearing testimony to 
truth* and a vanity, perhaps, which, 
at least, is as excusable as any vanity 
can be, I beg you, my lord, to allow 
me to gratify it in prefixi/»g this pa- 
per of honest verses to the book. I 
send the bo6k itself, which, I dare 
say, you will receive more satisfac- 
tion in perusing, than you can from 
any thing Written upon the subject 
of yourself. Therefore I a,m a good 
deal in doubt, whether you will care 
for such an addition to it. All I say 
for it is, that it is the only dedica- 
tion I ever writ, and shall be the on- 
ly one, whether you accept of it or 
not : for I will not bow the knee to a 
less man than my lord Oxford ; and 
I expect to see no greater in my 
time. 

After all, if your lordship will 
teirmy lord Harley that I must not 
do this, you may depend ujrnn a sup- 
pression of these verses (the only 
copy whereof I send you) ; but you 
never shall suppress that great, sin- 
cere, and entire respect, with which 
Tam always, my lord, your, A&c. 

LETTER XLVII. 

, The Edfl oftltfird to Mr. Pope. 

■vV.'-;;'':, , Castt 1721 

I',. 

‘ .1 your packet, which 

^uid not but me great pleasure, 
to SCO. you preserv^^ an old friend in 
your mdlhory : for it must needs be 
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very agreeable to be remembered by which is happily turned to preserve 
those we highly value. But then peace and qiiiet among us. What 
how much shame did it cause a dismal scene has. there been opened 
when I read your very fine verses in the north ! What ruin have those 
inclosed! My mind reproached , gentlemen drawn 

how far short I came of what your Upon themselves and their miserable 
great friendship and delicate ^.pen followers, and perchance upon many 
would partially describe me. You others too, who upon no account 
ask my consent to publish it ; to what would be their followers ! However, 
straits doth this reduce me \ 1 look it may look ungenerous to reproach 
back indeed to those evenings 1 have people in distress,. I do not remem- 
usefiiHy and pleasantly spent with her you and 1 ever used to trouble 
Mr, Pope, Mr. Pamelle, dean Swift, ourselves about politics ; but when 
the Doctor, &c. I should be glad any matter happened to fall into our 
the world knew you admitted me discourse, we used to condemn all 
to your friendship; and since your undertakings that tended towards 
aftection is too hard for your judg- the disturbing the peace and quiet of 
meat, I am contented to let the our country, as contrary to the no- 
world know how well Mr. Pope can lions we had of morality and religion, 
write upon a barren subject 1 re- which oblige us on iiO pretence 
turn you an exact copy of the verses, whatsoever to - violate the laws of 
that I may keep the original, ,as a charity. How riiany lives have there 
testimony of the only error you have been , lost in hot blood ! and how 
been guilty of. I hope very speedily many more are there like to be taken 
to embrace you in London, and to off in cold 1 If the broils of the nk- 
assure you of the particular esteem tion affect you, come dowq to me, 
and friendship wherewith I am your, and though we are fanners, you 

know Eumeus made his friends wel- 
come. You shall here worship the 
echo at < your ease ; indeed we are 
LETTER XLVIIl. forced to do so, because we cannot 

, hear the first report,, and therefore 
, fire obliged to listen to the second ; 
Edward Blount^ to Mr. which,, mr security’s s|ike, I do not 

almya believe neith^^ 

Nov. 16, 1716^ it is a great many years I 

It is an agreement of long da^ ^11' in love with the characW bf 
between you and me, that you should Fomponius Atticus : 1 longe4 imi- 
do with my letters just as you tate him a little, and have contrived 
pleased, and answer them at yotir hitherto to be, lihe him, ei^gaged in 
leisure; and that is as soon as I shall' ho party, but to bo a faithful friend 
think you ought. I have so true a to some in both. I find myself very 
taste of the substantial part of your well in tliis way hitherto, and live in 
friendship, that 1. wave all ceremq- a certain peace of mind by it, which, 
nials ; and am. Sure to make yq^u as I am persuaded, brings a man more 
many visits as I can, and you content ^tten all the perquisites of 
to return them whenever yod j^okse, wild ainj^ion* I wHh pleasure join 
assuring you they shall at a^^^tilnes with, yo^ wishing, hayl ^m not 
be heartily welcome to me* . to say in praying, Ibr ^the 

The many alarms. wo l^ve ^welfiire^ temporal and a-H 

your parts, have no effect upon tbq mankind* > How affec- 

genius that reigns in our count^ydUonately then shaH 1 do.so^^ you, 
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since I am in a particular niaur 
nesr, and with all sinoerity, your, 

&-C. 


EETTER XEIX. 

Mr, Pope to P^we^ JBlouHt^ Esg. 

Jsa. 21, 1716*171,6. 

I know of nothing tha^, i(vill h^ so 
interesting to you at pire^nt, as 
some circumstances of the last act 
of that Eminent comic poot,. and our 
friend, Wycherley. Ho had often 
told me, as 1 doubt not ho did all his 
acquaintance, that he would marry 
as soOn as his iitb was despaired of. 
Accordingly, a few days before his 
death, he underwent the ceremony ; 
and joined together those ttyo sacra- 
ments which, wise men say, should 
be the last we receive t ’ for if you 
obimrye, niatrimbiiy , is placed after 
extreme unetio# in qifr Catechism, 
as a kind of hint of the' order of time 
in which they are to t>e taken, t'he 
old man then lay dawh, satisfied in 
the conscience of having by this one 
act paid his just debts, a wo^ 

man who (he wak tolidji h^d inerit, 
and sllown im heroic TOfiqntment M 
the ilf usag^'jbi;; to./ SomS 

hundired pOmdis w%ic% had wilh : 
the lady' dehta^^ W; 

jointure of hw^idred a 
her a r^mjpiBnim;;' aitd thd nephew 
he left tb c^f^tt him^f ua well as 
ho could, with'lhe remains 

of a thongaged estate* l.s^W out 
li^ion^ tmoe tlds done, less 
peeyt^h^'^'hisafcknese us^' 

to 'be' ;;^'^hk;. health ; neithi^lr, ' m^h 
afraid, of nor^ (Which in him 
had been MhoiyxmttcKashamt^ 
of marry^.''''’The evoning 'J;e%e; 
he hO; h*®t- y#»gr^ife- 

' hm:;; not' 'th 

her*: deWrJ'’’a^‘"'hnV' 



this, that you will never , marry a» 
old man ogain*’' f cannot help re- 
marking, that sickness, which often 
destroys both wit and wisdom, yet 
seldom has power to remove that 
talent which we call humour. Mr. 
Wycherley showed this, even in this 
last compliment ; though I think his 
request a little, hard ; for why slwuld 
he ^ar her from doulding her jointure 
on thc.j^ame easy terms'! 

So trivial as these circumstances 
are, I should pot h®l displeased my- 
self to know such trifles, when they 
concern or characterise any eminent 
person. The wisest and wittiest 
of men are seldom wiser or wittier 
than others in these sober moments ; 
at least, our friend ended much in 
the character he had lived in ; and 
Horace’s rule for a play may as well 
be applied tp him as a playwright : 

Servfetiir ad inoum, 

Q^alU ab iacepto proce^eiit, «i sibi constet.* 


LETTER L. 

Mr, Pope to Edward Blount^ Es^q 

Feb. 10, 1715-16. 

' I am just returned from the coun- 
tryy]*S’hith®^ Mr. Rowe accompanied 
du^iaiid passed a week in the Forest. 
I hped xmt tel! you how much a man 
|of his turn entertained me ; but 1 
acquaint you, there is a vivacity 
ahd jgamtybf disposition almost pe- 
ciflla* to him, which makes it imjms- 
si^^le part from hiin without that 
uhe^iimss which generally succeeds 
all bor pleasures. I have been just 
taking a sdlitarjr walk by moonshine, 
fifll of rpflectiona "pn the transitory 
pfcf hutpan delights; and 
givih|:/:my ! loose in the 

cbntjeti^]N^ti(qh,| of satisftictions 
may., hereafter 
tafiitb' ih; ihe, separate 

* eoatiaue to tb» end ar b« began, 

and be with hintself. 
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eipirits, when we ehaU range the|ftniply to experience. Let nte take 
walks al>ove« an4 perhaps gaze on so much decent pride and dignity 
this world at as vast a distance as apou me as to tell you^ that but for 
we now do on those worlds. The opinions like these which I discover- 
pleasures we are to enjoy in that con*: ed in ^^our mind, 1 had never made 
versation must undoubtedly bo of a the trial I have done, which has 
nobler kind, and (not unlikely) nmy succeeded so much to mine, and, I 
proceed from the discoveries each, believe, not less to your satisfaction ; 
shall communicate to another, of for, if I know you right, your plea- 
God and of Nature ,* for the happi- sure is ^eater in obliging me than 1 
ness of minds cm sorely be nothing cm fern on my part, till it falls in 
but knowledge. my power to oblige you. 

The highest gratihoation We re? Xour remark, that the variety of 
ceive here irom company is mirth, (pinions in politics or religion, is 
which, at the best, is but a fluttering often rather a gratification than an 
uiuiuiet motion, that heats abc^ut the objection, to people who have sense 
breast for a few moments, and after, enough to consider the beautiful or- 
leaves it void and empty. Keeping der of nature in her variations, makes 
good company, even the best, is but me think you have not construed 
a less shameful art of losing, time. Joannes &cundus wrong, in tite 
What wc here call Science'and Etu-* verse which precedes that which you 
dy are little better : the greatesr quote : bme mta fides * as I take it, 
number of arts to which we apply does no way signify the Roman 
ourselves are mere grcqiing In the Catholic religion, though Seoundus 
dark; and even tho search of our was of it I think it was a generous , 
most important concerns in a future thought, and one that flowed from an 
l>eing is but a needless, anxious, and. exalted minci, that it was not iinpro- 
uncertain haste to be knowing, soorn jbable but God might be delighted 
er than we can, what, without all with the various methods of worship- 
this solicitude, we shall know a little phxi|. l^ima which divided the whole 
later. Wo are but curious imperti- worid.: I atin |iretty sure you and I 
nents in the case of futurity. It la should nc more nif^e good inquisi* 
not our business to be guessing w|iat fork to the moderh tyranm in mth,^ 
the state of souls shall be, but than we could -have been qtialliied 
doing what may make our own State for lictors to Procrustes, when Im 
happy : we caniiot be knowing, but cemverted' refractory members . with 
we can be virtuous. the rack. In a word, t can only 

If this be my notion of a great Ipeat to you wfoit, ! think, 1 have for- 
part of that high science, Divinity, meily said^^ fear God 

you will be so civU as to lmagixfo.L damn a man who has charity, as 
fay no mighty stress upon the yest; | that any prte^^ save him 
Even of my darling ppetry I really wltlmut it:;; I am, dtc. 
make no other usO) than horses of • V 

the bells that jingle about^ their jattrs. . 

(though now anid then LETTER LI. 

heads as if they wdfO proud of K \ 
only to jog on w nime Peps 

Your pbserv^iorfo'on- tlfoi '' ^ , v. ^ 

conceptions of fo^kind ih'tifo'ifoiA'i ' iv-,' ■„ ' 

of friendship, in, what think your leaving. ' 

-^as so forluna^fo m at my first knonri^ life® a 
ledge of you to hope, and since sof : ^ 


, ■ ' ' . ' f '■ 
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with tlie blessed co^seience of hav->| 
ing acted well in it; and 1 hope you 
have received your reward, in being 
happy where you are. I believe, in 
the religious country you , inhabit, 
you will be better pleased to hnd 1 
consider you in this light, than if I 
compared you to those Greeks and 
Romans, whose constancy in suffer^ 
ing pain, and whose resolution { in 
pursuit of a generous end, you would 
rather itnitate than boast of. 

But , I had a melancholy hint the 
other day, as if you were yet a mar- 
tyr to the fatigue your virtue made 
you undergo on this side the water. 
1 beg, if your health be restored to 
you, not to deny me the joy of know- 
ing it Your endeavours of service 
and good advice to the. poor papists, 
put me in mind of Noah’s preach- 
ing forty years to those folks that 
Were to be drowned at last. At the 
worst, I heartily wish yc^r ark may 
find an Ararat, and the' wife and 
family (the hopes of the good patri- 
arch) lamd safely afte^ the deluge 
upon the shore 'of Totm^. , 

If I durst mix profane yrith sacred 
history, I would ch^r you with the 
old tflde of Brutus, the ^ wanderii^ 
Timjan^’ who found oh that very coast 
the ha^^y thlid of his peregrinations 
and adventiites. , 

I have very Iktely read Jdffery of 
Monmouth (to whom your Cornwall 
is not a little beholden) in the trans-* 
lation of a clergymah in" my neigh- 
i^l^thood. The poor into is highly 
.;honeenied to yihdicate Jefferyfs vo^J 
isaoily as ah' historian ; and told.ine,; 
he .was periectly astonished we of 
the iRoihan hohimun iop could doubt 
jieg|iidi of giants, While 
we IMieVe those of hdr ssiints. Lehi 
'fair i^ihpoihiSoti: 
wjfh oreditinfe''; eoihe 

“ "hftodera 





[book lit. 

Tolentine’s Ohicken. Thus we pro- 
ceed apace in converting each other 
from all manner of infidelity. 

Ajax and Hector are no more to 
be compared to Corimeus and Ar- 
thur, than the Guelphs and Ghibel- 
lines are to the Mohocl^ of ever 
dreadful memory. This amazing 
writer has U^ado me lay aside Homer 
for a and, when I take him < 

up agfdlif^ shall be very well pre- 
pared “to translate, with belief and 
reverence, the speech of Achilles’s 
horisie. 

You will excuse all this trifling, or 
any thing else which prevents a 
sheet full of compliments ; and be- 
lieve there is nothing more true 
(even more true than any thing in 
iefiery is false) than that 1 have a 
constant aflection for you, and am, 
dec.' , 

P. B. I know you will take part 
ih rejoicing for the victory of prince 
Eugene over the Turks, in the zeal 
you bear to the Christian interest, 
though your cousin of Oxford (with 
whom I dined yesterday) says, there 
is no other difference in the Cliristiaiis 
beating the Turks, or the Turks 
beating the Christians, than whether 
the; emperor shall first declare war 
against Spain, or Spain declare it 
against the emperor. 


LETTER LIL 

J#r, Pop 4 to JSdmard Shunt j JB$q. • 


Wov. 17,l7ir‘ 
The question you proposed to me 
ta what at, pre^nt I am the most 
uhfit ipatt in th^ world to answer, by 
my loss of one of the best of fathers. 

' Hie ;had, lived, in sueh a course of 
leinpertoxm ais Was enotifh to make 
the longest life agreeable to him, 
tod in ; such a tourse of piety a& 
sufficed to make the most sudden'"^ 
death so also. BuddeO* indeed, it 
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was ; however, I heartily beg of QodJ 
to give me such a one, provided I 
can lead such a life. I leave him to 
the mercy of God, and to the piety 
of a religion that extends beyond 
the grave. 

He has left me to the ticklish man- 
agement of so narrow a fortune, that 
any one Iklse step would be fatal. I 
My mother is in that dispirited state | 
of resignation, which is the efiect of i 
long life, and the loss of what is dear] 
to US. We are really each of us in 
want of a friend, of such a humane 
turn as yourself, to make almost any 
thing desirable to us. I feel yourj 
absence more than ever, at tlie same 
time I can less express my regards 
to you than ever ; and shall make 
tliis, which is the most sincere letter 
i ever writ to you, the shortest and 
famlcst, iKjrhaps, of any you have 
received. It is enough if you re- 
flect, that barely to remember any 
person when one’s mind is taken Up 
with a sensible sorrow, is a great de- 
gree of friendship. I can say no 
more, but that I love you, and all 
liial are yours ; and that I wish it 
may be very long before any of yours 
shall feel for you what I now feel for 
iny father. Adieu. 

LETTER LIII. 


Mr. Pope to Pdward Blount ^ Esq. 

. Ron^inb in Gloucestershire, Oct. 3, HjSii 

Your kind letter has overtefcedj 
- 'me here, for I have been in au^l 
about this country ever since youri 
departine. X am well jpleased 
date this from a place so Well 
to Mrs. Bloudi, where I wrtfo^ if | 
I were dictafod to her 
whose feces are all upon me*,;, 4 
none so much as sir C(irktopiihr 
« Guise, who, bejing in his shirt, seemsj 
as ready to coihhat me as her ciwi|i 
sir John was to demolish duke Lah- 


casier. I dare say your lady will re- 
collect his ftgure. 1 looked upon the 
mansion, wslls, and terraces ; the plan- 
tations and slopes which nature has 
made to command a variety of val- 
leys and rising woods, with a venera- 
tion mixed with a pleasure, that re- 
presented her to me in those puerile 
amusements, which engaged her so 
many years ago in this place. I fan- 
cied I saw her sober over a sam- 
pler, or gay over a jointed baby. I 
dare say she did one thing more, 
even in those early times ; — “ re 
membered ^ her Creator in the days 
of her youth.” 

You describe so well your hermi- 
tical state of life, that none of the 
ancient anchorites could go beyond 
you for a cave in ,a rock, with a fine 
spring, or any of the accommodations 
that befit a solitary. sOnly I do not 
remember to :hav:e read that any of 
those venerable and holy personages 
took with them «• fedy, and begat 
sons and daughters. You must mo- 
destly be content to be accounted a 
patriarch, were you a little 

younger, I should^ rather rank you 
with sir Atnadis, and his fellows. 
If piety be so romdntic, I shall turn 
Hermit in g^d earnest ; for, I see, 
one msty go so fer as to he poetical, 
and hojpe to. save one*e apul at the 
same tunblM . I reajiy wish , myself 
someUdhg tn 0 re,-:;^that is, a prophet ; 
for 1 wish, I were ' as Habakkuk, fo 
be taken hf* the hair of his head, and 
vfeit Daniel. in his denJ You are very 
iip^bliging in saying I have now a whole 
femily Upon mf hands; to whom 
;to ; discharge fbe part of a friend, 1 
assure you, Idiko them all so well, 
that I will ,nevm quit my , hereditary 
right tp you have made me 

yours, tlieih mIptU. 

.i still seH^m'Walfeing/cbimyjg^^ 
atvTwickeia-ham;' 
member, mi^y^ the^ 
the' 
how 
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from us again. Do away your dirty 
acres ; cast them to dirty people, such 
as, in the Scripturo-phrase, possess 
the land. Shake off your earth, like 
the noble animal in Miltoix : — 

Tho tawny Hon, pawing to get free 
Hw hipder parts, he spnngs as broke from bonds. 
And, rampant, shakes his brinded mane ; the 
onnee, 

The libbard, and the tiger, as the mole 
Risinp the^cruipbled earth above Uiem threw 

But, I believe, Milton never thought 
these fine verses of his should be ap- 
plied to a man selling a parcel of dir- 
ty acres ; though in the main, I think 
it may have some resemblance. For, 
God knows! this little space of 

, ^ _ ground nourishes, buries, and con- 

rance of it. I should have else been i fines us, that of Eden did those 
seriously and deeply afflicted in the] creatures, till we can shake it loose, 
.L . . , , .. 1 ^^ in our affections and de- 

sires. 

Believe, dear sir, I truly love and 
value you; lot Mrs. Blount know 
that she is in the list of my M^mento^ 
Dmaim, fdrnulorum famularumgue, 
dt-c. My poor mother is far from 
well, declining ; and I am watching 
over her as we watch an expiring ta- 
per, that even when it looks bright- 
er, rwtes fastest. I am (as you 
will see from the whole air of this 
letter) not in the gayest nor easiest 
humour, but ^ways with sincerity 
your, d&c. 


Pray think of me sometimes, as I 
ehall often of you ; and know me fi^r 
what 1 am, that is, your, &c. 


LETTER LIV, 

Mr. Pope to J3, Blount^ Esq, 

Oct. £1, mi. 

Your very kind apd obliging man- 
ner of inquiring affet' me, among the 
first concerns of life, at your resusci- 
tation, should have been sooner an- 
swered and acknowledged. I sin- 
cerely rejoice at your recovery fromj 
an illness which gave me less pain 
than it did you, only from nriy igno- 


thought of your danger by a fever, 
think it a hne and a natural thought 
which I lately read in a letter of 
Montaigne's, published by P, Coste, 
giving an account ojf tko /Iast woirds 
of an intimate friend of his : ‘ * Adicu^ 
my friend ! the pain I feel will soon 
be over; but I grieve for, what you 
are to feel, which is to last you for 
life.” 

, 1( join with yoiir ftmily in giving 
God thanks fef lending us a worthy 
man somewilutt longer^ The com^ 
forts you receive from their atten« 
dance put me in mind what old 
Fletcher of Baltonne said one dpy to 
me : Alas, I have hothing to dobuti 
to die!— I. am a pCMtk.lhdm ; no 
creature to wish or 'to' j^iar fer ,my 
or death ; it is the oiily rea^oii 1 
to repent being a single num : 
how It grow old, I am like a tree 
withoul :a pro{»» and without' young 

tree^ jTort ftn* pmupsuy 



andneyer 'Stit 


LETTER LV; 

, jjfr. Papv to M- JBlomU, JEsq. 

Jmmc Jtt, 1733. 

may auly ^ me the justice 
no laaffl is more your sin- 
ibiua myseU; or more 

r* ' » '1 


w jl! pispnot deny 
bip^’J'hai^d a of envy tii you 

40, fejr rW aniither so well, 

ao^ for oh^ym^ sweets of .that 

. £hpnatabe>r,OtKkrd,(Hy kaiMi- 

moidans, S&6. 


»»CT. I.] 


MODERN, OP LATE DATE- 




life which can only be tasted by peo- 
ple of good-wilL 


They fron 
And from 


a 4tesert banish solitude. 


Torbay is a paradise : and a storm is 
but an amusement to such people^ 
If you drink tea upon a promontory 
that overhangs the sea, it is preferai- 
blc to an assembly ; and the whist- 
ling of the wind better music to con- 
tented and loving minds, than the 
opera to the spleenfub ambitious, dis- 
eased, distasted, and distracted souls 
which this world affords ; nay, this 
world afibrds no other. Ilappy they 
who are banished from us ! but hap- 
pier they who can banish themselves, 
or, more properly, banish the world 
from them ! 

Alas 1 I live at Twickenham \ 

I take that period to be very ^ib- 
lime, and to include more than a 
hundred sentences that might be writ 
to OKj^ress distraction, hurry, multi- 
plication of nothings, and all the fa-» 
tiguing perpetual business of having 
no business to do. Youll wonder I 
reckon translating the Odyssey as 
nothing. But whenever I think se- 
riously (and of late I have mot with 
so many occasions of thinking seri- 
ously, that 1 begin ne^ver to think 
otherwise) I cannot but think these 
things very idle ; as idle as if a beast 
of burden should go on jingling his 
bells, without bearing any thing va- 
luable about him, or ever serving his 
master. ' . , ■ , 

^ « Life’s vaiti amusenufehid, antfdrt wfakrh dwell f 

Not ivmgh’d, or uod^ndood,. by the griifr of 

said a heathen poet ; as he is ana- 
lated by a Christian bishop,' hap, 
first by his exhortations, ind by 
his example; taught me to thhik 
becomes a reasonable creahiro f ’* ' 
he is gone! 


. 1 remebther 1 promised to write iibfm 
yon, as soon as I should hear ' 


were got home. You must look on 
this as the first day I have been my- 
self, and pass over the mad interval 
unimputed to me. How punctual a 
correspondent I shall henceforward 
be able or not able to be, God knows : 
bat he knows I shall ever be a punc- 
tual and grateful friend, and all the 
good wishes of such an one will ever 
attend you. 


LETTER LYT. 

Afir. JRbp^to tfit Hon. Robert Dighy. 

June 2, 1717. 

I had pleased myself sooner in 
writing to you, bm that I have been 
your successor in a fit of sickness, 
and am not yet'so much recovered, 
but that I have thoughts of using 
your physicians.^ They are as grave 
persons as any of the faculty, and 
(like the ancients) carry their own 
medicaments about with them. But 
indeed the moderns are such lovers 
of raillery that nothing is grave 
enough to escape them. Let them 
laugh, but people will still have their 
opinions : as they think our doctors 
asseS to them, we will think them 
asses, to our doctors. 

I am glad you are so much in a bet- 
ter state of health as to allpw me to 
jest aWui 'it. My edneern, when 1 
beard' of ydur, danger, was so very 
serious, that 1 almost take it ill that 
iDr. Evan^ . should tell you of it, or 
yiaa, mention it. I tell you fairly, if 
yoti and a few more such people were 
to leave the world, I would not give 
sixpence to stay in it ' 

am not so much concerned as^ to 
the point wbdther yoii are to live fat 
jlean j mpst men of wit dr hohedy 

^infiadecreedryoti. shall ; 

relied MMI 
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It is something particular in you 
uot to be satisfied with sending me 
your4own books, but to make your ac- 
quaintance continue the frolic. Mr. 
Wharton forced me to take Gorbo- 
duc, which has since done me great 
credit with several people, as it has 
done Dryden and Oldham some dis- 
kin d ness, in showing there is as 
much difference between their Gor- 
boduc and this> as between queen 
Anne and king George. It is truly 
a scandal, that men should write with 
contempt of a piece which they never 
once saw, as those two po^ts did, 
who were ignorant even of the .sex, 
as well as sense, of Gorboduc 

Adieu ] I am going to forget you : 
this minute, you touk up all my mind ; 
the next, 1 shall think of nothing but 
the reconciliation with Agamemnon, 
and the recovery of Briseis. I shaU 
be Achilles’s humble servant these 
two months (with the good ; lekve of 
all my friends). 1 have no ambition 
60 strong at present as that noble one 
of sir Nathaniel Love!, recorder of 
London, to furnish out a decent and 
plentiful execution of Greeks and 
Trqans. It is not to be expressed 
how heartily I wish the death of all 
•Homer’s heroes, one af^er another. 
The , Lord jU'^rve me in the, day of 
battle, uthich Is iust af • 


^ ^ j 

Join in your prkycts me, and 
know me to be always ypur^ dec. 

' LETTER iLyfc; 



that spirit, which 1 take to be as fa- 
miHar to you as a quotidian ague, 1 
mean the spirit of goodness, pray 
never stint it, in any fear of obliging 
me to a civility beyond my natural 
inclination. 1 dare trust you, sir, 
not only with my folly when I write, 
but with negligence when 1 dO not ; 
and expect equally your pardon for 
either. 

If I, knew how to entertain you 
through the rest of this paper, it 
should be spotted and diversified with 
conceits all over ; you should be put 
out of breath with laughter at each 
sentence, and pause at each period, 
to look back over how much wit you 
have passed j but I have found by . 
experience, that people now a-days 
regard writing as little as they do 
preaching : the most we can hope is 
to be heard just with decency and 
patience, once a tyeek, by folks in the 
country. Here in town we hum over 
a piece of fine writing, and we whis- 
tle at a sermon. The stage is the 
only place we seem alive at; there in- 
deed we stare, and roar, and clap 
hands for ki^g George and the go- 
vernment. As . for all other virtues 
but this loyalty, they are an obsolete 
train, so ill dressed, that men, wo- 
men, and children hiss them out of 
all g<^ company. Humility knocks 
so sneakingiy at the door, that every 
footifiahoutraps it, and makes it give 
way to the firee entrance of pride, 
prodigality, and vain glory. ; , 

My liaidy jScudamore, from having 
ruetlcatod in your company too Jong, 
t^ly h^^haves hermit scandalously • 

Uef i she pretends ;to open her^ 
eyes.for the , seeing the sun,*"^ 

and , to sleep, Imcatiii^^ it is night; 

I drinks nine to the morn ing, 

said her^pray- 

. * tijifcis. Without any 

ner o)t hooks, and has 

.OibhWr^aflay'of'ihe^Nonju- 
:i:or. ilm o 

a hbei; on ;Phd^ toilette/ which gives 
btipe that you at le^ 
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a taste of scandal left you, in deft^ct cessarily annex splendour to her : 
of all other vices, and we could as soon imagine the or- 

Upon the whole matter, I heartily der of things inverted, and that there 
wish you well ; but as I cannot ert- is no man in the moon, as believe 
tirely desire the ruin of all the joys the contrary. I cannot forbear tell- 
of this city, so all that remains is to ing you we indeed read the Spoils 
wish you would keep your happi* of Rapine as boys do the English 
ness to yourselves, that the happi* Rogue, and hug ourselves full as 
est here may not die with envy af much over it ; yet our roses are not 
a bliss which they cannot attain to. without thorns. Pray give me the 
I am, d&c* pleasure of hearing (when you are at 

leisure) how soon I may expect to 
see the next volume of Homer. 1 
LETTER LVIII. am, &c. 

Mr. Diffby to Mr. Pope. 

letter HX. 

Ooleshill, April, 1718. 

I have read your letter over and JIfr. Pope to Mr. Dighy. 
over with delight. By your descrip- 
tion of the town I imagine it to lie h 

tinder some great enchantment, and You will think me very full of 
am very much concerned for you and myself, when after long silence 
all my friends in it. I am the more (which, however, to say truth, has 
afraid, imagining, since you do not rather been employed to contemn 
fly those horrible monsters, rapine, plate of you than to forget you) I 
dissimulation, and luxury, that a ma- begin to talk of my own works. I 
gic eii'cle is , drawn about you, and find it is iiV the finishing a book as 
you cannot escape. We are here in in concluding a session of p&rlia- 
the country in quite another world, ment, one always thinks it will be 
surrounded with blessings and plea^ very j^oon, and finds it very late, 
sures, without any occasion of exer- Thercv are many unIooked"-for inci- 
cising our irascible faculties J indeed dents to retard the- clearing any pub- 
we cannot boast of good-breeding and lie account j and so I see it is in 
tlie art of life, but yet wo do not live mine. /I ;have plagued myself, like 
unpleasantly in primitive simplicity grea^ : mipi]^er$, with undertaking 
and good humour. The fashions of too .much wr one man ; and^ with a 
the town affect us but just like a ra- desife of doing' more than was ex- 
ree-show; wo have curiosity to pected from. me, have done less than 
peep at them, and nothing more. 1 ought. 

- What you call pride, prodigality^ and For having designed fpur very la- 
^ vain glory, we cannot find in ^mp borious and uncommon sort of in- 
and Splendour at this distance ; it ap- dexes to Homer, , I am forced, for 
pears to us a fine glittering scene, want of time, to publish two only, 
which if we do not envy you, we the deeagn of which,, you will own to 
think you happier than wh: (aiNfe th^ ^ pretty, 

your enjoying^ it 'Wli^vei*}%ou B^uouthd.* I have. also been obljijl^ 
may think to p^suado ns of the hti- fp leave tinfinisbed :h[i m? 
mility of virtae,^iand' her; appeai^g he^ of ,^tWO 
rags among you, we can' never''fe theology 
: .otir umnformed, minds',' tep^;^d 

, - eoht her^ so noble to us; that we ne^fmer ' and Virga.^’'-;^ wait 
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for future editions, ot perisii: and 
(one vmy or other, no great matter 
which) dabit Dms hU ^tfpque Jldem, 
I think of you every day, I assure 
you, even ivithout such good memo* 
riais of you as your sisters, with whom 
I sometimes talk of you, and . find it 
one of the most agreeable of all sub- 
jects to them. ,My lord Digby must 
be perpetually remembered by all 
who e%or knew him or knew his 
ohildr^. There needs no mote 
than an acquaintance with your fa- 
mily, <0 m^e all elder sons wish 
they h^d Others to their lives’ 
end* ' 

1 caqnot touch upon the subject 
of filial love, without putting you in 
mind of an old woman, Who has a 
siiicere, hearty, old-fashioned respect 
for you, and constantly . blames her 
son fi>r not having writ m .you ofien- 
er to tell you so. , „ - > 

1 very much wish ^butwhat signi- 
fies my wishing !*— my lady Scuda- 
more wishes, your sisti^ wish) that 
you were with us lo compare the 
beautiful contrast this season afibrds 
us, Of the town tmd the country. No 
Me^# you could form in the winter 
can i^oke yOu^ imagine whau Twick- 
i^ham is (and what your friend Mr. 
Johnson of Twickenham is) in this 
warmer sea^. Oqr river igfljtters 
beneath an tinel^ded >:^n, at the 
Same tithe that its re^ the 
verdure of showers I 
offering their first nc^ays,; , our 
WeeS> like new acquainta^ brought! 
bkfvSj together, are stte^ching ^oir 
arms to in^t each other,^ and gro^ 
ing ahd nearer every hour: 

the Utm are faying *hett tlianliu- 

f iriilg 'tSe/fiew -.habitatilphs 


ever delight the poetical gods of the 
river may take, iii reflecting on their 
streams, by Tuscan porticos or Ionic 
pilasters. 

But (to descend from all this pomp 
of style) the best account of what 1 
am building is, that it will afford me 
a few pleasant rooms for such a friend 
as yourself, or a cool situation for an 
hour or two for lady Scudamore, 
when she will do me^he honour (at 
this public house on the road) to 
drink her oWn cider. 

The moment I mn writing thivS, 1 
am surprised with the account of the 
death of a firtend of mine ; which 
makes , all I have here been talking 
of, a mere jest ! Building, gardens, 
writings, , pleasures, works of what- 
ever stuff man can raise! none of 
them (Oo4 , knows) ctpable of ad- 
vantaging a, creature that is mortal, 
m of satisfying a soul th^ is immor- 
tal ! Dear I am, d&o. 


letter tx. 

jlfr* Oighy to Mr, I^ope, 



May 381,1720. 

Your letter, which I had two posts 
ago, was very medicinal to me ; and 
I, heailtily themk you for the relief it 
gaVa me. I was sick of the thoughts 
of my not having in all this time gnren 
you any testimony of the affoction I 
owe. you,; and Which 1 as constantly 
ihde^ iw as lihink of you. This 
indeed weis a troublesome ill to me, 
till, %ffbr reading yimr letter, 1 found ^ 
it was a most idle; weak imagmation, 
to l^ink I could so pfibnd you. Of 
a1i;:tbj&Vi^re^^ip^ have made 

<3t\yom abun-;' 



■iThifi^i.in^iiy otbet^ pleasures 
(foitr letter I that yoUr nmthar -^ 
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meiQlmTS ma ill a velr^ smoere joy to 
me, 1 C 9 finot bat reflect iiow alt)^ 
you, are ibe tinje you do any 
one a favour, you tliiuk youraelvee 
obliged aa tbi:^ that have received 
one. : Thie is indeed an old^fasliioW 
ed reapeet, hardly to be found out ot 
your • house. 1 have great hep( 
however^ to see many dld^^fasbiim^ 
virtues revive, sihee/ you, have inadel 
our a^e in love with |Ioindr ; I Jbear-^ 
tily wish yOu, who are aa jgO^ atiti- 
zen as a poet, the jpy of seeing a re- 
formation frchnyi^r werks% 1 ain in 
doubt whether 1 should congratulale 
your having finished Homer,, while 
the two Essays yjou mention are not 
completed: but if you expect no 
great trouble from finishing these, I 
heartily rejoice with youi. 

I have some faint uotipH of^dhe 
beauties of Twickenham^ from vi^ 

I here see round me. The ve«durO; 
of showers ia poured upon every 
tree and field about u« ; the gardens 
unfold variety of cotouni.to the eye 
every morning, the bed^^s Wath is 
beyd^nd all perfilme, and Urn spUgs 
of birds We hear as we)ljta ybu;; but 

though I hear and see all tlik; ;yev]^ 

think they would delight me UUflfe if 
.. you were here* I found the wanf 
these at Twtckenlmm while I w^|| 
there with you* by which \ 
what an mcrease of ^arms. jit 
now have. How ki)^ !is it iu’, y 
to Wish me the|e,.and .how unfr>iM 
tunate are. my eircpmsmooeir^At^^ 
allow me not,,; tovvi'idt.^yOU'l^ 

'see '"-you, , , I mustv, 

• alone; and' this'"- .. 

.would disappoint 

pleasure^ i the -em GircuiUBtahoe 

wiH^prevenV my 

happy hours; with- i|p ' 

thurst's ; wood^ 
ing 

VoL, in* ISfos. 4;^ d& 44. 


LETTER LXI. 

Mr, to Mr, Jp0pc, 

Sl]«rl>ome, July 9, nSO. 
rf; The London language and con- 
versation is, I find, quite changed 
since I left it, though it is not abpVe 
three or four months ago* No vio- 
lent change in the natural world ever 
i^touished a philosopher so much as 
this dq^s me. 1 hope this will calm 
all party rage, and introduce more 
humanity frian has of late obtained 
in conversation. All scandal will 
sure be laid aside; for there can be 
no such disease any more as spleen 
in ibis new golden age. 1 am pleas- 
ed with the thoughts of seeing no- 
thing, but k general good humour 
come Up^ town ; I rejoice 
jn :W uinmsarfieh^ 1 hear of, iii 
the thought 6f^ their having this 
feOt. T&y 7^^ was soon 

content ; dnd that you- icared not fi>r 
such nil as othdts wished 

you. By this account 1 judge you 
the richest : man in dib ^uih .^a, 
and congrafttlate ybh acbordihgty* I 
can wish yon only ^ lincreasb of 
health; fi>r of ficl^ and frme; you 
haydnnonghi. }' ’J’" 

'c',,;:'/ 

' ‘ ^ 
f;-' -'/i ' /-i; , 

^'|ind deaireio-Ii^w 

Udi^tisfied 

aropedhn^fe.^y^^^ I. have 
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Cirencester, tvhilJaer, 1 could jsay, 
almost in the e^ylo of a sermoki, the 
Lord bring\ne alS^ Thither 

may we tend, by varicmB ways, tOj 
one biissful bower : . thither may 
healthy peacOi and ^ood^htimour wait 
U]^ as as associates : thither may 
whole cargoes of nectar (liquor of 
life and longevity 1), by mortalB call* 
ed Epaw^Watelfi be conveyed; and 
there (as Milton has it) m^y we, 
like the deities. 

Oil flovrors repoib’d, and wiiti (hssb.firariands 
crtwny, 

Ooaif Inaionality and joy, 

^hen I . speak of garlands, I 
should not forget the green vest 
mcnts and scarm . which your sisters 
premised to make for this purpose. 
1 ea:pect you too in green, Witli a 
hunting-horn by youi:. side, iMtd' a 
green hat, the model of which yop 
may take from Osbprne^s description 
of king James the fiijstt , 

/^hat -words, what niji^hers, what 
oratory, or what poetry 
to express how , infthiteJy I esteem, 
yalue, love, and desire you all, above 
dl the great ones of this part of the 
worjji • above ail the JeVKs^ jobbers, 
bubpers, subscribers, projecto^s^^m- 
rectors, ^yernors, trea%urm?si ;j" ' 
d&e. in S€k00^f^ff.' 


and^rn^yourself ill a coi^ 
of 

marriage (J'h'.yirhmh 1 

and' il^^reifh ,>tjhat:lvaiDajt|^; 

water-^hd;;^ii^ pdladio. I 





sure this must lie such, in which 
money is showered down in such 
abundance upon us. I hope this 
overflowing will produce great and 
gO(^ hruits, and bring back the figu- 
rative moral golden age to us; 1 
have some, c^ens to induce ime to 
believe it may t for when the Muses 
delight to be near a court, when I 
find you frequently with e first mi- 
nisteti I cannot but expect from such 
an intimacy an encouragement and 
revival of the polite arts. I know 
you desire to bring them into ho- 
nour, above the golden image which 
is sot up and worshipped ; and, if 
you Cannot e^eCt it, adieu to all 
such hopes. You seerp to intimate 
in yours another face of tilings from 
this inundation of^ ivealth, os if 
beauty, wit, and valour wpuld no 
more engage otir passions in the 
pleasurable pursuit, of them, though 
.assisted by this increase ; if so, and 
if monsters as various as those 
of Nile, arh^ from this abundance, 
who ^at has «my spleen about him, 
will not haste to town to ^ laugh ? 
|.Whi^ tyili become of the play4iouse ? 
Wlm^iirill go thither, while there is 
such entertainment in the streets ? 
I hopd we shall neither want good 
liHatire nor comedy; if we do, the 
s^e hiay Well be thought barren of 

S * les, for none has ever produced 
subjects.. Your, 

'Mri, to Mr. Pope. 


; ' : OuIc^tt^NCV. 12,1720. 

I in my heart that 1 have a 
laiat of ,age we live in. 

6:^4^ ad- 

of \ sacrificing 
tb ' the 

I;,evi^^' a.'thqre 
liptim^e '.-jjbsieferri' M inj^’ ' 'fridnAs 
in tlm' SomhVEear^ 
the putdic, which is said to 
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l>e undone by it But 1 hope , the 
reason that I do not see so en- 
dontly the ruin of the public to be 
consequence of it, as I do the^ loss 
of rtiy friends. I fear there are few 
besides yourself that will be per- 
suaded by old Hesiod, that half U 
more than the whole* 1 know not 
whether I do not rejoice in your suf^ 
ferings; since they have shown me 
your mind is principled with such a 
s<mtiment. 1 assure^ yotl' 1 expect 
from it a performance greater still 
than Homer. } have an extreme 
joy from your , (^ramuniedting to rae 
tliis affection of your mind. Re- 
lieve me, dear sir, no equipage could 
show you to my eye in so much 
splendour. I wpuld not indulgc.this 
fit of philosophy so faj* as to be tedi- 
ous to you, eke 1 could proaeeuite it 
with pleasure., 

1 long to see >you> your moth^, 
and your villa ; tiU then 1 Will say no- 
thing of lord Ba^urst’s wood, which 
I saw in my return hither* Soon 
after Christmas 1 design for Lon- 
don, where 1 shall miss lady Scuda- 
more very much, who iutenat to stay 
in the country ail winter. %am an^ 
gry with her, as 1 am like lo sufier 
by this resolution; and would; ihiit 
blame her, but cannpt find a cau^^ 
The man is cursed that has a longer 
letter than this to write with , as 
bad a pen; yet I can use it Widi 
pleasure to send my services to 
good mother^ and to write myself 
your, &c. / 

\ « LETtER'';i,tV.'"''' ' 


modesty and ’ good sense there is in 
It, must please every one that reads 
itt and since there is nothing that 
can pfiend, I sec not why yon should 
balance a moment about printing it, 
always provided that there k nothing 
said there which you may have oc- 
casion to unsay hereafter; of which 
you yourself are the best and the 
only judge. This is my sincere 
opinion, which I give because you 
ask it ; and which I would not give, 
though asked, but to a man 1 value 
as much as I do you ; being sensible 
how improper it is, on mariy ac- 
counts, for me to interpose in things 
of this nature ; which I never ubder- 
stood well, and now understand 
somewhat; leas than ever I did. But 
I can deny you nothing ; especially 
since you have- had the gooilness 
often and patiently to hear what I 
have said against rhyme, and in be- 
half of blank verse ; with little dk- 
crelion perhaps, but, I am sure, with- 
out the least prejudice ; being my- 
self equally incapable of writing v^ll 
in either of those ways, and leaning, 
therefore, to neither side of the 
question, but as the appearance of 
reason , inolfnes toe. Forgive me 
thisto^, if it be one ; an error of 
asboye '^ thirty year$ ; standing, and 
which, therefpte; I shall be v^y loth 
h> pavt vWath. matters 

which lelike to pitdtte wrfting, I shall 
seldmhf di^ from you ; or if I do, 
shall l have the prudence to 
ttopitod hiy' ^ ' I am as much 

pnght to be, that is, as much as 
in^ can be, yout, &c. 


T%e Bishop if Rockier ( Dr^ it^-j 
to jtr* .. V 

''' ^ 

I . vetuicn^' ^w 

hare pkasute. 



|4iBTTEa ixvi. 

uuies 'qjf. 
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(how $mall ones soeveir) that 1 wkh 
you both health and diversion. What 
I now send for yOur {>erdsal, I shall 
say nothing of t not to h^resitall by a 
single word what you promised to 
say upon that subj^t. Your lord- 
ship may criticise frorn Virgil to 
these Tales ; as Solomon wrote of 
every thing from the cedar to the 
hyssc^. I have some cause, since I 
kst waited Oh you at Bromley,, to 
look ujpon you as a prophet in that 
retreavfrom whom oracles are to be 
had, were mankind wise enough tp 
go thither to consult you : the fate of| 
the South-Sea scheme has, mneh 
sooner than I expected, verified what 
you iold me. ! Most people thdught 
the titoG would come, but no man 
prepared for it; no naan considered 
|t would cotoe a thief in the 
night, exactly as it happens in the 
case ofour death. Methinks God has 
punished the ayaricipus, as he often 
punishes, sinnersjiiii, thdir own way, 
ip the very sin itself; the thirst of 
gjain was thisir criitie, that thir^ con- 
tinued, b^ame their punishment and 
ruin. As ibr the lew who have the 
good tortune to remain with half of 
what they imagined they had 
whom is your humble 8 eryant)i>i ''4 
would have .thetn sensiilhl^ of 
fblicjty, and ,oouyihcei|l , of Ihe truth ofj 
(dd. Hesio^’k whp^ aft<k half 

his , - .estate’ ”wa| ' v^waftowed \ by '• the 
directors of thew days, lesotVed that 

hktf to be 

itot' the kte 
put.' you ; in m^d 
one m Job, the odhar 

ist !' _ . v''vV;v ' 

, «>«# ^ the i0^f 


The universal deluge of the South 
Sea, contrary to the old delu^, has 
drowned all except a few unrighteous 
men ; but it is some comfort to me 
that I am not one of them, even 
though 1. Were to survive, and rule 
die World by it. ; 1 am much {deased 
with the thought of Dr. Arbuthnot’s ; 
he says, the government and South 
Sea comptmy hato only locked up 
the money of the peopk, upon con- 
viction of their Itiinacy (as is usual 
in the case of lunatics), and intend 
to restore them ac much as may be 
ftf for such people, as fast as they 
shall see them return to their senses. 

The latter part of your letter does 
me so much honour, and shows me 
so much kindness, that 1 must both 
be proud and pleased in a great de- 
gree j but I assure you, my lord, 
much more the last than the first. 
F<W I certainly know, and kel, from 
my own.iieart, which truly respects 
you, that there may be a ground for 
your pardklity one way ; but I find 
not th^ least symptoms in my head 
of any fdundauon for the others In 
a word, . the best reason I know for 
my l^ing pleased is, that you con- 
tinue your favour towards me ; the 
best I know for being proud, would 
be,' that you might cure toe of it; 
tor 1 have found ybu to be such a 
phy^cian as does not only repair but 
itopfo^e. 1 am, with the :sincerest 
esitoem mid most grateful acknow- 
your, 


* I-ETTER LXVII. 

itkt Bishop tf JSA>theMer to Mr. 

V' . 'i.' . '■ 
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its way into my hands as well as 
legs, so thtft I have been utterly in- 
capable of writing* This is the first 
letter that 1 have ventured upon; 
which will be written, 1 fear, vacit- 
lantiim Ut^s, as TiilJy says Tyro^s 
letters were after his recovery from 
an illness. What I said to ypu ib 
mine about the Monumeht, was in- 
tended only to quickeni iiot alartli 
you. It is not worth your 'while to 
know what I meant by it : but when 
[ see you, you shall. 1 hope you 
may be at the Deanery towards thi^ 
end of October.; by which time I 
think of settling there for the win- 
ter. What do you think of some 
* such short inscription as this in 
Latin, which may, in a few words, 
say ail that is to be said of DrydeA, 
and yet nothing more than he de^ 
serves ? 

JOHANNI BRYDENO, 

CVl POCSIS anoucama 
vm svAM AC vENAaes ' 

ET 81QVA IN POSTERVM AVOJ^BJTVR 
EAVOE, ' - 

EST AUHVe PEBITVaA : 

HONORIS BROO F. . " * ; 

To shoY you that X ath aS; 
much in earnest in the affair as your- 
self, something I will send you too 
of this kind in English. If jqur 
design holdsj of fixing Dryden’s 
^ nam^ only below, and his . hp^to 
above — may not lin^ like these be 
graved just under the name ? 

This IShejSield raised, to jOtydea^ allies just, 
Here fix'd his name, and thers his laundid bQS|. 
Whai else the Muse in marble might express; 
is kitowa already ; praise wo^ make bun 

^ , 'Or ^ ^ 

More .not'; wheria^adiciiowle^’^!^ 
Praiise 

> ••To Ma to* ‘ 

. * .its faeee mi ^^ganba ^ said if 
^U^ield him any pralw, hit pow 


This jou will take ; ns a proof of 
tny zeal at least, though it be hone 
of my talent in poetry. When you 
have read it over, I will forgive you 
if you should not once in ybnf fiffe- 
dme again think^of it. 

And now, Bir'i for your Arabt^ 
Tales. Ill as 1 have been almost 
I ever since they came to hand, I have 
Ifead as much of them as ever 1 
shall read while I live. Indeed they 
do not please my taste : they are 
writ with so romantic ah air, and, 
allowing for the difference of East- 
ern manners, are yet, upon any sup- 
position, that can be made, of so 
wild and absurd a contrivance , (at 
least to my Northern understanding), 
that I have not only no pleasure, 
but no patience^ in perusing them. 
They are to me like the ocid paint- 
ings on Indian .screens, which at 
first glance may sutprisa aud please 
la little ; but when you fix your eye 
intently upon them, they appear so 
extravagant, disproportioned, and 
monstrous, that they give a yudicious 
eye pain, and make him seek for re- 
lief from some Other object. 

They may furnish the mind with 
iKime ' nhw I think the 

pii]mhase is made at too great an ex- 
pense ; feir m jread those two volumes 
through^ .liking them little as . I do, 
would Urn a terrible penance ; and to 
read 1 thj^i with pleasure would be 
dangmrbus on the other side, because 
of theinfectipn. 1 will nbver believe 
thiit ypn bavO a^i^y kbeW, relish of 
'till /'I ' 'find ^ 'iriOtt ' write " worse 
[than jrou dp; which, I dare say, I 
I never sha}l. , Wh?» that PeHt tk la , 
ICSretse pretended author of 

them. f Ohnnot tell r but pbsei;ying 
how Jlili IhPjr ate in the doscriptibniat 
of 'dre^^tnrhiti^i'; ■■ \ 

help :thihking, ' prpdn^|?5i^ . ' 

Isbmb'Wman'a'iihagihifim^ ' 

|ppve,''trig,^'Wp:id^ ' 
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I am 8 ori 7 that I was so tmo a 
pitophet in respeet to the South Sea; 
sorry^ I mean, a{^ far as ^your loss is 
concerned ; ibr in the general levor 
was and still am of opinion, that 
had that project taken 'Toot mid fiou^ 
rished, it would by degrees have OYeiP- 
turiied Our «^h^ituttoii. Three or 
foUr hundred mSlions was such a 
YYeigki’ that way It had 

leaned, must ha^ bOrne down all 
before it, But of the dead we must 
speak gently; and therefore, as Mr. 
jDrydeiit says somewhere, Pea^ be to 
its manes? ■ 

Let; me odd one reB^tioh, to 
mak^e you easy;/hi\ your 111 luek. 
Had ybtt got all that yon have lost 
beyond what you ventured, consider 
' j^at ydur superduous gains would: 
hkye sprung wod the ruin of several j 
that now want necessaries : 
a thought, under which a good and 
gboddatured rnkn, ihint grew rich by 
siidh means' cook) not, I persuade 
myself, be perfhedy eaay.^ Adieu, 
axk believe lue evef’your, d&c. 


LETTER Lis^rat 


as. they are yours, and to be owned 
as such, I can scarce like any of 
them. Not but that the four first 
lines are good, especially the second 
couplet ; and might, if followed by 
four oti^^rs as good, give reputation 
to a. writer of; a less established 
fame ; but from you I expect somc- 
thi)^ of a jncHPO; perfect kind, and 
#hich thooftoud it is read, the more 
it will be admired. / When you bare- 
ly exceed other -writers, yon fall 
much beneath yOurself: it is your 
misfortune now to write without a 
rival, and to be tempted by that 
means to be more ciareless than you 
would oUierwise bo in your compo- 
sures. 

Thus much I could not forbear 
saying, though 1 have a motion of 
consequence in the House of Lords 
ito^ay, and roust prepare for it. 1 
am even with you for your ill paper; 
for I write upon worse, having no 
other at hund. 1 wish you the con- 
tinuance of your health most hearti- 
ly ; and rnn ever your, d&c. 

\ I Dr. Arbuthnot the 

which I could not hnd 
wlmu ybu fefi me ; and I am so an- 
V ; ^ ^ Uifgry at the Writer, for his design, and 


' ‘'ll ' ' ' 'h » ' I ^ * 

Tile U Mr. 

; .'•■'■■■iPqpif. " 

'ii/, . 

. yourse^j^addY^r you 

arc; well am ^ m^ially since 

I can p^eaii^ 

that when ; you loift ymiri: 
elsewhere,; ygu, recov^Wl it 





lie munofr of executing h> that 1 
could hardly forbear sending him a 
line of Virgil along with it. The 
chief reasoner of that philosophic 
farqe is a Gcdlo Ldgwr^ as he is called 
r-What that means in English or 
Ereheh, X. cannot say ; J>ut all he 
iWiys is in so loose, and slippery, and 
ii^lish a way of reasoning, that I 
cbiild, not forbear .applying the pas- 
lea]^ of Virgil to him, 


> ■ 'si'% WHsea ■] 

* — 

■ '■ 

\^x 




bishop of Avranches. 

- as may seeii by a 

extravieigunl ron- 
ft douionstiraiion ; 
whiob his iHohUs 
J(hy thaaliowaaco 
i:eceiv^ed 

„ . , ba a ttea- 

' ■ • iri i liSSed H«l» ' 

ixii^s l^|9iirunis. 
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Vatto Li^r, frusiraque aoimis elate supeti>M! 
Nequioquana (>atrias tenlasii iubricua arte^^ 

To be sorious, 1 hate to see a book 
gravely writteh, and in all the forms 
of argumentation, which proves nO:; 
things and which says noti^hg; andt 
endeavours only to put us into a way 
of distrusting our own faculties, and 
doubting whether the marks of trm^ 
and falsehood can in any Case be 
distinguished from eachbther. Could 
that blessed point be made out (as it 
is a contradiction In terms to say it 
can) we should then be in the most 
uncomfortable and wretched state in 
the world ; and I would in that caSe 
be glad to exchange my reason with 
a dog for his instinct to-morrow. 


LETTER LXIX. 

Lord Chancellor tf^couri 
Pope* 


iO 


Det<;inber m± 

I cannot but suspect myself of 
being very drireasonable in begging 
you once more to review the inclo&' 
ed. Your friendship draws this tiodr 
blc on you. I may freely oWn 
you, that my tenderness makes ihe 
exceeding hard tb be satiidhed wi^ 
any thing which can be said On such 
an unhappy subject. I caused; the 
Latin epitaph to be as often altered 
before 1 could approve of it. 

When once your epitaph is set 
there can be no alteration of if 


• will remain a 
of your ftriendi 


monum^ntj 

myself, you will 'sd; Settle 
shall be worthy of you. , I 4cubt 
whether the word tboj 

third lme;;wai 

Varii and said ttte- 





• Am lost on 
With vnaniingr 


construction which it ought to bear ; 
mx. renounced, deserted,dkc. Deny*d 
is capable, in my opinion, , of having 
an ill sense put upon it, as too great 
uneasiness, or more good nature 
than a wise man ought to have. ; 1 
very well remember you told me, 
you could scarce mend those two 
lines, and therefore I can scarce ex- 
pect. your forgiveness for my desiring 
you to reconsider them. 

Harcoun stands dtunb,. and Tope b forced lo 
spnak, 

I cannot perfectly, at least urithout 
farther di^Boursing you, reconcile 
myself to the forsit part of that Une ; 
and the word fordd (which was my 
own, and, 1 persuade myself, for that 
reason only submitted to by you) 
seems to carry too doubtful a con- 
struction for an epitaph,, which, as I 
apprehendf ought, as easily to he un- 
derstood as. read* I shall acknowr? 
ledge it as a very particular fovour, 
if at yOur best leisure you will peruse 
t)^ inek>sed» and vary jt, if you think 
it capable of being amended, , and 
let me see you .any morning next 
week* I am, d^c. 


letter lxx.. 

The of RociMer to Mr* 

' \ ' -'I'' \ Pope- ’ 

' ' ’ " ^ ' ' ' " ‘ Septa's?, 'mi . 
aih ' ipow. ,confin^^ my bed- 

j^mbey, aiitct^ to the matted room, 
^^reiiil',ani''*^'ritib^^^^ veu- 

^|iiig t0:l^'carri^'’ahiv^ even into '' ; 

uhl'^s wheh, ; ; 

# Whoiii' can^' ' exsesu^ 

I 'am 'nqt'', 


. 'very; ^ , 

*^%Th is ,■ • 
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gfi^n tree, wiiat shall he ilone in 
dry V* Exonee me fiwr dn^oying a 
eentenoe of Scripture eii: this 
sioBj I apply it very seriously. Cine 
tiling, relieves me i BWe^ und^r, the 
ill prospect . I have of spending my 
time at iho iPdanery tW winter t 

that X shall 

seeing yon though, iJ.em 

afraid, :yon wiB little pleasnrisj 

in mo there. So mueh for 

my ill state of health, which 1 had 
not touched on, hed not your friend- 
ly letter been /all of it. Ope eivU 

things #hat .you; mide me 

thWf' , you/ ; reading- ijr. 

Waher^ andipcij^st^edof that image 
at the eiad of hiis copy, O la mahtde^ 
had you not bew^ured il*j^ one who 
no right to the least part of tlie 
ehsiaoter,; ^If you hs^^ not read^the 
verses ilatoiy, I aiti sure you remem- 
her, tbam,/ beoituse ’^ou &rget no- 

, ' WHh ' ':v . 


s^d to; hipi when living ; particular- 
ly as to the triplet' he wrote ftw his 
own epitaph^ « which, while we were 
in good terms; ! promised him should 
jjnever appear on his tomb while 1 was 
4ean of WestUiinater. 

I ani picmsed io find you have so 
lUUcb pleasure, and (which is the 
fimndatidn of it) so much health at 
lord Bathur6t!s< may both continue 
I sesryou it ISfcay my lord have as 
much satisifhctiun in building the 
house in the wood, and using it when 
built, "m you have in designing it I I 
[eanpot send a wish afeer him that 
means him more happiness ; and yet, 
1 am sure, 1 wish him as much as he 
wii^B himself. 1 am, d^e. 



d <mu)det, but onejib^^^ 
wmcu^dii^ With the y^y rbyrnesl 

and.wmds /oimsc^ tl^r 



^ia'a «u>raiyair' 





yaXTEE LXXL 

qf M^i^hester 


to Mr, 


^ ' \ Bfoniley, Oti. 15, VHl. 

Notwithstanding I write this on 
^mdSty to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt bf' yours this, morning; yet, I 
' it ; will nbt reach you til! 
.Wo<htesday txmrning; and before set 
df that day X hope tb reaoh my 
winteir quarters at &o Beanery. I 
X say t I reea! that word, 
fcwit imidids desire ; and, Cafed knows, 
that is 1^ licOm bei;^ the i^sse : for X 
neyer part with this pAaeo but with 
X geuaraliy keep hero 
jilr* C&wiey calls the worst of 
the . world,-H»y own;, 
hoaide, or what 
the 'Ar^ 
S)f ...my neighbourhood : 


paiRtlS 80 

i#9R, «m»- 

h 

■ * tke 


'njRCT* h] 


Momm, or bate. 


epistle, whiph is ^ a very agreeabla 
dii0, if niy ineaiory does not fail me. 

I am surpriseii to find tkat my lofd 
JQlajtkarst you are parted so sootil: 
ke kaie iieen sic]k« I know, of sq;^ 
late trar^actious; ^but ebouid that 
sickneds continue ptill in some mea* 
sure^ I prc^hosy it wfil be quite off bfl 
the beginning of November 5 aietterj 
or two from his London friende^ 
a sorfoit of solitu^, soon make 
him change hie readidtion and bis 
quarters* I Vow.ito you, I could live 
here with pleasure aU the lyinter, and 
be contented with hearing no more 
news Clian the Xjoiidoxi journal, or 
some' such tricing paper affords me, 
did not the diitjr of niy place require, 
absolutely require, ray attendance at 
Westminster; where, 1 hope the Pro- 
phet will now and then tNajMmxnber he 
has a bed and a candlestick. In 
short, I long to see yoo^ and hdpe 
you will come, if nOt * a day* yet kij 
least an hour sooiner to town tha^ 
you intended, in order to afford me 
that Satisfaction. I ainnoWv%thahh 
God/ as well as ever I waa^ip my! 
life, estcept that I can walk sdh^e af 
all without crutches: and livopld 
willingly compound Ac matter kmi 
the gout, to be; no belter, could Ij 
hope to be no v^drse; but ^lhat is a 
vain thought I expect a ne^ a^ 
tack long before Christmas. I.nt me 
see you, therefore, while I am in a 
condition to relish yqu^ before the 
days (and the n%hts) ooirie, when J 
shall (and must) say, j have noplea- 
^ure in them. .> - .v ' a’.; 

J will bripg yt^ ^ldl volume, 
Pastorals along., 
raay not be discourage 
ing me boolm, wheilt 
punctual in reliurning^w 
speare sbrijv.he#vit-'ee^j^^ 
put ixitd. 
fair 
you, 
here _ 




[Standing just as 1 foudd it. How- 
[eVer, I thank you fi>r the pleasure 
[you have given me in putting me 
upon reading him once more before 
I die. 

I believe 1 shall scarce repeat that 
pleasure any more, having other 
work to do, and other things to think 
of, but none that will interfere With 
|he offices of friendship ; in the ex- 
change of which with you, sir, I hope 
to live and die your; &c. 


P. S. Addis^U'S Works came to 
ray hands yesterday. I cannot but 
think it a very odd set of incidents,, 
that the book slmuld' be dedicated: by 
a dead man* to " a deaid man Jf and 
even that the new patron, 1 4 b whom 
Ticfcell chose to ia^ribe his verses, 
should be dead aieiO ^fibre they were 
published* Had J beeii ip the editw's 
place, I should have been a little ap- 
prehensive lor my^li^tmder atiiOught 
©very one who had any hand in 
that work was to die before the. pul^ 
lieation of ii. You see, when I am 
conversing with , you, I kfiOw hot: how 
to: give over, till the very bottom of 
the fiaper admohiahes;^ qjpi<ie;i^b|e 
itb, bid’ you' adieu I f ' ■' • ^ 




Mr. 


My kmdi 


...Uv'!' 
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,. I-W 




m 



234 


ELEGANT EPISTLES/ 


[book III. 


went last te town and was on wtog 
for the Deanery, 1 heard your lord^ 
ship was gone the day before to 
Bromley; and there you continued 
till after my return hither. I sin»| 
cerely wish you whatever you wish 
yourself, and all wu wish your friends 
or famUy. All I mean by this word; 
or tW 0 | IS jnst fo tell you so, till in 
person 1 find you as I desire, tiiat is, 
find you well: ehsy, resigned, and 
happy, { you will make yourself, and 
(I believe) every body that converses 
with you; if I may judge of your 
power over other men^s minds and 
affeetioas, by Uiat which you will 
ever l^ve over of your, &o. 

vLESTTER 

J%e of io Mr. 

. Pope. 

-* _ Febi S6> 

. Permit me, dear sir, to brekk into 
your iretirem^% and to desire of you 
a complete copy oftbosc verses oh; 1^. 
Addison ;* send me also your l^^tre-* 
.oolfttion, which shall punctually be 
blwrved ih relation to my giving out 
any <^|t ; for 1 am ^ain solicit*^ 
edvhy lord* to whom I have 

giveh thei same ahswer as formerly. 

writing has 
so mnch: itl 

hin piease4^ exce^l 

dipcei 

' ‘i.ypij^iiipw kppW. whe^ 

strength: yop'yki 



you may see it is my deliberate opir 
nion. What weight that may have 
With you I cannot sky ; but it pleases 
me to have an opportunity of show- 
ing you how well 1 wish you, and 
how tnio a ftiend I atn to your fame, 
which I desire may grow every day, 
and in every kind of writing to which 
you shall please to turn your pen. 
Not but that X have some little inte- 
rest. in the proposal, as I shall be 
known to have l^en acquainted with 
a man that was capable of excelling 
in such different manners, and did 
such honour to his country and lan- 
guage; and yet was not displeased 
sometimes to read what was written 
by his humble servants 


LETTER LXXIV, 

Mr. Pop^yo phe Biskop of Rochester. 

,, , / Mardi 14 , mi-«. 

; J Was disai^inted (much more 
%hm those who commonly use that 
phrase on sueh occasions) iti missing 
you at the Deanery, where I lay soli- 
tary two nights. Indeed I truly par- 
take in any degree of concern that 
aftects you, and I wish every thing 
may succeed as you desire in your 
own family, and in that which, I 
think, you no less account your own, 
and is no less your family, the whole 
world : for 1 take you to be one of 
[the true friends of it, and to your 
power itsj protector; Though th^v 
noise and daily hustle for the public 
1 ^y, a good man 

its welfare ; as;the 




* * «ng 
for .'a bet- 
. 'Wishes ; ypur 

fy^;shotd^«- 

it^^'.but I 'do^ 
a ’|dt4{6|3s\con«^imed dr 
ytm.are, in. aft sin- 
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ccjre, and therefore warm, desires of success. If I am good for any thing, 
public good. it is in cmgulo eum HhtUo ^ and yet 

I beg the kindness (and it is foi? a good part of my time has been 
that chiefly I trouble you with this spent, and perhaps must be spent^ far 
letter) to favour me with notice as otherwise. Fori will never, while 1 
soon you return to London, that I have health, be wanting to my duty in 
may come and make you a proper my post, or in any respect, how little 
visit of a day or two : fot hitherto<^I soever I may like my employment, 
have not been your visitor, but your and how hopkess soever I may be in 
lodger ; and 1 accuse myself of it. J die discharge of it. . 

have now nO earthly thing to oblige In the mean time, the judicious 
my being In town (a point Of no small world is pleased to think that 1 de- 
satisfaction to me), but the best rea- light in work which I am. obliged to 
son, the seeing a friend. As long, undergo, and. aim at things which I 
iny lord, as you will lei me call you from my heart despise; let them think 
so (and I dare say you will, till 1 fbr- as they will, ro 1 might be at liberty 
feit what, 1 think, 1 never shall, my to act as I wilt, and spend my time 
veracity and integrity), 1 shall es- in such a manner as is mo^ agree- 
teem myself fortunate, m spite of the able to me. X cannot day I do so 
South Sea, poetry, popery, and po- now, ; for I am without any 
verty. : / boolmV and if I had them could not 

I cannot tell you how . sorry 1 am use^' them to my s^islkcdon, while 
ypu should be troubled hnew by ahy my .mind is taken up in'^a more me- 
eort of people. X hem’tily wish, lancholy manner ;f and how l(Hig,or 
sMjpercst ut tibi vivas — ^that you may how little a while, it maybe so t^en 
teach me how to do the same; who, up, fiod Only knows; and to his will 
without any real impediment to act- 1 ItppHcitly resign myself iA eVOi^y 
ing and living rightly, do act and ; ; 

live, as Ibolishiy as if.I werO a great \ 'i* ' ' 

man,.' lam, &c.' ' > 

. LETTER LXSiVI. ' 

LETTER LXXV, 

The Bishop of JRoehester to Mr. , ^ ' 

P^e. Bly''lo»d, ' ' ■ i ' *' ' ' 

I am se^^e of the i«- 

, sjar^ 16, nai-Sv '{hvooir df yoivi’ kiiid' letters, 

As a visitant, a Wger, a friend (Of your tho^ht, 6( ma m ab^ce, 
.jinder what other., denortiaatimi^ ^ OveO amtHig»ffi!o^^'^^Ol> nearer ' 
ever), you ate always ,rokM>a>dtdiiui; cinio^ to* (SjO one h.nH, . , 

and will be more ''' 

day that we Uve ; fe,, Ijo^yeffc,^. ^ citWof tot 

truth, I -like you aS-I' 

business. 

engaged ia'.lt 'a*d' ^ablO'^ ' 

the '8«atito^4it4p|i^;I'.-«as . \ 

bill Qo4i; ttA-kj^emy toiirt, k^o^ -feea*!': • 

J. never 

' rovelwith.it;tkiME|0«et>'''&s'.I'find tit* , ;• 

temptatimi 'to aetiWi^-itoy hope'^dfl'v' ' ' 
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ality. I hope the advance of the line 
eeason will set you upon your legs^ 
enough to enable you to get into 
my garden, "wh^e I will carry you 
up a mount, in a point of view to 
show you the glory of* my little king- 
dom. If you approve it, I shall be 
in danger to b<^st^ hke Nebuchad- 
nea^a^ar, of the things J have made, 
and to be turned to converee, not 
with the beajsts of the field, but with 
tlie birds of the grove, wltich. I shall 
take to be no great punishment : for 
indeed I heartily despise the waye 
of the world, and most of the great 
ones of it. ^ 

di, keep meJce otHers great ! 

And you may judge iiow com 
bly £ am sf ren^hened ln< this (pi- 
nion when such as your lordship l^ar 
testimony to ite vanity and emptiness. 
"^nnit, imml ear, with a picture of 
one r;inging oh ; the ^lobe with his 
finger, is the ; best thing I have the 
luck to remember in that great poei 
Quarles (not thai t fiwget .tfie ^vil 
m which I know.tb be your 

iormipV favourite cut, as wdl as 
djfe'rsion).'. . 

iPhe situation here is plcasatat, and 
thi^. View ri^fal enough to* humour 
tl^e f^redi and wi^ tha| 
ihns^^oontetnFlatiy^^^ Good kir", solir| 

and ' sjw diet, 

^nijsnt 'nW 'Ujuikk' yoii’ ; fancy , yotifsielf ' 
you'':arhfiii tehsijiisraacd,. tbo'ugh 
ottvatedl’ii^fo'ikgWtitj;^ by' your' 
^jMSon|,;''o^e':mf df the 
4%ert, ihky: '^i^ic:k:(to, 

use; in autftbfi- ■ isrhohi; ^ 



else, I have another chariot, besides 
that little one you laughed at when 
you compared me to Homer in a nut- 
shell. But if you would be entirely 
private, nobody shall know any thing 
of the matter. Believe me, my lord, 
no man is with more perfect ac- 
quiescence, nay, with more wiiliJig 
acquiescence (not even any of your 
own sons of the church), your obe- 
dient, &c. 


LETTER LXXVIL 

VTte Bishdp of Rochester to 3fr. 

Pope, 

April 6, 1722. 

Under all the leisure in the world, 

I have lio leisure, no stomach to 
iWte tp you : tlie gradual approaclica 
of death are bjefbre^ my eyess. I aiu 
convinced that it must be so ; aui( 
yet make a shifi: to fatter myself 
sometimes ivith the thought, that it 
may p^ildy be otherwise : and that 
irety thought, though it is direct- 
ly i^tniry m my reason, does for a 
fow ihomehib make me easy: how- 
ever, not easy enough in good ear- 
nest to think of any thing but the 
melancholy object that employs them. 
Therefore wonder not that I do not 
answer your kind letter : I shall 
answer it too soon,, I fear, by accept- 
ing your friendly invitation. When 
£ do so; no conveniences will be 
wanting; fiir I will see ndbody but 
yon and Vbur nmt W» and the ser*'" 
^ts. ! ; Visits tb' statesmen always 
were, tpyiae (and ne^W more than 
the men 
to thrive by 
f I am 

'ifei'’ V .they ahall 
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When I come to you, it is in or- 
dor to be with you only. A presi*- 
dent of the council^ or a star and 
garter, will make no more impression 
upon my mindj at such a time, than 
the hearing of a bag-pipe, or the 
sight of a puppet-show. I have 
said to greatness some time 
Tuas tibi re$ Mbeto^ egonui cur^o 
mea$.^ The time is not far off wlien 
we sliaU all be upon the level ; and I 
am resolved, for my part, to antici- 
pate that time, and be upon the level 
witli them now \ for he is so that 
neither seeks nor wants them* Let 
them have more virtue and less 
pride ; and then I will court them 
as much as any body ; but till they 
resolve to distinguish themselves 
some way else than by their outward 
trappings, 1 am determined (and, I 
think, f have a right) to be as proud 
as they are : though, I trust in God, 
my pride is neither of so odious a 
nature as theirs, nor of so mischi^ 
vous a consequence. 

I know not hoW I have fUleiii into, 
this tniin of thinking ; when I sat 
down to write, I intended. only to ex- 
cuse myself for not writing, and to 
tell you that the time drew nearer 
and nearer when I roust dislodge 5 
I am preparing for it; for I am 
this moment building a vault in the 
Abbey for me and mine. It was to 
be in the Abbey, because of my re- 
lation to"* the place ; but it is at the 
west door of it ; as fax from kings 
an'd C^easurs as the space wonld a4 
init of. ' , > ' 

^ I know not but I may step to town 
to-morrow to see how the work goes 
forward ; but if 1 do T ^ > ^ 
hither in the evenmg*\: I 
have given' you 
but that they, It W 
nothing ; thkt 

flanking ^ 
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we b&w- 

of mills. ’ ^ 


JfTie Bisht^ of Rochester to Mr. 
Po;pe. 

Bromley, May 25, 1722, 

I had much ado to get hither last 
night, the water being so rough that the ' 
ferry men were unwilling to venture. 

The first thing I saw this morning, 
after my eyes were o].>en, was your 
.letter, for the freedom and kindness 
of which i thank you. Let all com- 
pliments be laid aside between us 
for the future ; and depend upon Mr 
your faithful friend in all things 
I within my power, as one that truly 
values you, and wishes you all man- 
ner of happiness. 1 thank you and 
Mrs. Pope for my kind reception; 
which has left a pleasing impression 
‘ upon me, that will not soon be effac- 
ed. 

has pressed me terribly 

to see him at ; and told me* in 
a manner betwixt kindness and re- 
sentn;ient, that it is but a few mifos 
rbeybnd Twitenham. \ 

i have blit a little time left, Snd a 
great deal to do in it ; and, mn^t ex- 
pect that ill health will render a good 
share <tf it useless; and. therefore 
what is likely to be left at the foot ,, 

I of the account,- ought by me;fo be 
cherished, and not thrown' kw^y 
compliments. You know the mott^ 
of my sun-dial, , 

I will, as far as I am able, follow itai 
advice, and cut off all unnecessary 
avocations and amusements. There 
are those that it^tend to employ mo 
thia winter in. a So hot like j 
Iff \^ey pdr|iikt'ih;;thw ipfontionsi'I.; . 
^ the';work :,#y ' - 

_ ■ 1 ' mi' i 
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and live to myself, with the few (the 
very few) friends I like : for that is 
the point, the single point, I now 
aim at ; though I know the generali- 
ty of the world, who are unacquaint- 
ed with my intentions and views, 
think the very rofeirse of this cha- 
racter belongs to me, I do not know 
how 1 have rambled into this ac- 
count of myself: when 1 sat down 
to write, I had no thought of making 
that any part of my letter. 

You might have been sure, with- 
out mjr telling you, that my right 
hand IS at ease, else I should not 
have overflowed at this rate : and yet 
I have not done there is a kind 
intimation in the «^d of yours, which 
I understood, because it seems to 
lend towards employing mo in some- 
thing that is agreeable to yon/ Pray 
explain yoursdf, and believe that you 
have not an acquaintance in the 
world that would be more in earnest 
on ^ueh an occasion than 1 ; for 1 
love your, as well as esteem you. 

Afl the while I have been writihg, 
pain and a frne thrush have been 
severely endeavouring to call oiT my 
attimtioii, but both in vain ; nor 
slmuld I yet part with you, but that 
the turning over a new loaf frights me 
a; little, and makes me resolve to 
hrieak through a new temptation be- 
for^/it has t&en too &6t hold on me. 


EPISTLES. [nooK in. 

« 

cause I have heard nothing either 
from you or from him, on that head ; 
as, J suppose, I might have done, if 
you had tbund him. 

I sick of these men of quality ; 
and the more so, the ofrener 1 have 
any business to tmisact with them. 
They look upon it as one of their 
distinguishing privileges, not to be 
punctual in any business, of how 
great importance soever ; nor to set 
other people at case, with the loss of 
the least part of their own. This 
conduct of his vexes me; but to 
what purpose ? or how can I alter 
it? 

I long to sec the original MS. of 
Milton ; but do not know how to 
come at,, it without your repeated 
assistance^ 

I hope you will not utterly forget 
what passed in the coach about Sam- 
son Agonistes. I shall not press you 
as to time ; but some time or other 
1 wish you Would review ■ and polish 
that piece. If upon a new perusal 
of it (which I desire you to make) 
you think as 1 do, that it is written 
in the very spirit of the ancients, it 
deserves your care, and is capable 
of being improved, with little trou- 
ble, into a perfect model and standard 
of tragic poetry — always allowing 
for its being a story taken out of the 
Bible, which is an objection, that, at 
this time of day, 1 know, is not to 
be got over. I am, &c. 




JSisAdp df Rikki^iter fd Afr. 
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"The Ropht$ter' to Mr- 

■ r . ■ 

■ ' ' V' 1 1 , , '/ 

1 ytm instances 

^ and 

A/littie time 
'and /separate* 
yc^ii igid npm. for dver. But in what 
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part of tho world soever 1 am, 1 will 
live mindful of your sincere kind- 
ness to me ; md will please myself 
with the thought, that I still live in 
your esteem and alfection as much 
as ever 1 did ; and that no accident 
of life, no distance of time or place, 
will alter you in that respect. It 
never can me ; who 'have loved and 
valued you ever since I know you, 
and shall not fail to do it when I am 
not allowed to tell you as the 
case will sooBvbe. Give my faithful 
services to Dr. Arbuthnot, and | 
thanks for what he sent me, which | 
was much to the purpose, if any 
thing can be said to be to tlie pur- 
pose, in a case that is already deter- 
mined. Let him know my defence 
will be such, that neither my friends 
need blush' ifor me, nor will my ene- 
mies have great occasion of triumph, 
though sure of the victcMry. I shall 
want his advice before I go abroad, 
in many things ; but I question whe- 
ther I shall be permitted to see him, 
^ or any body, but such as are abso- 
lutely necessary towards the dispatch 
of my private affairs. If so, God 
bless you both ; and may no part of 
the ill-fortune that attends me, ever 
pursue either of you ! I know not 
but 1 may call upon you at my hear- 
ing, to say somewhat about my way 
of spending my time at the Deanery, 
which did not seem calculated to^ 
wards managing plots and conspira- 
cies. But of that I shall consider. 
You and I have spent many hours 
together upon much; pleasanter sub- 
“ejects : and that ! miy preserve the 
old custom, 1 shidl not part with you 
now till 1 have clci^d with 

three lines of MiltonV^hiph yqu; Wilj,i 
I know, readdy^ ^4 wl#out 

some d^gre# , of to 

your ever, -.v 

8oine hi 

8ooa; 

The »«rorld was all where 

, .His place of lib gaWei? 


Mr, Pojpe to the Bishop of Roches^ 
ter, 

April 20, 1723. 

It is not possible to express what 
I think, and what I feci ; only this, 
that I have thought and felt for no- 
thing but you, for some time past ; 
and shall think of nothing so long 
for the time to come* The greaujst 
comfort I had was an intention 
(which 1 would have made practica- 
ble) to have attended yOu in your 
journey, to which I had brought that 
person to consenil, who only could 
have hindered mo, by a tie which, 
though it may be more tender, I do 
not think more strong, than that of 
friendship. But I' fear there will be 
no way left me to tell you this great 
truth,. That 1 remember you, that I 
iove you, that I am gratefhl to you, 
that 1 entirely esteem and value you, 
no way but that one, which needs 
no open warrant to authorize it, or 
secret conveyance to secure it ; 
which no bills can preclude, and tio 
kings prevent ; a way that can reach 
to any part of the world, where you 
may be, where the very whisper, or 
even the wish, of a friend must not 
be heard, or even suspected ; by this 
way X dare tell my esteem and aftelc- 
tion of you to your enemies in the 
gates ; and you, and they, and their 
sons, may hear of it. 

Yon prove; yburself, riay lord, to 
know me for the friend I am, in 
Edging that Urn manner of your 
defence, and your reputation by it, 
is a point Of ;;the highest concern to 
iqec'anfdcsanHng me it shall be such; 
tet n^ of your ftiends shah bhi^ 
for you;/ fit^her prompt 

i^/do :yohiriwlf..thO', be^^h»d;■'*iwte 
lacing : the 

yppr feineto.posteri^ 

- X^dd.' , 'May -n it 
Sfovidcttce 

iome great and 
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calls you to it this severo way 1 You 
may more eminently and more cffec- 
tuaJly serve the public, even now, 
than in the stations you have so ho- 
nourably filled. Tliink of Tully, Ba- 
con, and Clarendon ;* is it not the 
latter, the disgraced part of their 
lives, which you, most envy, and 
which you would choose to have 
lived 1 

I am tenderly sensible of the wish 
you express, that no part of your mis 
fortune may pursue me. But, God 
knows, 1 am every day less aiid less 
fend of my native country (so as 
it is by 'party'^age), and begin to con- 
sider a friend in ekile as a friend in 
death ; one gone'oefore, where I am 
not unwiUing nor unprepared to 
tow afiier; and where (however vari- 
ous or uncertain the roads and voy- 
ages of another world may be) 1 can- 
not but entertain a pleasing liope that 
we may meet again. 

1 faithfully assure you, tbat in the 
mean time there is no one, Hying or 
dead, of whom 1 shall thihk bllener 
or better than of you. I shall look 
upon you as ih a state betwjSisnlx^th, 
in wbi^h you will have from' ua® 
the; passions and warm wishes that 
can attend the living, and all the re- 
spect and tender ^se of loss that 
we fedl for the 4ead : aftd Ishail ever 
depend dpon ^ur constant mend- 
ahip, kind.m^moi^, ofiices, 

J see or hear 

e,iSfc^' :>'Of ' li'he ^ the , trust 

th0ugh\w«; never 'see' pr’:' 
we 




[book hi. 
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to be but faintly remembered), the 
honour, the pleasure, the pride I 
must ever have, in reflecting how fre- 
quently you have delighted me, how 
kindly you have distinguished me, 
liow cordially yOu have advised me ! 
In conversation, in study, I shall al- 
ways want you, and wish for you ; in 
my most lively, and in my most 
thoughtful hours, I shall equally bear 
about me the impressions of you ; 
and perhaps it will not be in this life 
only that I shall have cause to re- 
member knd acknowledge the friend- 
ship of the bishop of Rochester. I 
am, &.C. 


LETTER LXXXII. 

Mr, Pepe to the Bishop of Rochester 
May, 1723. 

Once more I write to you, as I pro- 
ihised ; and this once 1 fear will bo 
the last; the curtain will soon lx* 
drawn between my friend and me, 
and nothing left but to wish you a 
fong good-night. May you enjoy a 
state of repose in this life, iK)t un- 
like that sleep of the soul which some 
have believed is to succeed it, whore 
we lie utterly forgetful of that world 
from which we are gene, and ripen- 
ing for that to which we are to go ! 
If you retain any memory of the past, 
let it only iina^C to you w'hat has 
pleased you best ; sometimes present 
a dream , of an absent frienp, or bring 
you back an agreeable conversation.^ 
But upon the whole, I hi^ you wdlf 
think; less of the iimepast than of the 
futoreL aii ihe former has been less 
^ind to yon than infallibly 

jwiU: be! n^nnyy world your 
Judies ^ they #18 tand the benefit 
ofmen; ikn have 

|na cdmidM%4^rm M all poste- 
irity ; 'yomr , time of 

else is ydurcare, 

,year ' of a wise man's^ 
ftfo^bht: a ephsure or critic on the 
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past? Those whose date b the I aifectioiis must be mueh more exalt- 
shortest live long enough to laugh p. ed, and whore you ought to despise 
one half of it ; the hoy despises the all little views and all mean retro- 
infant, the man tlie boy, tlio philoso^ ^ects, Nothing is worth your look- 
pher both, and the Christian aih ing back ; and therefore look forward. 
You may now ‘begin to tliink your and make (as you can) the world look 
manhood was too much a puerility; after you ; but take care that it be not 
and you will never suffer your age to be. with pity, but with, esteem and adml- 
but a second infancy. The toys and xation. 1 am, with the greatest sin- 
baubks of your childhood arO Jha^dly cerity, and passion for your fame, as 
now more below yon titan those tbysnf well as happiness, your, dtc. 
our riper and of our declining, yei^, . i 
the dr urns and rattles of Ambition,, and ;v 

the dirt and bubbles of Ayatice* I^ETTER LXXXllI. 

this time, when you are cut oiff ^om . ’ 

a little society, and made a citizen of Mr, P0pe to Mr, 

the world at large, you should bend V 

your talents not to serve a party, or a Nov. is, m%. 

few, but all mankind. Your genius You writ rno a very kind letter som® 
should mount above that mist in which months ago, and told me you Wer<* 
its participation and neighbourhood then upon the point of taking a jour- 
wilh earth long involved it; to shine ney into Devonshire. That hindered 
abroad and to heaven Ought to be the my an^cririg you ; and I have since 
business and tho glory of your present sever^kl timos inquired of you, without 
situation. Remember, it. wa^ at such satisfaction : .^for so I call the 
a time that the grei^est lights of an- khoivied^p of y Out welfare, or of any 

. tiquity dazzled i^d blaaed the most, tiding you. I passed 

in their retreat, ih tbeii: exifej; , or in twoimdntim i^ andsittcp my 

their death ; buV why do*' I ipew bojeijt veyy ilk -^ 1 

dazzling or Mazing ; it/wus4hen that ifenf ’tp Xihtot, iit. of heanhg 
they did good, thaftimy guve light, and of you; but had no jai^iirwer to that 
that they became guides, to mankind, point Our friend 

Those aims alone are worthy of Jia^ been silent all this !year; l believe 
spirits truly great; and such Itberer he hasf beep d,ispleasea M spme or 
fore hope will be yours. Resenlihent I very 

indeed may remain, perhaps cannot inndcod^JW 
be quite extinguished in the ^bkst; Jt tb.inki;tjfesf . % thteT 

minds ; but revqn^«i never will ,hi^K 

hour there; higl^.;j^indiples ' thap,^^djp4p;;::y^^ you 

those of the 

* than those ,qf' the- will inlaliUl^iy: 'dilride them, 

influence irtOxi ' 

whose hearts, yonrsblf, 

ihem to' 

ofm^kindv a' ' 

'Piart ' 

Hfe,^ - ’ 

Hie moiith ■'!’ 

Voi.. ^ ‘ ' 
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your letters and eonversation are 
not dways welcome to me. There 
is no man more entirely fond of good* 
nature or ingenuity than myself ; and 
I have seen too much of t^se quali- 
ties in you to be any thing less than 
your, ; 


LETTER LXXXiV. 

Mr. JPope t0 Mr. Ga^, * 

’ Aug. 

Just us I received yqurs, X vtn^as'^t 
down io write to you, with some 
slmitie that i had long deferred 
hut ;1 ean hardly iepent my neglect, 
when it gives nie the knowledge how' 
J^u insist, upon ceremony, and 
how much a greater share in your 
memoty I have than i deserve; > ; I 
%ve b^en near a week in London, 
wWre 1 am like to^ternaih, till X be? 
pdifne, by Mr* hidpi 

f&^artm spe^^itr*^ ' to 

discover beauties that wei^ < hdw; 

imperceptible ' to ' me. 'E’^ery ' epHier 
pt :aii '©ye,' or a 

the ^^ii^lest degree df li^t hr ^adh 
on M 'in A, dimfdei .-Skyh 

eharxns\'to diki^dt me. 1 no 
look upopjit^dpiahmhleita 

n . 'tr I .. a. • I .'vi'. ‘ > 





|jnade a Madonna as old as her mo- 
ther St. Anne. Nay, what is yet 
more miraculous, I have rivalled St. 
Luke himself in painting ; and as it 
is said an angel came and hnished 
his piece, so you would swear a devil 
put the last hand to mine, it is so be- 
grimed and smutted., However, I 
comfm^t myself with a Christian re- 
dectipn, that I have hot broken the 
commandment ; Ibr my pictures are 
notiMte iikmmss of any thing in hea- 
ven, above, or in earth below, or in 
Uie ^witter under the €«irth. Neither 
will bi^y adore or worship them, 
except the Indians should have a 
sight of thmn, who, they tell us, wor- 
ship certain idols purely for their ug- 
liness: 

I am very much recreated and re- 
freshed with the news of the ad- 
vancement of the which, I 

doubt not, wdl dqlight the eye and 
^dhse of tim fair as long as that agree- 
able machine shall play in the hands 
of^p6atpr%'i / 1 qm glad your Fan is 
mpuntpd , ao coon .but <I would h avc 
you vairj^^h and glaise it at ypur lei- 
SurcfiWd j[>olish the sticks aS much 
as you cam . You .may thpn cause it 
to be hp^iie in the hands of both 
sexes, no l^s in Britain than it is in 
Ghina; where it is ordinary for a 
mandarine to fan himself cool after 
a debate^ and a statesman to hide his 
face wi^ it when he tells a grave lie. 


le'^;tb»^^ Lxapev.^ '' 

Mr-' . 

soillf 

I'ttf who 
^CO^ikoft'deaiOi 
jtW«tli0S.(Ki9O€-.^ 

-^adly 
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welcome to your friends ! thrice wel- 
come to me ! Whether returned 
glory, blest with court-interest, the 
love and familiarity of the great, and 
GXloA with agreeable hopes ; or me'* 
lancholy with dejection, contempla^ 
tive of the changes of fortune, and 
doubtful for the future. Whether re- 
turned a triumphant whig or a de^ 
spending tory, equally all hqil I equal- 
ly beloved and welcome to mie l If 
happy, I am to partake in 
vation ; if unhappy, you hnve\Etill at 
warm corner in iny heart, imd' a ifse- 
treat at Binfield iri the worsjt df idmee: 
at your service. If you are a tprjj, 
or thought so by any tnaU) Knoiiy' it 
can proceed from nothing but your 
gratitude to a few people who endear 
vour to serve you, and whose politics 
were never your concern. If you are 
a whig, as I rathtir hope, and, as I 
think, your principles and min^ (as 
brotjher poets) had ever a bias to the 
side of liberty, 1 know you wUl be an 
honest man and an in<dBarifeive ojae. 
Upon the whole, I know /ou are in- 
capable of being so mucli c^ eitber 
party as to he gOod for notMng. 
Therefore, once more, whatever you 
are, or in whatever state you arey all 
hail! 

One or two of lyotir old friends 
complained they had heard nothing 
of you since the queen’s death; I 
told them no man living loved Mr. 
Gay better than I, yet I had bCt ohCe; 
written to him in all his voyage., Thiai^ 
I thought a convincing proof how! 
truly one nidy bo a to another' 

without telling biip eo pvery motitbi 
But they had th|iw,si?lyes 


During your journey I knew not whi- 
ther to aim a letter after you ; that 
w as a sort of shooting %ihg : add to 
this, the demand Homer had upon 
me to write fifty verses a day, besides 
learned notes, ill which are at a con- 
clusion for this yeari Rejoice with 
me, O my friend I that my labour is 
'over: come and make merry with 
me in much feasting r we will feed 
among the lilies (by the lilies I 
mean the ladles). Are not the Ro- 
salindas of Britain as charming as 
the Blousidindas of the Hague ? , Or 
|}hava the two. great pastoral poets of 
nation renounced ipve at the same 
time ? for Philips, immortal Philips, 
hath deserted^ , vek, and in a rustic 
manner, kiekea his Rosalinda.. Dr. 
Parnelle. and I have been insepara- 
ble ever since you went. We are 
nbvv at the Bath, whjero (if you are 
not, 'a$; ,1 hear.ti]y hope, better en- 
gaged) your coming would lie the 
great^t pleasure to us in the world. 
Talk not of ej^nses ; Horner shall 
support hie children. I heg a lino 
ftoflOL ymi, directed to the posHio^ise 
m Bath. ,, Pwr Parnielle: ia m 
^te of health'. ‘V -iiy 

' .{^ardoqi ihe if 1 add of ad- 
yijco in the poetical^ Way. M^rite 
something on the king, prince, or 
princess. ,0h ;; whafsp^yar fi:^ting 

do .ufevcir '/know. 

wherd w-V' w-* 


hat 


to allege in your 
really'value onO iahbWSr'Wj®^ 


want such as 

themselyba eaay.' 

concers^fiih -7 

into a 

pect any tbiiiiJi 
l>Qrnc away wi 


of the c>ipdctj|ti6h 


'1^ 

to, this,,'. 

' 'r'SOJ 
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esi of curiosities, . letter of inirie 

which you received, and I never 
writ , 

But the truth i$, that we were 
made here to e^|^t you in a short 
time, that I was upon the ramble 
most part of the sumnter» and have 
concluded, the season in grief for 
the death of hiy poor fether. 

1 shtriV n<A enter into a detail of 
my concerns and troubles, for two! 
reasons : because I am really afflicted 
and need no airs of grief, and 
cause they are not the concerns and 
troubles of any bat myself: l 

think you (without too great a botn- 
pliment) enough my mend to be 
pleased to know he died easily, with-! 
<Hpt a groan, or the sickness of t#o 
iidnutes ; in a wOrd> 'as silently and 
peacefully as he lived, 
s 1 am not in the humour to s^y 
gay , things, nor in the ad(eetafion of { 
avoiding them. I can’t pretend to 
entertain either Mr. Pultei^y cir Von, 
as you have done both my lord Bur- 
lington and me, by yopr lotter to] 
Mr. -'Lowndes.^ J /aih only sorry 
yon have ho greater qnairrol to sMr. 
Lowndeav .wished you paid some 
hundreds/ a year to the land-tax. 
That gentikshiah is lately become an 
mo^euslve peri^ so that 

to'himy'.^nd {like ‘Ve* 



fm' 
mo then 
wUh the 
mu ' 
bad 

ifo b4i 


^t.' writing , ... 

^ and feud'’, 




, , . 



manner of prejudice, if you write 
like our brother-poets of these 
days. 

The Duchess, lord Warwick, lord 
Stanhope, Mrs. Bellenden, Mrs. Le- 
pell, and I cannot tell who else, had 
your letters. Dr. Arbulhnot and 1 
expect to be treated like friends. 1 
would send my services to Mr. Pul- 
teney^ but that be is out of favour at 
court; and make some compliment 
to Mrs. Pultcney, if she were not a 
Wh%*; My lord Burlington tells me 
she has as much outshined all the 
Ftenbh ladies, as she did the English 
before ; 1 am sorry for it, because it 
wHl be detrimental to our lioly reli- 
gion, if heretical women .should 
eclipse those nuns and orthodox 
beauties, m. whose eyes alone lie all 
the, hopes we can have, of gaining 
such fine gentlemen as you to our 
bhurch. Yours, d&c. 

I wish you joy of the birth of the 
young because he is the only 

prince have from whom you have 
hkd, no , expeetattons and no disap- • 
pdiiitineiits.; 


LETTER LXXXYIL 
Mr* Pope to Mr, Gap. 

July J3, 1722, 

' 1 was very much pleas^, not to 
say obliged, by your kind ’ letter, 
krhiob sufficiently Warmed my heart 
to .»ha^® answer^ it sooner, had 1 
been deceived (a way one often 
is deceived) by .hearkening to wo- 
metf y- whd told me that both lady 
jlou and yourself were ittime- 
to ^ret^jup < from Tunbridge ; 
' was gone to bring 



. d'htSf ^ „ 

you world ■ ^rnishes' us 





Isentiuiunts upon it are ” 
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the very same I should entertain : I 
wish those we call great men had 
the same notions, but they are rcallJjr 
the most little creatures in the world ; 
and the most interested, in all but* 
one point ; which is, that they want 
Judgment to know their greatest itt- 
terest, tO encourage and choose ho- 
nest men for their friends. 

I have not once semi thfe person 
you complain of, whom I have^f 
thought to be, as the apostle^^mp- 
nisheth, one flesh with hiS wife- 
Pray make my sincere compliflients 
to lord Burlington, whom I hav^e long 
known to have a stronger bent of j 
mind to be all that is good and IiOk 
uourable, than almost any one of his 
rank. 

1 have not forgot yours to lord 
Bolingbrokc, though I hope to liave 
speedily a fuller opportunity, be re^ 
turniug for Flanders and Pranb? 
next Month. . / 

Mrs. Howard has writ you some- 
thing or other in a latter, whichv she 
* says, she repents^ She lias.as much 
good-nature as if she had iieveir seeh 
any ill-nature, and had ' been br^ 
among lambs and turtle, doves, in?- 
stead of princes and court ladies. 

By the end of this week Mr. Fort 
tcscue will pass a few days With me : 
we shall remember you in oUr pota- 
tions, and wish you a fisher with us, 

, on my grass plat. In the mean time 
we wish you success ais a fisher m 
women at ^ the Weiia, a rejoioetjuf , 
the comfortless and ; widow, 
playfellow of the thuiden. ; 
yoUr, &.C. ' _ Y ; 


hourly expectation almdst 'of my mo- 
ther’s death, there was no circum-. 
stance that rendered it mdre insup- 
portable to me, than that I could not 
feaVe her to see you. Your own 
present escape from so imminent 
danger, I pray Ood may prove less 
precarious than my poor mother's 
con be ; whose life at best can be biit 
a short reprieve, Or a longer dying. 
But I fear, even that is more than 
€hod Will please to grant me ; fer 
these tw days past, her most dan- 
gerous ‘syMptoins ate returned upon 
to ; and, unless there be a sudden 
change, I must in a few days, if not 
in a few hodrs, be deprived of her. 
in the afflicting prospect before me, 
,1 know nothing that can so much 
alleviate it as the view now given 
me (Heaven grant it may increase !) 
lOf your recovery* In the sincerity 
of my heart; I am excessively con- 
cerned not to be able to P®y 
Ideat Gay, any part of the debt^ 1, 
very gratefully remember, I owe 
on a :^ike sad occtoon, when you 
were h#e comfetting nfe in her last 
Wht iiilness. ^ur h^ih aug- 
iiient as feat as I fear hers must de- 
cline I I bdieve that would be very 

fast. MfLy the life tto fa ^ded to 
ym be twist in good feJrtutfe and 

df ofan giv^ 






Mr: 




*** this-r-dU'l 


aOott Sttters-!:. 

|.Rib^e 

Ikiedp >ou, *|ia tht^ Or &«» *»“*■« 
tkoEw'I ’ bivis' kaQi*!6i': Jis long, tMt I 

sin4'N^j?e;nii6:{< 

«od wttBJsfJ '»««'- 
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LETTER LXXXIX- 

Mr* Poj^t to Mr* Oa^. 


[aook lit. 


1 am glad to hear of the progress 
of your recovery, and the oftenex I 
hear it die better, when, it becomes 
easy to you to give it me. I so well 
remember the consolation you wore 
to me in my. mother's former illness, 
that it doubles my concern at this^ 
time not to be able to be with you, or 
you able to be with me. Had I iostj 
her;, I would have been no whei^e daw 
but w^h you during youi: 
menu ‘I have now past dveweejks 
without once going hrom home, and 
without any company but for three 
or, four of the days. Friends rarely 
8ti%teh their kindness so far as ten 
imiles. My lord Bolingbroke and 
Mr. Bethel have net ibrgoUtoh to visit 
me,: the rest (except Blount 

mice) were contented to send ines- 
I never 


a; time ; and no^ Mr; , 
death torches me '.nearly,, 
fwbnty yemrs imd, ^orb that I have 
Itoown l^m; e'^ry y^bar earnea away 
scmietMtig dear with it, till we out*' 
lire;:;ato tendemeisses, and become 
wreitohed /individuals a^a^ as .wej 
b^ap. Adieui This w'my birth* 


day ; and this h m|r/ upon 

iV-. 'V. 

' !?' ' / , , 'f. i ’ ’ 



he who expects nothing, for he shall 
never be disappointed/* I could 
dnd in my heart to congratulate you 
on this happy dismission from all 
court dependence : I dare say 1 shall 
dnd you the better and the honester 
man % it, many years hence : very 
probably the healthfuler and cheer* 
filler into the bargain. You are 
happily rid of toany cursed ceretno* 
pto, as wdl as of many ill and vici- 
ous habitoi of which few or no men 
d^pe the infection, who are hack- 
neyed and tramnmiled in the ways 
of a court. Princes, indee<l, and 
peers (the lackeys of princes), and 
ladies (the fools of peers), will smile 
on you the less; but men of worth 
and real friends will look on you the 
better. There is a thing, the only 
thing which kings and queens can- 
not give you (for they have it not to 
give)— liberty, and which is worth 
^l they have ; which, as yet, I thank 
(h^, .Englishmen need not ask from 
theit hands. You will enjoy that 
and your own integrity; and the sa- • 
tisfaatoty eoiusciousness of having 
mt merited such graces from courts 
as aire bmftowed only un the mean, 
smrvile, fikttering^ interested, and 
Undeserving. The only steps to the 
favour of the great are such com- 
placencies, such Gompltances, such 
distant decorums, as delude them in 
their vanities^ to engage them in 
their passions. He is ike greatest 
favoufim who is the; falsest; and 
whop a man, by such vile gradations, 
mrriVcia 'td, the , height of grandeur 
and powei:, ^ fo tlue^ at best but in a 

and in a 
serving 
.a miufoter has 

-/'"V ' ■. ' ' 

m 'hy ' my lord 

t I ppiOBtimte you writ it 
hot wiiho:^t ; hud ydu could not hate 


be^f, if I:j 

'#hb'r ‘ 


less right at the 
y<mr doing it, in re- ■ 


s]mct to imy decency you ought to 
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observe; for I take that person to be’ 
a perfect judge of decencies add 
forms. I am not without fears, even 
on that person's a:ccount : I think it 
a bad omen ; bat what have I to do> 

with court omens ? Dear Gay, adieti. 

I can only add a plain, uncoUr|]jr 
speech : while you are nobodyk ser- 
vant, you may be any one’s friend, 
and as such 1 embrace, ydiii; in all 
conditions of life. White il^jiave al\ 
shilling you shall have 
eight pence, if I can' contrive. to 
upon a gtoat: I atn, faithfiiMy, youf, 

&-C. 
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of my journeys beforehand, because 
I take resolutions of going ,to Lon- 
don, and keep them nd better than 
larreUing lovers do theirs. But the 
will drive me thithei* abpht the 
Imiddle of next nionth;, and 1 will 
upon you, to be sprinkled wijh 
[holy Water before I enter the jplahn 
of corruption^ Ybur, dt-c. 


LETTER XCL 
The Earl of P^eterbot^^ to Mr ., . 

Whenever you apply. a good^ 
Papist to your fenUile mediatrix; you! 
are sure of success ; but thero is ^nol 
a full assurance of your etitite 
’ mission to mothoif«rbhurch, and that 
abates a little of^: your authority. 
However, if you will aooept of 
country letters, slie Will correspond 
from the hay-cock^ and I will write* 
to you upon the side of roy wbeel-rj 
barrow : surely such letters might 
esca))e examination. ^ 

Your idea of the golden age iSj 
that every shepherd might pipe^ 
where he pleased. As I lived' 
longer I am more moderate^ in* my 
wishes, and; would be. content^ with' 
the liberty of not piping vVhorU; I 
not pleased. - ' ' ' !> : 

Oh how I 
friends* a froedonij, 


letter xcii. 




in ' volunttuy 

dean submit ;.tdi-^e’Oiidi5m4t',3pf 
and live ^abs©nti.'hfi0m‘Us 
are you conhnedf# ^hat 
.4‘elievcl ^ 

» I seldom veUt<U?e';t0,give 


to the Earl of Peterho^ 

' ' ' ' ‘‘j’' - roto, ' 

My lord, 

I never Ifnew or heard of any per- 
son, So volatile, and sO fixed as your 
lordship : you, while your imagina- 
tion is ct^hying you through every 
Of the world where you huve 
UrdiaVO not been, can at the satde^ 
timi dppfilces of fevoutf 

krid ifcflidUeislii td tbe' iheane&t of yo^ 
and '& uU scenekyop hkve 
''have '■not' j^en'kble to attain 
tbii, diik, ’4ddW'’;itefeuMar'td k;jgrfe^ 
fergeiting every thm^ but 
ipjUr,ies; '”Of this T^tea'Jiviug wit- 
hes agiinst you ; fox ,bbing the moist 
Ihi^igiiidbant pf all ybUr dm humble 
sorVant^^^'yb^' wdreso cruel" , 

to give me time" to asK a favour* 
prpvedtt^ '' in ' dpihg^' ’ , 

^ ‘'^eairedi 'o,t ’ebuld''^ 

yOr;my;.creA;^f \ ^ 

I hkve:^ftbn.^tnifed>t:.‘tae',capri- 
^^ousness iof fortune in. regard to 
yipar loid^ip; She hath forced 
atei' thei^ And 

a'S4nur^'i^:b.^'iiuse'''’y hUd-^riAnJ^^ 
and' 

tiause ybh> h'^ wisdom '.amd 
iedge in'tfee 'tetefests 'of f 
^ Vonaccou' 

%''to W Uspy; 

thd^hoad^of the ‘I 
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eburcb, or rather a curate under 
the dean of St* Patrick. 

The archbishop of publin laments 
that he did not see your lordship till 
be was just upon the point of leaving 
the Bath; 1 pray God you may have 
found success in that journey, else I 
slmll continue to think there is a fa- 
tality in all ynnr lordship’s under- 
takings, which only terminate in, 
your own honour and the good of 
the public^ without the least advan 
tage to your health or fortune* 

I remember lord Oxford^s minii^ 
try used, to tell me, that not knowing 
where to write to yott^ they were 
forced to write at you. It is So, with 
me, for you are in one thing an evan- 
gelical man, that you know not where 
to lay your head ; and, 1 think, you 
have no liouse. Pray, my lord, write 
to me, that I may have the pleasure, 
in this scoundrel country, of going 
about, and showing my depending 
parsons a letter from the earl of Pe- 
terbotow. I am* iS&c. < 


jObliging art could ever bestow on a 
friend, if you would eotne and sketch 
it for me* 1 am sure, if there be no 
very prevalent obstacle, you will 
leave any common business to do 
this;, and 1 hope to see you thi^s 
evening as late as you will, or to- 
morrow morning as early, before this 
winter-^wer is faded. I will defer 
her interment tifl to-morrow night. 
I .know you love me, or I could not 
have wdtten this— -1 could not {at 
this time) have written at all.— 
Adieu f ' May you die as happily ! 
Your, &c. 


. LETTER XCni. 

\ Afr. ^ Mr. Mwkaribm. 

Tvo^eaham, Joiie 10, 

As I know you and 1 , mutually de-i 
eire tjp see another,: I hpped that 
this idby our wishes would )mv6 met, 
aj^d yoif ^lher» And this 

for the , very reai<^ wbiich 'possibly 
might hinder j^nur; eoiiidmg that my 
pbSr mother is / 1 mnh God, 

her 4eath ^ easy as hm life was 
ae it cost h^;,nOtnj 

^ ti3mja.Wo 

the, 

4: vi^'> ' 


LETTER XCIV. 

Mr. Pape to Mr. Bethel 

Auff. 9, 1733, 

You might well think mo negli- 
gent or forgetful of you, if true friend- 
ship and sincere esteem were to be 
measured by ^common forms and 
compliments. The truth is, I could ' 
not write then; without saying some- 
thing of my own condition, and of 
my loss of scold and so deserving a 
parent, which really would have trou- 
bled you ; or I must have kept a si- 
lence upon that head, which would 
not have suited tliat freedom and 
sincere opening of the heart which 
due to you from me. 1 am now 
pretty well : but my home is uneasy 
to me still, and 1 am therefore wan- 
dering about &dl this summer. I was 
but A^r daysat Twickenham since 
the occasion that, made it so mclan- 
:Phj^y*r '« I ' hkve . been a fortnight in 
and km now at Dawley (whose 
master is |[Cur aer^at), and going to 
l^irehcester fo JeWd Bathurst. I shal} 
also see /EdUthafepfion with lord Pe- 
tferbordw* 1?lie Court and Tvvit'riam 
S’ ihah fo:|^sake together. I wish 1 
dH nbtiVfeaV® o de- 

^rves more i|uiet, and more heakl^ 
knd happiness, than can be found in 
' ‘'V' .t'Mw, B. 
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such a family. The rest of ai^ 
quaint^uce arc tolerably happy in 
tlicir, various ways of Ufej whether: 
court, country, or town ; and Mr;' 


Cleland is as well in the park as To reform and apt to chas- 


he were in Paradise. I heartily hope 
' Yorkshire is the same to you ; and 
that no evil, moral or physical^ 
come near yoa» ' 

I have now but too muck tnela^i* 
choly leisure, and no other , Oare but 
to finish my Essay on : thei^o 
will be in it one line that may ofi^nd 
you (X fear) ; and yet I will not 
or omit it, unless you come to town 
and prevent me before I print it, 
which will be in a fortnight in all 
probability^ In plain truth, 1 will 
not deny myself the greatest plea- 
sure 1 am capable of receiving, be- 
cause another may have the modesty 
not to share it. It is all. a poor poet 
can do, to bear testimony to the vir-i 
tue he cannot reach : besides th^ 
in this age, 1 see too few goo<l exam- 
ples not to lay hold any 1 can bud* 
You see what aH; interested I 
am. Adieu. » v 


LETTER XCV. 
iWr. Pope to Arbuthnot, 

July 26 , 1734 . 

I thank you for your letter, which, 
has all those genuine marks of ' a 
good mind by which I have, ever di^ 
tinguished yours, and Ipr , which I 
have so Jong loved you. ’ put brieiid- 
ship has been CQj(iatani, because it 
was gtounded oii» good , priiicipfes, 
and therefore not only uumtarruf^d 
by any distrust^ but by. any , 
much less any interests • ^ i 

What yoju recommeh#; Mei , willjt 

the solemnity, qf a last 
have its due weight with hie. ; T 
disdam and indignation against .v|ce^^ 
iau(I thank God) the only ^isdiw 
and indignation I;have it /is 
cere, and it will be a lasting 


But sure , it is as impossible to have 
a just abhorrence of vice, without 
hating the vicious, as to bear a true 
loye for virtue, without loving the 


j tise, 1 am .afiraid^ is impossible'; and 
that the best precepts, as well a$ithe 
best laws, would prove of small use, 
if there were no eitampies to enforce 
diem* To attack vipes in the ab- 
stract, without touchirig persons, may 
be safe bghting indeed, but it is fight- 
ing with shadows; OcnerqJ proposi- 
tions are obscure, misty, and uncer- 
tain, compared with plain, foil} ^d 
home extimptes : precepts only apply 
to our reason, which in most men is 
but weak : examples are pictures, 
and strike the senses, iiay^ raise the 
passions, and call in those (the 
Strongest and mbst general of all mo- 
tives) to the aid of reformation. .Ev- 
ery vicious, man .makes the case his 
own ; and that is the only way bV 
which such men can be afecte^ 
much less detdrred; that to chasr 
tise is to reform^ Tb© only>^sign , by 
which { found my writings Wer did 
ahy good, <w had any weight, has 
been that they raised the anger of 
bad mtm. And my greater, comfort, 
and encouragement to proceed, has 
been to see that those who have no 
shame, and no fear of any. thing 
else, have appeared touched by 
satires.;' ,iV‘ 

As to ; your kind epneiern for my 
safety,.! can gue^ what Occasions it 
at this folio. eharacter^ I 

have drawn arc aifoh, that if there be 
any who deserve tbfon, it is evidently 
a service to mankind to pohtt those 
men but; ; yqt suc^^^^ if all the 

gave' them;:" ipone,-! '.think;- W-ilLoISfo 




Of wltofn ajl 

think inwudh a manner, 

'i fear. . ' ' Sfuch , 

fo^foe'dark; hitvb'SeWS^^^ 
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to justify them in the face of day; 
the talents that make a cheat or a 
whisperer, are not the same that qua* 
lify a man for an ihsulter ; and as to 
private villany, it is not so aafe to join 
in an assassination as in a Hhel. 1 
will consult iny safety so& ks I think 
becomes a prudent but not so 
far as to omit a|ry thing which I think 
becmnes an honest one. As to pe^- 
sonal^ attacks beyond tho law, every 
man is liable to them as for danger, 
within the law, 1 am not guilty enough 
to fear any. For the good opinion of f 
all the world, 1 knotv it is noa to be 
had: for that of worthy tnen^ I ho^, 
I shall not forfeit it : for that of the 
great, or those in power, J may wish 
I had it ; but if through misrepre- 
sentations (too common about per- 
sons in that station) 1 have it not, 1 
shall be sorry, but not miserable in 
the want of it. 

.It is certain, much fieer satirists 
than 1, have enjoyed the encourage* 
meht^and protection of the princes 
under vyhom they lived. Augustus 
. and MmcCnas made Horace ^ their 
Cbmpanioai^ though he had .been in 
ams.O!ii the side of Brutus; and ah 
me to remark, it was out of the 
suffering party too that they favoured 
and distinguished Virgil. You will 
not suspect me of compafihg myself 
with Yirgd and Horace, nor oven with 
anothi^i:; court favourite, Boileau. 1 
have mwi^ysi heeu tpo modest to ima- 
gine.my panogyricS were worthy of a 
; Chun,; ^ ';ind be; 

iiipught tiia; true reason why I have 
n^v^r .^foifered any. I woulA^ohly 
, hkve'ibJ3i^vedi''>tbjtt' it was' und^r ;|^he 

rista* 

:%ei 

' ' ' ' '* ftugJdUtd'A^ver-thii' 

. ,, , — ^^-4 

Ik^er-t 

do- 




not appear as ridiculous for their false 
taste and affectation in Fersius and 
Juveiiah as odious for theii* bad go- 
vernment in Tacitus and Suetonius ? 
In the first of these reigns it was that 
Horace was protected and caressed 
and in the latter that Lucan was put 
to deathi and Juvenal banished. 

I would not have said so much, 
but to show you my whole heart on 
this subject ; and to convince you I 
am deliberately bent to perform that 
rdqtiest which you make your last to 
lUBi and to perRirm it with temper, 
justice, and resolution. As your ap- 
probation (being the testimony of a 
sound head and honest heart) does 
greatly confirm me herein, I wish 
you may Jive to see the effect it may 
hereafter have upon me, in some- 
thing more deserving of that appro- 
bation. But if it be the will of God 
(which, I know, will also be yours) 
that we must separate, I hope it will 
be better for you than it can be for 
me. You arb fitfoV to live, or to die, 
than any man I know. Adieu, my' 
dear friend ! and may God preserve 
your ' Itfo easy, or make your death 


LETTER XCVI. 

3Ir. Pope to Dr, &wift. 

Juae 18, 1714. 

Whatever apologies it might be- 
came me to make at any other time 
for wHtiiig to you, L shall use none 
now» to a man who has owned him- 
efelf as'^ijdfenetfo ai a ejit iii the coiin- 
iTjIr. dircuiiistance 1 know 

a fetteSr is a very use- 
fo! aai well as ^ amusiin|f thing ; if 
yOd at^' '^tate affairs to 

it,j yci you iday find ehlertain- 
ment in, jfMing it intp divers figures, 
dijiiitblipg it ihto a pyramidical^ 
briyvtstiipgitinfo a serpentine form : 

This excelknt ^ied Feb, t7. IVS't-S. 
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or if your disposition should not. he 
so mathematical, in taking it with 
you to thl^Lt place wh^e men of stn*^ 
dious minds are apt to' sit longer than 
ordinary ; where, after an abrupt di* 
vision of the paper, it may not be un- 
pleasant to try > to ht and rejoin the 
broken lines together. All itheee 
amusements X am no stranger to in 
the country, and doubt notN(by thk 
time) you begin to relish { them ,r hi 
your present contemplativot dttta- 
tion. ' 

I remember a man, who was thought 
to have some knowledge in the world, 
used to afiifin, that, no people in 
town ever complained they were for- 
gotten by tlieir friends in the coun- 
try: but my increasing experience 
convinces me he was mistaken ; ft>r 
I hnd a great many here, grievously 
complaining of you upon this score. 
X am told further, that you treat the 
few you correspond with in a very ar- 
rogant style, and tell them you ad- 
mire at their insolence in disturbing 
■your meditations,; or even in^tuirhig 
of your retreat ;* but this I will not 
positively assert^ because 1 hever re- 
ceived any such insulting epistle from 
you. My lord Oxford says you have 
not written to him once since you 
went : but this perhaps may be only 
policy in him or you ; and 1, who am 
half a whiff, must not entirely credit 
any thing he affirms. At Button’s it 
is reported you are gone to Hanover, 
and that Gi^ goes only on an embas- 
sy to you. eShers apprehend some 
dangerous statO treatise from your 
retirement : and a wit^ w^ affiecta lo 
imitate Balsac, Says, that the 
try now are like those 
old, who received ^heir 
the wpods. '' ThO!\gOntleiiw^^.trf^^ 
Roman .Cathi^ persuhaiOU' 
unwilling; to OireKit me, 

‘ ' j.t . 

1^0 t'laie the death of 
^11 her imniaters were qaerreU%,, 

Dean could not rec^j^ them, he 
friend's house in Bertsldref mid 
them after. , ■ . 


per, that you are gbtie tb meet some 
Jesuits commissioned from the court 
of Rome, in order to settle the most 
convenient methods to be ;taken for 
Ihe coming of the Pretenderi Dr. 
Arbuthnot is singular in, his optnion, 
and imagines your only design is to 
attend at full leisure to the life and 
adventures of ScriblefU&t This in- 
deed must be granted of igreater im- 
piwtance than all the ^ r^st ; and X 
wish X could promise so%elI of you. 
Tlie top of ray Own ambition is to 
contribute to that great work; aird I 
shall translate Homer by the bye. 
Mr; Gay ^ has acquainted ’you what 
progress X have made in it. 1 can- 
not name Mr. Gay/ witliout all the 
acknowledgments which I shall ever 
owe you, on his account. If t writ 
this in Verse, l limuld tell you, you 
are like the sun ; and while men ima- 
gine you to be retired or absent; are 
hourly exerting your indulgence, and 
bringing things to maturity for their 
advantage. Of all the world, you are 
the man (without flattery y who servo 
your friends; with the l^st ostenta- 
tion ; it is almost in^atitude, to thank 
you; considering yohr temper.; and 
this is the period pf' ail thy letter 
which, I.ibar, you will think the most 
impertiioent. I am, with the truest 
aflectioii^ youro, d^c. 


f letter xoyn. 

^ Lsrd lo Dr. Bmft. 

1 . I am pet so Iqgry as Pbpe, and 
yod mu8i;fro^ ©xpisofe from 
meihe. same;ip^^ to ia^sjmess;^ 

,M\defefidln^';'h^’!ewh cau^' W'^leade 
yours, yow' 

'while ' he th ^U' as 

[yptt will same 

aud.Lapd.the rest^efsy^urfetii^^ 

ieapoct’ from: two 
'hiimahu \Ycp 

tWO’, alehouses 
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who were at the same time burgo* 
maatera of the town, and taited one 
another's bills alternately. . I dedare 
beforehand I will nOt eta^ to the 
award; my tide t6 your ’friendship 
is good, and we^s neither deeds nor 
writings to oondnn it^ but annual 
acknOwledgmenis at least are neces- 
sary to presem it : and I begin tq 
suspect, by your defrauding me of 
them, that yoii hope in time to dis- 
pute it, and to iiyge prescriptmn 
agamst me; 1 would not say ohe 
Word to ybii about myself (since it Is 
a subject on which you appear to 
have no eUriosily), waS it not to tty 
how far the; contrast between Pope's 
fortune and matiner of life and mine 
, may^b^ carried* 

I' have been, then, infinitely more 
uniform and less dMp^t^u than 
when you dcnew me, and cared for 
me. That love which I used to 
scatter with such prphtsion among 
the female kind, haS' been these 
many years, devoted to one object. 
A great many mi^rhiifes (fer so 
they are called, though soiiietimes 
very hnproperly), and ;a retirement 
the woirld^ have made that just 
dnd nice discrimination between my 
acquaintance and my frief^ds* which 
we have seldom sa^city enough to 
make for buisotvOs ; thosO inseOb^ of 
various hues, which used to.hum and 
btizzi about me, while I stood in tlie 
sunshine, lUtyb disap^ared since I 
Uvedin the shade. jNo man comes 
to a hetmitage- %t sshe of 

the hermit ; a |>hilo^pbi€al 
fjfieuds borne often to m&e, abd they 

.'dnfieri 

cbinps^]jf;,;''li|Ve alleifed!.' ycm/bb-^; 

' were\,a|ii»e' 


by which'jt is judged that this illas 
trious philosopher bad (like the In- 
dian FohUt the:; Grecian Pythagoras^ 
the Persian Zoroaster, and others 
his precursors among the Zabrians, 
Magana, and the Egyptian seers) 
both his outward and his inward 
dbctrine, mid that he was of no side 
at the hbttom. When I am there, I 
forget 1 was ever of any party my- 

bd by tlli'abstracted reason of things, 
that I am ready to imagine there 
never ivas any such monater as Party. 
Alas ! , I am sUon awakened from 
that pleasing, dream by the Greek 
and Roman Historians, by Guicciar- 
dine, by Maehiavel, and Thuanus ; 
for f hare vowed to read no history 
of our own country till that body of 
it which you promise to finish ap- 
{iCars. 

I am under no apprehension that 
a glut of study and retirement should 
cast me back into the hurry of the 
world ; oii' the contrary, the single 
re^et; which I ever feel, is that I 
fell so late into this course of life ; 
|my philosophy grows confirmed by 
habit ; and if you and I meet again, 
I will extort this approbation from 
you : Jam non comilio honusi, sed 
more co perductus, tit non tantum 
recU Jacere passim, sed nisi recit 
facere non passim.^ The little fn- 
civilities I have met With from oppo- 
site sets of people, have been so tar 
frmn rendering me vr^ent or sour to 
any, that I think myself obliged to 
them: aft : some have cured me of 
oiy fears by showing me how itnpo- 
maliee pf the world is ; others 
have* cured 10 % my hopes, by 
alfewing/|'|i(($w i^recarious popular 
ftfendshipta aft have cured me 
of me out of 

[pd^y^t ti^y bafo driven me out of 
^rsed pofhpsmy ; and in stripping 
and: ai^ ^tate, 


.iirw'itUai :noi % rule, tjot in such a 
Way, that 1 ngi ouly eaa ao ri^tu, but canuot ;ilo 
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and siuch trii^ketd, which every mani be numbs me like tbe^’ torpor, or he 
that will may spare, they have given teases me like the fly. : This is the 
me that which no man can be happy' picture of an old friend,; andi more 
without. , like him than that will be whjcfh you 

Reflection and habit have render.^ pnee ask(i»d, and which he will send 
ed the , world so indifferent to me, you, if you continue still to desire 
that I am neither afflicted nor it.r-Adicu, dear Swift ; with afl thy 
joiced, angry nor pleased, at Mrh^t Atuks I love time entirely; make an 
happens in it,, any further than per-^ effort, .and love me on with all mine, 
sonal friendships xntei^st me ^ 
affairs of it ; and this prihpi^e 

tends my cares but a lit|le: LETTER XdVjn. 

Perfect tramiuillity is the general , 

tenour of my life ; good digwMow, jp ^ 

serene weather, and some other, m^ ■ , . ■* , 

chanic springs, wind me above it tHiMiii, S?pl. SO; im 

now and then, but 1 never fall below Betuiming ; from a summer oxpe- 
• it; 1 am sometimes gay, but I am dithmof lbttr'montbs,OA aecoontof 
never sad. I have gam^ new n»y health, 1 found a dettcr from you, 
friends, and have lort some old ones ; ^ appendix longer |han yours 

my acquisitions of thw l^md ^vo me from lord Bolingbroke. I believe 
a. gO(^ deal of pleasure, b^sauae there is not a more misevtdile malady 
they have not been made lightly: I on unwillingness to write let- 
know no vows so mlenm as those .of ters to our best friends ; and a man 
friendship, and thm-efore a pretty might be philosopher enough in find- 
longnovioiatoof acquamtanoe should imr out reasons for it. One thing is 
•m^mks precede them ; my losses dear.' that it sJtows a mighty dilfer- 
of this kind give me but litdo trou- ,eoce betwixt friendship and love ; 
blc ; I contributed not to them ; and * lover (as I have liewd) is al- 
a friend who breaks with me unjust- ^ayg scribbling, to his mistress. U 
ly, is not worth preserving. As ^n j ^Hild permit myself to believe what 
M I leave this town (which will be ypur civility makes you say, that I 
in a few days) I shall fail back into gtill i^emembered by iny friends 
that course of life which keeps m Bn^and, I am in the right to 
knaves and fools at a great distance keep myself here. Nun ' turn wadis 
from me: I have an avcrsiim to I left yon i in a period Of life 

them both ; but in the ordinairy when ye^ does more executioli 
eour^ of life I think I can bear^tbe three at yours ; to wliich, if you 
sensible knave better fhan the^ft^l. add the dhlnesis of the air ^nd of the 
o One must indeed whh the former ^be people, it wUl imke a te^ ble sum. 
in some or other of the atdljudes of | jj^aye ho very istwmg fkith in ^ you 
those wooden men mtom-i; ha VO: ^en iptemnders to retjiirOinieht ; you are 
iKjfore a sword-cutlerj'e sh# m not of an fov* hbr have g<;|ne. 
many ; but even fthrougb ©iSer ^ or bad fottuhe 

postures the witty rascal ’'yill /djivori to g 0 

me ; and .he' diverts ephclusiojn^'/de ' c^nUmp^ 

a great desd; oS;good, and 

under an obli^tion m hi^ of foo much 

am not 'pblmed^.nay him 

(mn : the fool '.dmiges me to-.’ bd': :♦ Im 1 '1' ' '' '■ 

-• • mostasiBufch 

knave, and he makes me no amenda ; of I;-' ^ ' 
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nisters do of too much weight of ba-j«ee sometimes, when they happen to 
sinews. ■ be modeat ; which was not frequent 

Your hajbpiness is greater titan among them while I was in the 
your merit, in choosing yonr favour- world. 

ites so indiCerently amemg either par* 1 would describe to you my way 
ty; this yon owe .{Partly to your edu* of living, if any method could be 
cation, and/partly to yonr genius cm- called so. in this country. I choose 
ploying yqa in, an art in, which fao- companions out of those of least 
tion has nothing to do; for I sup* consequence and most compliance : 
pose Virgil and Horace are equally I read the most trilling books I can 
read by whigs and tories. You have find; ^and whenever I write, it is 
no more to do with the constitution the most triding ' subjects ; but 
of ohurchjiand state than a Christian riding; walking, and sleejiing, take 
at Constantinople ; and: yoh are so up eighteen of the twenty-four hours, 
much the; wiser and thO happier, be- I procrai^iriate more than T did 
cause both parties will approve yoijUf twenty years ago ; and have several 
poetry as Idng as yqu are known to things to finish, which I put oiF to 
be, of neither. . twenty years hence. I send you the 

YoUr f notions' of friendship are compliments of a friend of )ours, 
new to tne ; I believe every man is who hath passed four months tljis 
horh with his and he can- summer with two grave acquaintance 

not gi^e to one without robhing at his country-house, without ever 
another. I very well know to whom once going to Dublin, which i.s but 
1 would give the first places in my eight miles distant; yet, when he 
firieqdship, but they are not in the returns to Dondon, I will engage 
way ;, 1 am condemned to another you will find him as deep in the 
scene, and therefore I distribute . it Court of Requests, the Park .the. 
in pennyworths to those s^ut me, Operas, and the coffee house, as any 
axid who m® least; and man there. I ani now with him for 

should do the same to my Mlow- a few days. 

||IHsonerB if I condemned to You must remember me with 
^ail. I can likewise tolerate knaves great affection to Dr. Arbutlinot, 
much better than fbolsj becau^ their Mr. Congreve, and Gay. I think 
knavery does me no hurt in the com- there are no more eoim ierfios* 
merce 1 have with them, which tiowr between you and me, except Mr. 
ever I own is more dangemps, Jervas, to whose house I address thi>H, 
j thohgh not sO trohblesdme as that of for , want of knowing where you live ; 
fools. I have often endeavoured to ^ it was not clear^, firom your last 
estabUsh a friendship ampnjg ali whether you lodge wi^h lord Peter- 
of genius^ land would fain Mve it bdrOw, or he with you. I am ever, 
done; they aie. seldom :abovO'|^ 
or four. t^tenij^iraries ; and if 
oou}d\',J>e.' .unftedi-, would 

„ V^xteTTEll XCIX. 

atvjlie 

■ .■^0 '’of nwia b«>k wm 

of olTfe 

'-tv ‘ 
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Gulliver, which hath been the con- 
versation of the whole town ever 
since : the whole impression sold in 
a week : and nothing is more divert- 
ing than to hear the diiferent opi- 
nions people give of it, though all 
agree in liking it extremely. It is 
generally said that you arc the nn- 
thor ; but I am told the .bookseller 
declares he knows not, from what 
hand it came. From the to 

the lowest it is pniversaily. read;; 
from the cabinet council to the 
ry. The politicians to a man agree, 
that it is free from particular re- 
flections, but that the satire on 
general societies of men is too se^ 
vere. Not but we now and then 
meet with people of greater perspi- 
cuity, who are in search of particular 
applications in every leaf; and it is 
liighly probable we shall have keys 
published to give light into Gulliver’s 
design. Lord — is the person 
who least approves it, blaming it as 
a design of evil consequence to de- 
pj;e<^te human nature, at which it 
caiinbt be wandered that ho . takes 
most offence, being himself the most, 
accomplished of his species, and so 
losing more than any other of that 
praise which is due , both to the 
dignity and virtue of a man. Your 
friend, my lord Harcourt, commends 
it very much, though he thinks ip 
some idaces the matter too far cari* 
ried. The duchess dowager of Mart- 
borough is in raptures at it; she 
says she can drearh of nothing 
since she read it ; she declares tjbi<d 
* she has now found out, * that 
whole life hath been .lost ip paressf 
ing the worst part of mankind,- 
treating the best as hfer fees ; and 
that if she knew GuiUyjsr, tl^Ugh 
he had been the ' ^orst enphiy she 
ever had, she would give up W 
sent acquaintance for his frieiidsMp; 
You may see by this, that yon arp 
not much injured being 
^the author of this If ybp 

arq, you have disobliged us, and twOj 
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or three of your beat friends, in not 
giving us the least hint of it while 
you were with us; and in particular 
Dr. Arbuthnot, who says it is ten 
thousand pities he had not known it, 
liO could have added such abunda.nco 
of things upon every subject. Among 
lidy^critics, some have found out 
tihat Mr. Gulliver had a particular 
malice to maids of honour. Those 
of. them who frequent the church, sSy, 
his design is impious : and that it is 
depreciating the works of the Crea- 
tor. Nptwitlistanding, I am told the 
princess hith\; read it with great 
pleasure. As to othet critics, they 
think the flying island is the least 
entertaining ; and so great an opinion 
the town have of the impossibility 
of . GulIiver^s writing at all below 
himself, it is agreed that part was 
not writ by the same hand : thougfi 
this hath its defenders too. It hath 
passed lords and commons nemine 
contradipe^e and the whole town, 
men, women, and children, are quite 
full of it. 

Perhaps I may all this time be 
talking to you of a book you have 
never seen, and which hath not yet 
reached Ireland ; if it hath not, I 
believe what we have skid will be 
sjufficient to recommend it to your 
reading, and’ that you mil order me 
to send; it to you. 

But it will be much better to come 
over yourself, and read it here, 
where you will have the pleasure oi 
variety of commentators, to explain 
the difficult passages to you. 

' ,We all rejoice that you have fixed 
th© p^cise time of youir cOmmg to 
Mrunih'iie ;f which we 
modern naturtdists ptondunOe, on|^ht 
to '.be reckon^,* 'Auntrary to';R|ihy, 
in this noitherti latitude of 
(fe^ees, 'friSnii\ the end of 
Styl. Gregsiv^ fertheSt 
.yeur ' frienda* the ' cpmkig;'of 
\ 

‘ ^ '''I’"' ( 

' i Vith'Uie Sfitt ' > ■ * 
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black swallow as you, will make a 
summer iii the worst of seasons. 
Wc are no less glad at your mention 
of Twickenham and Dawley ; and 
in town you know you liave a lodg- 
ing at court. 

The princess is clplhed in Irish 
silk; pray give our service to the 
weavers. We are strangely surprised 
to hear that the bells in Ireland ring 
without your money. I hope you 
do not write the thing that is not. 
We are afraid, that B — hath been 
guilty of that crime, that you (like 
Houynlmm) have treated him as a 
Yahoo, and discarded hilni your ser- 
vice. I fear you do not understarid 
these modish terms,, which every 
creature now understands but your* 
self. 

You tell us your wine is bad, and 
that the clergy do not frequent your 
house ; which w^e look upon to be 
tautology. The best advice we can 
give you is, to make them a present 
of your wine, and come away to bet- 
ter. 

You fancy we envy you ; but you 
are mistaken : we ehvy those you are 
with ; for we cannot envy the bian 
we love. Adieu. 


LETTER a 
Mr. ro X>r. Swift, 

’ 'Oct. 1737. 

Tt is a perfect trbublo to me to 
writc^to you ; and your kind letter 
(eB ior me at Mr. Cray’s ^^ctedi me 
(to much, that k >made me like ir girl 
i ctkimot tell what to say to y^u; I 
only feel that I wish you wdil ^tk ev* 
ery ciycuntstance ofJift r that S. is 
, be , be 

he '-pmia U is, to 
ay teid<^r; tum^ to, find 
ulterly impotent to do 
, nr . any. c^vto those 



[who deserve most from us. I would 
very fain know us soon as you reco- 
ver your complaints, or any part of 
them. Would to God T could ease 
any of them, or had been able even 
to have alleviated any ! I found I 
was not, and truly it grieved me. - 1 
was sorry to find you could think 
yourself easier in any house than 
mine, though at the same time I can 
allow for a tenderness in your way 
pf thinking, even when it seemed to 
want that tenderness. 1 cannot ex- 
plain my meardng, perhaps you know 
it : but the' best way of convincing 
you of my indulgence will be, if I 
Jive, to visit you in Ireland, and act 
there as much in my own way as you 
did here in yours. 1 will not leave 
your roof, if I am ill. To your 
bad health I fear there was added 
some disagreeable news from Irtdaiul, 
which might occasion your sudden 
departure: for the last time 1 saw 
you, you assured me you would not 
leave us the whole winter, unless 
ypur health grew better ; and I jiQ 
not find it did. I never compllcii] so 
unwillingly in my life with any friend 
as with you in staying so entirely 
from you ; nor could 1 have liad the 
constancy to do it, if you had not 
promised that, before you went, wn 
should meet, and you would send to 
us all to come. I have given your 
remembrances to those you meniion 
in yours : wc are quite sorry for you, 
I mean for ourselves. I hope, as 
you do, that we sball meet in n 
inpre durable and more satis fact<?- 
ry state; but the loss sure I an» ' 
Ojf that, the more I would indulge 
it in this. We are to bfdieve 
shall have something bettor than 
even a frieud there ; but certainly 
here we have 'nothing so good. 
Adieu,-. ■ for this time ; may you 
find eifcry friend you go to as 
pleased, a.nd happy as every friend 
you went from is sorry and trou- 
bled. Yours, 
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Dr, Swift to Mr. Pope 

Dublin, Oct. 12, 1727. 

I have been long reasoning with 
inyseir upon the condition J am in ; 
and in conclusion have thought it 
best to return to what fortune hath 
made my home : I have there a large 
iiouse, and servants and conveniences 
about me. T may be worse than 1 
am ; and T have no where to retire to, 
lluireforc thought it best to return to 
Ireland, rather than goto any distant 
place in England* Here is my inain^ 
tonaiico, and here my convenience. 
1 f it pleases God to restore me to my 
healtli, ] shall readily make a third 
juiiriHjy ; if not, we must part as all 
human creatures have parted. You 
arc the best and kindest friend in 
the world ; and 1 know nobody alive 
or dead to whom I am so much 
■obliged ; and if ever you made me 
angry, it was for your too much care 
ubouf me. I have often vvished that 
God Almighty w^oukl he so easy to 
the weakness of mankind, as to let 
old friends be acquainted in another 
state : and if I were to write an Uto- 
pia for hk.dven, that would be one of 
my schemes. This wildness you 
must allow for, because 1 am giddy 
and deaf. 

I find it more convenient 4o be 
sick hero, without the vexation of 
• making my friends uneasy; yet my 
giddiness alone would not have done, 
if that unsociable comfortless deaf- 
ness had not quite tired me. And 
I believe J sliould have returned 
from the iun, if 1 had not feared it 
was only a short intermission, and 
thq year was late, and my license ex- 
piring. Surely, Iwjsides all other 
Taults, 1 should be a very ill judge, to 
deubt your friendship and kindness. 
•Hut it hath pleased God that you are 
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not in a stale of health to be morti- 
fied with the care and sickness of 
a frieml. Two sick friends never 
did well together ; such an office is 
fitter for servants and humble com- 
panions, to whom it is wholly indif- 
ferent whether we give them trouble 
or no. The case would l)e quite 
otherwise if you were with me : you 
could not refuse to see any body ; 
and here is a large house, where we 
nedd not hear each other if we were 
both sick. I have a race of orderly 
elderly people of both sexes at com- 
mand, who arc of no consequence, 
and have gifts proper fpr attending 
us ; who can bawl when I am deaf, 
and tread softly when 1 am only gid- 
dy and would sleep. 

I had another reason for my haste 
hither, which 'was changing my 
agent, the old one having terribly in- 
volved my little affairs : to which 
however I am grown so indiflerent, 
that 1 believe I shall lose two or 
three hundred pounds rather than 
plague myself with accounts j so 
that I am very well qualified to be a 
lord, and put into Peter Wallcr^s 
hands. 

Pray God continue and increase 
Mr. Congreve’s amendment, though 
he docs not deserve it likf* you, liav’ 
ing been too lavish of that liealth 
which nature gave him. 

I hope my Whitehall landlord is 
nearer to -a place than when 1 left 
him ; as the preacher said, “ the day 
of judgment was nearer than ever it 
had been before.” 

Pray God send you health, det sa~ 
httem^ det opes ; animum eequum Hhi 
ipse parobis.^ You see Horace wish- 
ed for money, as well as health; and 
I would hold a crown he kept a 
coach ; and I shall never be a friend 
to the court till you do so tc®. 
Yours, &.C, 

* May give hoaJUi and wealth— -you will 

.a ronloatcd mind ftn yonmdf. 
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LETTER CII. 

Mr, Pope to Dr, Swift, 

March 23, 1727-8. 

I send you a very odd thing, a pa- 
per printed in Boston in New-Eng- 
land ; wherein you will find a real 
person, a member of their parlia- 
ment, of the name of Jonathan Gul- 
liver. If the fame of that traveller 
has travelled thither, it has travelled 
very quick, to have folks christened 
already by the name of the supposed 
author. But if you object, that no 
child so lately christened could be 
arrived at years of maturity to be 
elected into parliament, T reply (to 
solve the riddle) that the person is 
an Anabaptist f and not christened 
till full age ; v/hich sets all right. 
However it be, the accident is very 
singular, that these two names should 
be united. 

Mr. Gay^s Opera has been acted 
near forty days running, and will 
certainly continue the whole season. 
So he has more than a fence about 
his thousand pound : he will soon be 
thinking of a fence alxiul his two 
thousand. Shall no one of us live 
as we would wish each other to live ? 
Shull he have no annuity, you no 
settlement on this side, and I no 
prospect of .getting to you on the 
other ? This world is made for Caesar, 
as Cato said : for ambitious, false, or 
flattering people to domineer in : 
nay, they would not, by their good 
will, leave us our very books, thoughts, 
or words, in quiet. I despise the 
world yet, I assure you, more than 
either Gay or you; and the court 
more than all the rest of the world. 
As for those scribblers for whom you 
ajppreh'end I would suppress my Dul- 
(which by the way, for the fu- 
you are to call by a more pom- 
pous name, The Dunciad), how 
I much that nest of hornets are my 
will easily appear to you 
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when you read the Treatise of the 
Bathos. 

At all adventures, yours and my 
name shall stand linked as friends to 
posterity, both in verse and prose, 
and (as Tally calls it) in consuetiidine 
studiorunu^ Would to God our per- 
sons could but as well, and as surely 
be inseparable ! I find my other 
ties dropping from me ; some worn 
oil* some torn off, others relaxing 
daily: my greatest, both by duly, 
gratitude, and humanity, time is 
shaking every moment ; and it now 
hangs but by a thr(!ad ! I am many 
years the older, for living so mucli 
with one so old; much tlie iiioro 
helpless, for having been so long 
helped and tended by her ; much 
the more considerate and tender, for 
a daily commerce with one who re- 
quired me justly fo be both to lu’r ; 
and consequently the more melan- 
choly and thoughtful, and the Jess 
fit for others, who want only in a 
companion or a friend to l)e amused 
or entertained. My constitution too 
has had its share of decay as well as 
my spirits ; and I am as much in the 
decline at forty as you at sixty, f 
believe we shall be fit to live together, 
coujd J get a little more health, which 
might make me not quite insupporta- 
ble : your deafness would agree witli 
my dulness ; you would not want me 
to speak when you could not liear. 
But God forbid you should be as des- 
|titute of the social comforts of Ijfe 
as I must when I lose my mother ; 
or that ever you should lose your 
more useful acquaintance so utterly 
as to turn 5^our thoughts to such a 
broken reed as I am, who could so 
ill supply your wants. I am extreme- 
ly troubled at the returns of your 
deafness ; you cannot be too particu- 
lar in the accounts of your health to 
me ; every thing you do or say in this 
kind obliges me, nay delights me, to 
see the justice you do me in thinking 


* In an intimacy of studies. 
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irie concerned in all your concerns ; 
so that though the ])U*asantcst thing 
you can tell me be that you are bet- 
ter or easier ; next to that, it pleases 
me that you make me the person you 
would complain to. 

*As the obtaining the love of valua- 
ble men is the haj)piest end 1 know 
of this life, so the next felicity is to 
get rid of fools and scoundrels ; which 
I cannot but ow n to you was one part 
of my (lesign in falling upon these 
authors?, whose incapacity is not 
greater than their insincerity, and of 
whom f liave ahvays found (if I may 
quote myself), 

That carh bad author is as bad a friend. 

This poem will rid me of those in- 
sects. 

(Vdite, Romani scriptoros, rediu*, Graii ; 

]Nt*.soio quid majus nascitur lliade.* 

I mean that my lUml ; and I call it 
J\f.scio quid^ which is a degree ofmo- 
de*sty ; but however, if it silence these 
feIlows,f it must he somelbing great- 
er than any Iliad in Christendom. 
A<lieu. 


LETTER cm. 

Dr, Swift to Mr. Poiw,. 

Dublin, May 10, 1723. 

1 have with great pleasure shown 
the New England new^spaper, with 
the tw'o names Jonathan Gulliver, 
' and 1 remember Mr. Fortescue sent 
you an account from the assizes of 
one Lemuel Gulliver who had a 
cause there, and lost it on his ill re- 
putation of being a liar. These are 
not the only observations I have 
made upon odd strange accidents in 
trifles, which in things of great im- 
portance would have been matter (or 

* R^liro, ye Roman wril<Ts, y** Greeks, retire, 
^ A sonicibiti;* rises greaUn ihun liie Iliad. 

t*It did in a liule timu cfiVcmally riimre them. 


historians. Mr. Gay’s Opera hath 
been acted here twenty times ; and 
my lord lieutenant tells me it is very 
well performed ; he hath seen it ot- 
teii, and approves it much. 

You give a most melancholy ac- 
count of yourself, and which 1 do not 
approve. I reckon that a man, sul>- 
jeet like us to bodily infirmities, 
should only occasionally converse 
with great people, notwithstanding 
all their good qualities, easinesses, 
and kindnesses. There is another 
race which I prefer before them, as 
beef and mutton for constant diet 
before partridges : I mean a middle 
kind botli for understanding and for- 
tune, who are perfectly easy, never 
iinpertiiicnt, complying in every 
thing, ready to do a hundred little 
offices that you and I may often 
want, wffio dine and sit with me five 
times for once that I go to them, and 
whom 1 can tell without offence that 
I am otherwise engaged at present. 
This you cannot expect from any of 
those that either you or 1, or botli, 
arc acquainted wdth on your side, 
who are only fit for our healthy sea- 
sons, and have much business of their 
owui. God forbid I should condemn 
you to Ireland ( Quatujufnn O) ; and 
for England, I despair ; and indeed 
a cliange of affairs would couio too 
late at my season of life, and miglil 
probably produce nothing on my be- 
half. You have kept Mrs. Pope 
longer, and have had her care be- 
yond what from nature you could 
expect ; not but her loss will be very 
sensible, whenever it shall happen, I 
say one thing, that both summers 
and winters are milder here than 
with you ; all things for life in general 
better for a middling fortune : you 
will have an absolute command of 
your company, with whatever obse- 
quiousness or freedom you may expect 
or allow. 1 have an elderly house- 
keeper, who hath been my 
above thirty years, whenever I lived 
in this kingdom. I have the com- 
8 2 
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mand of one or two villas near this 
town : you have a warm apartment 
in this house, and two gardens Tor 
amusement. I have said enough, 
yet not half. Except absence from 
friends, I confess freely that I have 
no discontent at living here ; besides 
what arises from a silly spirit of li- 
berty, which, as it neither sours my 
drink, nor hurts my meat, nor spoils 
my stomach farther than in imagina- 
tion, so 1 resolve to throw it otF. 

You talk of this Dunciad : but I 
am impatient to have it volare per 
ora * — there is now a vacancy for 
fame ; the Beggar’s Opera hath done 
its task, discedit uti conviva satur.f 
Adieu. 


LETTER CIV. 

2>r. Smjl to Mr. Pope, 

Dublin, Fob. 13, 1728. 

I lived very easily in the country : 
sir A, is a man of sense, and a scho- 
lar, has a good voice, and my lady a 
better ; she is perfectly well-bred, 
and desirous to improve her under- 
standing, which is very good, but 
cultivated too much like a fine lady, i 
SJie was rny pupil there, and severe- j 
Jy chid when she read wrong ; with ' 
that, and walking, and making twen- 
ty little amusing improvemeuts, and 
writing family verses of mirth by w^ay; 
of libels on my lady, my time past 
very well and in very great order ; 
infinitely better than here, where T 
see no creature but my servants and 
my old Presbyterian housekeeper, 
denying myself to every body, till 1 
shall recover my ears. 

The atJcount of another lord lieute- 
nant was only in a common newspa- 
per, when I was in the country ; and 
if it have happened to be true, 

! have desired to have had ac- 

cess to him, as the situation 1 am in 

" Have great run, 
i i* retires, like a .sated guest. 
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requires. But this renews the grid’ 
for the death of our friend Mr. Con- 
greve, whom 1 loved from my youtli, 
and who surely, besides his other ta- 
lents, was a very agreeable compa- 
nion. lie had the misfortune to 
squander away a very good cori.stitu- 
tion in his younger days ; and I think 
a man of sense and merit like him, in 
bound in conscience to preserve jiis 
health for the sake of his friends, as 
well as of himself. Upon his own ac- 
count 1 could not much desire tljo 
continuance of his life, under so much 
pain, and so many infirrnitio.s. Years 
have not yet hardened me ; and I 
have an addition of wciglit on my 
spirits since we lost him ; tfiough 1 
saw him so seldom, and possibly, if 
he had lived on, should never hav<^ 
seen him more. 1 do not only wisli, 
as you ask me, that J was unac- 
quainted with any do.serviiig person, 
but almost that I never ha<l a friend. 
Here i.s an ingenious, good-1 uanour- 
ed physician, a fine gentleman, an 
excellent scholar, easy in his for- 
tunes, kind to every body, iiath almn- 
dance of friends, entertains them of- 
ten and hberally, they pass the even- 
ing with him at cards, with plenity 
of good meat and wn’iio, eight or a 
dozen together ; he loves them all, 
and they him. He has twenty of 
these at command ; if one. of ihefu 
dies, it is n(» more than, Poor 'Pom ! 
he gets another, or takes up with the 
rest, and is no more moved than at 
the loss of his cat ; he offends no- 
body, is easy with every body. Is 
not this the true happy man 1 1 

was describing him to my lady 
A — , who knows him too ; but she 
hates him mortally by my charac- 
ter, and will not drink bis healtli : 

I would give half my fortune for 
the same temper, and yet I can- 
not say I love it, for I do not love 

I my lord who is much of the 

doctor’s nature. I hear Mr. Gay’s 
second Opera, which you mention, i 
is forbid ; and then he will be once 
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more fit to be advised, and reject 
your advice. Adieu. 


LETTER CV. 

hord-BoUrtghrolce to Dr. Swift. 

Nov. 19, 1729. ' 
I find that you have laid aside 
your ])rojoct of building in Ireland, 
and that we sliall sec you in this 
island ntm ::fphyris ti hirundinc pri- 
I know not whether the love 
of fame increases as wc advance in 
ago ; sure J am that the force of 
friendship docs. I loved you almost 
' twenty years jigf) ; [thought of you 
as well as 1 do now ; better was be- 
vond the jiowor of conception; or, 
to lU'oid an ctjuivocpie, beyond the ex- 
nnit of iny ideas. Whether you are 
more obliged to me for loving you aSj 
well when T knew you loss, or for 
loving you as well after loving you so 
many years, I shall not determine. 
What I would say is this: whilst my 
iiiiiid grows daily more indejiondent 
of the world, and feels less need of 
loaning on external objects, the ideas 
of friendslnp return oftener, they 
busy me, they warm me more : is it 
that we grow more tender as tlie mo- 
ment of our great se]>aratioii ap- 
proaches ? Or is it that they who 
arc to live together in another state 
(for v€?’a amiritio non nisi inter 60 -; 
nos)f begin to feel more strongly 
that vdivine sympathy which is to be 
• the groat band of ihcir future .socie- 
ty ? 'Phere is no one tliought that 
.sootiuis my mind like this; I en- 
courage my imagination to pursue it, 
and am heartily afflicted when an - 1 
other lacultyf of the intellect comes 
boisterously in, and wakes me from 
so pleasing a dream, if it be a dream. 
J will dwell no more on economics 

V * With ihe '/ephyrs ami tin* liist swallow. 1 
I \ I’iicrc is IK) true fiieudship l‘ul among the 

f gOOil. I 

t Viz. Reason. 


than I have done in my former let- 
ter, Thus much only I will say 
that ot'inm emu dignitate is to be had 
with 500/. a-ycar, as well as with 
5000/. ; the difference will be found 
in the value of the man, and not in 
that of the estate. 1 do assure you, 
that I have never quitted the design 
of collecting, revising, improving, and 
extending several materials which 
are still in my power ; and 1 hope 
that the time of setting myself about 
this last work of my life is not far 
off. Many papers of much curiosity 
and importance are lost, and some of 
them in a manner which would sur- 
prise and anger you. However, I 
shall be able to convey several great 
truths to posterity, so clearly, and so 
authentically, that the Burncls and 
the Oldmixons of another ago may 
rail, but not be able to deceive. 
Adieu, my friend. I have taken up 
more of this paper than belongs to 
me, since Pope is to write to you ; 
no matter, for, upon recollection, the 
rules of proportion are not broken ; 
he will say as much to you in one 
page as I liave said in three. Bid 
him talk to you of the work he is 
about, I hope in good earnest ; it is 
a fine one, and will be, in his hands, 
an original.^ Ilis sole coinjdaiiit is, 
that he firnls it too easy in the exe- 
jcutiou. This flatters his laziness; 
it flatters my judgment, who always 
thought that (universal as his talents 
are) this is eminently and peculiarly 
liis, above all the writers I know liv- 
ing or dead : 1 do not except Horace., 
Adieu. 

LETTER CVf. 

Lord JBolinghroke to Dr. Swift. 

March 29. 

I have delayed several posts an- 
swering your letter of January last. 


vS Essc'y oil Mun. 
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in hopes of being able to speak If) 'affairs of life stand like objects at a 
you about a project which concerns distance from me, where I can keep 
us both, but me the most, since the off the disagreeable so as not to be 
success of it would bring us together, strongly aftected by them, and from 
It has been a good while in my whence I can draw the others nearer 
head, and at my heart ; if it can be to me ? Passions in their force would 
set a-going, you shall hear more of bring all these, nay, evou.fnture cou- 
it. r was ill in the beginning of tingencies, about my ears at once, 
winter for near a week, but in no and reason would but ill defend me 
danger either from the nature of my in the scuffle. 

distemper, or from the attendance of I leave Pope to speak for himself; 
three physicians. Since that bilious but I must tell you how much m} 
intermitting fever, I have had, as I wdfe is obliged to you. She says, 
had before, better health than the she would find strength enough f'> 
regard 1 have paid to health deserves, nurse you, if you were here, and 
We are both in the decline of life, yet, God knows, sIhj is oxtri mely 
my dear dean, and have been some weak : the slow fever works under, 
years going down the hill; let us and mines the constitution ; we ke“p 
make the passage as smooth as wc it off sometimes, but still it re turn-, 
can. Let us fence against physical and makes now breaches before iin- 
cvil by care, and the use of those ture can repair the old om‘s. 1 am 
moans which experience must have not ashamed to say to you, that f 
pointed out to us: let us fence admire her more every hour of mv 
against moral evil by philosophy. f life: Death is not to her the King d’ 
renounce the alternative you propose. Terrors; she beholds him wulVuit 
But we may, nay (if we will follow the least. When she suffers much, 
nature, and do not %vork up imagina- she wishes for him as a deliv(u'er 
tion against her plainest dictates), from pain ; when life is toleruhle, 
wc shall of course grow every year she looks on him with dislike, f>i‘- 
morc indifferent to life, and to the cause he is to separate Jier from 
affairs and interests of a system out those friends to whom she? is nior ‘ 
of which w'e are soon to go. This attached than to life itself. — You 
is much better than stupidity. The shall not stay for my iiext so long as 
decay of passion strengthens philoso- you have for this letter ; and in tn <?ry 
pliy ; for passion may decay, and one, Pope shall write sometluu t 
stupidity not succeed. Pas.sioas much btJtter than the scraps ol‘ u d 
(says Pope, our divine, as you will philosophers, which were the jn- '- 
see one time or other) are the sents (munuscula) that stoical fop 

of life: let us not complain that Seneca used to send in every 

they do not blow a storm. What to his friend Lucilius. 

hurt does age do us, in subduing 

what we toil to subdue all our lives? P, S. My lord has spoken ju.silv 

It is now six in the morning : I re- of his lady : why not T of my nu)- 

call the time (and am glad it is over) ther? Yesterday was her birthday, 
when about this hour I used to be now entering on the ninety-first year 
going to bed surfeited with pleasure, of her age ; her memory much' di- 
or jaded with business : my head minished, but her senses very little 
of schemes, and my lieart hurt, her sight and hearing good ; 
fuff of anxiety. Is it a mis- she sleeps not ill, eats rnoderatrjly, 
Ihne, think you, that I rise at this drinks water, says her prayers ; this 
ur, Tcfrcshod, serene, and calm ? is all she does. I have reason to, 
pihal the past, and even the present tliank God for her continuing ■ 
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long a very good and tender parent, 
and for allowing me to exercise for 
some years those cares which are now 
as necessary to her as hers have been 
to me. An object of this sort daily 
before one’s eyes very much softens 
theu nind,^ hu t perhaps may hinder it 
from the willingness of contracting 
other ties of the like domestic na- 
ture, when one finds how painful it 
is even to enjoy the tender pleasures. 

I have formerly made some strong 
efforts to get and to deserve a friend : ! 
perhaps it were wiser never to at- 
tempt it, hut live extempore, and 
look upon tlie Avorld only as a place! 
to pass tlirough, just pay your hosts | 
their due, disperse a little charity, 
and hurry on. Yet I am just now 
writing (or ratlier jdanning) a book, 
to make mankind look upon this 
life willj comfort, and pleasure, and 
j)ut morality in good humour. — And 
just now, 100 , T am going to see one 
I love very tenderly *, and to-morrow 
to entertain several civil people, 
whom if we call friends, it is by the 
courtesy of England. While w^e do 
live, we must make tlie best of life. 

Ccuiiuntfis licet usque (minus via licJcl) eamus,^ 

as the shepherd said in VirgiJ, when 
the road was long and heavy. I am 
yours. 


LETTER evil. 

Dr. Smft to Mr. Gay. 

Dublin, Nov. 19, 1739. | 

I writ to you a long letter about a 
fortnight past, concluding you were 
III London, from whence 1 under- 
stood one of your former was dated ; 
nor did I imagine you were gone 
hack to Aiinsbury so late in the year, 
at which season I take the country 
to be only a scene for those who have 

" Lctw^go on singing, for ihF journey v ill 
be lighter. 


been ill-used by a court on account 
of ihcir virtues ; which is a state of 
happiness the more valuable, because 
it is not accompanied by envy, al- 
though nrithing deserves it more. I 
would gladly sell a dukedom to lose 
favour ill the manner their graces 
have done. I believe my lord Car- 
teret, since he is no longer lieute- 
nant, may not wish me ill ; and I 
have told him often that I only hated 
him as lieutenant : 1 confess he had 
a genteeler manner of binding the 
chains of this kingdom than most of 
his predecessors ; and 1 confess, at 
the same time, that he had (six 
times) a regard to my recommenda- 
tion, by preferring so many of my 
friends in the church ; the two last 
acts of his favour were to add to 
tlie dignities of JDr. Delaiiy and Mr. 
Stopfbrd, the last of whom was by 
you and Mr. Pope put into Mr. Pul- 
teney’s hands. 1 told you in my 
last that a cuntiiiuance of giddiness 
(though not in a violent degree) 
prevented my thoughts of England 
at present. For in my case a do- 
mestic life is necessary, where 1 can 
with the centurion say to my servant, 
Go, and he goetli ; and Do tliis, and 
he doth it. 1 now hate all iicople 
whom 1 cannot command ; and con- 
sequeiilly a duchess is at this time 
the hatefulcst lady in the world to 
me, one only excepted, and 1 beg 
her grace’s pardon for that exception ; 
for, ill the way 1 mean, her grace is 
ten thousand times more hateful. 1 
confess J begin to apprehend you 
will squander my money, because I 
hope you never less wanted it : and, 
if you go on with success for two 
years longer, I fear I shall not have 
a farthing of it left. 7’ he doctor 
hath ill-informed me, who says that 
Mr. Pope is at present the chief poe- 
tical favourite; yet Mr. Pope him- 
self talks like a philosopher, and one 
wholly retired- But the vogue of 
our few honest folks here is, that 
Duck in absolutely to succeed Eus- 
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den in ilio Jaurel, the contention 
being between Concaiineri or Theo- 
bald, or some other hero of the Duii- 
ciad. 1 never charged you for not 
talking; but the dubious state of 
your affairs in those days was too 
much the subject, and 1 wish the 
duchess had been the voucher of 
your amendment. Nothing so much 
contributed to my case as the turn 
of affairs after the queen's death; 
by which all my hopes being cut oft’, 
I could have no ambition left, un- 
less r would have been a greater ras- 
cal than happened to suit with ray 
temper. I, therefore, sat down 
<juietly at my morsel, adding only 
thereto a principle of hatred to all 
.succeeding measures and ministers, 
by way of sauce to relish my meat : 
and 1 confess one point of conduct 
in my lady duchess’s life hath added 
much poignancy to it. There is a 
good Irish practical bull towards the 
end of your letter, where you spend 
a dozen lines in telling me you must 
leave off, that you may give my lady 
duchess room to write, and so you 
proceed to within two or three lines 
of the bottom ; though I would have 
remitted you ray X200. to have left 
})lace for as many more. 


To the Duchess. 

Madam, 

My beginning thus low is meant 
as a mark of respect, like receiving 
your grace at the bottom of the stairs. 
T am glad you know your duty ; for 
it hath been a known and c-'tablishcd 
rule above twenty years in England, 
that the first advances have been 
constantly made me by all ladies 
who aspired to my acquaintance ; 
anti the greater their ciuality, the 
greater were their advances. Yet, I 
kiUviv jiot by what weakness, I have 
^ndescoiided graciously to dispense 
\ with you upon this imi>ortant article. 
I'T hough Mr. Gay will toll you that a 


3PISTLES. * y [nooK m, 

nameless person scut me eleven mes- 
sages before I would yield to a visit : 
I mean a person to whom he is in- 
finitely obliged for being the occasion 
of the happiness he now enjoys un- 
der the protection and favour of rny 
lord duke and youi - grace. the 
same time, I cannot forbear telling 
you, madam, that you arc a little 
imperiou.s in your manner of making 
your advances. You say, perhaps 
you shall not like me ; I aflirin you 
arc mistaken, which 1 can plainly 
demonstrate ; for I have certain 
intelligence that another person dis- 
likes me of late, with whose likings 
yours have not for some time past 
gone together. However, if J shall 
once have the honour to attend your 
grace, I will, out of fear and pru- 
dence, appear as vain as I can, tliat 
I may not know your thoughts of me. 
This is your own direction, but it 
was needless : for Diogenes himself 
would be vain to have received the 
honour of being one moment of his 
life in the thoughts of your grace. 

LETTER CVllL 
Dr. Swift to Mr. Gaif, 

Dublin, April 13, 1730-1. 

Your situation is an odd one ; thc' 
duchess is your treasurer ; and Mr 
Pope tells me you arc thc dnko’s. 
And I had gone a good way in some 
verses on that occasion, prescribing 
lessons to direct your conduct, in a 
negative way, not to do so and so, 
&.C., like other treasurers ; how to 
deal with servants, tenants, or neigh- 
bouring ’squires, which I take to 
be courtiers, parliaments, and prin- 
ces in alliance ; and so the parallel 
goes on, but grows too long to please 
me ; I prove that poets arc thc fittest 
persons to be treasurers and mana- 
gers to great persons, from lluur vir- 
tue and contempt of money, &c. — 
Pray, why did you not get a new- 
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Jieel to your shoe, iiiitcss yon would 
make your court at iSt. James’s by 
affecting to imitate the Prince of 
LiJliput ? — But the rest of your let* 
’) ter being wholly taken up in a very 
bad character of the duchess, 1 shall 
say> 4 iojiiprgjU^*you but apply myself 
io her grace. 

Madam, since Mr, Gay affirms that 
you love to have your own way, and 
since 1 have the same perfection, 
I will settle that matter immediately, 
to prevent those ill conseciuences he 
ripprchcmls. Your grace shall have 
your own way in all places, except 
your own house and the domains 
about it. There, and there only, 1 
expect to liave mine; so that you 
have all the world to reign in, bating 
only two or three hundred acres, 
find two or three houses in town and 
country. I will likewise, out of my 
sj>ecial grace, certain knowledge, 
and mere motion, allow you to ho in 
the right against all human kind, 
except myself, and to be never in the 
wrong but when you differ from me. 
You shall have a greater |)rivilege, 
in the third article, of speaking your 
own mind ; which I shall graciously 
allow you now and then to do even 
to myself, and only rebuke you when 
It does not please me. 

Madam, I am now got as far as 
your grace’s letter, which having not 
road this fortnight (having boon out 
of town, and not daring to trust my* 
self with the carriage of it), the pre- 
sumptuous manner in which you be- 
f'jn had slipt out of my memory. 
But I forgive you to the seventeenth 
lino, where you begin to banish me 
for ever, by demanding me to answer 
all the gooil character some partial 
friends have given me. Madam, I 
Ijavc lived sixteen years in Ireland, 
with only an intermission of two 
aummeis in England ; and conse- 
<juejitly am fifty years older than I 
I was at the queen’s death, and fifty 
•'^ousand times duller, and fifty iiiil* 
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lions times more peevish, perverse, 
and morose; so that, under these 
disadvantages, I can only pretend 
to excel all your other acquaintance 
about some twenty bars length. 
Pray, madam, have you a* clear 
voice ? and will you let me sit at 
your left hand, at least within three 
of you ? for of two bad ears, my 
right is the best. My groom tells 
me that he likes .your park ; but 
your house is too little. Can the 
parson of the parish play at back- 
gammon and hold his tongue? Is 
any one of your women a good 
nurse, if T should fancy myself sick 
for four-and-twenty hours ? How 
many days will you maintain me and 
my equipage? When these prelimi- 
naries arc settled, I must be very 
poor, very sick,' or dead, or to the 
last degree unfortunate, if I do not 
attend you at Aiuisl)ury. For I pro- 
test that you are the first lady that 
ever I dcKired to sec Hincc the first 
of August 1714, and I have forgot 
the date when that desire grew 
strong upon me, but 1 know 1 was 
not then in England, else T would 
have gone on foot for that happiuess 
as far as to your house in Scotland. 
But 1 can soon recollect the time, by 
asking some ladies here 1 lie month, 
tlie day, and the hour, when 1 began 
to endure their company : w hich, 
however, I think, was a .sign of my 
ill judgment, for I do not [xirccive 
they mend in any thing but envying 
or admiring your grace, i dislike 
nothing in your letter but an affected 
apology for bad writing, bad spelling, 
land a l»ad pen, which you pretend 
I Mr, Gay found fault with; wdicrein 
you affront Mr. Gay, you affront me, 
and you affront yourself. False 
spelling is only excusable in a cham- 
bermaid ; for I would not pardon it 
in any of your w^ai ting-women. — 
Pray God preserve your grace and 
family, and give me leave to expect 
that you will be so just to rcniember 
me among those who have the great- 
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est regard for virtue, goodness, pru- 
dence, courage, and generosity ; af- 
ter which you must conclude that 1 
am, with the greatest respect and 
gratitude, madam, your grace’s most 
obedient and most humble servant, 
&c. 

To Mr. Gay. 

I have just got yours of February 
24, with a postscript by Mr. Pope. I 
am in great concern for him ; I find 
Mr. Pope dictated to you the first 
part, and with great difficulty some 
days after added the rest. T see his 
weakness by his hand-writing. How 
much does his philosophy exceed 
mine ! I could not bear to see him : 
I will ^rite to him soon. 

LETTER CrX. 

*Mr. Pope to Dr. Swift. 

Dec. 6, 1732. 

It is not a time to complain that 
you have not answered my two let- 
ters (in the last of which 1 was im- 
patient under some fears) : it is not 
now indeed a time to think of myself, 
when one of the nearest and longest 
ties 1 have ever had, is broken all on 
a sudden, by the unexpected death 
of poor Mr. Gay. An inflammatory 
fever hurried him out of this life in 
three days. He died last night at 
nine o'clock, not deprived of his 
senses entirely at last, and possessing 
them perfectly till within five hours. 
He asked of you a few hours before, 
when in acute torment by the inflmn- 
mation in his bowels and breast. His 
^effects arc in the duke of Queensbu- 
ry*s custody. His sisters, we sup- 
pose^ will be his heirs, who are two 
widows ; as yet it is not known whe- ; 

Oil fny defur friend Mr. Gay's death ; llo> | 
reived December 15lh, but not read till the 20th, j 
hv an itupalse, foreboding some misfortune." 
(This K ite IS tmdorsed on the oriffinal letter in 
Dr. $ band.) 


ther or no he left a will. — Good God ! 
how often are we to die before we go 
quite off this stage ? In every friend 
we lose a part of ourselves, and the 
best pari. God keep those we have'^ 
left ! few are worth praying for, and 
one’s self the most _ ^ 

I shall never see you now, I be- 
lieve ; one of your principal calls to 
England is at an end. indeed he 
was the most amiable by far, his 
qualities were the gentlest; but I 
love you as well and as firmly, 
j Would to God the man we have lost 
had not been so amiable nor so good ! 
but that’s a wish for our own sakes, 
not for his. Sure, if innocence aiul 
integrity can deserve happiness, it 
must be his. Adieu. 1 can add 
nothing to what you will feel, and di- 
minish nothing froni it. Yet write 
to me, and soon. Believe no man 
living loves you better, I believe no 
man ever did, than A. POPE. 

Dr. Arbuthnot, whose humanity 
you know, heartily commends him- 
self to you. All possible diligence 
and affection have been shown, and 
continued attendance to this melan- 
choly occasion. Once more adieu, 
and write to one who is truly discon- 
solate. 

Dear sir, 

I am sorry that the renewal of our 
correspondence should be upon such 
a melancholy occasion. Poor Mr. 
Gay died of an inflammation, and I 
believe, at last, a mortification of the 
bowels : it was the most precipitate 
case I ever knew, having cut him off 
in three days. He was attended by 
two physicians besides myself. I be- 
lieved the distemper mortal from the 
beginning. — have not had the plea- 
sure of a line from you these two 
years : I wrote one. about your health, 
to which 1 had no answer. I wish 
you all health and happiness, being 
with great affection and respect, sir, 
.your, &.C. 
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LETTER CX. 

Dr, Swift to Mr. Pope. 

Dublin, 1732-3. 

I received yours with a few lines 
frOKkJji^ and the account of 

our losing Mr. Gay ; upon which 
event I shall say nothing. I am on- 
ly concerned that long-living hath 
not hardened me; for even in this 
kingdom, and in a few days past, two 
persons of great merit, whom I loved 
very well, have died in the prime of 
their years, hut a little al)ove thirty. 
1 would endeavour to comfort myself 
upon the loss of friends, as 1 do upon 
the Jos.s of money ; by turning to niy| 
account-book, and seeing whether I 
have enough left for my support ; but 
in the former case I find 1 have not, 
jiny more than in the other ; and I 
know not any man who is in a great- 
er likelihood than myself to die poor 
and friendless. You are a much 
greater loser than me by his death, as 
being a more intimate friend, and of- 
ten his companion: which latter I 
could never hope to be, except per- 
haps once more in my life for apiece 
of a summer. I hope he hath left 
you the care of any writings he may 
have left ; and I wish that, with those 
already extant, they couhl be all pub- 
lished in a fair edition under your in- 
spection. Your poem on the Use of 
liiches hath been just printed here ; 
and we have no objection but the ob- 
scurity of several passages by our ig- 
. norance in facts and persons, which 
makes us lose abundance of the sa- 
tire. Had the printer given me no- 
tice, I would have honestly printed 
the names at length, where I happen- 
ed to know them ; and writ explana- 
tory notes, which however would 
have been but few, for my long ab- 
sence hath made me ignorant of 
what passes out of the scene where I 
I am. I never had the least hint from 
‘ * you about this work, any more than 
. your 4 forrner upon Taste. We 
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are told here, that you are preparing 
other pieces of the same bulk to be 
inscribed to other friends ,* one (for 
instance) to my lord Bolingbrokc, 
another to lord Oxford, and so on. 
j Doctor Delany presents you his most 
humble service : he behaves himself 
very commendably, converses only 
with his former friends, makes no 
parade, but entertains them constant- 
ly at an elegant plentiful table, walks 
the streets as usual by day-light, does 
many acts of charity and generosity, 
cultivates a country-house two miles 
distant, and is one of those very few 
within my knowledge, on whom a 
great access of fortune hath made no 
manner of change ; — and particular- 
ly he is often without money, as he 
was before. Wc have got iny lord 
Orrery among* us, being forced to 
continue here on the ill condition of 
his estate by the knavery of an agent; 
he is a most worthy gentleman, whom, 
I hope, you will be acquainted with. 
T am very much obliged by your fa- 
vour to Mr. P — , which, I desire, 
may continue no longer than he shall 
deserve by his modesty : a virtue I 
never knew him to want, but is hard 
for young men to keep without abun- 
dance of ballast. If you are ac- 
quainted with the duchess of Queens- 
bury, I desire you will present her 
my most humble service; I think 
she is a greater loser by the death of 
a friend than either of us. She 
seems a lady of excellent sense and 
spirit. 1 had often postscripts from 
her in our friend's letters to me, and 
her part was sometimes longer than 
his, and they made up great part of 
the little happiness 1 could have here. 
This was the more generous, be- 
cause I never saw her since slic was 
a girl of five years old ; nor did I en- 
vy poor Mr. Gay for any thing so 
much as being a domestic friend to 
such a lady. I desire you will never 
fail to send me a particular account 
of your health. I dare hardly in- 
quire about Mrs. Pope, who, I am 
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told, is but just among the living, I cannot but think that your grace, 
and consequently a continual grief to whom God hath given every ami- 
to you ; she is sensible of your ten- able quality, is bound, when you 
derness, which robs her of the only have satisfied all the expectations of 
happiness she is capable of enjoying, those who have power in your chib,t 
And yet I pity you more than her ; to do something at the request of 
you cannot lengthen her days, and others, who love ydtr^n . youii-own 
I beg she may not shorten yours. account, without expecting any thing 

for themselves. I have ventured 
once or twice to drop hints in favour 
LETTER CXI, of some very deserving gentlemen, 

who 1 was assured had been recoin- 
I?r, Swift to the Duke of Dorset, mended to you by persons of weight ; 

but I easily found by your general 
Dec. 30, 1735. answers, that although 1 have been 
My lord, an old courtier, you knew liow to si- 

Your grace fairly owes me one lence me, by diverting the discourse, 
hundred and ten pounds a year in which made me reflect that courtiers 
the church, which I thus prove : I resemble gamesters, the Jailer finding 
desired you would bestow a prefer- new arts unknown to the older ; and 
merit of one hundred and fifty pounds one of them assured me, that he ha?; 
a year to a certain clergyman. Your lost fourteen thousand pounds since 
answer was, that I asked modestly : he left off* play, merely by dabbling 
that you would not promise, but you with those who had contrived new re- 
would grant my request. Ilowcver, fincments. 

for want of good intelligence in be- My lord, T will, as a divine, quote 
ing (after a cant w^ord used here) an Scripture : — Although the children's 
expert king-fislier, that clergyman meat should not be given to dogs, yet 
took up with forty pounds a year ; the dogs eat the scraps that fall from 
and I shall never trouble your grace the children’s table. This i.s the sc- 
any more in his behalf. Now, by cond request I have ever made your 
plain arithmetic it follows, tliat one grace directly. Mr. Jackson is con- 
hundred and ten pounds remain ; demned to live on his own small es- 
and this arrear I have assigned to tate, part whereof is in his parish, 
JVlr. John Jackson, who is vicar of about four miles from hence, whe^re 
Santry, and hath a small estate, with he hath built a family-house, more 
two sons, and as many daughters, all expensive than he intended. He is 
grown up. He hath lain some years a clergyman of long standing, and 
as a weight upon me, which I volun- of a most unblemished character ; 
tarily took up, on account of his vir- but the misfortune is, ho hath not 
tue, piety, and good sense, and mo- one enemy, to whom I might appeal 
desty almost to a fault. Your grace for the truth of what I say. 
is now disposing of the debris* of Pray, my lord, be not alarmed at 
two bishoprics ; among which is the the word deanery, nor imagine it a 
deanery of PernSy worth between dignity like those we have in Eng- 
eighty and one hundred pounds a land ; for except three or four, the 
year, which will make this gentle- rest have little power, rather none as 
man easier ; - who; besides his other a dean and chapter, and seldom any 
good qualities, is as loyal as you could land at all. It is usually a living 
wish. consisting of one or more parishes, ^ 

t The parliament of Ircliynd. 


Tim shattered remains. 
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some very poor, and others better en- 
dowed ; but all in tithes. 

Mr. Jackson cannot leave his pre- 
sent situation ; and only desires some 
very moderate addition. My lord, 
I do not deceive your grace, M^hen 1 
say, you will oblige great numbers, 
even of those who are most at your 
devotion, by conferring this favour, 
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or any other that will answer the 
same end. 

I would have waited on your grace, 
and taken the privilege of my usual 
thirteen minutes, if 1 had not been 
prevented by my old disorder in my 
head ; for which I have been forced 
to confine myself to the precepts of 
my physicians. 


'“'MODERN, OF LATE DATE. 


SECTION II. 

MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS- 


LETTER I. 

Dt\ Swift to 3fiss Jane Wari/ng.^ 

Dublin, May 4, 1700. 

Madam, 

I am extremely concerned at the 
account you give of your health; 
for my uncle told me he found you 
ill appearance better than you had 
been ill some years ; and I vi^as in 
liopcs you had still continued so. 
God forbid 1 should ever be the oc- 
casion of creating more troubles to 
you, as you seem to intimate ! The 
letter you desired inc to answer, I 
have frequently read, and thought I 
had replied to every part of it that 
required : however, since you are 
pleased to repeat those particulars 
wherein you desire satisfaction, I shall ; 
endeavour to give it you as well as 1 1 

^ This lotto^ Mr, Faulkner says, was written 
“ to a lady of <ainily in the ^ norm of Ireland;'*; 
and he adds, that il was ** supposed to be pre- 
vious t<j Dr. Swift^'5 acquaintance with Stena.*' 
It w^as written not loiig^ before the time of Stcl- 
lixing h^ residence in Ireland. 


am able. You w^ouJd know what 
gave my temper that sudden turn, 
as to alter the style of my letters 
since 1 last came over. If there has 
been that alteration you observe, 1 
have told you the cause abundance 
of times. I had used a thousand 
endeavours and arguments to get 
you from the company and place you 
arc in ; both on the account of your 
health and humour, which I thought 
were like to suffer very much in 
such an air, and before such exam- 
ples. All I had in answer from you 
was nothing but a great deal of ar- 
guing, and sometimes in a style so 
very imperious as I thought miglit 
have been spared* when I reflected 
how much you had been in the 
wrong. The other thing you would 
know is, whether this change of 
style be owing to the thoughts of a 
now mistress. I declare, upon the 
word of a Christian and a gentle- 
man, it is not; neither had I ever 
thoughts of being married to any 
other person but yourself. I ha<l 
ever an opinion that you had a great 
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sweetness of nature and humour; 
and whatever, appeared to the cou- 
trary, 1 looked upon it only as a 
thing put on as necessary before a 
lover : but I have since observed in 
abundance of your letters such marks 
of a severe indifference, that I began 
to think it was hardly possible for 
one of rny few good qualities to 
please you. I never knew any so 
hard to be worked upon, even in 
matters where the interest and con- 
cern are entirely your own : all 
which, I say, passed easily while we 
were in the state of formalities and 
ceremony : but since that, there is 
no other way of accounting for this 
untractablc behaviour in you, but by 
imputing it to a want of common 
esteem and friendship for me. 

When I desired an account of 
your fortune, I had no such design 
as you pretend to imagine. .1 have 
told you many a time, that in Eng- 
land it was in the power of any 
young fellow of common sense to get 
a larger fortune than ever you pre- 
tended to. I asked, in order to con- 
sider whether it were sufficient, with 
the help of my poor income, to make 
oiie of your humour easy in a mar- 
ried state. I think it comes Ho al- 
most a hundred pounds a year ; and 
1 think at the same time, that no 
young woman in the world of the 
same income would dwindle away 
her health and life in such a sink, 
and among such family conversa- 
tion ; neither have all your letters 
been once able to persuade that you 
have the least value for me, because 
you so little regarded what 1 so often 
said u|K)n that matter. The dismal 
account you say I have given you of 
my livings,* 1 can assure you to be 
a ttuo one; and» since it is a dis- 
mal one even in your own opinion, 
you can Sest draw consequences 
from it'; The place where Dr. Bol- 
ton lived is upon a Jiving which he 

* Tbwwj ©*■ l^aracor and Rathboggin. 


keeps with the deanery ;+ but the 
place of residence lor that they liave 
given me, is within a mile of a town 
called Trim, twenty miles from 
hence ; and there is no other wjiy, 
hut to hire a house at Trim, or build 
one on the spot : the first is hardly 
to be done, and the otlier 1 am too 
poor to perform at present. For 
coming down to Belfast, it is what I 
cannot yet think of, my attendance 
is so close, and so much required of 
me ,* but our government sits very 
loose, and I believe will change in a 
few months ; whether our partj will 
partake in the change, I know not, 
though I am very apt to believe it ; 
aird then I shall be at leisure for a 
short journey. But I hope your 
other friends, more powerful than T, 
will before that time persuade you 
from tlie place where you are. 1 
desire iny service to your mother, in 
return for her remembrance : but for 
any other dealings that way, 1 en- 
treat your pardon : and I think 1 
have more cause to resent your de- 
sires of me in that cause, than you 
have to be angry with my refusals. 
If you like such company and con- 
duct, much good do you with them ! 
my education has been otherwise. 
My uncle Adam^ a.skcd me one 
day in private, as by direction, what 
my designs were in relation to you, 

t lliis geiillcmfin, as well as Dr. Swift, >ivas 
chaplain to lord Berkeley when one of the lords 
justices in Ireland; ana was nrumoted lo the 
deanery of Der^, which had been previously 
promised lo Dr. Swifl ; but Mr. Bush, the prin- 
cipal secretary, for weighty reasons best known 
to himself, laid Dr. Swift aside, unless he would 
pay him a large sum ; which the Doctor refused 
with the utmost contempt and scorn. Dr. 1301- 
ton, wlio w'as also minister of St. Werberg's, 
Dublin. W'as advanced to the bishopric of Cion 
fcrl, Sept. 1J2, 17S22 : translated to Elphin, April 
16, 1724 ; to Cashel, Jan. 6, 1729 ; and died in 
1744. lie was one of the most eloquent siicak- 
ersof bis time, and was particularly skilled in 
ecclesiastical history. 

X Meaning lord Berkeley, who w'as then one 
of die three lorrls justices.-..The earl of Ro- 
chester was appointed lord-lieutenani in .Sep- 
tember following. 

$ Whose daughter, Anne, married a clergy 
man of the name of JPerry. ^ -- 



271 


SECT. II’.] • "Modern, of late date. 

because it might be a hindrance to proach, though provoked by a — 1 
you if I did not proceed. The an- Have you so much good nature as to 
8wer I gave him (which I suppose endeavour by soft words to smooth 
he has sent you) was to tliis effect : any rugged humour occasioned bj 
— “ That I hoped 1 was no hin- the cross accidents of life ? Shall 
drance to you ; because the reason the place wherever your husband h 
you urged against an union with me thrown be more welcome than courts 
was drawn from your indisposition, and cities without him ? In short 
wdiich still continued : That you also these are some of the necessary me* 
thought my fortune not sufficient, thods to please men who, like mo. 
which is neither at present in a con- are deep read in the world ; and tc 
dition to offer you : That, if your a person thus made, I shall be proud 
health and my fortune were as they in giving all due returns towards 
ought, 1 would prefer you above all making her happy. These are thr 
your sex ; but that, in the present questions 1 have always resolved tc 
condition of both, T thought it was propose to her witlj whom f meani 
against your opinion, and would cer- to pass my life ; and whenever yoi 
tainly make you unhappy : That had can heartily answer them in the 
you any other offers which your affirmative, I shall be blessed to hav( 
I'riends or yourself thought more to you in my arms, without regarding 
your advantage, I should think I whether your person be beautiful, o, 
were very unjust to be an obstacle your fortune large. Cleanliness it 
ill your way.^* Now for what con- the first, and competency in tb( 
corns my fortune, you have answered other, is all I look for. T desire in 
it. I desire, therefore, you will let deed a plentiful revenue, but wouk 
me know if your health be other- rather it should be of my own 
wise than it was when you told me though I should bear from a wife t( 
the doctors advised you against mar- be reproached for the greatest, 
riage, as what would certainly hazard 1 have said all I can possibly sa; 
your life. Are they or you grown in answer to any part of your letter 
of another opinion in this particu- and in telling you my clear opinioi 
lar ? Are you in a condition to nia- as to matters between us. I singlei 
nage domestic affairs, with an in- you out at first from the rest of wo 
come of less (perhaps) than three men ; and 1 expect not to be user 
hundred pounds a year 1 Have you like a common lover. When yoi 
such ail inclination to my person think fit to send me an answer t< 
and humour, as to comply with my this without — , I shall then approve 
desires and way of living, and en- myself, by all means you shall com 
deavour to make us both as happy mand, madam, your most faithfu 
. as you can 7 Will you be ready to humble servant, 
engage in those methods 1 shall di- 
rect for the improvement of your 

mind, so as to make us entertaining LETTER II. 

company for each other, without 

being miserable when we are neither Dr* Tillotson to the Dari of Mul 
visiting nor visited ? Can you bend greme* 

your love, esteem, and indifference 

to others the same way as I do Oct. 23, 1679. 

mine ? Shall I have so much power My lord, 
in your heart, or you so much go- It was a great satisfaction to me t 

verninent of your passions, as to be anywise instrumental in the gaii 
in^ood humour upon my ap- ing of your lordship to our religioi 
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which I am most firmiy persuaded to flections of a guilty conscience, and 
be the truth ; but yet 1 am, and al- how great a violence you will offer to 
ways was, more concerned that your the good principles of your nature 
lordship should continue a virtuous and education, and to a mind the 
and good man, than become a pro- best made for virtuous and worthy 
testant ; being assured that the igno- things. And do not imagine you can 
ranee and errors of men^s under- stop when you please ; experience 
standings will find a much easier for- shows us the contrary, and that no- 
giveness with God than the faults of thing is more vain than for men to 
their wills. I remember your lord- think to set bounds to themselves in 
ship once told me, you would endea* any thing that is bad : I hope in God 
vour to justify the sincerity of your that no temptation hath yet*prevailed 
change by a conscientious regard to upon your lordship so far as to bij 
all other parts and actions of your guilty of any lewd act : if it have, as 
life; 1 am sure you cannot more ef- ^you love your soul, lei it not proceed 
fectually condemn your own act, than to a habit. The retreat is yet easy 
by being a worse man, after your* pro- and open, but will every day bccoiiK* 
fession to have embraced a better re- more difficult and obstructed ; God 
ligion. I will certainly be one of is so merciful, that upon our repout- 
the last to believe any thing of your ance and resolution of amendrneut, 
lordship that is not good ; but I al- he is not only ready to forgive what 
ways feared I should be among the is past, but to assist us by his grac(i 
first that should hear of it. Before to do better lor the future ; but 1 
the time I last waited on your lord- need not enforce these considera- 
ship, I had heard something which tions upon a mind so capable and 
afflicted me very sensibly; but I easy to receive good counsel ; Isliall 
hoped it was not true, and was there- only desire your lordship to think 
fore loth then to trouble your lord- again and again how great a point of 
ship about it ; but having heard the wisdom it is in all our actions to con- 
same since from those whom 1 be- suit the peace of our own minds, and 
lieve to bear no ill-will to your lord- to have no quarrel with the constant 
ship, I now think it my duty to ac- and inseparable companion of our 
quaint you with it. To speak plain- lives. If others displease us, we may 
ly, I have been told that your lord- quit their company : but he that is 
ship is of late fallen into a conversa- displeased at himself is unavoidably 
tion tlangerous both to your reputa- unhappy, because he hath no way to 
tion and virtue, two of the tenderest get rid of himself, 
and dearest things in the world. I My lord, for God^s sake, and your 
believe your lordship to have great own, think of being happy, and ro- 
command and conduct of yourself, solve by all means to save yourself 
but am very sensible of human frail- from this untoward generation ; and 
ty, 4»d of the dangerous temptations determine rather upon a spcofly 
to which youth is exposed in this dis- change of your condition than to 
solute age ; and therefore 1 earnestly gratify the inclinations of youth in 
beseech your lordship to consider, any way but what is lawful and ho- 
besides the high provocation of Al- nourable; and let me have the coii- 
mlghty God, and the hazard of your tentment to be assured from your 
soul Vvhenever you engage iq a bad lordship, either that there hath been 
coutsc, what a blem^h you will bring no ground for this report, or that 
upon a fair and uus{k»tted reputation, there shall be none for the future, 
what uneasiness and trouble you will which will be the wclcomest nows to 
create to yourself from the severe re- me in the world. I haver'ow o^ily 
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to beg of your lordship to believe, 
that 1 have not done this to satisfy 
the formality of my profession ; but 
that it proceeds from the truest affec- 
tion and good-will that one man Can 
possibly bear to another. 

I pray God every day for your lord- 
ship, with the same constancy and 
fervour of devotion as for myself; 
and do now more earnestly beg of 
him, that this counsel may be ac- 
ceptable and effectual. I am, &c. 


LETTER III. 

Earl of Miilgrave to Dr. Tillotson, 

Whiiehall, March 27, 1689. 

Sir, 

Nothing in this world is, nor ought 
to be, so dear to any man as his re- 
putation ; and consequently the de- 
fence of it is the greatest obligation 
that one man can lay on another ; 
there are also some circumstances, 
tlmt render this obligation yet more 
acceptable and valuable ; as when it 
is conferred generously, without any 
self-interest, or the least desire of in- 
vitation from the person so defended. 
All this happens to be my case at this 
time ; and therefore I hope you will 
not be surprised to find I am not the 
most ungrateful and insensible man 
living ; which certainly 1 should be, 
if 1 did not acknowledge all your in- 
dustrious concern for me about the 
business of the ecclesiastical com- 
.inission, which now makes so much 
noise in the world. You have, as 1 
am told, so cordially pleaded my 
cause, that it is almost become your: 
own ; and therefore, as unwilling as 
1 am to speak of myself, especially in 
a busine^ which I cannot wholly ex- 
cuse, yeti think myself now a little 
obliged to show my part in this mat- 
ter, though imprudent enough, yet is 
not altogether unworthy of so just 
• and so considerable an advocate* 

The les8f^ man says of himself, 
nr.jf Nos. 45 46. 


the better ; and it is so well known 
already how I was kept out of all se- 
cret councils, that I need not justify 
myself, nor trouble you as to those 
matters : only I appeal to the unque.s- 
tionable testimony of the Spanish 
ambassador, if I did not zealously 
and constantly take all occasions to 
oppose the French interest ; bee.anse 
I knew it directly opposite both to 
the king and kingdom’s good, which 
are indeed things inseparable, and 
ought to be so accounted, as a fun- 
damental maxim in all councils of 
princes. 

7'his, I hope, will prepare the way 
a little for what I have to say con- 
cerning niy being one of the ecclesi- 
astical commissioners ; of which er- 
ror I am now as sensible as 1 was at 
first ignorant, being so unhappily 
conversant in the midst of a perpetu- 
al court flattery, as never to have 
beard the least word of any illegality 
in that opmmission before I was un- 
fortunately engaged in it. 

For though my lord of Canterbury 
had very prudently refused to be of 
it, yet it was talked at court, it pro- 
ceeded only from his unwillingness 
to act at that time, and not from any 
illegality he suspected in the com- 
mission ; having excused himself 
from it the most respectful way, by 
the infirmities he lay under. Being 
thus ignorant of the laws, and in 
such a station at court, 1 need not 
desire a man of your judgment and 
candour to consider the hardness of 
my case, when I was commanded to 
serve in a commission with a lord 
chancellor, a lord chief justice, and 
two bishops, who had all of them al- 
ready acted some time there, without 
showing the least diflidence of their 
power, or any hesitation in the exe- 
cution of it ; and perhaps a man of 
more discretion than 1 can pretend 
to, might have been easily persuaded 
to act in such a conjunction, and to 
think he might do it safely, both in 
law and conscience ; but 1 need not 

T 
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say much to show my desire to have 
avoided, if possible, a troublesome 
employment, that had not the least 
temptation of honour or profit to re- 
commend it; and which therefore I 
continued in upon no account in the 
world but to serve both king and 
clergy with the little ability I had, in 
moderating those councils, which I 
thought might grow higher if I left 
my place to be Sled by any of those 
who waited for it greedily, in order 
to their ill designs. 

And I may expect the more credit 
in this, when it is considered that the 
two important aftairs which passed in 
that ecclesiastical court, being the 
bishop of London’s suspension, and 
the incapacitating the members of 
Magdalen college : the first was done 
some months before 1 was a commis- 
sioner ; and I opf)osed the last, both 
in voting and speaking, and with all 
the interest I was able to make use 
of, which indeed was but little after 
that opposition ; in which, Being out- 
voted, 1 seldom came, and never act- 
ed in that court after, except to re- 
store the bishop of London, though 
sent for continually, by reason of my 
lodging so near it. 

And since I have been forced to 
mention my good-will at least, if not 
my service, to such learned men of 
the clergy, who I thought deserved 
it, it may be allowed me to give this 
one instance more of it ; that although 
in preferring men to all other places 
of the household, I ever used to ask 
permission first, and accordingly was 
often refused, for the sake of Roman 
Catholics and others, who were re- 
commended by persons more in fa- 
vour myself; yet I was so care- 
ful of keej^^ that considejtaHe part 
of tke family vunmixed with mean or 
unworthy chaplains, whom others, I 
fbared, would have imposed on nis 
majesty, that t constantly filled up 
those iracancies without giving him 
||the least notice or trouble about it, 
yand supplied them with the ablest 
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approved divines I could possibly 
find, most commonly recommended 
to me by the bishops who were not 
of the court : which I conceived the 
most proper course, in a matter con- 
cerning clergymen, with a king of a 
different persuasion from theirs, and 
intended for his real service, believ- 
ing it had been better for him, as well 
as the kingdom, if the greater ec- 
clesiastical dignities had been dis- 
posed of by others with as much 
caution. 

And thus, sir, I have endeavoured 
to confirm you in your favourable' 
opinion of me, which must be ac- 
knowledged by every body an appro- 
bation of such weight, that as T Jiope 
it may be an example of authority to 
many, so it is sufficient of itself to ba- 
lance the censoriousiicss of otlicrs. 1 
am, &.C. 


LETTER IV. 

Dr. Lewis Aticrhvry* to Bishop At- 
terhury. 

April 

Dear brother, 

It is reported that the archdeacon 
[of Rochester] is dead ; and I have 
sent my servant to inform me, whe- 
ther it is so or not. I have since con- 
sidered all that you said to me yes- 
terday; and both from reason and 
matter of fact, still am of opinion, 
that there can be no just matter of. 
exception taken. 

I shall only lay down two or three 
instances which lie uppermost in my 
thoughts. Your lordship very well 
knows, that Lanfranc, archbishop of 

• t>r. Lewiji Atterbuiy, elder brother of the 
bishop, was born at Caldccol, in the ]>arish of 
Newport Pa^nel, Buckinghamshire, the se- 
cond of May, 1656. He was educated at West- 
Ininsier school, under the celebrated J)r. Busby, 
between whom and our div^ne^s father, Dr. 
I^ewis AUerbury, there was a friendship atid * 
intimacy. 
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Canterbury,* had a brother for his 
arch-dcacon; and that sir Thomas 
More’s father was a puisne judge 
when he was lord chancellor :t and 
thus, in the sacred history, did God 
himself appoint, that the safety and 
advancement of the patriarchs should 
be procured by their younger bro- 
ther ; and that they, with their "fa- 
ther, should live under the protec- 
tion and government of Joseph. I 
instance in those obvious examples, 
only to let your lordship see that I 
have canvassed these matters in my 
own thoughts ; and I see no reason 
but to depend on your kind inten- 
tions, intimated in your former let- 
ter, to your most affectionate bro- 
ther, d£.C. 


LETTER V. 

Bishop Atterhury to his Brother, 

Bromley, Wednesday, April 1720. ; 

Dear brother, 

Your letter directed to Westmin- 
ster found me here this morning. 1 
hope to be at Westminster to-mor- 
row. In the mean time you may as- 
sure yourself of any thing that is in 
my disposal. At present the gentle- 
mai4 you mention is well, and likely 
to continue so. llis distemper is the 
same as mine, though he has it in a 
worse degree. However, he is six- 
teen or seventeen years younger than 
I am, and may probably therefore 
outlive me. When he was in dan- 

* From 1070 till 1093. Anschibillus wa» 
made archdeacon in 1073. 

• f On the disgrace of Wolscy, in 1330. the 
grout sea) was entrusted to sir Thomas More, 
who was the first layman that enjoyed tliat ho> 
nour, which he resigned in 1.533, and was exe- 
cuted in 1535. His father, sir John, outlived 
him thirty-five years. 

X Thomas Sprat, M. A. (son to the famous 
bidiopof Oiat name). He was archdeacon of 
Rochester , and a prebendary of Westminster, 
Winchester, and Rochester. He died May 10, 
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ger of late, the first person I thought 
of was you. But there are objec- 
tions against that, in point of decen- 
cy, which; I own, stick with me ; 
and which, after I have laid them be- 
fore you, you shall allow, or over- 
rule, as you think fit. It had been 
a much properer post for my ne- 
phew,§ if God had pleased to spare 
his life. You need not mention any 
thing of this kind to me ; for you 
may depend upon it, you are never 
out of the thoughts of your ever af- 
fectionate brother. 


LETTER VI. 

Bishop Atterhury to his Brother. 

‘Deanery, Tuesday night. 

Dear brother, 

I hope you have considered the 
matter of the archdeaconry, and do 
at last see it in the same light that I 
do. I protest to you, 1 cannot help 
thinking it the most unseemly inde- 
cent thing in the world ; and T am 
very sure the generality of those, 
whose opinions I regard, will be of 
that opinion. I was so far from ap- 
prehending that such a station, un- 
der me, would be in the least wel- 
come to you, that I discoursed of it, 
and proposed it to another person (j 
some time ago, and am entered very 
far into engagements on that head ; 
and had you not written to me, I do 
frankly own, that I should never have 
spoken a word to you about it. Be- 
lieve me, when I tell you that this is 
a plain sta,to of the fact ; and should 
you at last come to be of my opinion, 
I dare say you will not, at long run, 
think yourself mistaken. I am sure 
I shall not be at ease till you are in 

§ Dr, Lewis Atlerbury had three sons ; of 
whom the first and second died in their infancy. 
The third, named Bedingfiold Atlerbury, was 
bom Jan. 8. 1693, and died of the small-pox^ 
Dec. 27, 1718. 

(I Dr. Brydges. See the next letter. 
t2 
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some good dignity in the church; 
such as you, and 1, and all the world, 
shall agree, is every way proper for 
you. I am, &c. 

LETTER VII. 

Bishop Atterbury to his Brother. 

Maty 20, 1720. 

Dear brother, 

The person, to whom I told you I 
had gone very far towards engaging 
myseJf for the archdeaconry, was Dr. 
Brydges,* the duke of Chandois’a 
brother ; and him I am this day go- 1 
iiig to collate to it. I hope you are 
convinced by what I have said and 
written, that nothing could have been 
more improper than the placing you 
in that post, immediately under my- 
self. Could 1 have been easy under j 
that thought; you may be sure, no I 
man living should have had the pre-| 
Terence to you. I am, dc.c. ' 


LETTER VIIL 

Bishop Atterbury to his Son ai Oa> 
ford, 

[OT uncertain datej ' 

Dear Obby, 

I thank you for your letter, be- 
cause there are manifest signs in it 
of your endeavouring to excel your- 
self, and by consequence to please 
me. You have succeeded in both 
respects, and will always puccced, if | 
you think it worth your ^hile te con-! 
sider what you write, and to whom ; 
and let notMpg, though of a trifling | 
nature, pass toioagh ydur pen ne^li-| 
gently.: get but the way of writing 
correctly and Ju^y, time and use! 
Will teaeh Jott; to write readily a^er- 

ad old and intiiKiate ac- 
, die bishop. Ha died May 9, 
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[wards; not but that too much care 
I may give a stiffness to your style, 
which ought, in letters, by all means 
to be avoided. The turn of them 
should be always natural and easy, 
for they are an image of private and 
familiar conversation. I mention 
this with respect to the four or five 
first lines of yours, which have an air 
of poetry, and do naturally resolve 
themselves in blank verse. 1 send 
you the letter again, that you your- 
self may now make the same obser- 
vation ; but you took the hint of the 
thought from a poem ; and it is no 
wonder therefore if you have height- 
ened your phrasse a little when you 
were expressing it. The rest is as it 
should he ; and particularly there is 
an air of duty and siiicerity in it, 
that, if it comes from the heart, is the 
most acceptable present you can 
make me : with these good qualities 
an incorrect letter would please me ; 
and without them, the finest thougiits 
and language would make no lasting 
impression upon me. The Great Be- 
ing says (you know), My son, give 
me thy heart” — implying, that with- 
out it all other gifts signify nothing : 
let me conjure yon, therefore, never 
to say any thing, cither in a letter or 
common conversation, that you do 
not think ; but always let your mind 
and your words go togeliier, even on 
the most slight and trivial occasions. 
Shelter not the least degree of insin- 
cerity under the notion of a compli- 
ment, whidh (as for as it deserves to 
be practised by a man of probity) is 
only the most civil and obliging way 
of saying what you really mean ; and 
whoever employs it otherwise throws 
aw^ay truth for good-breeding ; I need 
not tell you Imw little his character 
gets by such an exchange. 1 say not 
this as if I suspected that in any part 
of your letter you intended only to 
write what was proper, without any 
regard to what was true ; for I am 
resolved believe that you were in 
good earnest from the beginning, to 
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the end of it. as much even as 1 am 
when 1 tell you that 1 am your loving 
father. 


LETTER IX. 

Sishop Att&rhury to Lord Tottm^ 
end. 

The Tower. April 10, 1723. 

My lord, 

I am thankful for thiK favour of 
seeing my daughter any way; but 
was in hopes the restraint of an offi- 
cer’s presence in respect of her might 
have been judged needless, at a time 
when }jer liusband is allowed to be 
as often and as long with me as he 
pleases without witness, especially 
since we have been j)arted now for 
near eight months,’*'^ and must soon, 
if the bill takes place, f be parted for 
ever. 

My lord, 1 have many things to say 
to her, in relation to herself, her bro- 


ther, and ray little family affairs, 
wliich cannot with ease, to her or 
me, be said in presence of others ; 
and 1 dare say your lordship does 
not apprehend that the subject of our 
conversation will be of such a nature 
as to deserve to be in any degree 
watched or restrained. She has 
been the comfort of my life ; and I 
shall leave wdth more regret than 
I leave my prefermei.’ts (though when 
1 am stripped of them I shall have 
nothing to support me). Nor is 
there scarce any loss, besides that 
of my country, which will touch roe 
so nearly. 

Vour lordship, who is known to be 
a tender father, j: will feel what 1 say ; 
and consider how far it is fit to in- 
dulge me in so innocent a reque^. 


* Tl'e bistiop was appreli«nded -Aug. 

t It passed the house of commons on the SHh 
of April, ujid received the royal assent May 
27. 


t I'his nobleman retired from public business 
in 42)^; and died June. 1738. 





It is a little thing I ask ; but no- 
thing is little that can give any re- 
lief to a man in my sad circum- 
stances. which deserve yOur lord- 
ship’s compassion, and I hope will 
obtain it. 

I am, with all respect, your lord- 
ship’s most humble and most obedi- 
ent servant. 


LETTER X. 

The Bishop of Rochester to Mrs, 
Morice, 

Montpelier. Sept. 3, 1729. 

My dear heart, 

I have so much to say to you, that 
I can hardly say any thing to you till 
I see you. My heart is full ; but it 
is in vain to begin upon paper what 
I can never end. I have a thousand 
desires to see you, which are check- 
ed by a thousand fears, lest any ill 
accident should happen to you in the 
journey. God preserve you in every 
vStep of it, and send you safe hither ! 
And 1 will endeavour, by his bless- 
ing and assistance, to send you well 
back again, and to accompany you in 
the journey, as far as the law of 
England wiil suffer me. 1 stay here 
only to receive and take care of you 
(for no other view should have hin- 
dered my coming into the north of 
France this autumn) ; and I live on- 
ly to help towards lengthening yoUr 
life, and rendering it, if I can, more 
agreeable to you : for I see not of 
what use I am, or can be, in other 
respects. , I shall be impatient till I 
hear you are safely landed, and as 
impatient after that till you are safe- 
ly arrived in your winter quarters. 
God, I hope, will favour you with 
good weather, and all manner of 
good accidents on the way ; and I 
will take care, my dear love, to make 
you as easy and happy as I can at 
the end of your journey. 

I have written to Mr. Morice 
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about every thing T can think of re- 
lating to your aceommodatioti on the 
road, and shall not therefore repeat 
py part of it in this letter, which is 
intended only to acknowledge a mis- 
take under which I find myself. I 
thought I loved you befbre as much 
as I could possibly ; but I feel such 
now degrees of tenderness arising in 
me upon this terrible long journey, 
as I was never before acquainted 
with. God will reward you, I hope, 
for your piety to me, which had, I ^ 
doubt not, its share in producing this 
resolution, and will, in rewarding 
you, reward me also ; that being the 
chief thing I have to beg of Him. 

Adieu, my dear heart, till I see 
you ! and till then satisfy yourself, 
that, whatever uneasiness your jour- 
ney may give you, my expectation of 
you, and concern for you, will give] 
me more. I am got to another page, 
and must do violence to myself to 
stop here — but I will — and abruptly 
bid you, my dear heart, adieu, till I 
bid you welcome to Montpelier. 

A line, under your own hand, 
pray, by the post that first sets out af- 
ter you land at Bourdeaux. j 


LETTER XI. 

Mr. J, Rvans to Ms Brother in Lon- 
don, 

Tdtdousd, Nov. 9, 1729. 

Dear brother, 

After a very tedious and fatiguing 
journey, Mr. Morice and his lady ar- 
rived here on Monday morning, the 
7th, about seven o’clock, when she 
met her father : the on|y thing, I be- 
lieve, she hfi4tp desire of God in this 
World. Sbd WWt to bed, and never 
slept ti^ she slept , her Isst ; and well 
may k be cklled so ; ; i^r never , was 
death received in : Sb composed a 
as I shall distinctly relate to 
J||H Montpelier. She received 
^^H^athent (upon her eiunestly 


desiring to have it if possible) about 
ah hour and a half before she ex- 
pired. That remaining time she em- 
ployed in directing what she would 
have done in the most material 
things that relate to family affairs, 
and that in a very moving manner ; 
and one of the last was to call her 
husband to her ; when she said ; 
“ Dear Mr. Morice, take care of the 
children — I know you will : remem- 
ber me to t^e duchess of Bucking- 

[ham!” This fatal stroke being 

given On the way to her intended 
port, must, you will think, put us in- 
to uncommon disorder. Mr. Morice 
goes for England as soon as in a con- 
dition to do it. Pray give my fami- 
ly an account of this ; and T shall, 
from Montpelier, do the same at 
large, as well as to yourself. Adieu ! 
Yours, most affectionately. 


LETTER Xn. 

The Bishop of Rochester to Mr. 
Pope. 

I venture to thank you for your 
kind and friendly letter, because 1 
think myself very sure of a safe con- 
veyance ; and I am uneasy till I have 
told you what impressions it made 
upon me. I will do it with the same? 
simplicity and truth witli which I 
wrote to you from Montpelier u|)on a 
very melancholy occasion ,* the me- 
mory of which would have been in 
the most touching manner awakened 
by what you writ, had it been entire- 
ly laid asleep, as it never will or can 
I be. Time, and a succession of other 
objects, added to reason and religion 
(for even these great principles, that 
should command our nature, want 
now and then some assistances from 
it), may divert the attention of my 
mind from what it loves too much to 
think of, though it finds no pleasure 
in such thoughts: tliey may deaden 
the quick sense of grief, and present 
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the frequent returns of it ; but where 
it is well fixed, they cannot extin- 
guish it. 

LETTER XIIL 

The Bishop of Rochester to * * * 
[Undated.] 

Dear sir, 

Your endeavours that I may forget 
niy misfortune are truly noble. It 
would be to deserve them to fly from 
resolution. They shall not depress 
me : but I must help to bear what 
you toll me lies so heavy upon my 
Iriends. I preserve a mean ; which 
is the excellence, justice, and fit-i 
ness of all things in the moral sys- 
tem ; 

Virtue's a mean, and viec is <m excess. 

In doiii^ more thdn’s fit, or duujg 

To poetise, my friend, is no mark 
of a depressed fancy or excessive 
sorrow ; but a sort of comical way of 
treating things serious, not after the 
subtle fashions of those you speak of, 
that would niagnity Nature by de- 
pressing the Deity ; who, setting 
forth their necessary agreement, 
make unnecessary strife. With re- 
verence do I mention these things, 
and know 

How the great love of nature fills mind, 

And universal kinduosB to thy kind. 

I am, while thus juvenile, an ad- 
vocate for, and not a railer against, 
extremes. Those symptoms strong- 
ly bode a second youth, that vapours 
with a feeble and defective flame ! 
It is the enervated arm of Priam im- 
potently raised against the thunder- 
ing rage of youthful PyrrhUs; How- 
ever, this epistle, my dear friend, 
shall not become more tawdry by its 
not being of a piece ; for I Will 
elude with answering your last seri- 
ous question with another sciiittp of 
poetry : 


Whate'er the soul of nature has design'd, 

And wrought on matter, is ih' effect of mind ; 
The form of substance is the ibrmer^s art, 
Hence beauty and desimi that strike the heart ; 
There's nought in simple matter to delight, 
'Tis the fair workmanship that takes the sight. 
The beautiful effect of mind alone 
Is comely, and in all things comely shown. 
Where mind is not, there horror needs must be. 
For matter formless is defonhity. 


LETTER XIV. 

Dr. King to Bishop Atterbwy. 

1699. 

Give mo leave, sir, to tell you a 
secret — that I have spent a whole 
day upon Dr. Bentley’s late volume 
of scandal and criticism;* for every 
one may not judge it for his credit to 
be so employed. He thinks meahly, 
T find, of my reading ; as meanly as 
1 think of his sense, his modesty, or 
his manners ; and yet, for all that, 
I dare say I have read more than any 
man in England besides him and me; 
for I have read his book all over. 

I If you have looked into it, sir, you 
I have found, that a person, under the 
pretence of criticism, may take what 
freedom he pleases with the reputa- 
tion and credit of any gentleman ; 
and that he need not have any re- 
gard to another man’s character, 
who has once resolved to expose his 
own. 

It was my misfortune once in my 
life to be in the same place with Dr. 
Bentley, and a witness to a great 
deal of his rude and scurrilous lan- 
guage ; which he was so liberal of, 
as to throw it out at random in a 
public shop ; is so silly now as 
to call it ^ms^dr(^)ping in me, be- 
cause he was so noisy, and 1 was 
so near, that I could not help hear- 
ing it. 

You desired me, at some years’ 
distance, tO recollect what passed at 
that meeting, and I obeyed your 
commands. Shall 1 reckon it au 

* The Diiisemtiou otl FUalaris. 
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advantage, that Dr* Bentley, who 
disf^utes the other testimonies, falls 
in entirely with mine ? I would, if 1 
were not apprehensive that on that 
very account it might be one step 
farther from being credited. 

However, such is his spite to me, 
that he confirms the truth of all 1 
told you. For the only particular I 
could call to mind he grants, with 
some slight difference in the expres- 
sion. And as to the general account 
I gave of his rudeness and insolence, 
he denies it indeed ; but in so rude 
and insolent a manner, that there is 
no occasion for me to justify myself 
on that head. 

1 had declared, it seems, that he 
said, the MS. of Phalaris would be 
5v;oitth notliing if it were collated.” 
He sets me right ; and avers, tlie ex- 
pression was, “ That, after the vari- 
ous lections .were once taken, and 
printed, the MS. would be like a 
squeezed orange, and little worth for 
the future.” The similitude of “ a 
squeezed orange,” is indeed a con- 
siderable circumstance, which 1 had 
forgotten ; as 1 doubtless did several 
others ; but, for all that, I remember 
the general drift and manner of his 
discourse, as well as if all the particu- 
lar expressions were present to me. 
Just as 1 know his last book to be a 
disingenuous, vain, confused, unman- 
nerly performance; though, to my 
happiness, hardly any of his awkward 
jests or impertinent quotations stick 
by me* 

I had owned it to be my opinion, 
that a MS. was worth nothing un- 
less it were collated.” The doctor 
cunningly distinguishes upon me; 
and says, ** It is worth nothing indeed 
to the rest of the world; but it is 
better for the ovmer, if a price were 
to be set upon it.” I beg his pardon 
for rtiy mistake. I thought we were 
talking of books in the way of scho- 
lars : vdiereas he answers me like a 
book|«!r, and as if he dealt in 
JHH^nste^d of reading them. For 
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my part, 1 measure the value of these 
kind of things from the advantage 
the public may receive from them, 
and not from the profit they are like- 
ly to bring in to a private owner; 
and therefore 1 have the same opi- 
nion of the Alexandrian MS.* (which, 
he says, ‘‘ he keeps in his lodgings”) 
now, as 1 should have had before the 
editors of the English Polyglott pub- 
lished the collation of it; though it 
may not perhaps bear up to the same 
price in St. Paul's Churchyard, or 
at an auction ; but I hope, if it be 
safely kept, it need never come to 
the experiment. 

As to the particular reflections he 
has cast on me, it is no more tjian 1 
expected. I could neither hope nor 
wish for better treatment from one 
that had used you so ill. It is reputa- 
ble both to men and books to be ill 
spoken of by him ; and a favourable 
presumption on their side, tliat there 
is something in both which may 
chance to recommend them to the 
rest of the world. It is in the power 
of every little creature to throw dirty 
language ; but a man must have 
some credit himself in the world, be- 
i fore tjhings that he says can lessen 
the reputation of another; and if 
Dr. Bentley must be thus qualified 
to mischief me, I am safe from all 
the harm that his malice can do me. 
1 am, sir, your obliged humble ser- 
vant. 


LETTER XV. 

Dr. Herring to William Duncombe, 
Esq, 

Blechingley, Feb. 26, 1735. 
Dear Sir, 

I received your letter, and was in- 
deed extremely affected with the 
bad news of your loss. It is most 
certainly a prodi^ous one to you, 

* Or the Old Testament. 
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and has carried off a great share of 
your happiness. 1 do not wonder to 
hear it got the better of your philo- 
sophy. Nature is too strong ibr 
reason and speculation, and the 
finest sayings of the finest moralists 
are fiat and unaffecting upon these 
trying occasions. The only thing 
that can give the mind any solid sa- 
tisfaction, is a certain complacency 
and repose in the good Providence 
of God, under a sincere conviction 
that he orders every thing for the 
best. 

1 am glad you have got the better 
of your own indispo.sition ; the loss 
of both parents would have been a 
blow to your poor boy, in which his 
friends would have felt for him ex- 
ceedingly. 

I r<}ad over your wife’s letter, and 
it melted me into tears ; and, to say 
flic truth (she is now incapable of 
being flattered), I was not less edifi- 
ed with the sincerity, and wisdom, 
and constancy of her mind, than 1 
wQs affected with the tenderness of 
her concern for her husband and her 
child ..... 1 thank you for the favour 
of the ring, and am, dear Sir, yours,! 


LETTER XVI. 

Dr, Herring to William Duncombe^ 
Dsq. 

Rochester * Nov. 3, 1738. 

Dear Sir, 

I have takjjn up your kind letter 
three times to answer, and as often 
been interrupted. I brought it with 
me to this place yesterday, and re- 
solved not to miss another post. I 
thank you most affectionately for 
your obliging inquiry after me, and 
1 bless God, have the satisfaction to 
inform you, that I am very well, 

* Atterhury.— His Lordship held this dcanerj’ 
lu cfttimendam with his bishopric. 

/ 
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{after the most agreeable journey 1 
lever had in my life. We travelled 
I slowly and commodiously, and found 
Wales a country altogether as enter- 
taining as it was new. The face of 
it is grand, and bespeaks the magni- 
ftcence of nature, and enlarged my 
mind so much, in the same manner 
as the stupendousness of the ocean 
does, that it was some time before 1 
could be reconciled again to the 
level countries. Their beauties were 
all in the little taste ; and, I am 
afraid, if 1 had seen Stow in my way 
home, I should have thrown out 
some very unmannerly reflections 
upon it ; 1 should have smiled at the 
little niceties of art, and beheld with 
contempt an artificial ruin, after I 
had been agreeably terrified with 
something like "the rubbish of a crea- 
tion. Not but that Wales has its 
little beauties too, in delightful 
streams and fine valleys ; but the 
things which entertained me were 
the vast ocean, and ranges of rocks, 
whose foundations are hid, and 
whose tops reach the clouds. 1 
know something of your cast of 
mind, I believe ; and 1 will there- 
fore take the liberty to give you an 
account of an airing one fine even- 
ing wdiich I shall never forget* I 
went out in the cool of the day, and 
rode near four miles upon the 
smooth shore, with a vast extended 
view of the ocean, whose w’avcs 
broke at our feet in gentle miir- 
inurs : from thence we turned into a 
village, with a neat church and 
houses, which stood just at the en- 
trance of a deep valley ; the rocks 
rose high and near, at each hand of 
us, but were', on one side, covered 
with a fine turf, full of sheep and 
goats, and grazing herds; and, on 
the other, varied with patches of yel^ 
low corn, and spots of wood, taxd 
here and there a great piece of a 
bare rock projecting. At our feet 
ran a streim, clear as crystal, but 
largo and foaming, over vast stones 
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rudely thrown together, of unequaJ larated the blood for some time, and 
tnagnitudes, and over it a wooden suspended the black execution ; but 
bridge, which could scarce be said his distemper, it may be said, got 
to be made by the hands of art; the better, and carried him off at 
and, as it was the evening, the hinds last. I would willingly put that con- 
appearcd, in many parts of the scene, struction upon these melancholy ao 
returning home with pails upon their cidents, and then leave the sufferers 
heads. 1 proceeded in this agree* to the Father of mercies. I read 
able place, till our prospect was them to a young gentleman here, a 
closed, though much illuminated, by Wrexham man, who knew the au- 
a prodigious cataract from a moun- thor, and lived in that country with 
tain, that did, as it were, shut the m uncle who was intimate with him. 
valley. All these images together I have been amused, in my lei* 
put me much in mind of Poussin's sure hours from business, with “An- 
dra wings, and made me fancy my- ti-Machiavel indeed, much enter- 
self in Savoy, at least, if not nearer tained with him. You know the 
Rome. Indeed, both the journey, author is a royal one ;t and if he 
and the country, and the residence, puts his speculations into practice, 
were most pleasing to me. if bad times should come, and ho- 

Your letters always entertain me, nest men be farced to quit Old Eng- 
as your last did by an agreeable land, I would endeavour, if I could 
poem ; and, in some sort 6f return, support that character, to put my- 
I cannot help mentioning a French self under his government and pro- 
book to you, which f brought in the tection. Ho has exposed, very just- 
coach with me, “ Le Paysan par-- ly, the littleness of Machiavers priri- 
renuB.^*^ It is a book of gallantry, ciples, who formed his maxims 
but very modest ; but the things among the petty states of Italy, and 
which entertained me, were the just- supported the justness of them upon 
neas of some characters in it, and the example of a C^sar Borgia, 
the great penetration into human In my opinion, this book of the king 
n^ure. I am your, di&c. of Prussia is much more in the style 

and character of a great prince, than 
the celebrated Etxuiv Bao'iXixi), un- 
LETTER XVII. ; Jegg to suppose every Chris- 

tiampriiice to support the two chr- 
Dr. HerriTig to WilUam Duncomhc, racters of king and priest ; for the 
' ^^9'* book last mentioned is more agree- 

Rochester, Dec. IG, 1740. «^We to the sacred function, as I be- 
Dear Sir lieve, in real truth, it was the work 

1 am sure it is high time for me ^ 

to make my acknowledgments to ^ 

you for two most entertaining letters. LETTER XVIII. 

Yo!ir reproofs of my ingratitude are 

very gented^ but very strong and Rev. Mr, Dyer to Mr. Duncombe. 
efficacious ; and there is no bearing 

the i^primand of a second obliging ^ Coningsby, Jau. 31, 1757. 

letter, when Uie first had been neg- Gear Sir, 

: Want of health was a cause of not 

The jfflUis you ^nt tne arc veiry writing, that gave me concern. I 
« sensiy^Ppla touching, and the sen- hope it happens but seldom; and 
them, I doubt not, exhi- that it was owing to what makes 
* By Marivattje. t The king of Fnirsia. » 
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most people out of order — ^bad wea- 
ther ; the ill effects of which, here 
at least, are general, I think I 
never was so weather-sick : the deep 
snows forbid mo air and exercise ; 
and my best medicine is a friend's 
letter. You see how much I am 
obliged to you. 

Your son also I am obliged to : 
and am under strong temptation — 
You are adding to ray bill of fare. 

I feel your kind art in twisting and 
strengtljening the silken cord, which, 
probably, in the spring, will draw me 
to town; where, I have reason to 
ilattcr myself, T shall see, what I so 
much like and covet, two or three 
cheerful countenances, easy simpli- 
city, and soft humanity ; and, if a 
sweet female voice should come in, 
T am still able to hear the murmur 
of music, which I excessively love. 

Your good liking of those verses, 
Have my friends in the town,” dtc. 
should have been acknowledged in 
iny last. I have a wicked memory ; 
it is a great misfortune. Neither 
did 1 thank you for mentioning the 
new kind of trumpet — but I never 
use any ; for, putting my hand to 
my ear, 1 can give it such a form as 
will increase my hearing. Besides, 
cold bathing, frcKjuent and moderate 
exercise, frequent frictions of my 
head and ears, warm feet, warm 
water with my wine, and supperless 
nights, have much abated my deaf- 
ness. 

Mr. Dodsley indeed has the 
“Fleece.” 1 did not tliink this a 
fit season for its publication ; but 
iny friend Mr. Wray overcame me ; 
and though it has lain long “ by” 
me, not much “ before” me, it is 
now precipitated to the press, with 
such faults, as must be imputed to 
the air of a fenny country, where 1 
have been, for the most part, above 
these five years, without healtli, with- 
out books, and without proper con- 
versation. 1 say not this in any 
arrogant sense— for, God knows, I 


283 

am far firom despising either the 
peasant or the country parson. 

Good Mr. Edwards* was my par- 
ticular friend ; even Mr. Wray can- 
not lament* him more than I do. 
How seasonable are your presents ! 
they have an additional beauty in 
being new to me. Even the “ Ram- 
bler” has not reached this place ; nor 
have the beams of his *‘Sunday”t 
ever shone upon me. You see what 
proofs I give you of being quite out 
of the world. 

Most expressive, I am afraid, is 
that one word of yours, fuimus, . . . 

I am, Sir, your obliged humble ser- 
vant. 

LETTER XIX. 

Mr. Dyer to Mr. Duncomhe. 

Coningsby, March 19, 1757. 

Dear Sir, 

I who want so many apologies my- 
self, must be ashamed to read any 
from you ; but 1 too have been ill ; 
and my coughs have been so con- 
tinual and violent, that 1 dreaded 
the posture of writing ; yet though 
it gives me shame, it gives me also 
pleasure to observe, that your apolo- 
gy and inclination to a correspon- 
dence with me, show your warm 
benevolence ; for we, in the coun- 
try, who see nothing but earth and 
sky, who hear nothing but the inar- 
ticulate voices of boasts and birds, 
cannot correspond with you in town 
upon an equal footing : wanting bus- 
tle and news, we can furnish only 
trifles in exchange, and must always 
depend upon your generosity ; there- 
fore the calling any letter from Oo- 
ningsby “agreeable” gives me a clear 
view of your benevolence 

Of Turrick in Huckinghainshire, author 
of the “ Canons of Crhici.sm," 5&c. He died 
about three weeks before the dale of thi» letter 
(on a visit) at Mr. Richardson’s, at Parsons’ 
: Hreea. 

t An allegorical paper, so signed, written by 
Uic late excellent Mrs. Catlierine Talbot. 
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It is my wish, forgive me, that the 
gout may pay you many an annual 
visit. 1 would wish no such thing, 
were you a younger man, or did you 
not discover such a resignation, as 
will ever preserve a relish for an use- 
ful life; and useful always is the 
lifo of every good man. So that I 
cannot imagine how so many of the 
wise and virtuous Romans, 
could, in any circumstance, approve 
of self-killing — But my thoughts 
grow over-grave — it is no wonder, 
for I am now confined by illness — 
yet I can taste pleasure — and am 
rejoiced to hear, that the merits of 
my generous friend, your son, are so 
well taken notice of by our humane 
archbishop. I have been at Canter- 
bury ; it is an agreeable city, in a very 
pleas^irit country. 

I never heard of any collection of 
letters by Mr. Edwards : yet there 
may be such ; he gave all his studies 
a turn to criticism. 

— Ah ! just this moment the Stam- 
ford Mercury comes to me, and men- 
tions the death of the good archbi- 
shop. Your son and all mankind 
have lost a friend. I am, Sir, your 
obliged humble servant. 


LETTER XX. 

Duchess of Somerset to Lady Lnx^ 
borough, 

Piercy Lodge, Feb. 2^?, 17oi. 

Dear madam, 

pray never think excuse can be 
necessary to me about exactness in 
ans^rering my letters ; I am always 
glad to hear from you when it is 
agreeable to you to write, but am 
not one of those overkind friends 
who are for ever out of humour with 
those ^hom they rather enthral than 
oblige, by giving them that name. 
^ ^ uev^ wish to act so 

friends, or am afraid of being 
by them, I will own to 



you, I am not quite sure I should 
have answered your last letter so 
soon, were it not that 1 am under 
serious concern to find how awk- 
wardly I must have expre.ssed my- 
self to Mr. Shenstone, if I gave him 
room to believe 1 harboured a secret 
wish to have so fine a poem as bis 
Ode suppressed. On the contrary, 
I should think myself guilty of a 
very great crime and injustice to the 
public, if I were to be the means of 
depriving them of so charming and 
rational an entertainment. I gave 
him the true reasons in my letter, 
for desiring that my own name, nor 
that of my humble yet peaceful 
dwelling, might be inserted. You 
know 1 always envied the lot of “ /a 
viohtte qui sc cache sous Ptierbc.^^* 

It is true, my dear lady Luxbo- 
rough, times are changed with us, 
since no walk was long enough, or 
exercise painful enough, to hurt us, 
as we childishly imagined : yet after 
a ball or masquerade, have we not 
come home very well contented to 
pull off our ornaments and line 
clothes, in order to go to rest '? Such 
methinks is the reception we natu- 
rally give to the warnings of our 
bodiiy decays ; they seem to undress 
us by degrees, to prepare us for a 
rest that will refresh us far more 
powerfully than any night’s sle* p 
could do. We shall then find i\o 
weariness from the fatigues which 
either our bodies or our minds have 
undergone ; but all tears shall bo 
wiped from our eyes, and s^irrow, 
and crying, and pains, shall be no 
more; we shall then without wea- 
riness move in our new vehicles, 
transport ourselves from any part of 
the skies to another, with much 
more ease and velocity than we 
could have done in the prime of our 
strength, upon the fleetest horses, 
the distance of a mile. This cheer- 
ful prospect enables uS to sec our 
strength fail, and await the tokens 
* Tlie violet which buds under the grass. 
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of our approaching dissolution with 
a kind of awful pleasure. 1 will in- 
genuously own to you, dear madam, 
that I experience more true happi- 
pincss in the retired manner of life 
that I have embraced, than I ever 
knew from all the splendour or flat- 
teries of the world. There was 
always a void ; they could not satisfy 
a rational mind ; and at the most 
heedless time of my youth, I well 
remember, that I always looked for- 
ward with a kind of joy, to a decent 
retreat, when the evening of life 
should make it practicable. 

Boadicea I have read ; there is an 
interesting scene or two in it ; but 
there is something w^anting in the 
management of the drama to keep 
up the spirits of the audience. Phi- 
loclea I have not seen, nor have 
heard such a character of it as to 
raise my curiosity. If you have not 
read Deformity, an Essay, by Mr. 
Hay, nor his Heligio JPhilosophi 
(I do not know how that last word 
should end), T believe they will en- 
tertain ]|pu very well in their differ- 
ent ways, The Adventurer will 
soon be published in volumes, and 
will be very well worth buying. I 
doubt 1 must agree with Mr. Shen- 
stoiie, that the style of Sir Charles 
Grandison is too prolix; and yet I 
do not know any of it I should be 
willing to part with, except Harriet 
Byron’s conversation Avith the Oxo- 
nian, in the first volume, and the 
preparations and entertainments at 
sir Charles’s Avodding in tlic lillh, 

WIkui I came home from taking 
the air on Friday, 1 was very agree- 
ably surprised to find lady Northum- 
berland ready to receive me, as 1 
had no notion of her coming. She 
had been alarmed with a false report, 
that I had not been so well for some 
days as she left me. I took the op- 
portunity of showing her your letter, 
and she desired me to make her 
compliments to your ladyship, and 
tell you, she keeps no servant about 
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lady Elizabeth, while she is at 
school, and at her return will think 
it necessary to have a' person of a 
middle age about her. Such a one 
she now has about her little boy ; a 
pretty sort of woman, who speaks 
French and English equally Avell, is 
grave and properly behaved, and, I 
believe, hopes for lady Elizabeth’s 
place, when her little angel of a 
master goes into the hands of the 
men. His mamma took him away 
with her on Saturday, after lending 
him to me for a month (though she 
is excessively fond of him), because 
she secs he is the joy of my life. 
He has some faint resemblance 
(though not a good one) of his poor 
uncle ; but his openness and mild- 
ness of temper are the very same. 
Her eldest boy too is a very sensible 
and good, one. He and lady Greville 
dine with me from Eton every Sun- 
day j they arc here at present for 
two or three days, on account of 
there being holidays. I have hard- 
ly left myself room to make Mr. 
Cowsiad’s compliments, and sub- 
scribe myself, dear madam, your, 

&-C. 


LETTER XXI. 

Countess of Hertford to Dr, Bvmet, 
occasioned by some Meditations the 
Doctor sent her^ upon the Death 
of her Son, Lord Beauchamps 

Sir, 

I am very sensibly obliged by the 
kind compassion you express for me, 
under my heavy affliction. The 
meditations you^ have furnished me 
with, afford the strongest motives 
for consolation that can be offered to 
a person under my unhappy circum- 
stances. The dear lamented son 
I have lost was the pride and joy of 
my heart ; but I hope I may be the 
more easily excused for having look- 
ed on him in this light, since he was 
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not so from the outward advantages 
he possessed) but from the virtues 
and rectitude of his mind. The 
prospects which flattered me, in re- 
gard to him, were not drawn from 
his distinguished rank, or from thej 
beauty of his person ; but from 
the hopes that his exar^ple would 
have been serviceable to the cause 
of virtue, and would have shown 
the younger part of the world, that 
it was possible to be cheerful with- 
out being foolish or vicious, and to 
be religious without severity or me- 
lancholy. His whole life was one 
uninterrupted course of duty and 
nffection to his parents ; and when 
be found the hand of death upon 
bim, his only regret was to think 
yn the agonies which must rend their 
hearts ; for he was perfectly content 
to leave the world, as his conscience 
iid not reproach him with any pre*- 
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sumptuous sins, and he hoped his 
errors would be forgiven, Tims be 
resigned his innocent soul into the 
hands of his merciful Creator, on 
the evening of his birth-day, which 
completed him nineteen. You will 
not be surprised, sir, that the death 
of such a son should occasion tlie 
deepest sorrow ; yet, at the same 
time, it leaves us the most com tor ta- 
ble assurance, that he is happier 
than our fondest wishes and care 
could have made him, which must 
enable us to support the remainder 
of years which it shall please God 
to allot for us here, without murmur- 
ing or discontent, and quicken our 
endeavours to prepare ourselves to 
follow to that happy place, where 
our dear valuable child is gone 
before us. 1 beg the continuance 
of your prayers, and am, sir, your, 
dec. 
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SECTION I. 

FROM THE letters OF WILLIAM SHENSTONE, ESQ. AND 
MR. GRAY, TO AND FROM THE!]?. FRIENDS. 


LETTER L 

Mr, Shmstone to a 1‘Vimd, 

From Mr. Wmllc^s. Perfamer,' 
near Temple Bar, &,c. 
6th Feb. n40. 

Dear sir, 

I arn now, with regard to the 
town, pretty much in the same state 
in which I expect to be always with 
regard to the world ; sometimes ex- 
claiming and railing against it ; 
sometimes giving it a good word, 
and even admiring it. A sunshiny- 
day, a cavern-supper after a play 
well acted, and now and then an in- 
vigorating breath of air in the Mall, 
never fail of producing a cheerful 
eftbet. I do not know whether I gave 
you any account of Quin’s acting 
Falstaif in my former letter ; I really 
imagined that I saw you tittering on 
one side me, shaking your sides, 
and sometimes scarce containing 
yourself. You will pardon the atti- 
tude in which I placed you, since it 
was what seemed natural at that cir- 
cumstance of time. Comus I have 
once been at, for the sake of the 


songs, though 1 detest it in any light ; 
but as a dramatic piece, the taking 
of it seems a prodigy ; yet indeed 
such a one, as was pretty tolerably 
laccounted for by a gentleman who 
isat by me in the boxes. Tins learn- 
ed sage, being asked how he liked 
the play, made answer, “ He could 
not tell — pretty well, he thought — 
or indeed as well as any other play 
— ^he always took it, that people only 
came there to see and to be seen — for 
as for what was said, he owned, he 
never understood any thing of the 
matter,” I told him, I thought a 
great many of its admirers were in 
his case, if they would but own it. 

On the other hand, it is amazing 
to consider to what an universality 
of learning people make pretensions 
here. There is not a drawer, a 
chair or hackney coach man, but is 
politician, poet, and judge of polite 
literature. Chimney sweepers damn 
the convention, and black shoe boys 
cry up the genius of Shakspeare. 
‘‘The Danger of writing Verse” is 
a very good thing ,• if you have not 
read it, 1, would recommend it to you 
as poetical. But now 1 talk of learn- 
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ing, I must not omit an interview 
which t accidentally had the other 

night in company with lord D 

and one Mr. C . We were 

taken to sup at a private house, 
where I found a person whom 1 
had never seen before. The man 
behaved exceeding modestly and 
well ; till, growing a little merry 
over a bottle (and being a little 
countenanced j)y the subject we were 
upon), he pulls out of his pocket 
about half a dozen ballads, and dis- 
tributes them amongst the company. 
I (not finding at first they were of 
his own composition) read one over, 
and, finding it a dull piece of stu^F, 
•contented myself with observing that 
it was exceedingly well printed. 
But to see the man’s on this 
occasion would mtake you pity the 
circumstance of an author as long as 
you live. His jollity ceased (as a 
fiarae would do, should you pour| 
water upon it) ; and I believe, for.j 
about five minutes, he spoke not a 
syllable. At length recovering him- 1 
self, he began to talk about his coun- 
try seat, about Hiaughton itail, and 
soon after desired a health, imagining 
(as 1 found afterwards) that lordD — 
would have given sir Robert’s. But 
he did not, naming sir T-^ L— . 
Mine, which follow^, was that of 
Mr. L. Now, who do you think this 
should be, but honest Ralph Free- 
man (at least the writer of the pa- 
per so subscribed), your father’s old 
friend and intimate, sir Robert’s 
right hand> a person that lives ele- 
gantly, drives six ctf the best horses 
in town, and pl^s on 8t. John’s 
organ (you know iSgr; L— is not on- 
ly sir Robert’s grealest enemy, but 
the ^azetteiMr’s prqjer antagonist). 
We were invited to' 606 him very ci- 
viHjT; and ind^ the man behaved 
with the with- 
out or any attempts at wit, 

which probably would/iiot have been 
v«!ry Bucce^fel.— Ask your father 
what he would my to mb, if I should 
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join in the cause with his old friend, 
and take a good annuity under sir 
Robert, which, I believe, 1 might 
have ; and little encouragement, God 
knows, have I met with on the other 
side of the question. 1 say, I be- 
lieve I might have, because 1 know a 
certain person gives pensions of three 
pounds a-week to porter^ and the 
most illiterate stupid fellows you can 
imagine, to talk in his behalf at ale- 
houses; wliere they sit so long a 
time, and are as regularly relieved 
as one sentry relieves another. — At 
least tell him that I expect in his an- 
swer to my letter (which I shall not 
allow him to assign to you) he write 
something to confirm me in my in- 
tegrity, and to make me prefer him, 
and you, and honesty, to lace, bro- 
cade, and the smiles of the ladies. 

But I hope to keep my Hercules in 
view, whether in print or manu- 
script ; and though 1 am as fond of 
pleasure as most people, yet I shall 
observe the rule, 

Positaiu sic tan^erc noli.*» 

I desire I may hear from you next 
post : I have a line or two, which I 
intend for the sons of utter darkness 
(a.s you call tliem) next magazine ; I 
would send them to you, for your ad- 
vice, but cannot readily find them. 1 
like every thing in Mr, Somervile’s 
but the running of the last line. 1 
think to insert them. Should be glad 
to have a line or two of yours, that 
one may make a bold al^aek. I look 
on it as fun, without the least emo- 
[tion, I assure you. I am, dear sir, 
your, &c. 

LETTER II. 

Jfr. S/ienstan0 to Mr, Jogo, on the 
Death of his Futl^r. 

Leasowes, Aug. 1740. 

Dear Mr. Jago, 

1 find some difficulty in writing to 
* Touch it not to. 
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you on thU tttelaitolM^y occasion. !]9a»i>’‘<>>nit«nil»flht>i«iui> ben 
Ko one can more tanfit to attemi« 


to lessen your grief than myselfi be- 
cause ho one has a deeper sense of 
the cause of your affliction. Though 


beti»i < 

fate htiiiiGjur'd ever 


End of Book viu. PAa.Xosx. 


I would have you by al) means 


'I wouW by io means be numbbrtil 1°“ 

by you amongst the common heW of ««de‘vour to render the time 
yiuV acm^ntoWiO that tell yon t^y spend here “ ^tiaftctory as it 
are Sorry, yet 'it were impertinent W “ ’** ^ 

meto nJemtonumere fiend’s con- “P"? T fif 

cern toapersoninteresteil by soma:®?*?-*^* ***« ncssitudes 

ny more tender regards. Besides. !/** i. 1.1 ■ * 

should be glad to Sicvibte your l^. .S' vZ Wlv^r 1 

row, and such sort of obndolenbe : ***** f brother. I 

tends but little to promote that mi. 

I do not choose’ to Matter you ; heW 

ther could 1, more especially at this tty * 

time; but though I Could perhaps , ri^R ui. 

find enough to say to pCrsohs df J^f J m 

sense than, you, I know of nutihjB^I f Mr ^ 

but what your^oWn rea^ tot haW : C . . ' ^ 
suggested. Concern indeed may ''‘^tjharhlr ’ ' '*> . - 

havte suspended the p^er of that fv : WotorfJ Were the dangers, and 
cultyj and upon that pretenee, 1 difficulties through which I went. 


have a few thmgs that I woidd sug- ^ I left at BareJej which 
gest to you. After all, it w fame f ^ ^daineti byfitte m 

alone that can and wiH cure all afflic- tetftpQtST phniatont of obstto 
tions, but such as are thp ofmse^ldy. ItVas^hlWd, and inctoe- 
quence of vjee ; and. youTs, I em 4* fer you to enddato to deter jne 
sure, pxpeto from a contrary buthay. 

V®; I * II inf a sort of ^nehant for needless 

1 heard accidentally of this 4igpuJties>! ham an.tindoubted right 


gate yopr gttefii by sharing them, aa a,dcrtain degree s theysheuld be &mVr 
I have often fiiunditin yours toa*^^ «idl mw^ o«m the la^ 

ment my pl^res,^ s^doing, . underwent; that, fright dM not 

All that, I PMi ^tiOBimead to you within the Jhoni^ w^h my 
IS pot to ^n« yo^ W to any tep* ia^j„.tio«; Kid h«»^**»d. I cai 
gle event in life, bfat to take m yom: Rotforbewfeto^mg «»« imiiitot 
whole oircumstiiwws ^forc ymi t<s. 

P‘w.. ' . We bioce.h^i^Stoffbtlw 

When you reflect that you .-liaye.v,^,^^*^ ♦,««/ AhUff^iUa int'pi«h.htfe $ 

'f* one of the bem of to the^towwip 

“ 7 ' . ' ■ '' e;*' ' ' l)Ftt4ed 


VoL. in. Nos. 47 ^ 4d* 


Grills tonsM^*^ 
V 
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owed my escape to Fortune, wlio 
oouTcyod me from tho vengeance 
which they might have taken. I put 
up finally at a little alelmuse about 
ten o’clock, and lay all night awake, : 
counting the cords which supported I 
me, which J could more safely swear | 
to than to either bed or blanket* For 
farther particulars, see my epistle to 
tho Pastor Fido of I-apworth. Mr. 
Graves says, he should bo glad to 
show you any civilities in his power, 
upon lus own acquaintance ; and will 
serve you as far as his vote goes, 
upon my recommendation; hut is 
ahraid, without the concurrence of 
^ some more considerable friends, your 
chance will be but small this year, 
&c. If tho former part of this news 
gives you any pleasure, I assure you 
it gives me no less to communicate 
it ; and this pleasure proceoda from 
a principle, which would induce me 
to serve you myself if it should oyer 
be ill my power. 1 saw Mr. Lyttle- 
ton last week ; he is a candidate for 
the county Of Worcester, together 
with lord Deorhurst ; I hope Mr. tStn 
mervile will do him the honour to ap- 
pear as his friend, which lie must at 
feast think second to thst of suc- 


ceeding* 

J hear you are commenced chap- 
lain since I saw you. 1 wish you 
|oy of it. The chaplain’s title is in-* 
finitely ipore agreeable than his of- 
fice; and t hope thp scarf, which 
is expressive of it, #ill be no di- 
minutive thing.” no four-penny-half- 

M piece m ribboning; but that 

fitidudiiiUayi 



f 1 ^^ it otnintmti, that 

te k ^^(liistgrktulai^ one j 
•M nr I caiportttiDiitkB 

«f jfeQ«uf wi«a' 

jtatiarhhifWii^ ,b4 wll^or 

Ip. iit. ^ ' 

pi nog my VtHnpliihtttiMi to Mr. So* 


merviJp, Mn. Knight, and your fa- 
mily. 


LETTER IV. 

Mf. Sifnatme to Mr. ok kit. 

tafeht^ Order), in thejdturrh 

S, 1711 

DeSr sir, 

I write to you out of the abundant 
inclination 1 have to hear from you ; 
imagining that, as you gave me a di- 
rection, you might possibly expect to 
receive a previous letter from rm‘ 1 
want to be informed of the impres- 
sions you receive from your new cir- 
cumstances. The chief aversion 
Which some people have to orders is, 
what I fancy you will roihove m such 
as you converse with. J take it to 
be owing partly to dress, and parti} 
to the avowed profession of religion 
A young clergyman, that has distin- 
guislied bis geuiub by a composition 
or two of a polite nature, and is c apa- 
blc of dressing himself and lus leli 
gion in a difforeut manner from the 
generality of his profession, that 
without formality, is certainly a gen- 
teel character. I speak tins not witli 
any sly design to advise, but to iiiti- 
I mate that i think you very capable 
of ahtning in a dai^k-colourod co it 
Fott must consider me yet as a in in 
of the world, aud endeavouring to 
elicit that plea fluro from gaiety which 
my reason tells me 1 sfoalJ never find, 
it is impossible to express how stupid ■ 
1 have been ever siheet came home, 
insomuch that I canpot write a com- 
mon letter without six repetitions 
Thk is the third time t have begun 
yours, and you seo what stuff it is 
made np of. 1 most e*en hasten to 
matter of fiidit Which is the comforta- 
ble resodroe of dull iieoplot though, 
leven mu to that, I havh notliing to 
eommtinicftto. Bat I would be glad 
to know, whether you are undOr a 
noceseity Of residing on week days; 
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and, if not, why I may not oxpeot 
you a day or two at the Eeasowe^ ve*- 
ry soon. Bid you make any inquiry 
concerning the number of my poems 
sold at Oxford 1 Or did you hear 
^^ny thing concerning it that con- 
cerns me to hear 1 — Will. S*— (for 


sit— every ; little uneasiness is suffi- 
[ejient to introduce my whole, trmn of 
melancholy considerations, end to 
make me utterly dissatisfied with 
Uie life I now lead, and the life which 
t foresee I shall lead. I am angry, 
and envious, and dejected, and Iran* 


"^hat ia his true name) is the excess tic^ and disregard all present things, 

[J J i..-- 1 


of simptjKnIy aiid good nature. He 
seems to have a(} the industry imagi- 
nabie to divert /and amuse people, 
without any ambitious ends to serve, 
or almost any concern whetlier he 
has so much as a laugh allowed to 
his stories, any farther than as a 
laugh is an indication that people are 
delighted. This, joined with hisl 
turn of thought, renders him quifes 
agreeable, I wish, it were in my 
power to conciliate acquum^ait^^ 
with half his ; ease. Pray dp not de^j 
lay writing to me. Adieu. 


LETTER V. 

Mr, Shmstoae to a JPriend^ eyaross^^ 
ir^ hu Dissatisfaction at 
Mmmer qf Ljfc in vtMch he ;its 
engaged, • 

Dear sir, , , , v; 

I wonder I have not he^d frdm, 
•^you lately*— of you indeed I ha% 
from Mr. W — jlf yoU could ,come 
over, probably I tiligb^ ^ 
you for a dky J^ iti^Ul ifor my horse, I 
think, gets and may,. 

with mdu%enhO« 
journey. I 

about sev^rtd'matosif^Q 
opinkn 

builtv iihd iN>Uf u foumey , wf 
de4g» '-flind' " 


less 

1^--- 


berless, , 

^wjtbis ywr,' 



just as becomes a madman to do. 1 
am infinitely pleased (though it is a 
gloomy joy) with the application of 
Dr. $wijf%’s complaint, ‘Uhat he is 
forced to die in a rage, like a poison- 
ed rat in a hole. ’V My soul is no 
more suited to the dguro t make, 
than a cable rope to a cambric nee- 
cHe i — cannot hear to see the ad- 
vantages alienated, which X think 1 * 
could d|eserve and relish ko much 
[more th^ that have them;: No- 
[thtUg 0^ I^ticnce hut the 

soothinn syiUpathy of a /frfond^ ahd 
that wiS^nly turn my mge into sim-r 
pie melanc&ly.— *X believe Soon ,1 
shall li^ar to ^ nobody. 1 do 
all hereabouts already/ except one or 
two. vl will have hiy timfov brought 
upon my tabfo in my hhsehce, and 
the fotiidied/ aWay in my ah- 

[senc^'^. arid nobody' shall sec me ; 
for X Can liever hear to appear^ ih the 
same stupid mediocrity for y^ars to* 
ge ^^9 and gain no ground. vA^ Mr^ 

complained to me (and>. 1 
think, you too, both, unjustly), 
km no chsiracier.’ — X have in foy . 

sc^ R 

cheeked by want i(n &|n;ri|ts f . enfoe 
sdiidity^^ but it is . 

iKkElw iitiw 

Wk« m ' tiniij 

tion, ''iuiid'’wii^<S;,5^,''fa(!eiabry,.'^‘ 
cdtdd iipf’''. " 



.te.I 
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lbtteh vl 

4fr. Skenstone to Mr* Grmtts^ on Ber 
nemhnte tmd JPrmt>dship, 

The Leasowes, Jan. 19 , 1741 - 2 . 

Boar Mr. Gravoa, 

I cannoi forbear immediately writ- 
ing to you : the pleasure your last 
letter gave loe, put it out of my pow- 
er to restrain the overflowings of my 
benevolence. 1 can easily conceive, 
that, ujion some extraordinary in- 
stancf s pf friendship, my heart might 
be $i fort aUowjlri that I could not 
bear any restraint upon my abdity to 
show my gratitude. It is an obser-^ 
vation 1 madn upon reading to-day’s 
paper, which contains an account of 
C- iCbevenhuUor’a success in favour 
of the queen of Hungaty. To think 
what sublime aflection must mfluenpe 
that poor unfljrtuuate queen^ should 
a faithful and Ksaloiis general re- 
venge her upon her enemies, and ro^ 
store her ruined affairs! 

Had a person sliown an esteem 
and affection for me, jomed with any 
eleganoe or without any elegance in 
the expression pf it,, f should have 
boon m acute pain till 1 had given 
^somo sign of my willingness to serve 
him. From all this, t Gonolude that 
1 have more humanity than ia»ne 
others. 

Probably enough I shall nevpr 
ipeet with a larger share of happiness 
tli^in 1 ibel gt present. If not, I am; 
thoroughly PP^uced, my pdn » 
greatly supetimr *e mf jneasure. 
That |3e«snre i!$ de- 

pendent on the mindy t kigtw ftom 
ihhi, that 1 ha^ einipyed happier 
Slones in fmme 

wSis I ail the tiiiie youi^ 

I'iSrfexfevSW 

Inedutut ameuBt toal 
! year MnU 


i 


^11 , iMjr 


thus, '‘Would you diel*' To set 
the case upon a right footing, they 
must take away the hopes of greater 
happiness in this life, the fears of 
greater misery hereafter, together 
with the bodily pain of dying, anJ 
address mo in a disposition l^twixt ) 
mirth and melancholy ; and X cou^ ^ 
easily resolve them. ^ 

X do not know hpw 1 am launched 
out so far into this complaint ; it is, 
perhaps, a strain of constitutional 
whining; the effect of the wind-^i<l 
it pome from the winds 1 to the winds 
will I deliver it. 

I will be as happy as my foiluno 
will permit, and make others ho ; 

Jl^>np me ptgris ubi nulla eampi^ 
j|<rbor WBtiva rcf reatur aura— — ^ 

I will be so. The joke is, that 
the description which you gave of 
that country was, that you had fow 
trees about you ; so that 1 should trick 
fortune if she should grant my peti- 
tion implicitly. But, in earnest, I 
intend to come and stay a day or two 
with you next summer. 

Mr. Whistler is at Mr. Gosling’s, 
bookseller^ at the Mitre and Crown, 
in Fleet Street, and inquired much 
a^er you in his last letter to me. Ho 
writes to me ; but 1 believe his af- 
fection for one weighs less with him 
wbil^ town is in the other scale , 
though he is very obliging. 1 do luf 
know whether 1 do right, when I say 
I believe we three, ths,t is, in solitary 
circumstatices^rh|iVqi;^pqual idea of, 
and alfection for, other. I say, . 
supposing each to be alone, or in the 
country^ whicb is Ih© ; 
for, scenes alter mMe as much as 
the air inflqi^CBS hi^a. For lu- 
stanoe, when Mr. Wilqstler isintown, 

I suppose we hi^e Met tmtter than he 
[does us; and wbep we are in town, 

J( the santm m-y be said in 

to him* ^ y 

The true burlfssque of Spenadr, 


1V. lihll# 


• ustwwi 

iiwiiniilhT 


W diOMi dim pIsitW, wSsrr ii6 tre<^ 
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iM^hose cbaraeteristic in dimpHcliy^ : 
serins to consist in. a simple tepre^ 
sentation of stiCh things as one laughs 
to see or to observe one’s self, rather 
than in ahy monstrous contrast be^ 
r**‘i^ixt the thoughts and words. I 
caimot help thinking, that my added 
'^^^dftaHfMw«4^ave more of his manner 
than wha^you saw before, which you 
are not a judge V till you have read 
him. 


LETTER VII. 

Mr. Shmstone to Mr- ChrqBoos. 


1743. 


Dear sir, 


I long hetotUy to talk a^irs 
with you but^ an ttt> 

ter enemy to the fatigue of transcrib- 
ing what might pass well enough in 
conversation. , I shtill say nouting 
more concerning my departure from 
L-^, than that it was necf^sary, and 
therefore excusable. { haye b^n, 
since with a gentleman Upon the 
borders of Wales, Bishop’s i Ca^tlei 
from whence 1 made a di^r^sion 
one day beyond Oda’s I^ke ; saw 
mountains which converted all that 
1 had seen into mdle-hills; and 
houses, which changed the Leaspwes 
Hampton Court: where ibeyj 
^Ik of a glaajfed window a» a pieeni 

Ity ia, thathe 
as ’amire 

man'df the 'ihiiiv' 
teeli that'it^.Tfas?' 

Vi 

■ You • ■' 

married .''wo^ld 
make 

Vin^gome^pesa^ 'giy'0 ,0ne'a>Sib^',^<i 
dread' -of tbe^mlt^. 

; natuted* and _ 

t heir-own stato'bei«u^ 


of magn&eni!^; 
highest' idea’iSf^J^, . 

• can ride ip sucb a i^ 
Jon^ ht 


happy; like; persons that have the 
plague, who, they say, are er^t de- 
sirous to propagate the infeCti^." ' I 
make a contrary conclusion when 
you commend marriage, as you sOem 

to do, when you wish Miss may 

reconcile me to more than the name 
of wife. I know not wh<ttyott have 
heard of my amour ; probably more 
than I can thoroughly confirm to 
yon. And what if I Should say to 
you/ that marriage was not once the 
sumect of our conversation 7 
Do not you think every thing; in 
nature strangely improved since you 
were married, from the tea table to 
the warming "pant 

I want to see Mrs* Jago’s hand- 
writing, that I may judgd of her tem- 
per ; ‘but sho^ must wrUie itomeibing in 
my praise. ^ Pray see yOu to it, in yoiit' 
heil'letfen 

I could pirodi^ my lord Cartorot’a 
letter from Dettingen, if I had ithf 
me. Mrs. Arnold (thanks be praia- 
od I) has this day gained a very con-’ 
sxdert^le yictoty. The scold lasted ^ 
two hdura^ . Mrs. was post-f 

od in ball> and-Mw. Arnold.up<m 
the staircase ; which BUporiority; of 
ground was, of: no swiah service to 
W in the engagement. The fire 
iaated. the whole j^ace, without in- 
tormiasion ; at the clbsa of which the : 
enemy was routed, , and Mrs. ArnoldV 

idi you heUr the sc^ to the tund' 

of>The.€ucJfebwrV'’:‘ 

■ ''t; 



The 

i.kts echo* admoUtl^^.''.' ' V’'*';* 
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Hjfy am too mdoleiilt take otie. 
-A4i6u. \' '■ 


LETTER Vm. 


Mt*. to Mr: Gr axles ; writ- 

; ^ ' Hifiyest . ' \ 

’ ' ' ' " ' ’ July 3, )tt4i’ ; 

;'■* '' Dear Mr.' graves, ' 

; 1 did not|)art firdm ybo wiitmt a 
great deil of m^lanehciy- To tfarik 
ot the shprt duration of tho^e ihter- 
yifews wkich are the 6bjec^' hf 0^0% 
continual wishes, has oeeu reito- 
ti^Ki that has plagued ' tu^ hf. did. ' t 
a^ sure 1 returned homd With it 
t1|en/ inure ^gravated» as ' 1 lbresa>v 
nn^self retutn;^ t<>. the s|me /Mrje$ 
of hielahc1|^oIy hours frdim Whifcih‘ 
you had a { while relieyed mOi >iid 
Which I^^had particularly sttifered dri- 
der diis last spriugMv X wish to 
God you might happen to be settled 
h0.t fer from : me : a dity's j^htney 
diatiSilce/ however ; I tneim w ,easy' 
pne^ But the odds are infinitely 
, against mej ' X mw^t dnly rdly for iny 
^ hapj^iheiM on the h<^s of a rifeydr^’ 
{ ceasing corre^ndjsntW t 

Soon a^r you ^ were gone I re- 
ceived my jwtdket 7'Thd BQjbtdry of 
Worcestershlre is iheie stulF, 

Ij^m so fpnd of, that I believe I shaiil 
,h%f,.^i$^paTt' bodnd' 






being a morn winter-piece for naked- 
ness,'' ' ’ 

At present I give myself up to 
tiding and thoughtlessness ; being ’ 
resolved to make trial of their elfica- 
cy towards a tolerable degree oY*^^ 
health and spirits, 1 wish I had 
yoii'for ray director* I ' 

ceed with great confideiiw of suc- 
cess ; though' I aA brought , very 
low by two or three fits of a fever 
since I saw yod. Had I written to 
ycKu in the midst of ray dispirited 
coUditidn, as I was going, you would 
have had a more tender and uii- 
afiheted. letter than 1 can write at 
another time; what 1 think, per- 
haps, at all times ; but what sickness 
can alone elicit from a temper fear- 
M of whining. 

' ; Suri^y \^e nunc formo&issimus an- 
iet to be limited to hay harvest. 
t Could give my reasons: hut you 
Will linage them to be, the activity 
of ebuntryi people in a pleasing em- 
ployment the ftill verdure of the 
summer ; the prime of pinks, wood- 
bines, jasmihes, d&c. 1 am old, 
very old ; for few things give me so 
much mechanical pleasure as lolling 
bn' a temk in the very heat of the 
sun, ' ■''/ 

W? ^1^ W play 

pit a sudhiiji)i^ hoUday.'’ 

yet it is as mut^ ji» I can d i 
ke^'i ACrSj, ArneP^ from going 
heigb^boiii^g her sgiook, 

snvd0fl|(ite;<i^:<i!^ibA known 

T ■ ^ ; t ' 

iSian;’;Sr4;i^^ ■ ,W^' ' Open 

rcai^nltlv^lhe" battle ' 1 

' V* :pcrceiv- 


#ie in ’view 


WiiWn of' die year. 
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> About half the appetite, digestioDi 
strength, ^irits, &c. of a mower, 
wcMild make me the happiest of mor^ 
tals ! 1 would bemiderstooti literally 
and precisely. Adieu* 


LETTER IX. 

Mr. ShmHmew Mr. Graves; ajfieir 
the Dhappoirktmnt of a VisiU 

Tho'Leawwea, NtW. 9, 1743. 

Dear sir, . 

r am tempted to begin my letter 
as Memmius does his harsmgue, 
Malta me dehoriatiiur a voiis^ ni 
studiwin virtutis vestree omriia exsu~ 
peret*^* You contrive interview^ 
of about a minute’s duration ; ind 
you make appointments in order to 
disappoint one ; and yet, at the same 
time that yolir proceedings are thus 
vexatious, force one to bear testi- 
mony to the inestimable value of 
your friendship r I do insist upon tt,' 
that you ought to compound for the 
disappointment ;yOu have i&aused me, 
by a little letter every post yeti' stay 
in town. * I shall now scarce * see 
you till next suniiner, or :«^«prmg "at 
soonest; and then I may probably 
■take occasion to visit ypu, under pre- 
lericc of seeing Derbyshire. , iVu^th 
your prints, have: given me soi^ 
^ curiosity to se^; tbe origlnkf pl^ 
am grateftd 

with regard'''’* to'; giyittg,' ''bfi 

theni, .abd '' iinpiW^ *ih "desiring^ 
, you^ to 

know 
th^ . 

bdt aid,;toprc ft®’' yi‘ 

opinion noti^ 

t^n '' fbe'" ';W9r)jj5''cahnori^ 

Maoy things ^ 

.did r " — ^ 


are admmbly expressive pf the 
sound, I dare say ; I mean: jointly 
With its echo^ and so, Iksuppose, 
you will think, if you ever fttto^ded 
to the Tower guns, i find< I can- 
not aftbrd to go to Bath previohsly 
to my London journey ; though I 
look upon it as a proper method to 
make my residence in town more 
agreeable. 1 shall probably be there 
about the first of December ; or bie^ 
tore, if 1 can accelerate my friend 
Whistler’s journey- The pen I write 
with is tile most , disagreeable of 
pens \ But 1 have little else to say ; 
only this^that our good friend Jack 
Doiman is dead at Aldridge, his fa- 
ther’s benefice* . i * 

i beg, if. you have leisure, you 
would, inclose, me ip a frank the fol- 
lowing songs, with' tJhe nbtos: SteL 
Ia> and 'Fla via/ Qentle Jessy,” 

Sylvia, wilt thoU waste tiy prime 
arid any other that is new* 1 should , 
be glad of that number of the Bri- 
tish Orph#s which has my song in 
it, if ' it does, not cost above sixpence* 
Make my to your brb- 

thbr told sister ; ^md believe me, in 
the Comtoon Jrojrmsr but in no cou'*' 

iu^ .degto^, <f^eaf Mti* Graveses most 
i^ctionate and servant; /. 

Do Wrh« out Ute ji whole ballad of 
Thef^krdn stood behind a Tree/ 

' ' '' V ' •' ' ^ ' ' 




i"' • | . ;; t j .,,■■■ ; 
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fprbW _ 

idltirb no«^ ho eximi^ \ 

ih« affair you; bttVe in iii la 

(Enough Ibr me ;if you w*® "eneude the 
h^eedohi I h^ye takeh* i hare often 
known deiay prbduoe'goodvodecta m 
some ^casea^/Whioh erbii ^gaoHy it^ 
seif (iiould iibl ourtoouMV hXi4, if I 
thought 1 Would 

preach to tebbihiftbiid It abW* Yon 
kno^y 2 hare' vary Utile of tlfo ten^ 
per <3^ an, al4eThiam i ,vl aipibst hate 
the Mea of wealthihbMa as hi^eh aa 
the word. |t seeiha to mb to harry 
a ho^on 6f ;ft4^bsa; etc^h^ and 
ihaigbifieailGy;’ It is t W dispoaitiOu 

• iMAVk alAn,£i ‘mSwA H'mw 


of mine that , oao akwie giv^ 
^weight to the advioe I se^ fohyfbis 
iil^bvee; n »6 not to ’gw it; tjhfaugh: 
V^hjT;' :jpkriiality‘'’'to forthhni’ ■’'''Ae, to 
’I hope,;'is*«j 

6 hred''of:'’t^ Vame Lhih«t erervfearej 
for you, In any eiroumstanceai 
the regard iahad alwaye fhbWm 
any that Ihe^toge to you^ 1 daitnot 
like you mes or moib. Thow drop 
into othbir matter^. BcrgeOj Ilteby 
;;il' taken <at;kst ; ^pTay^ what llm 

sentimentb'^^ of your p( 4 iticel bo|hpM 
j!|ions T I dined sotne time agb witii 
'\mt* Lyttblion ■ 

;'b««th ,agreed/,it 

; thousand men to the Fteheh ; whiieh 
fa a light iff whieff^ I\, neyor^ :;nsed* to 
eonaidar 


nUffiw^ reserriag none fbr poor art 
aiiid!«i:b* But if J ever live* and am 
ahle to 'perfect my eohemes* I shaM 
n^ d(^air of pjemdiig the few I 
first ihegan with*, the few fiends pre* 
Judiced HI my favour 1 and then -Fk> ^ 
C 0 p&r iOiuUgHatm’e^,* CenBures 
will not affect me t ^ f am ^ 

strong in vanity* that Ufby will pass 
>y me as the idle wiuddvhich X regard 
notk 1 think it pretty near eqiial* in a 
country place, whether y^^gafn the 
small number of tastersj^Mne large 
utowa of the vuloi^fBe latter 
are more frequeuiql^llilt' with, and 
situpent, and stare much more. 
Pgut One would choose to please a 
i:^w ffiends of taste before mob or 
^litry* the great vulgar or the small ^ 
^OaUse tlier^n one gratUles bpt,lf 
one*d Bocitd ^ssions and one’s pruM 
that is* one’s self4ove/ Abov-WWl 
thiUgsj^ would wish to please you ; 
!iB|ffd have > Uriah that projects 
or is prominent beyond the rest, it is 
to i^e yod plabed tO yout satisfaction 
near me f* ifiit Fiortune ; must vary 
from her usual treatment before she 
^purs inb so far. Apd yet there 
was b, time* n^hen one might proba^ 
'bly ha^ /piravidi^ knew 

n«ff was so 

Ihiricatbly 0i]:ffliurstanced<^y sur- 


it**'’, J j ' 

thiKs'^ou p^we'|cii^oi|^F';'n^'h.;^' 


/ were 



;Mht I £^ve. 

w^,i. B%rm|| ■ttf'ajfTTO «»y friend 

tp uso' 

/,.' |^fitAh^"re|ati0ns^ 


useV^,, 
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& necessary one. In shortt when 1 

Z tcll you the whole afipair at lei*^ 
i, you will own it to be of such a 
nature, that I must be ever in sua^ 
pensc concerning my behaviour, and 
of course shall never reflect on it with 
pleasure. Believe me, with the tru- 
tfi* aSbetion, yours, 

* \ 

LETTER XI. 

Mr, Shenstone td Mr, Graves, 

It ifl «K)incwhere alxiut the of 
8ept. 1747 ; and 1 write from 
The Leasowes. 

Dear sir^ 

] think I have lived to out-corre- 
spond almost all my correspondents ; 
whether you arc the last that ie to be 
subdued, I will not say ; the rest are 
so fatigued, that they are not able to 
achieve a line. Apprised of this, 
and being by nature disposed to 
have mercy on the vanquished ("jpar-* 
cere suhjectis), I seldom write a syl- 
lable more than is requisite to fur« 
ther some scheme, or ascertain 
some interview, the latter of these 
being the purpose of this mine epis- 
tle. I am in great hopes 1 shall bo 
at liberty to see you ere many weeks 
"be jiast ; and would beg of you, in 
the mean time, to inform me, by a 
letter, when I am likely, or when 
.very unlikely, to meet with you at 
home. I am detained, |u8i at pre- 
sent, by continuail eapectatione of 
tlie Hagley family* 

As f was returning from ohuicb 
on Sunday last, whom should I 
meet, in a chaise with two toses 
l«^ngthways, but that right friendly 
hard Mr. Thomson *1 XoompUutenied 
him upon his arrival in this cpunm« 
and asked him to accompany JMbr* 
Lyttelton to the Leaaowea, wmeh be 
said be would with abundance of 
pleasure : and so we parted. Ton 
will observe, that the more stsesa I 
lay^qppiKtbis visit, and the more t 


discover to you, the more substan* 
tial is my apology for deferring mine 
into Warwickshire* I own, 1 am 
pleased with the prospect of Viewing 
them something at the Leasowes 
beyond what they expect. I have 
begun my terrace on the high hill 
1 showed you, made some constdera* 
ble improvements in VirgiPs Grove, 
and finished a walk from it to the 
house, afror a manner which you wiU 
approve. They are going to build a 
castle in tlie park round the lodge, 
which, if well executed, must have 
a good effect; and they arc going 
likewise to build a rotund to ter** 
minato the vista. The fault is, that 
they anticipate every thing which I • 
propose to do when f become rich ; 
but as that is never likely to ho, per- 
haps it is not of any importance; 
but what 1 term rich, implies no 
great deal ; I believe you arc a wit- 
ness to the moderation of my de» 
sires ; and I flatter myself that you 
will ^licve your friend in that re- 
spect something above the vulgar. 

If I come to your house, positively 
I will not go to see Mr. M "-* — . 
He has been twice as near me as 
the Grange, with Ir-*- , and 

never deemed my place worth see- 
ing. I doubt, you are a little too 
modest in praising it wherever you 
Why do not you applaud it with 
h hands, Utroque pelluef 1 am 
so very partial to my native place, 
that it seems a miracle to me that it 
is not more famous* But 1 complain 
unjustly of you ; for, as you have 
always GontribnU^ to tny happiness), 
you nave taken every opportunity tp 
contribute to my figure. I wish I 
eould say the same of some whp 
have it more m their power, 

1 have yei about a thousand thiuM 
to say to you« not now, though ; ^ 

Xr— h’s Tiaii I reserve till 1 see y<WM 
A coach with a coronet iSnap^Uy 
kind of plunnomtmm at my 4^, 
^w pretucr, except the such 

« friend as you ; fbr X do want 
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the grace fo prefer a gem^rotts and 
spirited fnend^ip to all the gewgaws 
tfiui ambition can contrive. 1 have 
wrote out my Megies, and heartily 
wish you had them to look over Ik> 
foie 1 come.^I hnow not hqw to 
send them. — 1 shall bring and leave 
some poetry with you.—” Thvs ef 
adores /”* ov ratheir a proper covering 
for ” Thas^ et adores^ ei fiprr, et 
gukquid rhartis amicituf 
Adieu! doar sir, believe me overi 
yours. 


LETTER XII. 

• Hfr. 8hen$t(Mii>e to Mr, Groton, 


1747. 

Dear sir, 

Being just roiurned from a small 
excursion, it was with the utmost 
pleasure that 1 read over your letter ; 
and, though H abounds both in wit 
and waggery, T sit down incontinentp^ 
ly to answer it with none. 

The agreeableness of your letters 
is now heightened by the surprise 
they give me. I must own, I have 
thought you in a manner lost to the 
amusements in which you onc/c de- 
lighted, correspondences, works of 
taste and fancy, 6sc If you think 
the opinion woHh removing, you 
need only favour me with such alct- 
ler now and then, and 1 will place 
you (m my imagination) where you 
shall see alt the iavourttos of fortune 
Cringing at your feet. 

I think T could add about half a 
doaen hints to ymir observations on 
elootrfoity, which migfht at leuit dis« 
guiae the foots: ehd then why wiQ 
you Md it into some newspsper^ 
or mont% pamphlet t You might 
disetwdf yourlteir to Whom you have 
a mindi f ti ^u)dg||ive m^re than or- 


dinary pleasuro at this time. — Some 
other will take the hint.* — ‘Pity y<uir 
piece should not have the advantage 
of novelty a$ well as of wit ! 

I dined and stayed a night with 
Br. E — ; he was oxtreinelj? obliging,^ 
and £ am glad of such a friend to 
visit at B— . He a^ked niudutfigl^ 
you.-— lie allowed mc^is 4!Tvid — I 
advised him to finish ^mo one epis- 
tle highly, that he might show it.— 
The whole will not take, though it 
goes against me to tell him so. I 
should be glad he could succeed at 
B — ; and could 1 serve him, it would 
be with a safe conscience, for 1 take 
him to excel the rest of B — ’s physi- 
cians far in {loint of stieculation and 
diligence, dec. 

I rt»nid you the song you asked for, 
and request of you to write me out your 
new edition of the Election Verses; 
and, at your leisure, a copy of the 
poem which we altered. 

THE LAKK. 

Oo, timefitl bird, that ^lailci\t tho 
To Ilnphw^N'wiwlo'tV *speed tl»‘^ 

And thou* on quiv’nnir pmioiw nw, 

And tliere voc at ui t dibpUy 

And if fthe tjbiy note^ (u h«*ar, 

And tf she pratge thy mattii song ; 

Tell her. the Miinda lliat sooth her eai, 
simple Drihidk birds Iwkwg 

TrfI her in livelier piuroet atrayM, 

ThO bird irom Inutaii ipiHives may shuic 

But ask the loy el> , initial mtiid, 

What are bis notes comitar'd to tUino * " 

t ^ 

• Then hid her troat th^t wiiIofs lienu 
^ And nil his inoUey rare 'wiUi scotn ; 

Ami heal deserving Pamon'fwoe, 

! Wha frin^hor prsuae, and ungv forlorn. 

I am, air, your most faithful friend 
and serviiintB 


tBTTERf XIIL 

Mfi 

The LsAMiwea, March 93, t747-0. ^ 

sir, 

I tiwi’« H^nt Tom over 
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which r left Under your in9|ie^ 
i^n having nothing to add Upon 
l/this head, but that the iiw>re freely'^ 
and particttlariy you givo me your 
the greater will be the obli- 
*^tion which I shall haye to acknoAV- 
lenige; 

J shall be very glad if 1 happen to 
receive a gu(^ large bundle of your 
own compo^tions ; in regard to 
which, I will observe any com- 
mands which you shall please to lay 
upon me. 

I am favoured with a certain cor- 
respondence, by way of letter, which 
I told you *1 should be glad to cul- 
tivate ; and I find it very entertain^ 
iiig. , . 

Pray did you receive my answer to 
your last letter, sent by way of Lon- 
don? I should be extremely sorry 
to be debarred the pleasure of writs 
ing to you b| the post, as often as 1 
feel a violent propensity to describe 
the notable incidents of my life; 
which amount to about as much as 
the tinsel of your, little boy’s hobby- 
horse. 

1 am on the point of purchasing a 
couple of busts for the niches of my 
hall ; and believe me, my good friend, 
1 never proceed one step iii.bnia- 
. meriting ray little fkrm, but I enjoy | 
the hopes of rendering it more agree- 
able to you, and the small circle of 
iicquainiance which sometimes far 
vour me wdih their company. 

I shall be extremely glad to sef[ 
you and Mr. Fan^our^ whbn. the 
trees are. green; 4tiat is^ in May; 
but I would not ' haVe,; ypu . conleut 
yourself; with a Sum-' 

mejT. If Mr. Hardy (io 
will make my compliments^id^in^^ 
to favour me so fari, you 
late so as to OH him i whbnr 

hb finds it. convenient ; 
have of 

to him when 
rby lord Piimity comos , |j 

Won^r ' how; -to . . iWouM . ® 


^cheruO\' I am ■" 


299 
a silver 


ing a 'hdlS®'' ' 

atandishi.' , ’ ' ' 

. I have had a oonple of paintings 
given me since you were here. One 
of them is a Madonna, valued, as it is 
jeaid, at ten guineas in Italy, but 
Which you would hardly purchase at 
theprice of five shillings. However, I 
am endeavouring to make it out to be 
one of Carlo Maratt's, who was a first 
hand; < and^ famous for Madonnas ; 
even so as to be nick-named Cartuc- 
eta dalle Metdonm^^ by Salvator Rosa. 
Twq letters of the cypher (CM) , 
agree; what shall 1 do with regard 
to the third? It is^ a small piece, 
and sadly blackened. It is about the ' 
size (though not quite the shape^ ofi 
the Bacchus over the parlour door, 
and has much such a frame. 

A person may amuse himself al- 
most as cheaply as he pleases. 1 
find no small delight in rearing all 
sorts o$)poultry ; geese, turkeys, pul- 
lets, ducks, dLc. 1 am also some- 
what smitten with a blackbird which 
I have purchased: a. very fipe one ; 
brother % father, but not by mot^her, 
to the unfortunate bird, you so beau- 
tifully describe, a copy of which de- 
scription you must not fail to send 
me ^but as I said before, ono may 
easily habituate pne!s self to cheap 
amusements ; that is, rural ones (finr. , 
all to\vn arn^ments are horridly eabr 
pensive) ;-—t would have you ; 

yate your garden ; plant flowe^isi. 
have a >ird or two in tlie hall (thay ' . 
[will at least amuse your childranjf;^;’;;. 
[write now and then a aong ; buy now; ’ ; 
and then a i boohj write now -and 
then a letter ; to your most sincere * 
friend, and affacjdonate servant., v- 

^ o£ criticism,: 

verses* ■,tlmt''ybn;nciay - 

to ‘ oav4,rr4*:* .this. ' ■ 

ashamed to i thihhi^ tW' 
tiOular,''ehdald Me#ive. ihf' ' 1" 
[ever,: 'iwrijte ;in,. /my 'my " 

Mrai.|a8biS^he'Can 
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go » little abroad, you •ay.-^Tell 
her, I should be proud to show her 
the Leasowes. Adied ! 


LETTER XIV. 

Mr. ^henstone to ilfr. 

Marriage* 


This was written Att^usl SU, 1748 j 
but not sent ull the 

Boar sir, 

How little soever I am inclined to 
write at this time, 1 cannot bear that 
you should censure me o^ unkind- 
ness in seeming to overlook the lale 
Change in your situation. It Will, tj 
hope, bo esteemed superfluous in mej 
to send you my most cordial wishes 
that you may be happy ; but it will, 
perhaps, be something more signifi- 
cant to say, that I believe you will ; 
building my opinion on the^ know- 
ledge 1 have long had of your own 
temper, and the account you give me 
of the person whom you have made 
choice of, to whom I desire you to 
pay my sincere and most afTccuunate 
compliments. 

I shall always be glad to find you 
prasmtibtts though I should 

always be pleased when I saw you 
tmtantem mqf 0 ra.f 1 think you 
should neglect no opportunity at this 
time of life to push your fortune so 
&r as an elegant competency, that 
you be not embarrassed with those 
kind of solicitudeu toerards the even- 
ing of your day- 

T Would have you acquire^ if possi-l 
bte, What the world calls, with some' 
propriety, an easy fortune ; and what 
1 interprH a fortune as allows 
of somd inaocnracy and inattention, 
that onq^ may not be ocmiiimaUy in 
au^tpense'kbout the laying out a sbO'*! 
ling. This kind of advice may seem 
oxtiemely famej but if 

^ PieiufSd with ths pimm. ^ 

t Autmpnngf 


it carries any haughty air, I will ob- 
viate it by owning that I never acieitj 
as I say. I have lost my road to’'» 
happiness, I confess; and instead 
of pursuing the way to the fine lawns 
and venerable oaks which distingui.^h * 
the region of it, 1 am got into the pi- 
on Aisitifu! parterre-garden of amusement^-* 
and view the nobler se^nhs at a dis- 
tance. 1 think T can see the road 
too that leads the better way, and 
can j^how it others ; but I have many 
miles to measure back before I can 
get into it myself, and no kind of re- 
solution to take a single step. My 
chief amusements at present are the 
same they have long been, and lie 
scattered about my farm. The 
French have what they call a/iorc/t/e 
ornee ; I suppose, approaching about 
as near to a garden as the park at 
Hagley. J give my place the title 
of a ferme omh ; though, if I had 
money, I should hardly confine my- 
self to such decorations as that 
name requires, t liave made great 
improvements ; and the consequence 
is, that 1 long to have yc»n see them. 

I have not heard whether Mias — 's 
match proceeded.—-! suppose your 
objections wore grounded on the per- 
son’s age and temper ; and that they 
had the less weight, as they su].)posed 
you acted indiscroetly yourself: I 
can say but little on the occasion. 
You know — ~ better than I do* 
Only this I must add, that I have so , 
great an esteem for your sister, that 
It will bo necessary to n>y ease, that 
whoever miuties her ebe should be 
happy* 

1 haveJtttie hopes that 1 shall now 
see Jou often in this country ; though 
it would be you, in all probability, as 
1^11 as any, that wotiTd take a jour- 
itey of fifty mi)e8)i 

** To iWs the of tbs iwm of man.’* 

The truth mf affiiim are misertt-. 
Uy embroiled) by hiy bwn negli- 
gence, and me nonpayment 6f te-, 
nants. I believe I shall be forced to 
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fleize on on« next week fyt, three 
ears and a half’s rent| due 
dy-day ; an affair to which I ;#p 
greatly averse, both thrpiigh ind^j 
^ience and compassion. 1 hr^e, h<>w* 
*^^«ver, I shall he always able (as I am 
sure I shall be desirous) to entertaidj 
a friend of a phiiosophical regimenal 
such as yo4 and Mr. Whistler; 
that will be all I can do. 

Hagley park is considerably Jm^ 
proved since you were here,, and tliey 
nave built a castle by way of ruin on 
the highest part of it, which' is just 
seen from my wood ; but by the re^| 
moval of a tree or two (growing in ai 
wood that joins .to the park, and 
which, fortunately enough, belongs 
to Mr. Dolman and me) 1 believe it 
may be rendered a considerable ob- 
ject here. 

I purpose to write^ to Mr. Whistler 
either this post or the next. The 
fears you seemed in. upon my ac- 
count aro very kind,, hut have ,iio 
grounds. I am, dear Mr. habi-* 
tually and sincerely your, 

,My humble service to your neigh- 
— hours. — Smith (whom you knew 
at Derby) will publish a printof my 
grove in a sma^I collection^ 


LETTER XV. 

Mr, Shmst4>ne ta Mr, vfUh m 
Inmuaim to the JUmevtJfSi 

... , 

Dear Mr. • 

, I hardly know whaler 
prudent in me to..own,^^itll"^ ^ 
you a long letter upon the 
your last, which I h^vo noV ^ 
table. I condemn this habi]^ 
self entirely, and slmuld, £ 
bo .very unhi^pjr, if my fti 
nay exaniplo^ ohouid be imjuV 
contract tlo T|>e ttetp 

^had noti^expressed niyiamf in it 



mind, and 

bjundersi ipiird interUuit)^; ypt, such 
as it was, it had wOaried nay ’atten- 
tion, and given ine disinclination to 
begin it aiVesh. I am now ihipatient 
to remove any ^ruple you im^jr-jiave 
concerning my grateful sense of all 
ypur.favours, ana the invariable con- 
tinuance of my affection and es- 
teem* — I find by your last obliging 
letter, that my .machinations and de- 
vices are not eptirely private, — Vou 
knew of my draught of Hagley cas- 
tle about the bigness of a barley- 
corn; you knisW of opr intended vi^t 
to lady Luxboircugh’s : and I must 
add, Mr. Thomas Hall knew of my 
contrivance for the embeUishment 
of Mr. Hardy’s hoii^.' Nothing is 
there hid that shall hot be revealed. 
Our visit to Barels is now over and 
past. Lady Euxborough has seen 
Hagley castle in the original : and as 
to my ^osire that my draught might 
be shown to no Christian soul, yoU 
surely did but ill comply with it, 
when youi showed , that drawing to a 
clergyman. However, you may have 
acted up to my real meaning, if yua 
have taken care not to show it to any 
connoisseur. I meant chiefly to 
against any bit^ tlmt 
Uie niles ; in whose eyes, I am kiitc, 
it Sould m>t turii to my brUdlt. ! ferny 

j' Alii:,!,,. 



advantage in repairing' 
bid that one m»y deviateftb!^; , 
the rt^s without tiiay extraordiuai^v 
^censure..; ■ - ' : . 

I will pot brouble ybu noWvWt^^ 
many The intent of 

yourcom^/ 
»'^b^s,this' weef 

allow y$a^ A\^or^'' ' 

Wii 


T«5Pt’f 
■paay v_. 
shdu^t^ 
'vjettien^:' 
.OB. 

seech *" 
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you would let no 9inall inoonyestenee 
prevent your being hereron Monidayv 
Af to tny visit to lobenetpuv you 
depend up(»i it noon a^er V and { 
hope you will not stand, upon ' ^nc- 
tilio, when I mehlion iny . inclination 
that you may all take n walk through 
my coppices before, their beauty is 
much impaired^j Were I ina rpnght- 
ly vein, 1 would aiei at aayjng some- 
tliing genteel by. way pf .inaawer to 
Mrs. . Jago> compliment . |Lf ;it is^ 1 
can only thank her for thesubstancor 
and ap^aud the politeness of it ^ I 
postpone all othe? matters till I see 
you. i^ l am, habitually and sincerely, 
your,. &c.- , ■ - 

« I beg my iK)m|dim^ts to Mtv Har» 
dy., 

P. S. i «iinf-ndt acf^Ui^UHned, my 
dear friend, to send you a blank page ; 
nor can I be. opntetnt to.do so now. j 

I thank you very sensibly for ,tho 
verses with which you hopour me. I 
think them good lines, and so do 
others that have seen them; but you 
will give m^ leave, when I^see. you, to 
pi^po^ some little. alteration. .As to 
an f^istle, it would be executed^ with 
diAeulty, and I would have it turn to 
ymt ci!<^dit as w^W ^ 
you havh oeriMhly atMiuw^ 
ease in writing :;>and‘$X 
to think that you wnte 
forth will be universalily '^Peiv 

sons that haye seon you* JSegi^B 
f* The Blackbirds^’ hest,%'i!t iii most' 
assuredly the most, I; 


few feiends i and if they drop me, 1 
become a wretched misanthrope. ^ 




LETTER XVI/ 


fr^ Sken^tone to a JF^iend disc^ointc" 
in^ Mm of a visit. 


Who pretend tb grWtIi 
foresee that ** The 

ate .ySfUr ■' . Poor MiiJi ' 


i«n ;ii| 


CAU' 



od knows*., 




on Mr. N--^ i he has disap- 
pc^nted me of the most soeosonabic 
viait.that heart could wish or desire. 
My flowers in Idossom, my walks 
neWly- cleaned, my neighbours invit- 
ed, and I Imigiiie^ing for lack of your 
company! Meantime you are going 
to dance attendance on a courtier.—^ 
Would to God he may disappoint 
you ! according ''to the usual practice 
of those gentlemen ; I mean, by giv- 
ing you a far better living llian you 
ever expected. 

I have no sooner made than I am 
ready to recall that wish, in order to 
substitute another in its place ; winch 
is, that yertt may rather squat- your- 
self down Upon a fat goose living in 
Warwickshire, or one in Stafforcl- 
shire, or perhaps Worcestershire, of 
the same denomination* 1 do not 
mention Shropshire, because 1 think 
1 am more remote from the main 
body of that; county than 1 am from 
either of ■ the others. But, never- 
theless^ by ail means wait on Mr. 

show him all respect, yet so 
Os hot to lay but any of the profits of 
ybnr ecmiiugent living in a black 
velv^ Waistcoat and breeches to ap- 
True merit need- 
Besides, perad- ' 
mby »Pt receive 'iheBrst 
qbato’l ,io^ihe of it this half year* 




dy ^do i^ethihg for 
j^brbihOr ; fciit you shall 
i^jfo'Ireiand,' tbit la, Certsun, 
liaii a dobnWy Vhbt for less 
/dbilbte Patrick’s, -if 


'.X^,Wer ’your 
bur- 

Ab’:!me^''iie,y6u 

*''“*“* ’* "'iW di^. 
>■ 


rm. 
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may. A week is elapsed siuoo yoO 
began to be detained ; you may sure* 
^yty come over in a ibrtnight now at 
farthest ; 1 will be at borne. However, 
^writes directly , you know our letters 
are long ujmn their journey. I ex* 
pocted jou the beginning of every 
week* till i received >our lag^t letter, 
impatiently. 

h\)r iny own part, I liegin to wean 
myself from all hopes and expectations 
whatever. I f<*ed my wiid*ducks, and 
J water iny carnations; happy enough, 
if 1 could cxtinguibli rny ambition 
cpjjlo, or indulge (what T hope I feel 
ill an equal degree) tlie desire of 
being something more lieiicficini m 
my .sphere. Perhaps some few other 
circumstances would want also to be 
adjusted, 

f have just read lord Bolingbroke*-? 
fhice Letters, which 1 like as much 
a& luoHt pieces of politics I ever read. 
1 admire, especially, the spirit of the 
style. I as much admire the oditor^s 
un|)Opular preface. I know the fa* 
mily hitherto seemed to make it a 
point to conceal Pope's affair ; and 
now, the editor, under lord IVs in- 
spection, not only relates, but iin itos 
people to think the worst of it. What 
collateral reasons my lord may have 
^ lor thinking ill of Mr. Pope, I cannot 
huy ; Init surely it is not poUtioal to 
lessen a person's character that had 
done one so much honour* I am, 
dear sir, your, &c, 

I have this moment received a long 
letter from lady Luxborough; and 
you are to lof^k on ail f said concern- 
ing both lord Bolingbrokc^s adkir and 
her resentment as pmm^Ute. My 
lady\s daughter and son4n4i^yf vteit 
her next week. ^ 

LETTER XVII. ‘ 


fore you can receive this letter by the 
post, that T Cannot think sof subject* 
ing my thanks for your last, or my 
hopes of seeing you soon, to such an 
uncertainty* 1 shall now have it in 
my power to niecf you at Mr, Wrea’a 
immediately, so would lose no time 
in requesting your company hero 
next week, if you plca^r. J hope Mrs. 
Jago also Will accompany you, and 
that you will set out the tirst day 
[of tho week, even Moiulay ; that you 
I may not leave me in less than siv 
days’ time, under a pretence of neco.s* 
siiy. As to tho terses you were so 
kind to convey, I will take occabion, 
I when you come, 


To fimJ m\f !ik<» <i theinl. 
Hoinctlunqp u» hknie, dtid miekW i« comiitcnd ’ 


1 say no more at present on that 
head. 

1 love to read verses, but I write 
none. J will not say none ; l<>r f 
wrote tlu* following at breakfast yes- 
terday, and they are all 1 have wiote 
since 1 saw you. They are now in 
one of tho rof>t houses of Virgil’s 
Grove, for tho admonition of my good 
friends the vulgar ; of whom I have 
multitudes every Sundajr evening, and 
who very fortunately believe in fairies, 
and are no judges of poeliry. 


*• Tlisfc* uy eotil grot, and mossy cell. 

Wo tripping f<miw aiul <»nries d 
Thou^irttwy wvn 1»y moital eje, 

Oft <i<) Ibo moon, asTf'udod 
I Ouns ihroagh yon Umes bor <IU)V^ ityg beain> 
I Wo ftlsk it isror this crystal streuyu. 


" Then fiiar to Sj:«o 3 thear sttci cd bowers j 
Nor wotUid tlic frhrubs* nor 1 1 op the flowers , 
So may year path with sweets abouiul, 

So may y^ cpucly wiUi test 1»c crowaVI t 
But iU hoti<i« or y^bh or swatit, 

Who dares ibe^jb MmwM haunts proCoie.’' 




( 


Jtfr. Skenstane fo Mr, Jag0* 

From the {.leasowos, as tt aii^ia!** pti 
a tamy evening, Juno 17f?. 

Dear Sir* 

It wou^ld probably bo so kUig be^ 


I suppose tho rotund at Hagluy^is 
completed ; but I have not sedth it 
hitherto ; neither do I pftei* Jitnirney 
or visit any where^ mteeps when a 
shrub or dower is upon thn point of 
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blosBomin/^ near my walks. I forget 
one visit I lately made in the neigh* 
bourhoody to a ]^oung clergyman of 
taste and ingenuity, tiis name k Fix* 
cl ) ; he pJay^ iijieiy n|>on flue viohn, 
and very well upon the harpsichord ; 
has eet many things to rnuisic, some 
in the soft way, with winch I was much 
delighted, lie is youngs and has 
time to improve hiinsidf. Ho gave 
me an opportunity of being acquaint- 
ed with him, by frequent visiting, and 
introducing company to my walks. 
I met him one morning with an 
Italian in my grove, and our ac- 
quaintance has been growing over 
since, lie has a share in an estate 
^ that is near me, and lives there at 
present ; but 1 doubt will not do so 
long ; when you come, I will send 
for him. Have you road my lord 
Bolingbroke's Essays on Patriotism, 
&.C. ? and have you read Merope t 
and do you take in the Magazin des 
Londres? and pray how docs your 
garden flourish 1 1 warrant you do 
not yet know the difleronce betwixt 
a ranunculus and an anemone — God 
help ye 1 Come to me, and be in- 
formed of the nature of all plants, 
•* from the cedar on Mount Lebanon 
to the hyssop that springeth out of 
the wall."^* pray do not foil to deco- 
rate your new garden, whence you 
may tramqplant all kinds of flowers 
into your verses. If by chance you 
make a visit at I*—*—- fifty years 
henee, from some distant part of 
EngiSnd, shall you lairgut th^s little 
angle where you vmd to muse and 
sing ? I 

f expect by the return of ’STom to 
receive a trifle Jhat will amfUMl you. 
It is asmaBjpif seal of VideV^ Imadj 
given bt v5i*>W!.io a relatton'of 
mihe^ who pnblhUhed VMh, and j^fro* 
duoed VertWB intp iciness- Per* 
haps yOtt leipmM TristMii Of 
Hamptos^, we^hphi 

th us from scItOoI; H was bis. rtto, 
very eordialiy, yeWm. » 


LETTER XVIII. 

^ ' 

Mr.JS^ensitmeicC^ — iJBrg. ‘ 


The l.eascnves, Nctv. 2, 

Dear sir, 

It never can be that I owe you for 
three letters : as to two, 1 will agree 
I with you ; one that I received to- 
gether with my books, and the other 
soon afrer; but that I am indebted 
fiir more than these— * 


Credat Judieu$ Apelb, 
Nott 


Even that same Judaus Apdla who 
alTords me this very opportunity of 
sending my compUments to you and 
Mis. W* — , and of assuring you that 
if r had not purposed to have seen 
>ou, 1 had wrote to you long ago. 

Master Harris talks very respect- 
fully of your garden ; and we have 
no dispute, save only in one point — 
he says, that you labour very hard in 
your vocation ; whereas 1 am not 
willing to allow that all the work you 
ever did, or will do in it, is worth a 
single bunch of radishes. Howeverp-. 
[ dare not coiifradiot him too much, 
becauso he waits for my letter. 

How happy are you that can hold ^ 
up your spade, and cry, “ Avaunt, 
Satan when a toyman oflers you 
his deceitful vanities ! Do not you 
rejoice inwardly, and pride your.self 
greatly in your own philosophy 


IV Athenian ctessed a rtitt'rSng fair - 

hy and «i^tl be walked the 

tbsi, Uaiwt, gtiapi pwfriae, and 

tVa Mars’s Hill b!^ awiol eyei, 

A]mI» * Wbai a warld I sever waitt V be cries." 

pAnasiL. 


Meantiitmsflo ntot despise o1;hers that 
can And any needful amusemeiiit in 
drbat, t tbmk, Bunm very aptly 
calls Vanii^ Fair $ I have beep at it 

« twtheJawApebab4liavait,ae(l. ) 
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many tim^s t)ji«! H^a^on, and have 
bought many kinds ot nirichaiKliso, 
‘ there, ft le a part of philosophy^ to 
adapt one’s passions to one^a way of 
life ; and the solitary unsooial sphere 
in which I move makes mo think it 
happy that T can retain a relish 
for such trifles as I can draw into 
it. Meantime, I dare not reason too 
much open this head. Reason, like 
the famous cOncavo mirror at Paris, 
would in two minutes vitrify all the 
Jew’s Pack : [ mean» that it would 
immediately destroy all the form, 
colour, and beauty, of every thing 
that IS not merely uS(‘ful. But 1 
ramble loo far, and you do not want 
such sperulatious. My intent, wlicn 
1 snt down, was to tell you that 1 
shall probably see you very soon, 
and certainly remain in the mean 
time, and at all times, sir, your, &c. 


LETTER XIX. 

Mr. Skviisfme to Mr. Oravei.on 
the Death qf Mr. IShemione's jBro* 
ther. 

The LaSMtowos, Fell 
Dear Mr. Graves, 
f You will be amazed at my long 
silence ; and it might reasonably ex^ 
cite some disgust, if my days had 
parsed of late in the manner they! 
used to do : but i am not the matt 1 
was ; perhaps 1 never shall be. 
Alas! my dearest friend! I hkve 
lost my only broUier I and, binds iho 
fatal doae of Noveml^r, 1 hate had 
neither peace nor reipj^tfe ton agch 
nixing though^ ! *' , 

You, 1 think, havp seon my httk* 
ther; but porhape had no < 
tunily of distinguishing fuin 
the gfou^ of others whoni*ite>^ji 
good-natured men! This part c^f Us 
character was so visible ipi hiS 
tebance, that ho ' was generally f^i 
lotred at sight; I. who must m-ntA 
lowed to hnow him, do assure yhu, 
Voi,. iH. Nos. 47 4H 


that luM understanding was no way 
Oiforior to hiS benevolence, lit* 
bad not only a sound judgmenti but a 
lively wit and genuine humour. As 
these were many times eclipsed by his 
native baslifulncss, so his benevo- 
lence only suffered by being shown to 
an excess. I here mean his giving 
too indiscriminately into those jovim 
meetings of compony, where the 
warmth of a social temper is disco- 
vered with least rcsflcrve; but the 
virtues of his head and heart would 
soon have shone without alloy. The 
flubles of bis youth wero wearing 
off ; and his afiection tor mo and re- 
gard to my advice, with his own 
good sense, would »oon have render- 
ed him all that f could have wished 
ih a successor. I never in iny hfe 
knew a person more sincere in the 
expression of his love or dislike. 
But It was the former that suited 
the propensity of his heart ; the 
latter was as transient as the starts 
of passion that occasioned it. In 
sho^, with much true genius and 
real fortitude, he was. according 
to the English acceptation, ** a truly 
honest man;” and t tiiink I may 
alsd add, a truly English cliaracter ; 
bul '*Iiabeo, aMt mnto 
trem ef maiifafi, Chremr /”* All 
thla have I lost in him. Ite is now 
in regard to this world no more than 
a luOre idea i and this idea, there- 
flire, though deeply tinged lyith me- 
lancholy, I must, and surely ought 
to, cherish and preserve* 

1 tielicvO I wrote you some ac- 
count of his illness last spring ; from 
which to all ho was 

tolerahlj^ He took 


Afar, luM yjifliilwt ftbowt vrHk me, 
jittrine t))illk’w(tn|nibr cimtOr 

mcr; w* rojr |il9wsm« wwwwmt 
dttKitiom OiBtit Mtti btiaitf, 
Vhe pwbBeumonjr uW* 
|der wlti«h ho Wwured ^ the eprlog 

‘ . iJbn. I. tiki f My'> j|«y, I hut . bnitbrf 
amt (Hand,OhiioDfitb. 

] Th9 iatdl arrow w4» ui iiu sido 
X 
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terminaled in m of the’ 

. lApige to the 1^: coul4< 

novel* lie but ujj^n; hia 1 ;%^ aide; 
end tbta^^ iMi^ho leather 
, ocx^a^oiii^ en ^bstracti^ couid 
tteverl^ «^|:hibunt6d;i^/ ■ 
^hdogh ray rea^;vj^waipi^ 
me^bf the evein, I waa not the moi^e 
pr^atbd me not dwell 

un^ it> tt ia iftltegother 
able in every r^p^t,>^and ipy iili%; 
ginit^b senniin more aasid^ tn 
edAchig pain from this oocni^pn, 
than 1 ever yet found it in adniinW 
rarrag to my pleasure. This; hurts 
11 # ,U> no purpobe-r^I know it ; and 
yiS, when ' I have avocated ray 
thoughts, and fixbd them for a while 
up^ ieorampn^:arau{»^ent$« 1 su^ 
the same sort of coiiaeiousness m it 
X were guilty olf a crime. Belipve 
me/ihialliaa behn t1^ most sensible 
affliction X ever felt in my life and 
you, who know ray ahkiety when J 
had Alt' less ^reason to c6mplran, wffi 
more easily it now^Vthanrl 

am able' to 't&acribe it- i'"'' ' ry^ 

*',v|.',oaiinot' pretend te'^ fiS 'up’'» n^. 
pA|b* with ray hsUal aubjfecte;^ ^ 
alfeDuHrfha^ yeb|for ;|mir 

hate thhra,/’i Wfi|t can^|;nbit':bap^n? 
from ^ my ;;' 8 e}|tary% r|opes - thr^|i? 
them« botlaaerib!^-''oi»^'ia|^ 
'ilebtto^' aaA'ivkjiS^ 


eotnetiin 

wih,,ruii 


like those lines pf Milton 
U ever in ray thoughts : / 

^^'Tinis, With Uwj y^r, ' \- 


'■ui6b|(^ss'r«air»i} hut pfXio me^ums ' 

' iabiroUtOF^^ smile, al evS^ ibora." ^ ^ 

I iihall ; tbeb 8 ^m /to wake from 
amiiii^entS;l ebnipany, every son pf 
iMbldatipn i^ith which I have been 
endeavouring to lull my grief asleep, 
da from a dream ; and I shall foel as 
if I were, that instant, despoiled of 
iUl I haye chiefly valued for thirty 
years toother ; of all my present 
iiappia^s, and all my future pros- 
pects. The melody of birds, which 
he no more must hear ; the cheerful 
beams of the sun, of which he no 
more must partake; every wonted 
I pleasure will produce that sort of 
pain to Which my temper is most ob- 
noxious. Do not consider this as 
poetry. Poetry oh such occasions 
is ho more than literal truth- In 
the present case it is les^ ; for half 
I the ^hdor;»o^ I is altogether 
^haphibss hdd ihhxpressibfo^^ 

[ ' After the world 
Ukdy’ 'perbaps/'bsteem ■ me /a gainer. 
Ill do tbcy iudjgbpf this' event, Who 
of mhends 

[hah’'|^iiiPaA^^ of a bro* 

of all 
^cession df ^ 
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reflect lu>w lon^ it is si^ce I received 
your proiient, and liow much longer 
it is since 1 received your letter. I 
have been resohing to write to you 
almost daily ever since you left me ; 
ydt have fi^lishly enough permitted 
^vocations (of infinitoly less impor** 
tance than your correspondence) to 
interfere with my gratitude, my 
terest, and my inclination. What 
apology [ have to mahe, though ho 
way adequate to my uogligencCy is 
in short as follows. After the re* 
cri|>t of your letter, I deferred writ* 
ing till I could speak of ihe arrival 
of your picture. This did not hap- 
pen till about a month or five weeks 
ago, when I was embarrassed with 
masons, oarrors, carpenters, and 
company, all at a time. And though 
It were idle enough to say, that 1 
could not find one vacant hour for 
roy purpose, yet in truth my head^ 
was so confused by these multifari- 
ous distractions, that ] could have 
written nothing satisfactory either to 
myself or you ; nothing worth a sin- 
gle penny, stipposing the postage 
were to cost you wo iholre. The 
workmen had not finished my rooms 
a minute, when lady Luicwroagh, 
Mrs. Davies, and Mr« Outing arrived, 
with five servants and a set of 
horses, to stay with mo ioi some 
time. After a nine dov^ visit, I te- 
tunied with them to Barels, where 
1 continued for a week ; and whi- 
ther (by the way) I go again with 
]c^*> Dudley in about a ibrtnight’s 
‘Ifime. Other company filled up tl^e 
ifiterstieea of my summer ; 'and I 
hope my dear friend will apeept of 
this apology for so long a chdam of 
silence, during which f hsiv^e been 
uniformly at his service) and true to 
that inviolable ftiendsK^ 1 shidHYer 
bear him. ^ ^ * ' ' 

I proceed now to 
the distinction you show p 

ing me your pMmt I do 
sincerely. It is 'assuredly i torttof 
likeness, su my lady tuahcr<mg1 


with all her servants, that have seen 
you, pronounce, as well alt I ; conse- 
quently more valuable to a friend 
Uian a face ho does not know, though 
it were one of Raphael's. The 
smile about the mouth is bad ; as it 
agrees but ill with the gravity of the 
eyes, and as a smile ever so little 
oytti has a bad efthet in a picture 
where it is constant, though it may 
be ever so graceful in a person where 
it is transitory. However, this may 
be altered, when T can meet with a 
good painter. 1 have no other ob- 
jection, but to the prominence of the 
belly. The hair, I think, is good ; 
and the coat and band no way ex- 
ceptionable. 1 have given it all ihe ' 
advaximge T can : it has a good light, 
and makes part of an elegant ehim- 
ney-pieoe in a genteel, though JittJe 
break faht room, at the end of my 
house. 

Mr. Whistler and I are now upon 
forms, and two or three friendly let- 
ters have been interchanged belwiil 
us. He presses me fo come to 
Whitchurch, and f him fo come over 
to the Leasowes; but the winter 
coineth, when no man can visit. 
The dispute is adjusted by time, 
whilst we are arguing it by eixpostu- 
iationwHno uncommon event in mo«»t 
sublunary projects! 

l^ady Luxbcxrou^h said very ex- 
traordinary things in praise of Mrs. 
Q^, after you foft us at Barels: 
yet 1 sinoeroly believe no more than 
she deserves. I took the liberty of 
showing her your totter hare, as it 
include a complMaeni to her which 
1 thought parilcttlorly gentecl--«Bf*e 
Will always cohM^ you «s a person 
of ai^ im fiffond. 

During Wosl of %hin iuotiiner, 
(wherein i hdfo seert much mfmpany 
either here or at lord Dudley^), I 
have been aimost constanily ehgt#|)A 
in one cOntmoipd oceito of wUmf* 

I endeatoured to AM fultof Ctom 
icJi sort of itiasipatton^^tJlUMi^ whoir 
hod once given into it, I was 




EIJSC^Kl] j^#TtEiS. 


ir- 




,, v^^paiiat.; ^J| 


H.3f,iii,thftj 
■l0ir', faced 





■ .tww-./.' : ' '■:- ;;■’. " " ‘ .-,, ^ 

’ |.:didi aot, .l^ii« ':,i|iijr,BW^ise M ,a| 
bo^i:^ ;to Q^. t Imd a do- 
's ,,aea, .Qr.tWofy^ioh'I, 

cp^dt j^To liked^ bad iKey vei^n %t-i 
tpi^ fidlaliod. ^rhey’vSvjere good 
dvkly white pnamS, .with 'bowers, 
SifC, ; huthfi^i^ygih, md hot f?cu- 
rately iMuintea.! . I beg- iny bi^t 
viae to her« and wUl )paa^^ Cbrhah ea^ 
accept, this 

^wkwM Iptieir ^or. the ^pre^h^;'\ Ih , 
a pbiste I will write* ..agifair ; i^©- . 
iif ve m - ■ 

aslabe! ' 



jwito^dyearai^r. J whiaj^ted ;|(yr. dif* 
at Hi^^yi how v 

dehi^^ libihttd tho subject, i^d hpw 

hwrdjt wa©-iio'«h|^^ ^ 

Others!; 

^ 1 — ^avipg twice ^ 
, , idingaco^ 

;;,;te 7|8ir. jGeorge, ,I was 
j ^ to iDiy ]p^ce,^y a -fresh 
^/:whtehr l 1 teusf.of ne- 

hereupon, ‘1 bej^eech you : 
pmlcnljar and in general, as a cri- 
bad ftate 

of ^hich I complained m iin 

my , iast> for a long time together 
h»;^e mo utterly irresolute : every 
thiug occasioned me suspense ; and 
.1 did nothing with appetite.— -This 
was owing in a grhat ineasnro to a 
Blow nervous fever, .as|{ have since* 
discovered by ipany Concurrent symp- 
tppm., I jtii'n^ Rearing off 

hy-'ide^ee^ '-I' ahtipipate a 

hWeM Jihat d^ight^* which 

- ■ 
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eleg&lit the 

*■ whereUi/dU^uikB 'fist llfwllh gijetft 



amaseni&Ets «s^ 

^vfes, I siiall atwid a; gbbd 

baviag it rec^vad witli parti^^. 

She lives' the life of a veS^aii^. ' jSne 
haa written my lady i| 

very settees letter of colidoien^ ep- 
on the mii^fortunein her familf ^ ^il 
need enough hais lady Lua:ht>r^g)) 
of so unchangeable a friend; ^firfsure 
nothing could have happ^j^; to/a 
person in her situation niore^specii^; 
cally unforttm^e. Mr., iReynolds 
has been at Bat^s, 1 hear, arid has 
brought her a machine that goes in- 
to a coat-p0ket> yet answers the end 
of a jaok a rcading*desk, 

a cribbagG-bo^d; a pair of snuffers, 
a ruler, ari e^l46^4peh riile, three 
pair of nut‘4^aek^y 'a iSmorirs^ 
two candl<^cf:s, ^ a pitjto-boardj, 
and the' £^rd MoWs whall^ 

Can you;'^r!Jf^^^ri'idea'dfitf 
can, do you ' hbt nmtd; giire 

me pain tb^ thdt!^ I tay^lf a^ , 

useful 
paltry bit 

ny ? ' 'Bdt,' iridi^i; ';^i^5t<;'|tf^^'dS' 
to these' 
well; and' 

I told 


;b^er 

Sghbbujr;*'that'fiii'eitMr^ ‘ 

lueness,libsiftte)re^or' lid^ 
‘]^u#iesii Mveifi 'tide‘of 
i(a'‘irifirivehtSfi^"itffloat:^ but :theNjpfe^’ 
t W able to aWiui^ ^u, tho mo 
airbua amlf of yoUr letter^'; Widen ' 
aSMl »rie/ th» trues?! entrirtidniheiil 
e^en when ruy imirita ale^ever so 

is' 'Ihe ‘ lot' 'of patueiik ■ ■ 
fhht you arid I the s^aie 

[time that we. despise, ia worth aB 
that either fortOhe ^ iktdi^ can be^ 
stow. ‘ ^ '' •' - >’ 

I am, With endir4!aBb^d6ri; yj(^^ 




tE^T’I^ISR xxa; 


^ mthe 

WU'Stlcr,^^, 

. ,, ',' ' ' TM IjefiSow<>»i Jaa^ % 17^. 

^CfrU^sres, ' , v "v' ";. ^ ^ 

. account offipdt^ 

'liiehd' -WhMer^h'^'dbUdi ’ Wfcsf ' 

thik' 

"though';!' arii^vuiry'^Ul able to 
writov nporiv ti^ bhd, woriid 

wd^ngiy havewaVbdIit lunger, but for 

dooi^oy. ^ 
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[fic^oK ir. 


Mr. do all' 


out little strife^ j^n4,l]^c|ketifnente apt we< entertain 

pear to us at 1 may{ fei*^ 


with comfbrjt that they were 

not of a sort that touohed- the vitals 
of ^ur friendship ^ and i ipay sayi 
that we fondly lOyed apd^ ^eem^ 
each other^Jof necessity. Poor BfL 
Whistler ! hot a single acijuaihtapoe 
hayhl hot a ;^hgle piottite; f»' 

curbsity hare I pnrch^d^ lipt a'siii- 
-» ^"^iven to my 


plaitdy either the. dtderdnt degrees 


plaee,:mnce ha w^ lak 1 , _ 

have had^^^hls approbation and his 
amusement in tny Oye. 1 will as- 
suredly mseribe my larger urn to his 
memory ; nor shall I pass it without a 
^ piecing melancholy dhring the re- 
mainder of my days. . We have each 
of ps receiyira a pleasure horn his 
' ; ' enhWeatiot^ which no other convert 
satipn can ajpS>rd us itt our prompt 
time of life; , , , ^ 

Adieu 1 my dear friend 1 they our 
remembrance of the person we have 
lost be the strong and everlasting Ce- 
ment of bur affectionl Assure; |dir. 
John Whistler of the regard, I 
foy him» vpen his own account, ^ 
.well aa jbil brother’s. , , Write to me i 


tuhityi 



jfpu ha'^e, 
y»^h;hay0,orhh/ 


jm 

_ tp;he , , , 

. J I begL jpj epnipliments^ to" 1M& j 

Graves. 


'' ’ a; 'A.,, 







__ hi^;^eyerair ^ (I may also 
add ;^e difference of ' 

tershy^an the ordinal style and : 
1#^ of the tetters, we address-tb^^ 
ih^mr - i'\ 'v\ ' \ 

I ^bhtess to you, that I am eons!-* 
derabl^ htortih^ by Mr. Jobn W-— *s 
conduct hr regard to my letters to his 
brotimr ; and, rather than they should 
have; been so unnecessartly destroy- 
ed, would have given more money 
than it is allowable for me to men- 
tion with' decency. I look upon iny 
tetters as some of my ^hrf-d'mmres ; 
and, could 1 be supposed to have the 
least pretensions to propriety of style 
or sentiment, I should imagine it 
must appear principally in my tetters 
to his brother, and one or two more 
friends. I considered them . as the 
records of a friendship that will be 
always dear to^me, and aa the histo- 


ry of i|^<inmd for these twenty years 
test ptiS The amusement I should 
have found in the perusal them 
would have bpew ^ aftogether inno* 
C(^t | and I would gladly have pre- 
» if it were only to ejt- 


r'brot]im*te.' ' 


I shall jf^yeserve of 
f'hp shobid ,ahow 


bit&Jr ma iprV them so,; very little 
as not te consiulilma with re- 
I! can by no means con- 
is'/.^'nbt nneus- 
tomwv tO^^the surviv- 

iifiiiendi -'i' no 'smawer. tO'the 

— 


yii^idch ''t ’te ^ ^ ^ 

l^dislldp brother , 

#ye;- 

' itf '^:at \ the 
-^--^itandtehyun 

andmdeh 
j^roasMe 

ualtett 



'ii , 

lirJ'i-'i't'O'fiJi' 



*'rt . 1 ' , V 
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wUl ihat through Wiilieaai 
I have ;seiit you bach your copy in 
which I have mado $ouiio erasemewtlf, 
> instoad of givhig jnbuomy reasons 
L which those erasOmejutS were foupdr; 
^yBd. Truth is, it seema to me to a?ant 
Eighty few variations from whal is 
now the present text ; and that, upon! 
one more perusal, you . will ’h(9 able j 
to give it as much perfection as you f 
mean it to have. And yet, did , Icl 
suppose you would insert it in Dods- 
ley*s Collection, as I see no reason 
yop have to the contrary, 1 would 
take any paina about it that you would 
desire me. I must beg another copy, 
at your leisure. . m 

I should like the inscription you 
mention upon a real stone urn, which 
you purchase very reasonable at Bath: 
but you must not risque it upon the 
vase you mention, on any account 
whatever. : ^ 

Now r mention Bathi; I must ac- 
quaint you, that I have req^f^d in* 
telligeqoe Jrom the younger Dodaley, 
that his brother i$ n0w Uiere, and] 
that libne of the papers I sent hiih 
are yet sent to preSs ; .that he,^ 
pects his brother home about, I the, 
fourth or fifth of Nj|t?kember, jwhop he 
proceeds With hifS pfibljcatio^., 
sibly you rnay go to Bath Whilst , he ia 
there, aiid^ if sOj my oboosc 
an interview.^. •. if 

I shall ^d two OB three vlittte 
pieces of my own,: in hop^ that yon 
will adjust ’the,feaidh^, .'and 
^bem as sbbh as ;yoti ooiiimnlehM 
' "'can. AB i can send 

f+Ode to Mem<fey4- H shaft ^ 

■ iashpleco' 

4he .manner, of 
.^T^he ';first pog^ 
ra«it';be afready‘ '■ 

pro|m^ ^ 


Older j 


,,|^^ER/I?XIV,' ■ . ; 

' V£’ , ; V' ’ ‘ 

MA We^^^Mr, .... 

: Yoq use inei%ry cruelly : youiihave 
yenx me but one letter since i fiaye 
b^n at Oxford, and that too agreea- 
ble, not to make me seWible how 
great my lose Is in not haying more. 
Next, to seeing you is the.pleasure of 
^ing your J^d-writing: : next to 
hearing you is this pleasure, of hear- 
ing from you. , ReaJlyfandf sincerely 
I wonder at ybu, that yqu /tbougb|t H 
not worth WhiJe to answjer. my last, 
letter. , \ ho^ this will have fetter 
success in behalf of qmnSmt 
school-fellow; in behalf of oiia who 
has walked hand in hand with, you, 
like the two children in the wood^ 

Tlrfo^ fnaiiy a flowery paUi toad shelly girot, 
Where leaxtiing' lull ’d m in her private maze. ' 

The very thought; ^ou see,^ tips my 
pert with poetry, and brings Eton to 
my yiew. Consider me very seri- 
ously here in a Grange cp^ntry, in- 

JoCtbrs^^ htastera ’o(\ Aitky a 
c^ntry flowing with syllc^isms and 
■«de, , where. 'Horace /j'ahd ' wgft ' are 
equiiliy unkinuwn i^^jeoh'Sider' '"mo, I 
sky, "in this melafiohoty light; and 
then think if something hi not due 
to yo.urk, d^o.. ' 

:* .Ft S. J iilesirC you.Wift send me 
li^find isl^ ahd 
wry of yoUr own time, : 


.^y.; 



moBt “ ' 



wji >■ > i' V; ,v .7 tTlsEftS' ' 

'.>Vv>v ,v.' "'Jr 

' ‘ ‘V. - ■ ‘ ' “"y ' , 
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I toll you It ]«i occasioned wholly by 
the hurry 1 am m to got to a place 
where 1 expect to moot with no other 
pleasure than the sight of you, fbr I 
am preparing Mndon in a few 
days at furthest. I do not wonder 
in the least at yom ihi^uent blaming 
my mdotenco, it ought rather to he 
called ingratitude^ an4 I em obliged 
to your goodness spltening so 
harsh an appellation. When we 
meet, It will, however, bp irty great- i 
i St of pleasures to know what you 
do, what you read, and how you 
spend your time, d^c. d&e , and to 
tf 11 you wiiat 1 do noi read, and how 
1 do not, &>c , for almost all the cm- 
^ ploymont of my hours may bp best 
explained by negatives ; take my 
word and experience upon it, doing 
nothing IS a most amusing busmc<ts , 
and yet neither something nor no- 
thing gives me any pleasure When 
you have seen one of my days, you 
have seen a whole year of my life , 
they go round and round like the 
blind horse in iho mill , only he has 
the satisfaction oi fancying he makes 
e pi ogress, and gets some ground ; 
my eyes are open enough to see the 
same dull prospect, and to know 
that having made fOOr^oaniLtwenty 
toic/pB more, I shall be just where t 
was , f itmy. better than most people, 
say my life is but a span, were I not 
afraid lest you shoiUd not believe 
that a pc^rson so shoit-hved could 
vvnte even so long a letter as this ; in 
short, 1 believe i must not^ ilend you 
the hifttory of my own timp, till 1 
can semi yon that also of the 
formation.* However, <^ii the most 
undeserving peojde m t}ie world 
must sure nave the vanity to wish 
somebody bad a regard fcr them, so 
I need not wonder Uft my own, m 
bemg pleased that you care about 
me. Tott need not doubt, therefore, 
of having a (Srin m the front 
hox of mf Ijddj teartr,* add I belieyo 


yon ate not in danger of being 
crowded there . it is asking you t<i 
an old play, Indeed, but you will 
bn candid enough to excuse the 
whole pieco for the sake of a few 
U^lefabfe lines. J 

for this little while post 1 ha>«ir 
been playing with Statms ; we yes^^ 
torday had a game of quoits together , 
you will easily Ibrgive me foi haiiiig 
broke Ins head, as you may lu\e a 
little pique to hun 1 bond you my 
translation, f which I did not engage 
m because I liked that part oi the 
poem, nor do T now send it to you 
breauso 1 think it deserves it, but 
merely to show you how 1 mi-»pend 
my dajs. 


Third la tlic I iIhmus nf thr Disc came on 
With stuid\ sti p dtirt sKitu IJippomc dou . 

ArOui <uid sttou^ he pi^ised Uit. vt^clJ koowi, 
weight, 

Phlcgyas warned and fir’d h> Mnobthius 
fate, 

Tliat to amd, and tht^ to emuhto 
Hw vjMrolls anil ho trird bifoic he fimig, 
lltnc'a itwi v<s. iukI c \ riy siuow strung , 

1 ben with a ttmpoiit 'j whirl .wd w m y c) e 
iu% < dst, and nuifd the oib on high , 
The orb on hioph U nacK>u$ of its courw, 

True U) the m^hn arm that|.a>i ii ftwro 
Tdir oycrkayifi all bowid* and to see 
lU mittt nt l^d ^e^urc ol \ iciory 
riic theaUe’i»^theuheig^ittuui wood|^ wall 
'rremble ere it precfpu™ ds lull , 
Thopond’roa^inasrt cHoksintbo ilutMDbgrotut 1 
Whuo va)04, and woodt, and echoing hilh ic 
bouud 

Af when from sniokitig ^mnnuit bioke, 

The eyeless Cytktps h« uVM dk crAggy rock. 
Where Orean SaMs benetth th< dadnnj^ um , 
pSTUiig cutgips rotmd Uie \offiwl lo u , 

’Twac th«c be adaM Ort meditated Ji tnn, 

And s( arce t/lVfiWs tcapM ht't giant aim 
A twpr'a nnUq toe viebsr hor^* a^ay, 

W«h sDots and anfiil laljoui gav , 

A mltiinglKirder round the mar|[pn mlrd, 

And calm d thS tewonof hu daws lugold, 


T wtrtrt 

“ Mr, Gfray. 

C»iWtCM»0h,nay34,17% 
t agtc« With you tjhat you h<iv« 
broko SttUiai's head, but it ii> in like 

t Tin, ttoniinUKl n* obuit ilQ W., whn* 
warb srkt ticpi|mtOT> ; and as it i»ea Mr GiayV 
IkA atumifit in Knamn verse, u is a enrioeity 
ntH idH eaiwdy withbeld hm the reodei 
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manner as Apolio broke Hyacinth’s, 
you have foiled him infinitely at his 
own weapon : I must insist on seeing 
rest of your translation, and then 
fl will examine it entire^ and compare 
wUh the Latinj and be very wise 
a^ severe, and put on an infloxible 
iace, such as becomes the character 
of a truo son of Aristarchus, of hy*'* 
percritical memory. In the mean 
while 

Aqd calm'd iho torroi s of hi^ clawt in gold 


IS cxdctly Statiue^iShnimos avro /lum^ 
*^imfcrai rw^i^es, I never knew be- 
fore that the golden faugs on ham- 
mer-cloths were so old a fashion. 
Your “ Hymeneal”^ I was told was 
the best intJie Cambridge Collection 
l)(*fore I saw it, and indeed it is no 
gloat conipiiment to tell you 1 thougiit 
.^o when 1 had scon it, but sincerely 
It pleased mo best. Methinks ilie 
college bards have run into a str0gc 
t.istc on this occasion. Such soil 
iiiimeaiiing stuflT about Venus and* 
Cupid, and Fcleua and' Thetis, and 
Zephyrs and Dryads was never read. 
As for my poor little Edoguc, it hop 
been condemned and hoheaded by 
our Westmiaiitar judges; an exor^ 
dium ofaboiiallmteen linos absolute, 
ly cut offf and ^ other limbs quarter* 
cd ill a most barbarous xminxier. I 
will send it you in my next as my 
(rue and lawful heir, in exclu* 
sion of the pretender, who has 
the impudence to appear under my 
jjvnw. 

As yet 1 have not looked into Sir 
Isaac. Public djsputatfons I hate; 
inaUbemaucs 1 rOvOrenoe: history, 
morality, and natural philoaolihy^, 
have the greatest charms in ftiy 
eye; but who can forget poo» 
try! Tlidy call it idleness, hut 
It is surely the most ouehanting 
thing lu tho world. 1 am, dear 
sir, yours, d&c. 

. ** Publisher! m the C^lbrirke Cullerikm of 

Veisos, on ihe Prihra^ of Waha'I ihrunagc. 


LGTTEIt XXVII. 
ikfr. droif fo West 

Petorhouse, Peo. 1736. 

You must know that I do not take 
degrees, and after Miis term, shall 
have nothing more of college ipiper^ 
tinences to undergo, which L tniei 
will be some pleasure to yon, as it is 
a groat one to mo. I have endured 
lectures daily and hourly ^ncc I 
came last, supported by the hopes 
of being shortly at full liborty to give 
myself up to my friends and cla^^sical 
companions, who, poor souls ! though «* 
I see them follon into great contempt 
with most people bore, yet 1 chnimt 
help sticking to them, and out of a 
spirit of obstinacy (I think) love them 
the better for it ; and tndoed, what 
can I do else ! Must I plunge into 
metaphysics? Alas! I cannot see 
in tho dark ; nature h%6 m>t furui^h- 
cd me with the optics of a cat. Must 
I pore upon mathomatics ? Alas ! 1 
cannot see ip too much light ; I am 
no eagle. It is very possiWo that 
two and two make four, but I 
would Pot give four farthings to 
demonstrate this over so dearly ; and 
if these be tho profits of lifo, give me 
the amusomopts of it The p^ple f 
behold oil around me, it seems, know 
all this and more, and y^t 1 do not 
know one of them wim inspires ipc 
with any ambition of being like him. 
$aird)r It wasof thisplaee^ (pOWiCam'* 
bridal but formerly known by the 
name of Babylon,) that the Bvophet 
spoke W^hon ho said, the wild b^s 
Of the desert shalltdwuD there, and 
thoif hpnses b)^| be full of dofoful 
creatures, and wlfoW build there, 
and satyrs shall* ^we there; their 
forts and towora^shall be a*deii for 
ever, a joy of wild assOs ; thefo shall 
the great owl Make her iMt, and fof 
and hatch and gather uamr her sIum* 
dow ; it shall bo a court of ; 

dm aoreoch^owl also khall 

and find for hdwlf a phesf of 
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You see hero is a pretty oollection of 
desolate animals, which ia verified in 
this town to a tittle ; and jperhaps it 
may also allude to your habitation, for 
you know all types may be taken by 
abundance of handles ; however, i 
defy your owls to match mine* 

If the default of your spirits and 
nerves be nothing but the effect of ^ 
the hyp, 1 have no more to say* We 
all must submit to that wayward 
queen ; I too in no small degree own 
her sway ; 

1 Ibel her mSuexice whiJe I speiik har power 

But if it be a real distemper, pray 
take more care of your health, if not 
for your own, at least for our sakes, 
and do not be so soon weary of this 
little world: I do not know what re-j 
fined friendships you may Imvc con^ 
trachid in the other, but pray do not 
be in a hurry to see your acquaint- 
ance above ; among your terrestrial 
familiars, however, thougli 1 say it 
that should not say it, there positive* 
ly IS not one that has a greater esteotn 
for yon than yours most sincerely, 
d&c. 

LETTER atxvin* 

iWjr. Wc$t to Mr. Or&y. 

ChruaCJhttwIt, Peu. 1736. 

I congratulate yqu on your being 
about to leave college, and ro)Ciuoo| 
much ybtt carry no degrees with yOtt*| 
For I wot^d not have you dignified,! 
and 1 hbt. for the wuridt you would 
have insulted me so. My eyes^ sgeh 
BB they are, like yonie, are uonhet 
metaphysical, nor mathematical $ t 
have, nevertheless, a great res^t for 
your connoisseurs tsit way^.W am 
always ooaid)t«ted to ba their humble 
admirer. Youf odteclien 
late anfmaUr ploasod ^i»e much ; but 
Oitfoid, I can you, has her 

owls that match ycurs, and thp 
phccy has cettamly a sqntat that 


way. Well, you are leaving this 
dismal land of bondage : and which 
way ate you turning your face? 
Your flrionds, indeed, may be happy ^ 
in you ; but what will you do witl^ 
your classic companions? An 
court is as horrid a place as a collcg^ 
and a moot case is as dear to gentle 
dulncss as a syllogism. But* where* 
ever you go, let mo beg you not to 
throw poetry “ like a nausc^ous weed 
away:** cherish its sweets in your 
bosom, they will serve you now and 
then to i»rrect the disgusting sober 
follico of me common law : mhre 
stultUiixin connliis hrevem; dufee 
desippre in lofo;* so said Horace to 
Virgil, those two sons of Aiiac in 
poetry, and so say I to you, in this 
degenerate land of pigmic-^. 

I\lu w Mh >oiir jcfr'\^ e a i<Ule pl#*A<un'. 

Ildch day ot bu&uicss has its hntir of loi<^uto 

Jn one of these hours, I hope, di»ar 
sir, y0U will soinelimcs think of me, 
write to me, and know me yours, 

' voiy, iva sidppfv ctfjupw,? 

thei is, write freely to me and 
openly, as 1 do to you ; and to give 
you a proof of it 1 ha|p sent you 
an elegy of TibhlliK translated. 
Tibullus, you must^TOow, is my 
favourite elegiac poet ; tor his Ian- 

a IS more elegant and lus 
^^lits more natural than Ovi. 's. 
Ovid excels him only in wit, of which 
no poet had more in my opinion. 

I The reason I choost so mclaiiSboly 
I a kind of poesie, is because my low ' 
spirits and constant ill health (things 
in mo not imaginary, as you surmisr, 
but too real, alas! and I fear, con- 
stitutional) ‘*havc tun’d my heart to 
elegies of woe and this likewise 
is the reason why I am the most 
jirregular thing aiivc at college, for 

' ** Aijl't i ^»u^e *yiy Hth your iviwlotn 3 it i« 
plemnt to mile now oad then. 

i Hpeak out, concsnl it not, that we both may 
know. , 
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you may depend upon it 1 value my 
healtii objOve what they call diaciv 
pline. As for this poor aniickod 
y tiling of art elegy, i pray criticise it 
rnimerolfiilly, ibr 1 send it with that 
'•Jptont. Indeed your late translation 
Statius might hare deterred mO ; 
*Dut I know you are not more able toj 
excel others, than you are apt to 
forgive the want of excellence, es- 
pecially when it is found in the pro- 
ductions of your most sincere friend. 


you peiiDeivO' withirt how narrow 
bounds my; pen is oircumacribed, 
and the whole contents of hiy share 
in our correspondence may be re- 
duced under the two heads of Ist« 
You ; 2d}y, I the first is^ indeed, a 
subject to expatiate upon, but you 
might laugh at me for talking about 
what I do not understand ; tlie se^ 
cond is so tiny, so tiresome, that you 
shall hear no more of it than that it 
is ever yours. 


letter XXIX. I 

ilifr. Gray to Mr. Walpole. 

Peterliouse, Dec. 173C. 

You can never weary me with the 
repetition of any thing that makes 
me sensible of your kindness ; since 
that has been the only idea of any 
social happiness that 1 have almost 
ever received, and which (bilging 
your pardon for thinking so diflerent- 
ly from yop in such cases) I would 
by no means have parted with for 
an exemption from all the uneasi- 
nesses mixed with it ; but it \youl4 
be unjust to imagine; my taste was 
any rule for yours j for which rea- 
son my letters arc shorter and less 
frequent than they would be, had I 
any materials but myself to enter- 
tain you with. Love and brown su- 
gar must be a poor regale for one qf 
your g-out and, alas ! ynu know I 
am by trade a grocer** ' $canda] (if 
^1 had any) is a merchandise ybrt do 
not profess dealing . in ‘ npw and 
then, indeed,' and ^ a, 

may perhaps j^ip i "" 

yoar pocket, ^ a deOaj^' 
woman would d piece of jri^iit , 
lin, or a litde 
blit this only nd^ and 
make a practice of it. M< 
appertoinmg to'thisdlimate youJKava 
seen Ur^dy, both wet and dry. • 

* i. e. A 'mao in icpajEse' 

^^ordii^ry wares. ' 

' ' ’i ' 


, LETTER XXX. * 

Mr, West to Mn Gray, , 

.Climt Cluircii, ^ uly 4, 1737. 

I have been very ill; and am still 
hardly recovered. Do you , remem- 
ber Elegy 5th, Book 3d, of Tibullus, 
“ Vos tenet/^ dZ/C. j and do you re- 
member a letter of Mr. Pope’s, in 
sickness, to Mr. Steele? Tide me- 
lancholy elegy and this melarteholy 
letter I turned into, a. more melanr- 
chedy epistle of, my own,, during my 
silt^kiiesB, in the way of imitation ^ 
and this I send p) you and my. friends 
at Camhridge^rtot tqdiyett iUiem, for 
it cannot, but merely to sfidw them 
how sincere I was when eiekr^I hojxj 
my sending it to :thedl now may 
convince them i am rto less sincere, 
though perhaps .mOre simide, when 

'waII;. .rl'' 




. ' ' ‘^'ir 


Ilfr, ■ Mt, - IrFiwal. ; >■ 

Afier expeotatte of 

)% and a de^r,: 

ambridge,. f !^''come;%''tbwn^ ^d-"\ 

'you sent 

||dl)^.melanchMy» 
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you eomf^in of 


parted; though, if I 
ested, t ought to tirish ^ oOu*^ 
tiauanoe or any thing, that could be 
the occasion of so mocli pteaaure to* 
me. Low i^iritB aire my true andi 
faithful conqMKnione; they get up 
with me,, go to bed with me; make 
journeys and returns as 1 do; npy* 
and pay vrHs, and will even affect to 
be Jocose, and force a feeble laugh 
with me but most commonly we* sit 
alone together, ai.d are <he prettiest 
insipid company in the world. How- 
ever, when you come, I; belie. . they 
'must undergo the tate of all hum- 
ble co]ni>anions, and Im' discarded. 
Would 1 could turn them to the same 
use that you have done, and make an 
Apollo of th^ 1 ' If they could write 
such verses with me, not hartshorn, 
nor spirit^of ainber^ nor all that fur- 
nishes the closet of an apothecary’s 
widow,;, should persuade me to |)art 
with them : but, while I write to you, 
I hear the bai^ uew» of lady Wai- 
polh'S death on Saturday night last. 
Forgive litie if tlie tlmught of what niy 
poor Horace iinist feel on , that ac- 
count obliges to have done. In 
remindiiig yon F ain yours, d&e. 


LE^TTER XXXIL 

j in • tod- «o, 


' of « ! 

h»TeibjiSteii;''ho&<^sfe4> it .wodiil lii, « , 1 ;,. ■ ” ■ \ 

needte8s'to#w^i^fgTOffi(is»,it tt|i* t / ^ eonversatK® 


the field, yet he ctmtinues still to re- 

^ri^ide ' noise ^d stink. He holds / 
aie mighty |[ per^ivo, for ] 

I walking whep 1 should ride, and / 
reading ^herl 1 should bunt, hfy 
comfbrt amidst all this is, that I have 
at the distance of half a mile, through 
a green lajle, a forest (the vulgSfik call 
it a common) all ray own, at least as 
good as so, fori spy no human thing 
in it but myself. It is a little chaos 
of mountains and precipices ; moun- 
tains, it is true, that do not ascend 
much above the clouds, nor are the 
declivities quite so amazing as Dover 
cluf ; but just such hills as people, 
who lovo their necks as well as I do, 
may venture to climb, and crags that 
give the eye as much pleasure as if 
they were more dangerous: both 
vale and hill are covered with most 
venerable beeches, and other very 
revered vegetables, that, like most 
other ‘^cient people, arc always 
dreaming out tlieir old stories to the 
winds, 

4nd asilwy bow thfiir hoary tops relate, 

In mnrmimng Jtomjds, fUe okric dewees pf fate 5 
WJiHe visions, jw i>ocHc cjius avow, 

€tiiig to cadi leaf, opd swarm on every bo«)a^h. 

At the foot of one of these squats me 
(ijl pensert^sojj and there 1 grow to 
the trunk for a whole morning. The 
timorous bare and sportive squirrol 
gambol around me like Adam in Pr 
iadise, before ho had an Eve; but ? 
think he did nof lise to iroad Virgi.. 

I compK^ly thcDge. In this *• 
tuition 1 <^n eonyerse with my Hor 
faOo, aloiad too, that is,. talk to you; 
hdt l do not romembtW that 1 ever 
hewr4 yj>uv.^hswer me. I beg 

jpb:. ' -Hi . ' ' 


aj^ived 1 


nait» 

isinthbj 




We oljtl ildr. Southern 
iltl^3a^W'>'bbn«b'‘a'']Mc way 
, , oftmi he 

and 


, ' ' t H# liveicl'iMiw and died 'it the 

I '* ^wcSfS^ihe‘s& 
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has almost wholly lost his tnemory,;i 
but is as ^reeable as dn old man 
be, at least I persuade myself so when 
I look ^<1 think of Isabella 

and Orbohoko. 1 shall be in town hi 
about three weeks* Adieu. / * 

^ LETTER XXXIIl- 
Mr. Qray to Mt. Walpok. 

August; 1730. 

}ly dear sir, I should say Mr. In- 
.spcctor General of the exports and 
imports but that appellation would 
make but an odd figure in Cimju4C- 
tion with the three familiar Monosyl- 
lables above written, fur 


od the as the for the 

most pa^ jilbs between green fields 
bn either hand, terminated with build- 
ings: at some dis^ce, castles, i pr.e- 
;^fne, and, of great antiquity. The 
roads are very good, being, as I sus- 
pect, the wotksof Julius Cmsar's ar- 
my, for they still preserve, in many 
places, the appearance of a pavement 
in pretty good repair, a’ld, if they 
were not so near miglit jmr- 

haps be ai> much admired as the Via 
Appia; tho'*e arc nt present several 
rivulets to be crossed, and whicli 
servr - enlighten the view all around. 
The country is . exceedingly fruitful 
in ravens and such bla,ck cattle; but 
not to tire you with my tra\ds, I ab- 
ruptly conclude yours^ &*o. 


Non l*rwp ponvenluftt, nee in utia sede morantur j 
AfajcnUia et uinor.t 

Which is, being interpreted, Love 
docs not live at the Custom-house. 
However, by what ciyle, title, or dc- 
rominatiou soever you choose to be 
dignified or disiinguisheil hereafter, 
these three words wall stick by you 
like a bur, and you can no more get 
quit of tHese and^ your Christian 
name than St. Anthony could of his 
pig. My motions at presoitt (which 
you are pleased to ask after) are 
.nuch like those of a pendulum, or; 

, Hr: LongicallyJ speaking) osoillatd- j 
I swing from chapel or h0.i 
' ane, and from home to chapel or 
■ All the strange mci^^ents that 
qmn in my joUrneys and Vbtoima 
t ivAoli be spre to acqjuAint you With: 
the mo^t-VP^derful; is; that, 
rains exceedingly ; ' tjljis' jbas ref " 

ume that he biamed hia, 
so iyjjuaiclously Utrjce, 

^at nv>DStr«U5 spedi^ oC 

; - ;f /v 

wbict) he eischattg^ ilQion after for 
ofthervehoquer.' ;> ’'V ^ . s’ 

t For majesty mid tove dd iwt agrees , 

rend leetuiaS ' m 


LETTER XXXIV, 

' Mr. Otay to Mr. 

gept. im, 

1 am coming ' /ay ail so fast, and 
leairing behind me, without the least 
rbniorse, aft the beauues of Stur- 
bridge fair. Its white beara may 
roar, its ajf>^ mky ii^h;^Jlhdir hands, 
and crocodiles cry thelir eyes out, all 
is one for that ; 1 shall not onCe vi^t 
them, nor so mtfoh as take my learo* 
The univOi^ty has published 
veto edict a^i!n^ '"sUiismatical ebn- 
greg 9 ,tions, and created half a do^en 
nevif flliki p)wcforlingstd’ ^ 
d^.\eXeeuted;. 

ppireheii^ibna’: 'ahikhis 

thb ^me to tho felk and 
thiMr' yjci^;- bnas : IfotHiieiy 


pMna are td 
lOr all, he.ia^tfbt :i 

sii 



, thh old 
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yoa would look upon a 

^ great effort of iiiy And iih- 

concertiedness in the' midst of 
I fill ujj toy naper soit 

of version of that Acteiie in 
tar JFVcfo that berifes, “ (Jure seh^ 


r. pgiy^ 

/ ‘ Loodbto, toy 2!7, IW- 

Mine^ you arc to know, is a white 
mdaniiboly, or rattmr ieuooohbly for 
the mbst parfj' which) though , it sel- 
dom laugha or dances, nbr over 
anmunts to whi^t one calls joy or 
pleasure, yet is a^ood easy sort of a 
siate^ and pa n^^ tmsse gue ^ s*miu- 
ser.f The onl^:ikult of it is insipidi- 
ty^ which is apt now and then to give 
a sort o£ eami, which makes one 
ffirm certain little wishea that srgiii- 
fy nothing. But there is anptimr 
sort, black indei^, which 1 tiave now 
and then ieit, that has somewhat in 
it like TertuUian’s rule of faith,, 
db; gma ;itm(mjUnk Ibr it be* 
Bevesi mAuire of ovmy thin^that 
is unlikely) , ^ it be but frightful ; 
and, on the; other hand^ excludes and 
shuts its eyes the most possit^ 
hopes^ and every thit^ that , Is 
surahle f : Ao*b -t& 



, ^ j;'* j Jl. 


[book IV, 

We my desert tl^ ; for though that 
be reading too,' yet ft has a very dif- .* 
ferent davom May seems to.-^ 

be come since your invitation ; and I ^ 

S ro^se to bask in her beams^ and' 
ress me in her roses* 

I shall see hir. r**— and hfe wife, ' 
nay, and his, child too, ff>r he has got 
a boy. Is it not odd to considef*^oue’s 
contemporaries in the grave light of 
husband and father’?. There are my 
lords — — and rr-, they are stales- 

meh; do not you .remember them dirty 
boys playing at cricket ? As fof’me, 

I am never a bit the older, nor the 
bigger, ' nor the wiser than I was 
then ; no, not for having been be- 
yond sea. Pray how are you ? 


LETTER XXXVI. 

JUf^. Grey ta Dr, Whartm.^ 

Cambridge, i>cc. 5ii7, 1742. 

I Plight to have returned^ you my 
thanks a long time ago, Ibr the plea- 
sure, 1 should say prodigy, of your 
letter ; for such a tiling has not hap* 
:^ned above twice within this last 
lage to mortarman, and no one here 
can conceive What it may portend. 
You : have heard,, I su|.^se, how I 
havo been ! employ^^ a part of the 
; how, by niy oWh indefatigable 
a^piicadon for these ten years paist, 
imd ^ W We an^ !y%i^nce of that 

blue|| 

. have dope more 




;W4h,to 

fgeold&Siaa ,to 'jONiV;: aa acquotla^ 

th^ ’J»a, 

WgStBfp?. at vst afterwards at 

was,. fellow of 


'eWtdn0<xl w of to 

.deaUt;,;^^',;;' " ;Y ' ; . 

„ , oif A’i^-^aecellor's fer'tbe 

dine usually fcnoliii by the naisna of 

B|a0: wh^' httsmess: it is to 'attmalr aets 

“ ITAA. BhcMor"hfSv»iaw. 


f civil law,' ^ 
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as fkir as another body to open ^ a 
case of impoteney with aJl decen<?y 
and circuipspection. You see niy 
, ambition* 1 do not doubt but sofOe 
thirty hence I shall cduvinoe 
the world and you that I am a very 
pretty young fellow; and may come 
to shine in a profession, perhaps the 
•^jgblpjpt of all except man-ihidwifm*yV 
As lor you, if your distemper and you 
can but agree about going to ^ 400 - 
don, I may reasonably expect in a 
much shorter time to see you in ypur 
three-cornered villa, doing the hor 
nours of a well-furnished table with 
as much dignity, as rich a mien, and 
as capacious a belly, as Dr, Mead. 
Methinks I see Dr* at the lower 
end of it, lost in admiration of your 
goodly person and parts, cramming 
down his envy (for it will rise) with 
the wing of a pheasant, and drowning 
it in neat Burgundy. But not to 
tempt your asthma too much witit 
such a prospect, 1 should think you 
might ^ aJniost as happy and as 
great as this even, in the ctmntijy* 
But you know bestj and 1 should be 
sorry to say‘ any thing that might 
stop you in the career of glory ; far 
be it firdm lUb to baihper . the, wheels 
of yoiiy gilded chariot. Op 6n,i sii;. 
Thomas; and wheh’jou die (fw' 
even physicians may the I 

faculty in Warwiclt Ihauip er^ vjp® 
statue in the verj 
Cuder's. ' ' 

I waag:oieg;tp'thU'y0u;h<»^i^^ 
am for your./ili(nessy;!;Mt 
too/late 

'a hundred^ 

- ^r.Jtny 'collars ' of 
Wseiiwry; 


a few ajf my;fhtarn found 

Cibber’s'uiSil^ki^** ,upcm my .stable* I 
return you ihy'|haoks !R»tti have 
jdready runpypr a. eonfiderahle j^rt; 
6>t whp could r^st Jrfrs. Detitia IPil- 
hihgtoh’s recomhmhdation ? <ilBy the 
way, is there any iiichgentlewomaiu ?t 
or has ^mebody put on the style of a 
scribbling woman’s panegyric to de- 
ceive and. laugh, at! Colley ?) He 
seOms to me ^11 as pert and as dull 
as usual* : There are y^hole pages of 
common-place stuff, that for stupidi- 
ty ^might have been wrote by Dr. Wa- 
tprland* Of any other grave divine, 
did. hot the flirting saucy , phrase give * 
thecn^*nt ,a..#Stancc.> an air ,of youth 
and gaiety ; it k very tone, ;,he is of- 
ten in the right, with, regard, to tlul- 
ly’s ^eakne^es ; but w^ there , any 
onp that did not sen them ^ , ,T]^se, 

I imagine,, that wpuildyhnd a man nf- 
ter Ood’f Qtyn hearit,< are no more Uke^ 
ly to trust , i^e DoctOf^s recommen- 
dation than the„.Blayerh ; and as to 
r^pn and truth, ^^.weuld they know 
thair, pwu fa^, dtj^ypn^hink, if they 
]ooh^d !;m ! t)^ gla)^, and saw them- 
s^es fringe 

.apd jewels 

apet djtjty;^4iarl^ws4!th^ ^ ^ 

.stiWlpfs wirdrpbet^i,; ,{ . 

,, most 




om wouM wifth t0iRi6^vj^it4tie mitn- 
filer’s e^Gixxi^t if iiijieet 

any at all; Tljt^ haiMs anti talk of 
the dialogiioi^ piibliished : ^aJ|rate iii 
i@mo» woul4 make h«r^6st read- 
ing in ne^*ttr< for 

of &mily and fomno;, that am iekm- 
ing to danoe. I tejdieo to he;ar there 
is mGh a crowd of dramatical 
, /onhanoca oomlng the stage 
A^ippioa , (daA Ver| well, mo 
he daimned at iel- 
snt^ i you have not 

mcnitmnisd, or showed, to afay j hody^ 
thut racoho '^^ trUBtiUg in "its had- 
' t forgiot to cautioii you con- 
cei^g ii);^bnt.I hrar<i the othOr 
that 1 a j^a^y, and 

iwa^ told the naiho of if; which nobo- 
dy here co^d kuow^ I mil sfdrO. The 
oh^loyment 3 ^{j^o{H»elo ntc nuicb 
hetjter 3\iitB my Jiiellnatidix » but 1 
much li^r our joidt-iStocklfvMd hard- 
ly, compose a small vdome $ what i 
hare ia less CQifmderable than yon 
would imagine, and of that Jitdh 
we should not ho willing tb publish 
•all.' ’■'/ ^ ' >■■■' 

This ia ail 1 can any iivhdl<d ^nd^ 
You, I iiuhgino/ may . li^^ 
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dearai^..;|' 
unwise ordS^rjF nta of rc^i»k 
niigla tj|j)j^fe ii^> Kl^e|kqtt^fb^r 
piorMed tktse .f|w, 

Saifvisiciay,: or.' j 4 t^^|Bdi :«ff '.liiiy;: iitii%': 
*1^;^, ’ ■■'■ 


ilfe*. Ort^ tHt ^-ZWaj^k. 

Cambridge, illaircli 1 , 17 / 17 . 

As one ought to be particularly 
careful to avoid blunders in a com- 
pliment of Redolence, it wouM^be r-t 
sensible satisfaction to me (b^re I 
testify my sorrow, . and the sincere 
part I take in your misfortune) to 
knew for certain, who it is I lament. 
I khew kSara and i$eHma (Selima, 
was it? or Fittma?)^ or rather I 
knew them both together ; for I. can- 
not justly • say which was which. 
Then as to your handsome cat, the 
fi^mo you distinguish her f>y, I am 
no less at a loss, as well knowing 
oneV hand^mo cat is always the cat 
one iikeb best,* dr, if one be alive 
and thd' other dead^ it is usually the 
latter is the handsoniest. Be- 
, if the point were never so 
clear, i bo|M> you do not think me so 
ilhhred or sd imprt^^t as to forfeit 
all my int^est in the survivor : Oh 
ndl 1 would rather, seem to ims- 
^k^ and im^ino to be sure it must 
the i^by Sio that had met u^ith 
Ihia sa^ accident. Till this adair 
is a ‘ HWfe better determbred, yoti 
wiU ’ekeude do not begih to 

i,'kpaUum(^ 

■Mi--th^',^pre’convdni- 
tiihd!;^' iejoice with 



tSw.'dfiue ‘Aiticd , 
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to immortalize for one week or fort^ not, buy his works altogether in two 
night, as follows* * * • *.t Thore^s little volume;?; tliey are coHected by 
a poem for you ; it is rather too long the Butch bocdtsellers, and conse- 


for an epitaph. 


LETTER XXXIX. 

/iilfr. Gray to Dr, Wharton, 

Stoke, June 5, 1748. 


quently contam some trash ; and then 
there are the Ververt, the Epistle to 
P. Bougeant, the Chartreuse, that to 
his Sister, an Ode on his Country, 
and another on Mediocrity, and tho 
Sidnei, another comedy, all which 
have great beauties. ^ There is also 
a poem lately published by Thomson, 


Your friendship has interested it- The Castle of Indolence, With 

self in my affairs so naturally, that I stanzas in it. Mr. Ma^ 

caitnot help troubling you a little "7 a«5«iua|ntance ; I liked that 
with a detail of themi Ode^ much, but have found no; one 

And now, ray dear Wharton, why ?.>«? ‘hat did. He ^ much fancy * 
must I tell you a thing so contrary to judgment, wd a good' deaf of 
rny own widies and yours? I be- : I take him for a good and 

lieve it is impossible for me to see leaning creature; but then be 
you in the North, or to enjoy any of « “ sji»P«»oity a child, and 

tliosc agreeable hours I hid flattered he meets wrth : he 

myself with. This buainbss will reads litUe or nothn* ; wites ahun- 
oblige me to be in town several times da^, and that with a desigir to 

during , the summer, particularly; in Misfortune by it. Myb,^^ 

August, when, half the money is to g»>»nents to Mrs. Wharton 
bepaid;be8ideB,the»jodpeopleherel^™**/ • *Mat rtame, ;«^» 

would think me, the most careless 1*^7 nbt yet 

and ruinous of jkmztals, if I should , v 

take euch a jpurnoy at this time# ' 

The only satisiactibn I can pretend i vt 

to, i$ that of hearing V|^ you, and " isU-l JLLi* 

particularly at tho tlnieltvlien I was ; n 

bid to expect the good nUws ’of an in- , 

crea^ ofyour family. IfOur (pinion * 


1 lie onjy sausiacnon j. preiena i vt 

to, is that of hearing Vl^m you, and ' 

particularly at tho tlnielivlien I was ; n 

bid to expect the good nUws ’of an in- , 

crea^ ofyour family. IfOur (pinion v, ' ' 

of Diodorus is dou W, ess right i 

there are things in him very Ourkms, 

got out ofbetter i^nthorities now bat. 

the*^ mS8?^>’& i ^ 

have been cfaeSIy; 

T hkve been higWly p|#lpii !«»*», iuch, to 

;c^ed U lmcha^/ Ja- 


V. '"'^l^waiM'"' I ‘ ^eould 

s^trUO’;;gbt it'- b' puerilu; 
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many things unfinished) or written 
m his youth; or desired not for the 
world, but to make his friends laugh; 
as the Lutrin vivant, dtc. There 
are two noble lines, which, as they 
are in the middle of an Ode to the 
Kingt tnay perhaps have escaped 
you : 

“X,e cri pe\ipla hcureux e« la seulc elo- 
queiite, 

;iQm pader das Rois 

which is very iruO; and, should have 
been a hint , to Jiinisdf not fo write 
Odes to the King at all. 

As I have nothing mote to say at 
present, I fill my paper with the he- 
ginping of an Essay; what, name to 
give it I know not ; blit the subject 
IB the Alliance of , Education and 
Oovernment : I mean to shpvv that 
they naRfit ^th concur to produce 
great and useful men. I desire 
your Judgment upon it before I pro- 
Y^yfmhet. 


LETTER XLI. 


. Afr* to pr^Warb^i^i^f 

I pYpmmd^']prr"K^e^]qng siiipe, 
to give you an AccfoUpi 'bf^our ms^- 
nificeuce he, ire |fj]but;T||3b^m'ew^pa-^^ 
pets,' and'!he;hiuisdl'f ;in 'jpetlpn^'il^ve 

S ,!t'he"'st;ijrt of "my' ;idddfen^/' sp 
^ t ' "'time ’yo'd’' 

quiihtodl"’With '0 'evMs;,';#ii|t' 





trees in a storm , of wind, more im- 
petuous than his action ; and yet 
the Senate house still stands, and (I 
thank God) we ate all safe and well 
at your service. 1 was ready to 
sink for him, and scarce dared to 
look about me, when I was sure it 
was all over ; but soon found 1 might 
have spared my confusion ; 
pie joined to applaud him. Every 
thing was quite right, and 1 dare 
sweat not three people here but 
think him a model of oratory ; for 
ah the duke's little court came with 
a resolution td be pleased ; and when 
the tone was once given, the Univer- 
sity, who ever wait^ for the judgment 
of their betters, struck into it with 
an admirahlo harmony : for the rest 
of the performances, they w^ere just 
what they usually are. Every one, 
while it lasted, was very gay and 
very busy in tim morning, and very 
owhsh and very tipsy at night ; I 
make nn exceptions from the Chan- 
cellor Slue coat. Mason's Ode 
was the only entertainment that had 
any tolerable elegance ; and, for my 
own , part,, t ythink it. (with some 
Jittle ^atements) uncommonly well 
oU iSUch an oc^ipn. Pray let me 
know ^pur aonlimoiits ; for dpnbt- 
Ie8sy<?tf| h^ve seen it ^ The author 
of it grows apace into my / good 
graces, as I know him more ; he is 
vefy ingenious, with' great good-wa- 
Iture and ^implieity j A fMe vain, but 
'jn' BO eomical a way, 

nqt one at all ; a 

'wifchal ; so igno- ” 
worW/iinS^As ways, ihat 

:4hi8?saoes;:u^^^^^^ icme’a.ppi- 

m ^ mitui,'; j^ne- 

‘ , 'injury ‘-s' feat 

,thS4#;;fee™'#ghot pver- 
' Ids qualities 

r iiuj. I ..you 
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LETTER XLII. 


Mr* Gray ta his Mother* 

Cambritig^, Nov. 7, 1745. 

The unhappy news 1 have just 
^ received from you equally surprises 
afflicts me.* I have lost a per- 
son I loved very much, and have 
been used to from my infancy ,* but 
am much more concerned for your 
loss, the circumstances of which I 
forJbear to dwell upon, as you must 
be too sensible of them yourself ; 
and will, I fear, more and more need 
a consolation that no one can give^ 
except He who has preserved her to 
you so many years, and at last, when 
it was his pleasure, has taken her 
from us to himself : and perhaps, if 
we reflect upon what she felt in this 
life, we may look upon this as an 
instance of his goodness both to her 
and to those that loved her. She 
might have languished many years be- 
fore our eyes in a continual increase 
of pain, and totally helpless ; she 
might have long wished to end her 
misery '^without being able to attain 
it ; or , perhaps even lost^ all sense, 
and, yet continued to breathe ; a sad 
spectacle to such as must have 
more for her than she . could' have 
done for herself. HoiVever you nuay 
deplore your own loss, yet think ths^ 
she is at last easy and happy ; and 
has now more occasion to ^ty us 
than we her. 1 hope^ and you 
will support yourself with that 
flignation we owe to/Hliii who . 
us, our being ahd/^ wjfo} 

deprives us of it ^ the 
sm, -''I would hate'''hdnie 
dha^edy, but you do nOt say 
you desire; I. ahould' or , rmt; 
do, I beg I ntiy know it- fo¥ 

tus. Who dfW Sih' Of N<>venil)«srf aad Wai 
hurled in a vault iA . <5httrchv«rdv asewti 

ihn eb^cel d<^,in ;wfa|{di( w.bi$ i 

wtjre afterwards boned; 


nothing to hinder me, and I am in 
very good health. 


LETTER XLllI. 
.Mr. Gray to. Mr. Wa}polt> 


CamMdg«, Peb. ll, 1751. 
As you have brought , me into a 
little sort of distress, you must assist 
me, I believe, to get out of it as well 
as I can. Yesterday J had the mis- 
fortune of receiving a letter from 
certain gentlemen (as their booksel- 
ler expresses it), who have taken* 
the Magazine of Magazines, into 
their hand : they tell me that an in- 
genious poem, called Reflections in 
a Country Churchyard, has been 
e^municated to them, which they 
are printing forthwith; that they 
are informed that the excellent au- 
thor of it is I by name, and that they 
beg not only his indulgence, but the 
honour of his correspondence, di5c. 
As I am not at all disposed to be 
either so indulgent^ or so correspon- 
dent, as they desire, I have but one 
had way left to escape the honour 
they would ipflict upon me ; and 
therefore am obliged to desire you 
would make Podsley print it iinme- 
diamly (which, may be done in less 
Ithan a week^Si time) from your copy, 
bht without my name, in what form 
is ponvem him, but on 

hi^ b^si - paper/ and character; be 
mu#ii^prrect the press hinw and 
' ityrthopi any intervrf-tielTOen 
^ in 

ii^d Elegy; 

|« a ©hbrehyard: If he 

caiue into bis hands by acoiden^I 
Ppeiftlfhe jrb^tn^rv';' ' if ^yoU bewd 
the‘'Mii'^zine/bf 'Ma^stihea ih'^tbe 
hght that'!’ db;'' you^vifS^not 'rpfhs«i,^k» 
giye yourjself 

Sodnt. which\ytw'bWi^MpSimr 
own accord befmrc now. If IDodifoy 
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4o not do this immediately, he may 
as well let it alone. 





ivoim, 


you’tella. i)M>,,'jil(i ^ 
;tlliilili'i'!jl 

i)r% 

vr. 'lrA.li l^flWMKIAtlS' t'JTTM 


p[tW 


ihe^^ 



not pity you On this account ; but I 
sincerely do on the new loss you 
have had of a good and friendly 
man, whoso memory I honour. I 
have seen the scene you describe, 
and know how dreadful it is : I know 
too I am the better for it. We are 
all idle and thoughtless things, and 
have no sense, no use in the 
any ionger than that sad impre^on 
lasts : the deeper it is engraved the 
better. 


LETTER XLIV. 
ilfr. fo Mr. Musen. 

Durham, Dec. ^,i75S. 

A litSe ^ile* before I received 
yode l^ter, I had been 

informed by Mr. OWles Avison of 
onei of the ^ad ^ents you mentkm.* 
i know what H is to lose persons 
that one's eyes and heart have long 
beeh used to ; and I neVer desire to 
art wHh the remembrance of that 
; nor would wish you should. It 
is something that you had k littlej 
time to^ acquaint, yourself with the* 
idek beforehand; and' that your 
fother suffered but little pain, the 
only thing that makes detklh terrible.! 

Alter I haviasaid I cannot he^k 
expressing my suf^jse at the dispel 
sition he has made of his affaks. 1 
must (if you will sdfor me jb ^y so) 
call it great weakness ; aild yei per^ 
haps your afflictii^ for him Is , he^- 
tened by th^ very ! weakness; for < I 
know it is Impdssilde td foel ko 
ditionaJ st^row 

we hare foy^, iSven th^ foult 
has been gready injmtfo^s to our^ 
selves. LS me \desW ^ , to 

expose youtself many ^ 

in the midin of scene*^of bicj^^ldis^^ but bis prihts) was ap- 

tjhe Greek; 

and jliere m sxzch k'shnilitude be- 
twei^ the Egyptian aiid ‘ those Per- 
^n. as gave Diddords room 

fo the ;oM buildings, of 

Persia by 

^•^^i^ptian ar&tSk ’ As to the other 
t of your opinion, jtjtat 

fdl^^tec mahti^ 4s dip Saracen or 
Mo^eht he lils a i^eat authority 40 
support lum foat of sir Christopher 
Wljsn; aisd:;|«% T oaUim 

j wmUgi. The im- 
laod^ X ' nbver 'saw' but in 

description, wMck gives ns little or 

’L.jr 


LETTER XLV. 

Mr. Gray ta Dr* T^^iarton, 

Stoko, Si^pt. IS, 1754. 

I am ^ad you enter into the spi- 
rit of &awberry Castle; it has a 
purity and propriety of Golhicism in 
it f with very few exceptions) that I 
have not seen elsewhere. My lord 
Radnor’s vagaries' I see did not 
keep you fonUi doing justice to his 
situation, which for surpasses every 
thing near it; luid 1 do not know 
a* more laughing scene than that 
about Twiekcnifoiii end Richmond. 
J^ AkSn^de, 1 perceive, is no con- 
IjtirOr 'liY foebBtecture ; especially 
whUn he talfoi of the ruins of Pbrse- 
ipdis^ which are no more Gothic 
tldm they arU Chinese. ^ The Egyp- 
tian ii^le (see Br. Pocock, not his 
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no idea of things^* but the Doge’s 
palace at Venice 1 have seen, whicb 
is in the Arabesque manner : and 
the houses of Barbary you may see 
> in Dr. Shaw’s book, not to montion 
abundance of other Eastern budd- 
ings in Turkey, Persia, &.c. that we 
have views of; and they seem plain* 
>y to be corruptions of the Greek* 
architecture, broke into little parts 
indeed, and covered with little onia*| 
meats, but in a taste very distin- 
guishable from that which we call 
' Gothic. There is one thing that 
runs through the Moorish buildings, 
that an imitator would certainly 
have been hrst struck with, ana 
would have tried to copy ; and that 
is the cupolas which cover every 
thing, baths, apartments, and even 
kitchens; yet who ever saw Go- 
thic cupola ? It is a tiling plainly of 
Greek original, 1 do not see any thing 
blit the slender spires that serve for 
steeples, which may perhaps be bor- 
rowed from the ]Sara<^ minarets pjn| 
their mosques. 

I take it ill you should say pny 
thing against the Mole ; it a rp* 
Beedcm 1 see cast at the Thames^ 
Bp you think that rivers, which have 
lived in London and its neighbour- 
hood all their days, will run roaring 
and tumbling about like your tra* 
montane torrents in the North 1 No, 
they only glide and whisper, 

' \''y 

LETTER :i§:lvl 
Mr. Cray to Mr. Mmon. 

I feel a contrition ^ my long 
silence ; and yet perhaps it p the 
thing you troulde yonr 
about Nevertheless, I will ^ 
sorry as if you took jt ill. 
sorry too to see ytm so ptmoulj^s: 
as to Stand upto answers, and ptver, 
to come me liU I have 
ly kfimy name:^y^ door,likeva 
ipereer’s wife iinhates people 


who go a-visking^ 1 forgive 

you this, if you could possibly sus- 
pect 1 were doing any thing that 1 
liked better ; ibr then your formality 
might look like being piqued at my 
negligence, which has somewhat in 
|,it Uke kindness : but yon know X am 
at Stoke* hearing, seeing, doing 
absolutely nothing. Not such a 
nothing as you do at Tunbridge, 
chequered and diversified with a 
succession . of fleeting colours; but 
heavy, lifeless, without form and 
void ; sometimes almost as black as 
the moral of Voltaire’s ’ Lisbon^* 
which angers you so. I have had no- 
more muscular inflations, and ampnly 
troubled with this depression of mind. 
You will not eapect, therefore, I 
should give you 'any account of my 
Verpe, which is at best (you knovy) 
of so deltcate a canstitutiout and has 
such . weak nerves, as not to stir out 
of its chamber above three days in a 
year. But 1 shall inquire after yours^^ 
and why it is off agj^ ^ It has cer- 
tainly wm^se nerves than mine, if 
your Reviewers have frighted it. 
Stire X (not to mention a score of 
your other critics) am something a 
better judge than all the roen-mid- 
I wives and.prestyterian parsonst that 
ever were born. Pray give me leave 
to, ask you, do you find yourself 
tickled with the c^inmendations of 
such , people ^ (for you have your 
shar0 of the^ too :) I dare say not ; 
‘yqur ^ vanity has certainly a better 
And can tlien the censure of 
st^ critics move you ^ I it is 
|an, impertinent^ aid. gentry to 
italk pf one qt either in ^d or 
in bad f but we wiust all sival- 
low : 1 rtmem only we that write, 

but all the that ever did any 

thing to he,;taiked of , . , 

While .1 , writing I receive 

yours* , and rejjoic^ to /find that the 
eni^ fine 

V tJis poeip id S' 

abOM^ that tM. , / ' ' 

t Tho reviews, at % .UiBe, 
to be or these profeasiotis, ^ ' i 
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whith produce nothing in me, have [not to give them notice, that they are 
hatched high and unimaginable fan- doing a very unfashionable tiling ; 
tasies in you.*^ I see, methinks, as fbr all people of condition are agreed 
I sit on Snowdon, some giimjise of not to admire, npr even to under- 
Mona and her haunted shades, and stand. One very great man, writing 
hope we shall be very good neigh- to an acquaintance of his and mine, 
bouts. Any Druidical, anecdotes says that be had read them seven or 
that I can meet with, I will be sure eight times ; and that now, when he 
to send you when I return to Cam- next sees him, he shall not have above ^ 
bridge ; but I cannot pretend to be Mritf questions to ask. Another (a 
learned without books, or to know peer) Believes that the last stanza 
the Druids from modern 'bishops at of the second Ode relates to king 
this distance. I can only tell you Charles the First and Oliver Crom* 
not to go and take Mona for the Isle well. Even my friends tell me they 
of Man: it is Anglesey, a tract of do not succeed^ and write me moving 
* plain country, very fertile, but pic- topics of consolation on that head, 
turesque only from the view it has of In short, I have heard of nobody but 
Caernarvonshire; from which it is se- an actor and a doctor of divinity that 
parated by the Menai,/a narrow arm profess their esteem for them. Oh 
of the sea. Forgive me for sup»- yes, a lady of quality (a friend of Ma- 
posing in you such a waut^ of erudi- son^s)$ who is a groat reader. She 
tion. knew there was a compliment to 

I congratulate you 6ni our glort*^ Dryden, but never suspected there 
ous successes in the Mediterranean; Was any thing said about Shakspeare 
Shall wego intime^ and hire ahouse or Miiton» till it was explained to 
together in Switzserland 7 It is a fine her ; and wishes that there had been 
poetical country to look at, and no^ titles prefixed to tell what they were 
body there will understand a word^we j about. 

say or write. “ j ,From this mention of Mason^s 


LETTER iCLVIl. 


Mr. Gta^ t0 Mr. Mtira.i^ 

/ " Aug. 


From' this mention of Mason^s 
name you may think, [perhaps, we 
are great correi^ondents. No such 
thing; I have not heard from him 
these two months. 1 will be sure to 
ecold in my own name, as well as in 
yours. I rejoice to hear you are bo 
ripe fr)r the press, and so voluminous ; 
not for thy own sake only, whom you 
mtter with "the hopes of seeing your 


S ^ he happy. This principle of mine 

excess pfyov ^ ^ of its truth) 

moro m. heua^; ^ ^as/as usuaJ, n» . influence on my 

has ^o mo con^i^ j I 

^ **«e kst degree, yet do nothing : 
indeed I have one excuse ? my healh 
? you hav'e so kihdJy inquired 

Wa Wd Ws irfuWaV after) is ^extra^dinary, ever since 

€arfl(4ftattiw, dtiwk laadiwtargtuMt. I caih^s hitberi It is no, great mala- 
f itkrwsrijt ' dy, bat seve*!|il little oitei^ that seem 
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whether Content dwells in Iteices* As to mysell^ I cannot boast, at 
tershire, and how she entertains her-; present, either of my spirits, toy situ- 
self there. Only do not be too ha|ij^ ation, my eniployments, or fertility, 
py, nor forget entirely the quiet ugU- The days and the nights pass, and I 
^ ness of Cambridge. am> never the nearer to any thiiig, 

Imt that one to which we are all 
tisnding ; yet I love people that leave 
some traces of their jouniey .behind 
LETTER XLVIII. /, them, and have strength enough to 

advise you to do so while you can. I 
expect to see Caractacus 

Mr. Gray to Mr. Mason. ^nd therefore I send you the books 

you wanted. I do not ^iow whe- 

^ Cambridge, Dec. 12, 1757. ^ ther they Will furnish you with any 

A life spent, out of the world has new matter ; but tliey are well cnongb 
its hours of despondence, its ineou- written, and easily read. I told you. 
veniences, its sufferings, as numerous before, tha,t (in a time of dearth) I 
and as real, though not quite of the would borrow from the Edda, with^ 
same sort, as a li^ spent in the midst out entering top minutely on particu- 
of it. The power we have, when we lars ; but if I did sOj( .1 would make 
will exert it over our own ipJhds, p^tph image so clear, that it might be 
joined to a little strength xuid conso- fully understood by itself; for in this 
ktion, nay, a little pride wp patch obscure mythology we must not hint 
from those that seem to love ua, is aithmgs, as -we do with the Greek 
our only support in either of thei^ fables, tliat every body is supposed to ' 
conditions. 1 am sensible I cannot know at school. Ilow^vor, on second 
return you more of this assistance thoughts, . ‘J think it would be still 
than I have received from yOu and: better ’to graft any wild .picturesque 
can only tell you, that one, who ^s .absolutely of one's own inven- 
far more, reason thaii you, hope; tion, on the Druid stock ; T mean on 
ever will have to look . on life with those half dozen of old fancies that 
something worse thaii indifferent^ are . known to; be a .^art of their 
is yet no enemy to it but .can look system. This will give you more 
backward on many bitter moments, freedom and latithd^» and will leave 
partly with satisfaction, and j^rtly no hold for tJie critics to f^ 
with patience ; and forward too, on a I send you back the elegy,* as you 

scene not very promising* with some desfred me to do. My advices are 
hope, and some expectations of :,a ajWays ;at yOiir service io take or to 
l>etter day. The oause, however^ refose, therefore yod;:^odW nbt call 
which occasioned vour;\ re0«etiw them " severe. Xdci khow I do not 
(though 1 cmVjudj^ W 'very fove, muqh less^ cri- 

feotly of it)^ dobs seem, at’^ p^ ticiM? ahd iiw even a bkd verso 
sent, to be tainak« as gpod a , better than the 

yOu take any such reeplution; as ypn best ob^yatfoh '^at ever was made 
meditate. Use it in its aeaw»^as » npon hke grhatly the spirit and 
' frmn what is tiresome^td:f;j^ gentjfoleht: of if (much of which you 

but not as if it was in perhaps owe m your present tram of 

of any tiling jhu tkke ill ; ihdthecmi* tbinkii]^).: the disposition of, the 
tracy, if suA ^ thing had ha^kphned wbole foo i^ natural ^rid elegiac. 9 as 
at the time of you*" traasmigra^n^ 4 to the^^xj^essfon/I would 

would , defer it m^ely to avoid that say (did not you forbid me) thai it is 
appearance. . . | • Ei«gy in the oiartfen df a prised. 



*28 


ELGGANT ETtSTLE^t. 


[book IV. 


sometimea too easy, o, The last line 1 
protest against (U^tis, you will say, is 
worse than blotting out rhymes); 
the descriptive part is excellent. 

Pray,, when did 1 pretend to finish, 
or even insert passes into other 
people’s works, as if it were equally 
easy to pick holeaand to mend them? 
All I can say is, that your elegy must 
not end with the worst line in it. It 
is fiat; it is prose; whereas that, 
above .ought to sparkle, or at least 
to shine* If the sentiment must 
stand, twirl it into an apophthegm ; 
stick a flower in it ; gild it with a 
costly expression; let it. strike the 
fancy, the ear, or the heart, and I aid 
satined. , 

The other particular expressions 
which 1 obiect to, 1 iqark on the ma- 
nuscript Now, I desire, you would 
neither think ihe severe, ..nor at all 
regard what 1 say farther than as it 
coincides with your own judgment ; 
for the child deserves your partiality; 
it is a healthy we!}*made boy, with 
an ingenuous oounteiianc,eisnn^ 
misGs to live long. I wouid ohly, 
wash its face, dress it a little« m^o 
it :^lk upright and Strong; and 
keep it from learning pm vmr4e. 

1 hope you rsouemed lUy refusal* 
to lord John Cavendish in as rSK 
^ectful terms as possiblO^ and with 
all due acknowledgments to the duke. j 
If you hear who it is to bo^^ven to, 
pray let me knpw ; , for i interest 
mya^if a little in the hl^ry of it, 
and rather somebody i»ay ^ 
cept it that will retrieve the Ors^h 
of the thing, if it be > retrlevah^f ;.or 
ever had tiny credits ^we ^as, I 
think, the last , man of character ths^^ 
had it; Eusden wks. a person of 
great hopca^ iU jA thotigh. nf 

last he turned out a dmken parihn; 
Dryden was as di^raoefiil to tho 

* vOf boiJW t)OSt-laui^t UiS deatli oF Cib- 
ber, Ote late Bov^iiiiiliire 

(ihan M kk bn»Uiar to 

offer to Mv add kb badrom< 

lUr. Ma$oi4 {tbea *S ioiWB'l te to 


office, from his character, as the 
poorest scribbler could have been 
from his verses*. 


LET'TER LXIX. 

Mf\ 0ray to Dr. WHmion. 

February 21, 1758. 

Would you know what I am do- 
ing? I doubt you have been told 
already, and hold my employments 
cheap enough ; but every oiie mnJ. 
judge of bis own capability, and cut 
his amusements according to his 
di^iosition. The drift of my present 
studies is to know, wherever T am, 
what lies Within reach that may be 
worth seeing, whether it be building, 
min, park, garden, prospect, picture, 
or monument ; to whom it doth or 
has belonged, and what has been 
the characteristic and taste of differ- 
ent ages. You will say this is the 
object of all aittiqukries ; but pray 
what antiquary ever saw these ob- 
jects in the same light, or desired to 
[^ow them for a like reason? In 
short, aaiy what you idease, I am per- 
suaded Whenever .my Hal finished 
you will approve jjt, and think it of 
ho amall use; My spirits are very 
near the freezing point; and for 
some hours of the day this exercise, 
by its w^nth and gentle motion, 
jie^ms to’ raisp them a fower degrees 

the misfortuiife that has be- 
folfon Mrs. Cibber*shanary bird will 
not be ;^© ruin of A^is ; it is pro-^ 
bable you Witt have'duriokity enough 
fo see it, aait ia by the author of 
'Dougks. . ’ \ ' ' 

■ / ; ' UkiiM 8, 17^i‘ 

It is indd^ ^ for want of spirits, aa. 
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you suspecif that my studies lie 
among the cathedralst and the tomfas^i 
and the ruins. To think, though to 
little purpose, has been tbe chief 
amusement of my days ; and when 
I would not, or cannot think, I 
dream- At present I feel myself 
able to write a catalogue, or to read 
the Peerage book, or Miller’s Gar- 
dening Dictionary, and am thankful 
that tliere are such employments and 
such authors in the world. Some 
people, who hold me cheap for this, 
arj^ doing perhaps what is not half 

well worth while. As to posterity, 
I may ask (with somebody whom I 
have forgot), what has it ever dope 
to oblige me ! 

To make a transition from myself 
to as iKK>r a subject, the tragedy of 
Agis : I cry to think that it should 
be by the author of Douglas : why, 
it is all modern Greek ; the story is 
au antique statue painted white and 
red, frizzed, and dressed in a negli- 
gee made by a Yorkshire mahtua- 
maker. Then here is the Atiscellany 
(Mr. Dodsley has sent me the whole 
set gilt and lettered ; I thank 
Why, the two last volumes are .worse 
than the four first ; particularly Dr. 
Akenside is in a deplorable way. 
What signifies learning and the an-* 
cients (Mason will say triumphant- 
ly) ; why should people read Greek 
to lose their imagination, their ear, 
and their mother , tpngue ? But theo 
there is Mn Bhenstone, whd trusts 
to nature and simple sentiment, why 
does he do no better,? He goes bop- 
ping along his own gravel Walke^ 
and never deviates /the beaten 
paths for fear, of being iost. 

I have read Dr. Swift, and am 
disaj^pointed-* There is nothing of 
I negotiations that I have not seen 
better in Mt de Torcy before. The 
maimer is careless, and has little to 
distinguish ii from common writers. 
I meet with nothing to please me but 

^ Hi« History of the four W years of C^ueea 


m 

I the spiteful characters of the oppo- 
site party and its leaders. I expect- 
ed much more secret history. 


LETTER LI. 

ilfr. Chmy to Dr, Wharton, 

SiuMlay, April 9, 1758. 

I am equally sensible of your 
affliction,? and of your kindness, 
that made you think of me at such a 
moment : would to God 1 could les- 
sen the one, or requite the other 
with that consolation which I have* 
oflcn received from you when 1 most 
wanted it ! but your grief is too 
just, and the cause of it too fresh to 
admit of any such endeavour : what, 
indeed, is all human consolation ? 
Can it eBTaee every little amiable 
word or ' action of an object we 
loved, from our memory? Can it 
convince us, that all the hopes wc 
had entertained, the plans of fhture 
satisfection we had formed, were ill- 
grounded and vain, only because 
we hkve lost tliem ? The only coin- 
ferl am afraid) that belongs to pur 
condition, is to reflect (when time 
has given us leisure for reflection) 
that others have suffered worse ; or 
that we ourselves might have suffer- 
ed the same misfortune at times and 
In circumstances that would proba- 
bly have aggravated our sorrow. 
You might have seen this poor child 
arrived at an age to feilfil all your 
hopes, to' attach, you there strongly 
to him by long bi^bit, by esteem, as 
well as natural affection, and that 
towards the decline of your life, 
when we ihosi stand in need of sup- 
port, and when he might chance to 
have been only support; and 
then by some unforeseen and de- 
plorable accident, or some painfbl 
lingering distemper, you might have 
lost him. Such has been the fate 

t Occasioned f>v the deaih of his eWcsi (and 
at that tinui his oitly) son. 
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of many an unhappy father. I 
know there is a sort of tenderness 
which infancy and innocence alone 
produce ; but I think you must own 
the other to be a stronger and more 
overwhelming sorrow. Let me then 
beseech yOu to try, by every method 
of avocation and amusement, whether 
you cannot, by degrees, p^et the let- 
ter of that dejection of spirits, which 
inclines you to see every thing in tlie 
worst light possible, and throws a 
sort of voluntary gloom, not only over 
your present, but future days ; as if 
even your situation now were not 
•preferable to that of thousands round 
you; and as if your prospect here- 
after might not open as much of hap- 
piness to you as to any person you 
know ; the condition of our life jicr- 
^letually instructs iis to be rather slow 
to hope, as well as to despair ; and (I 
know you will forgive, me, if I tell 
you) you are often a little too hasty 
in both, perhaps from constitution* 
It is sure we have great power over 
our own minds, when, we choose ,to| 
exert it ; and though it be difficult to 
resist the mechanic impulse and bias 
ofiour own temper, it is yet possible,^ 
and still more so, to delay those reso- 
lutions it inclines us to take, which 
we almost always have cause to re^nt. 

You tell me nothing Cf Mrs* Whar- 
ton^s or your own state of health ; Ii 
will not talk to you more upon this sub-l 
ject till I hear you are both well : for 
that is grand point, and without 
it we may as wci.1 not,, think at all. 
Yoi* flatter me in thinking that any 
thing} ^at I can do* could at all al-^ 
leviate the just concern your lo^ has 
given yoii ; but I cannot flatter ray*» 
self so" far, and know how little qua- 
lified 1 am at present to give any sa- 
tisfaction to mysalfon this head, and 
in tills way mu^ feas to you. I by no 
means pretond to inspiration ; but yet 
I affirm, tliat the faculty in question is 

re- 

fjpi- 



L5 voluntairy i it is the 


rvBjfid ha^Jrequeswd him ts write ea 
child. , 


suit (1 suppose) of a certain disposi- 
tion of mind, which does not depend 
on one’s self, and which I have not 
felt this long time. Yon, that are a 
witness how seldom this spirit has 
moved me in ray life, may easily give 
credit to what 1 say, 

LETTER LII. 

Afr. Gray to Mr, Stonthewer. 

London, June 29, 1760. ^ 
Though ypu have had but a me- 
lancholy employment, it is worthy of 
envy, and (I hope) will have all the 
success jit deserves.t It was the 
best and most natural method of 
cure, and such as could not have 
been administered by any but your 
gentle band. I thank you for com- 
municating to me what hmst give you 
so much satisfaction. 

I too was reading M. D’Alembert, 
and (like you) am totally disappoint- 
ed in his Elements. 1 could only 
tote a little of the. first course; it 
ww dry as a stick, hard as a stone, 
qnd, cold as a cucumber. But then 
the letter tp Rousseau is like himself; 
and the discourses on elocution, and 
on the liberty of music, are divine. 
He has added to his tranidationjs from 
.Tacitus; and (what is remarkable) 
though that author’s manner morQ 
nearly resembles the best French 
'writers of the Resent age, than any 
thing, he totally fails in the attempt. 

Is it his fault, or that of the language ? - 
I have received another Scotch 
packet with a thkd specimen, inferi- 
or in kind bepaniic it is merely de- 
scription, but yet full of nature and no- 
ble wild, imagination- Five bards n 
pass the night at the castlq of a i 

(himself a principal bard) ; each goes ’ 
in his turn to ^ observe the face of 
things,; and t®|ldriis with an eatem- 

t Mr. Stonehewer mw si Houghton-Ic* 
Spring, in of ftariiam. laundins 

on his sii?k father, recior of ihet |>ariim. * 
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pore picture of the changes he has 
seen (it is an October night, the har- 
vest month of the highlands). This 
is the whole plan ; yet tliere is a con* 
irivance and a preparation of ideas, 
that you would not expect. The odd- 
est thing is, that every one of them 
sees ghosts (more or less). The idea 
that struck and surprised me most, is 
the following. One of them (de- 
scribing a storm of wind and rain) 
says 

Ghosts ritle on the tem])est lo-night I * , 

wT'et ijs. their v olcc Ixstweoi Uie gusts of wind 5 
Their songs arc of other worlds ! 

Did you never observe (while rock- 
ing winds are piping loud ) that pause, 
as the gust is recollecting itself, and 
rising ujx)!! the ear in a shrill and 
plaintive note, like the sw^ell of an 
adSoliaii harp ? I do assure you tliere 
is nothing in the world so like the 
voice of a spirit. Thomson had an 
ear sometimes ; lie was not deaf to 
this ; and has described it gloriously, 
but given it another different turn, 
and of more horror, I cannot repeat 
the lines : it is in his Winter, There 
is another very fine picture in one of 
them. It describes the breaking of 
the clouds after the storm, before it is 
settled into a calm, and when the 
moon is seen by short intervals. 

The wave* are tun^>Ung on die lake. 

And laslt the 1 00]^ sides; 

The boat is brimml in the cove, 

'I'he oars on llio rocking tide. ’ ^ 

Sad sits a maid boneath a cliff, 

And eyes the rolling stream : 

Iter loVer promised to come j 
f^hc saw Ins boat (wheh it was evening) on the 
lake ; 

Are these his tbe gale 1 

Is this his broken boat on Ute khpre ? 

LETTER Llir. 


Mr. Gray to Dr. Clarke* - 

^ ‘ Pembroke Hall, Aug. 1160. 

Not knowing whether you we yet 

* Physician at Epsom. With this gentleman 
(r. Gray commenced an early acquaintance at 
yiege. 


returned from your sea W&ter, I write 
at random to you. For me, I am 
come to tny resting place, and find 
it very necessary, after living for a 
month in a house with three women 
that laughed from morning to night, 
and would allow nothing to the sulki- 
ness of my disposition. Company and 
cards at home, parties by land and 
water abroad, and (what they call) 
doing something, that is, racketing 
about from morning tb night, are oc- 
cupations, I find, that wear out my 
spirits, especially in a situation where 
one might sit still, and be alone with 
pleasure ; for the place was a hillf" 
like Clifden, opening to a very exten- 
sive and diversified landscape, with 
the Thames, which is navigable, run- 
ning at its foot. 

1 would wish to continue here (in 
a very dificreiit scene, it must be 
confessed) (ill Michaelmas; but I 
fear 1 must come to town much soon- 
er. Cambridge is a delight of a 
X»lacc, now tliere is nobody in it. I 
do believe you‘ would like it, if you 
knew what it was without inhabitants. 
It is they, 1 assure you, that get it an 
ill name and spoil all. Our friend 
Dr. — (one of its nuisances) is not 
expected here again in a hurry. He 
is gone to his grave with five fine 
mackerel (large and full of roe) in 
his belly. He ate them all at one 
dinner but his fare was a turlxit on 
Trinity Sunday, 6f Which he left little 
fbr the company besides bones. He 
had not been hearty all the week ! 
but after this sixth fish he hever held 
up his head mbrey and a violent loose- 
ness carried him off. They say he 
made a very gpod end. 

Have you seen the Erse fragments 
since they were printed ? I am more 
puzzled than ever alKiut their anti' 
quity, though I still incline (against 
every body’s opinion) to believe them 
old. Those you have already aeen 
are the best ; though there are some 
others that are ext^lent too. 

+ Near Henley. 
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LETTER UV. 

Jfr. Gray to Mr. Mastm. 

Cambridge, Abg. 1760. 

1 have sent Musbbus back as you 
desired me^ scratched here and there ; 
and with it also a bloody satire, writ- 
ten against no less |>ersons than yon 
and 1 by name. I concluded at first 
it was Mr. * because he is your 
friend and my humble servant ; but 
then I thought he knew the world too 
well to call us the favourite miniems 
of taste and fashion, especially as to 
"bdes. For to them his ridicule is 
confined] so it is not he, but Mr. 
Colman, nephew to lady Bath, author 
of the Connoisseur, a member of one 
of the inns of court, and a particular 
acquaintance of Mr. Garrick. What 
have you done to him ? for I never 
heard his name beibre; he makes 
very tolerable fun with me where I 
understand him (which is not every 
where) ; but seems more angry with 
you. Lest people should not under- 
stand the humour of the thing (which 
indeed to do they must have our ly- 
rioisms at thek finger-ends), letters 
come out in Lloyd’s Evening Post to 
fell them who and what it wastliat he 
meant, and says it is like to produce 
a great combustion in the literary 
world. So if you have any mind to 
cmAustU about it, well and good; 
for me, I atn oeitltet so literary nor so 
combustible. The Monthly Review, 
1 see, just now has much stuff about 
imon thisoeeaskm. It says one of 
os at bast has al^ys borne hb 
culties meeBy. X leave you td guess, 
which of dsthai is ; J think 1 know* 
You simpleton you ! you must be 
meek; must |ou X nod see what ^ 
get by it, 

■ LETTER LV. 

'dfr. 0ra^ ts ^r^ WharioUf 

1761. 

I rejoice to find that you not only 


grow reconciled to your northern 
scene, but discover beauties round 
you that once were deformities ; I 
am persuaded the whole matter is to 
have always something going for- 
ward. Happy they that can create a 
rose-tree dr erect a honCy-suckle ; 
that can watch the brood of a hen, or 
see a fleet of their own ducklings 
launch into the water : it is with a sen- 
timent of envy I speak it, who never 
shall have even a thatched robf of my 
jown, nor gather a strawberry but in 
Covent Garden. I will not, however 
believe in the vocality of Old-Park 
till next summer, when perhaps 1 
mi^ trust to niy own ears. 

The NouveUe Hehise cruelly dis- 
appointed me ; but it has its par- 
tisans, amongst which are Mason 
and Mr. Hurd : for roe, I admire no- 
thing but Fingal (I conclude you 
have seen it, if not Stonehewer can 
lend it you); yet I remain still in 
doubt about the authenticity of these 
poems, though inclining rather to 
believe them genuine in spite of the 
world ; whether they are the inven- 
tions of antiquity, or of a modern 
Scotchman, either case is to me alike 
unaccountable ; je perd, 

1 send you a Swedish and English 
calendar ; the first column is by Ber- 
ger, a disciple of Idiinaeus ; the second 
by Mr. Stillingfieet;; the third (very 
imperfect indeed) by me. You ate t* » 
{libserve, as you tend your plantations 
and take your walks, how the spring 
advances in the north, ^aud whether 
Old Park most resembles Upsal^or 
Stratton. , The latter has on one side 
a barren black ^ath; on the other 
a light sandy loam ; lall , the im^ntry 
about is a dead you see it is ne- 
cessary you should know the ait^- 
iion (1 do not mean any tefiectiofi 
upon any body's place) ; and this is 
the description Mr. Stillingfieet gives 
of his friend Mr. Marshamb seat, to 
which be retires in the summer, and 
bptaniiKes. ^ I have lately made an ac- 
quamtance with this phibsopher^ wfi^ 
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lives iu a garret here iii the winter, 
that he may support some near rela- 
tions who depend upon him ; he is 
always employed, consequonUy (ac- 
^ cording to my old maxim) always 
happy, always cheerful, and seems to 
me a very worthy honest man : his 
present scheme is to send some per- 
sons properly qualified to reside a 
year or two in Attica, to make them- 
selves acquainted with the climate, 
productions, and nati^raJ liistory of 
the country, that we may understand 
Aristotle, Theophrastus, who 
have been Heathen Creek to us for 
so many ages ; and this he has got 
proposed to Iprd Bute, no unlikely 
person to put it into execution, as he 
is himself a botanist. 


LETTER LVI. 

Mr, Graff to Mr, Mason. 

\ August, 1761. 

Be assured your York canon never 
will die ; so the betteV the thing is in 
value, |he worse for you.* The true 
way to immortality is to get you nomi- 
nated one^s successor ; age an<l dis- 
eases vanish at your name; fevers 
turn to radical heat, and fistulas to 
issues ; it is a judgment that v^alts 
on your insatiible avarice, ; You 
could not let the pomr old man die at 
his ease, when he w^s about it; at«d 
all his. Samily (I suppose) are cursing 
you^r it‘' ' 

^ wrote tc 3brd on his reco- 
very ; and he answers me very obe^- 
fblly, as if his Jbad been but 
slight, arid the; plWnSy weire no 
more than a bede slocking, 

^ got it, be says* not by sewnperr 



(and prdy so tell him, if you see him) 
of an old alderman that 1 knew, who, 
after living forty years on the lat of 
the land (not milk and honey, but ar- 
rack, punch, and venison ), and losing 
his great toe with a mortincation, said 
to the last, that ho owed it to two 
grapes, which he ate one day after 
dinner. He felt them lie cold at hjs 
stomach the minute they were down. 

Mr. Montagu (as I guess, at your 
instigation) has earnestly desired me 
to write scmie lines to be put on a 
monument, which he means to erect 
at Bollisle. It is a task I do not love, 
knowing sit William Williams an 
slightly as I did : but he is so friend- 
ly a person, and his afiliction seemed 
to me so real , that I could not re- 
fuse him. I have sent him the fol- 
lowing verses, which I neither like 
myself, nor will be, I doubt ; how- 
ever, 1 have showed him that I wished 
to oblige him. Tell me your real 
opinion. 


LETTER LVII. 

Mr, Gray to Dr. Whfxrton.^ 

Camtindge, Dec. 4, 1762. 

I feel very ungrateful every day that 
1 continue Cilent ; and yet now that 
I take my pen in hand, I have only 
time to teu you, that of all the places 
which I, saw In my return from you, 
Bardwicke pleased me the most.f 
One would tliink th^t Mary C^ueen 
of Scots was fimt just walked down 
into the Bark her guard for half 

an hour; ber^gallery, her roqiu of au- 
dience* he;r with the 

very chair of state, foot- 

siooL ut m oratory, carpets, 

and iangmg^ jusrt; as she left them ; 
a little tatm^ed indeed^ but the more 
venerafdef tmd all preserved with re- 
ligious care» 4iid paired up tn winter. 

When i in London, ! found 

t A aeat tiCthe Uttkeef Devoudtire, in Derby- 
shire. 
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professor Turner* had been dead 
above a ibrtiiigbt ; and being cock- 
ered and spirited up by some friends 
(though it was rather the latest) 
got my name suggested to lord Bute. 
You may easily imagine who under^ 
took it, and indeed, he did it with 
2 eal:t I received my answer very 
soon, which was what you may easily 
imagine, but joined with great pro- 
fessions of his desire to serve me on 
future occasions, and many more 
fine words that I pas^ over, not out 
of modesty, but for another reason : 
BO you see I have made my fortune 
Jike sir Francis Wronghead. This 
nothing is a profound ^cret, and no 
one here suspects it even now^ To- 
day I hear Mr, E, DelavalJ has got 
it, but we are not yet certain ; next 
to myself 1 wished for him. 

You see vire have made a peace* 
I shdl be silent about it, because if 
I say any thing anti-ministerial, you 
will tell me you know the reason ; 
and if I approve it, you will think I 
have iny expectations still All I 
know is, that the duke of Newcastle 
and lord Hardwicke both say it is an 
excellent peace, and only Mr* Pitt 
calls it inglorious an^ insidious. 


LETTER LVIIL 

Mr, Gray to Whartm. 

Aug. 1766. 

Whatever my pen may do, I am 
sure my thdught^^ex^tiato no where 
ofiener,: or; iw}th ;mbt^c pleasure, <hkn 
to C^d<^Pairk; { hope have 
my peaOe with fiiO lady* 

It is ceitam, 
in niy 

* Piio0;«iK»rof Uta.uui’ 

verity 

Th« lU q*ie8tipB ivakffiv«|i «» tfeijwUa' of 

«ir Jamm ■ 


sent to my memory as the rest of the 
whole family ; and 1 desire you 
would present her with two kisses 
in my name^ and one apiece to all 
the others ; for I shall take the liber- . 
ty to kiss them all (great and small,) 
as you are to be iny proxy. 

In spite of the rain, which I think 
continued, with very short intervals, 
till the beginning of this month, and 
quite eflaced the summer from the 
year, I made a shift to pass May 
and J'une not disagreeably in Kent. 

I was surprised at the beauty of tljo 
road to Canterbury, which (I know 
tiot why) bad not struck me before. 
The whole country is a rich and 
well-cultivated garden ; orchards, 
cherry grounds, hop gardens, inter- 
mixed with corn and frequent vil- 
i; gentle risings covered with 
wood, and every where the Thames 
and Medway breaking in upon the 
landscape with all their navigation. 

It w^as indeed owing to the bad 
weather that the whole scene was 
dressed in that tender emerald green, 
which one usually sees only for a 
fortnight in the opening of the 
spring ; and this continued till I leO. 
the country. My residence w'as 
eight miles east of Canterbury, in a 
little quiet valley on the skirts of 
Barham Down.§ In these parts the 
whdle soil is chalk ; and whenever 
it holds up; in half an hour it is dry 
enough to walk out. I took the 
djpportumty of thriee or four days 
fine weatlier to ^ into ^ Isle of 
Than^ ; saw ftf^gath (which is 
Barthoiomew*&ir % the! sea^sid^*) 
Ramsgate^ and othw places there ; 
ahid so came % ^^dwich, l>qal, 
Llover, Fhlimfone^ Hithe, hack 
agaim The is not Jike Ilartle- 
pooi; there ajf^ ho focks, but onlT’'" 1 
chkikyt clifis of po gro^t height tjfi 
you come to Bpver there indeed i 
they are lioMe and ; picturie^Ue, and i 

$ At loieu^a, wbera faik friendl JUv. WSI- 
]iam RobmsbA, breaker to lUattbeW BobiiijKMtt, ' 
1^. late member for Canterbury, then resided. J 
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the opposite coasts of France begin 
to bound your view, which was teft 
before to range unlimited by any 
thing but the horizon ; yet it is by 
no means a shtpless sea, but every 
where peopled with white sails, and 
vessels of ail sizes in motion : and 
take notice (except^, in the Isle, 
which is all corn-helds, and has very 
little inclosure) there arc in all 
places hedge-rows, and tall trees 
even within a few yards of the beach. 
Particularly, Hithe stands on an 
eminence covered with wood, f 
shall confess we had fires at night 
(ay and' at day too) several times in 
June; but do not go and take ad- 
vantage in the north at this, for it 
was the most untoward year that 
ever I remember. 

My compliments to Mrs. Wharton 
and all your family : I will not name 
them, lest 1 should affront any body* 


LETTER LIX. 


i!fr. Chray to Mr, Mason. , 
March 28, 1767. 

I break in upon you at a moment, 
when we least of all are permitted 
to disturb our friends, only to say* 
that you are daily and hourly present 
U) my tlK>ug|hts. If the worst be not 
yet past, you will neglect 
me ; but if the last struggle be over ; 
if the pebf of your long 

aymeties be sensible to 

Jour kindness, ^ bi^ own suffer- 
ings, 8Jlow/,me (ai.foast in for 
ivhat could I do, 1^ present, 
more than this " 1)1 fo sit by you in sir 
jence, f>ity*from my heart itpt 
\ who is Jat rest, buf . you, whp 
lose her.; Slay He, whp madia 
the Master of :;Q«ir pleasures mid of 
our pains, prei^rvoand support you! 
Adieu:" -'i'V' , / ■ . ' 


^5 

I have long understood how little 
you had to hope. 

LETTER LX. 

Mr, Gray to Mr. Beattu. 

Old Park, near DarUngton. Durham, 
Aug;ust 12, 1767. 

I received from Mr. Williamson 
that very obliging mark you were 
pleased to ,give me of your remem- 
brance : had I not entertained some 
slight hopes of revisiting Scotland 
this summer, and consequently of 
seeing you at Aberdeen, I had soon- 
er acknowledged, by letter, the 
favour you have done rne. Those 
hopes are now at an end : but I do 
not therefore despair of seeing again 
a country that has given me so much 
pleasure; nor of telling you, in per- 
son, how much I esteem you and 
(as you choose to call them) your 
amusements r the .specimen of them, 
which you, were so good as to send 
me, I think excellent ; the sentiments 
are such as a melancholy imagina- 
tion naturally suggests in solitude 
and silence, and th^ (though light 
and business may suspend or banish 
them at times) return with but so 
much the greater force upon a feel- 
ing heart ; the diction is elegant and 
unconstrained : not loaded with epi- 
ithets and. figures, nor flagging info 
prose : the versification is easy and 
harmonious* My only objection is 
« « * # 

You see, fit,, , J take tl^ liberty 
you indulged inu in,; when I fitst 
saw youj aij^ dwefore I make no 
excuses, for4% biii desire you .would 
take your jj^yenge On me in bind. 

I have nver (but too, hastily) 
Mr* Perg^wii’s book. There are 
uncommon atraittf of eloquence in 
it; and I, was surprised to. find not 
one single idiom of his country (I 
think) in the wfaofo work, Mb has 
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not the fault you mention ; his ap* 
pUcation to the heart is frequent, aufl 
often successful. His love of Mon* 
tesquieu and Tacitus has led him 
into a manner of writing too shorts 
winded and sententious ; which 
those great men, had they lived in 
better times, and under a , better 
government, would have avoided 

1 know no pretence that I have to 
the honour lord Gray is pleased to 
do me ;* but if his lordship chooses 
to own me, it certainly is not my 
business to deny it. I say not this 
merely on account of his quality, but 
J>ecaase he is a very worthy and ac* 
complished person. 1 am truly sor- 
ry for the great loss he has had since! 
I left Scotland* If you should 
chance to see him^ 1 will beg you to 
. present my re^ctful litumble service^ 
to his lordship. 

I ga^ Mr. Williamson all the in- 
formation 1 was able in the short 
time he staid with me. He seemed 
to answer well the character you 
g^ve ’me of him : but what. I chiefly 
envied in him, was his ability of 
walking all the way ftrom Aberdeen 
to ^ Cambridge, and back " . again ; 
whmh if 1 p<wse^d, you would anon 
sOe your o^iged, s . . 


LETTER LXI. 

Mr. Gra^ iojAe ^ 

YOinr gmeo' ha? dOalt iibblj wiitfe 
me ; ‘ and,, the saihe 'det^cnoy w "mljhd 


feel they come from my heart, and 
tt^refore are not wholly unworthy 
of your grace’s acceptance. 1 even 
{^flatter myself (such is my pride) 
that you have some little satisfaction 
in your own work. If I did not 
deceive myself in this, it would com- 
plete the happiness of, my lord, your 
grace’s most obliged and devoted 
servant. 


thiti h 

VOtt^.-Ott'thife',, 

pected, .'may, 
verse 'to' 
and grateful 

your ^gtacie! ''mu^^.eacUse mo,,, 'they 
will have .Sieir vmy'ji ,tliey, 

bi^i ' know.', and’ 

* boi'd Oray liad'Mi that Mr.'Gteay was 
!at«d w his (koMly, ^ , 


LETTER LXn. 


Mr Grsty tQ Mr. NicJtoih,f 

Jermyn-slreet, Aiig. 3, I768, 

. That Mr. Brookett has broken his 
neck, by a fall front his horse, you 
will have ^en in the newspapers; 
and also, that I, your humble ser- 
vant, have kissed the king’s hand 
for his succession: they arc both 
true, but the manner how you know 
not ; only I^n assure you that 1 had 
no hand at all in his fall, and alntost 
as little in the second event. He 
died oh the Smiday ; on Wednesday 
ftillovring^ his grace the duke of Graf- 
ton wyoto me a very polite letter to 
say, that his tnnjesty had command- 
ed hint to offer me the vacant pro- 
fessorship, not only as a reward of, 
j&c. but ^ a credit to, 4kc. with 
much more, too high for me to irati- 
fcribe: So on Thursday the king 
signed the warrant, ,apd ndxt day, 
<5d his I ’fciased his hand ; he 

made me sei^ni^al .g^lotts speedh^s, 
W^Meh I not" re^at, because 
body does 

and 


#0 ceremony io le^b^ to nie, 
hardly:khow.Vb^^ .. ^ i 
with 

heit iwta foitn^ht then to ^ 

C^lu’idge; to bd suie hiy dignity | 

t E^^clor of la SufTalk. 

aoqaai^tiaco with Mr.,6rayOom»ioitM a 
few yearo b<s%o ,ilib dato of tbia, i«diea b« was a ■ 
suaiobt of TsSbiiy-flatl, Oambridgo. 
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is a little the worst? for wear, btif 
jnentlcd anti \\asli(?tl, it will dolor 
me. 

LETTER LXIir. 

Jl/r. Gray to ^Jr. Beat tie. 

fVnihroko-Hall, Oft. M, 17(78 

It is some time since I received 
from Mr. Eon I is two copies of iny 
Foc'ins, one hy tlie hands of Mr. T. 

the othtir by Mr, Merrill, a 
hookselltir of this town : it is indeed a 
jnost bccMitifnf edition, and must cer- 
tainly do credit both to him and to 
me : but 1 fear it ^\ill be of no other 
iidvantaiTc to him, as Dodsley has 
contrive.d to j^lut the town already 
with two <‘diti(ms beforehand, one of 
fifteen tiiousand, and the other seven 
inn id red and tifty, both indeed far 
inlerior to that of Glasgow, but sold 
at half the price. 1 must r<*peat my 
thanks, sir, for the trouble you liavt? 
been pleased to give yourself on my 
account ; and through you 1 must 
de^ire leave to cou\ey my acknow- 
ledgments to Mr. Foulis, tor the pain^ 
and <‘xpensc he has been at in this 
publication. 

Wo live at ^o groat a distance, 
tliat, perhaps, 3011 may not yet hav<* 
learned, what, I Hatter myself, you 
will not be disploasid to hear; the 
iniddh’ of last summer bis maje.sty 
was jiloasiid to appoint me rogius 
1‘essor of modern history in tins 
nniiersity: it is the host tiling tin* 
crown has to bestow (on a layman) 
Ir&ro : the salary is 400 .i.' per aim. ; 
bnt what enhances the value of it to 
mo is, that it w'as bestow'ed wdthuut 
boitig asked. TIu? piirsoii who held 
it before mo, died on the Sunday ; 
and on Wednesday following the 
duke of Grafton w'rote me a letter to 
say, that the king olfered me tliis 
oHice, w'ith many additional expres- 
sions of kindness on bis grace’s part, 
to wliom 1 am but little know n, and 
whom I have not seen either before 
Voi.. III. Nos. 49 &- 50 . 


or since he did me this favour, fii- 
staiices of a benefit so nobly confer- 
red, 1 believe, are rare ; aiul fbere- 
Ibre 1 tell you of it as a thing that 
docs honour, not only to me, but to 
the mi n isle r. 

As I lived liercbelbre from choice, 
I shall now coniinne to do .so from 
obligation : if business or curiosity 
should call you sonili wards, you will 
find fe*w Irionds that, will .see you 
With more cordial satisfaction than, 
dear sir, <&£.c. 


LETTER LX IV. 

Mr. Gray to Mr. NiUiolL, 

1 was absent from College, and 
did not receive yoiir rnelanclioly let- 
ter till my return hither yesterday , 
so you must not attribute this delay 
to me, hut to accident ; to sympa- 
thize with you in such a loss*^ is an 
easy task for me, but to comfort you 
not so easy : can I wisJi to see you 
unafiected with the sad scene now’ 
before your eyes, or with the loss of 
a person that, through a great part 
of your life, has jirovc'd himself so 
kind a friend to you? lie who bo.st 
knows our nature (for lie made us 
wiiat we are), by sucli ci/Ilictions re- 
calls us from our w andering thoughts 
and idle merrimont, ; from the inso- 
lence of youth and prosjierity, 10 se- 
lious rellectiou, to our duty, and to 
himself; nor ne(;d we hasten to get 
rid of the.se impressions ; tune (by 
appointment of the same Tower) 
will cure the .smart, and in some 
hearts soon blot out all tlie traces of 
sorrow ; but sucli as })reserve tlieni 
longest (for it is jiartly left in onr 
own power) do perhaps best acqui- 
esce in the wdli of th(? chastiser. 

For tlie con.sequences of this sud- 
den loss, I see them well, and I 
think, in a like situation, could forti- 
fy my mind, so as to support them 
The death of his imck, f^overuor Floyor 
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with cheerfulness and good hopes, 
though not naturally inclined to see 
things in their best aspect. When 
you have time to turn yourself round, 
you* must think seriously of your pro- 
fession ; you know I would have 
wished to see you wear the livery of 
it long ago : but I will not dwell on 
this subject at present. To be ob- 
liged to those we love and esteem is 
a pleasure ; but to serve and oblige 
them is still greater ; and this, with 
independence, (no vulgar blessing), 
are what a profession at your age 
may reasonably promise ; without if 
they are hardly attainable. Remem- 
ber 1 speak from experience. 

In the mean time, while your pre- 
sent situation lasts, which I hope 
will not be long, continue your kind- 
ness and confidence in me, by trust- 
ing me with the whole of it ; and 
surely you hazard nothing by so do- 
ing : that situation does not appear 
so nevv to me as it does to you. you 
well know the tenor of ray convcr-| 
sation (urged at limes perhaps a little | 
farther than you liked) has been in-| 
tended to prepare you for this event,; 
and. to familiarise y^ur mind with] 
this spectre, which you call by its^ 
worse name : but remember tliati 

Honest a res est heta paup€rlasy\ 
I see it with respect, and so willj 
every one, whose poverty is notj 
seated in their mind. There is but! 


friend of mine is struck with a para- 
lytic disorder, in which state it is 
likely he may live incapable of as- 
sisting himself, in the hands of ser- 
vants or relations that only gajie afttir 
his spoils, perhaps for years to come : 
think how many things may bclal 
a man far worse than poverty or 
death. 


LETTER LXV. 

Mr, Gray to Mr. Nicholls 

IVmbrokf^-Colle^*', Juno 21.. 

And so you have a garden of yeur 
ow'u, and you plant and trans]>Iant, 
and are dirty and amused ? Are yon 
not ashamed of yourself? Why, 1 
have no such thing, you monster, 
nor ever shall be cither dirty or 
amused as long as 1 live. My gar- 
dens are in the windows, like those 
of a lodger up three pair ol' stairs 
in Petticoat-lane, or Camomile-sirecit, 
and they go to bed regularly under 
the same roof that J do. Dear, 

I how charming it must he to walk 
out ill one's own gffrdinp^ and sit on 
a bench in the oy)eii air, with a foun- 
tain and leaden statue, and a rolling- 
stone, and an arbour : have a care 
of sore throats though, and the a^ne. 

However, be it known to ynv 


one real evil in it (take my word, 
who know it well), and that is, that 
you have less the power of assisting 
others, who have not the same re- 
sources to supf>ort them. You have 
youth *. you have many kind, well- 
intentioned people belonging to you ; 
many acquaintances of your own, 
or families that will wish to serve 
you. Consider how many have had 
the same, or greater cau.se for dejec- 
tion, with none of these resources 
before their eyes. Adieu ! I sin- 
cerely wish your happiness. 

Ff S, i have just heard that a 


■ though I have no garden, i have 
Isold my estate,* and got a thousand 
i guineas, and fourscore pounds a 
year for my old aunt, and a twenty 
pound prize in the lottery, aifd 
liOrd knows what, arrears in the 
Treasury, and am a rich fellow 
enough, go to ; and a fellow that hath 
had losses, and one that hath two 
gowns, and every thing handsome 
about him, and in a few days shall 

* Cod.^isting’ of honsr-? on iho wesl sido of 
Hand-Alley, London. Mrs. OllifTo was ibe 
aunt hori* 'inenlioned, who had a share in this 
estate, and tor whom lie procured thi.s annuity. 
She died in 1771, a few months before her ne- 
phew. 
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have new window-curtains : are you 
advised of that ? Ay, and a new 
mattress to lie u])on. 

My Ode lias been rehearsed again 
and again,* and the scholars have 
got scra])s by heart : 1 exjiect to see 
it torn picce-rncal in the North-Bri- 
ton before it is born. If you will 
come you shall see it, and sing in it 
amidst a chorus from Salisbury and 
(Gloucester music-meeting, great 
names there, and all well versed in 
.Tildas Maccabarus. 1 w'ish it were 
once over ; for then 1 irii mediately 
go l()r a few days to London, and so 
with Mr. Brown to Aston, though 
I fonr il will rain the whole summer, 
and Skiddaw will be invisible and 
inaccessible to mortals. 

J have got lie la Lande’s Voyage 
through Jtaly, in eight volumes; he 
is a member of the Academy of 
Sciertces, and pretty good to read. 

1 have read too an octavo volume of 
Shell stone’s Letters. Poor man 1 
he was always wisliing for money, 
for fame, and other distinctions; and 
his whole philosophy consisted in 
living against his will in retirement, 
and in a place which his taste had 
adorned ; but which he only enjoyed 
when jieople of note came to sec and 
coininond it; Jiis correspondence is 
about iiotliing else but this place! 
and his own writings, with two or 
three neighbouring clergymen who 
wrote verses too. ^ 

1 have just found the beginning of 
a h'tter, which somebody had drop- 
j)ed : 1 should rather call it first 
^■dhouglits tor the beginning of a let- 
ter : for there are many scratches 
and corrections. As I cannot use it 
myself (having got a beginning al- 
ready of my own), I send it for your 
use on some great occasion. 

Dear sir, 

“ After so long silence, the hopes 

CKIp for Music on the Duke of (irafton’s 
liistullatiou. 


of pardon, and prospect of forgive- 
ness, might seem entirely extinct, 
or at least very remote, was I not 
truly sensible of your goodness and 
candour, which is the only asylum 
that my negligence can fly to, since 
every apology would prove insuffi- 
cient to counterbalance it, or alle- 
viate my fault : how then shall my 
deficiency presume to make so bold 
an attempt, or be able to sufi’er the 
hardships of so rough a campaign '!’* 
I&.C. &/C. &c. 


LETTER LXVI. 

Mr. Gray to Mr. Deattic, 

I Peinbroke-Uall, July 2, 1770. 

I rejoice to hear that you are re- 
stored to better stale of health, to 
your books, and to your Muse once 
again. That forced dissipation and 
exercise we are obliged to fly to as a 
remedy, when this frail machine goes 
wrong, is often almost as bad as the 
distemper we would cure ; yet 1 too 
have been constrained of late to pnr- 
|sue a like regimen, on accoun^t of 
I certain pains in the head (a sensa- 
tion unknown to me before) and of 
(great dejection of ,s]>irits. This, sir, 

I is the only excuse T have to make 
you for my long silence, and not (as 
jierhaps you may have figured to 
yourself) any secret reluctance 1 had 
to tell you iny mind conceruing the 
specimen you so kindly sent me of 
your new poem :t on the contrary, 
if I had seen any thing of imyior- 
tance to disapprove, I should have 
hastened to inform you, and never 
doubted of being forgiven. The 
truth is, I greatly like all I have seen, 
and wish to see more. Tlie design 
is simple, and pregnant with poetical 
ideas of various kinds, yet seems 
somehow imperfect at the end. Why 
may not young Edwin, w'hen neces- 
|sity has driven him to take up the 
y The Minstrel. 
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harp and assume the profession of 
a minstrel, do some great and siiigu* 
lar service to liis country ? (what 
service I must leave to your inven- 
tion) such as no general, no statcs- 
nian, no moralist, could do without 
the aid of music, ins])iration, and 
poetry. This will not appear an 
irrij)rohability in those early times, 
an<l in a character then Jield sacred, 
and respected by all nations : besides, 
it will be a full answer to all the her- 
mit has said, wlien he dissuaded him 
from cultivating these pleasing arts; 
it will show their use, and make the 
of our favourite aiidj 
elostial science. And lastly (what 
veiglKs most with me), it will throw 
norc of action, pathos, and interest, 
nlo your design, which already 
abounds in reilcctioti and sentiment. 
As to description, I have always 
thought that it made the most grace- 
i’ul ornament of poetry, but never 
ought to make the subject. Your 
ideas are new, and borrowed from 
a mountainous country, the only 
one that can lurnish truly picturesque 
scenery. Some triiles in the lan- 
guage or versification you will per- 
mit me to remark.’*' * * 

1 will not enter at present into 
the merits of your T],'{say on Truth, 
because I have not yet given it all 
the attention it deserves, though 1 
have read it through with pleasure ; 
besides, I am partial ; for I have 
always thought David Hume a per- 
nicious writer, and believe he has 
done as much mischief here as he 
has in his own country. A turbid 
and shallow stream often appears to 
our apprehensions very deep, A 
professed sceptic can be guided by 
nothing but his present passions (if 
he has any) and interests ; and to be 
masters of his philosopliy we need 
not his books or advice ; for every 
child is capable of the same thing, 
witiinut any study at all Is not 
that naivete and good humour, which 
his admirers celebrate in him, owing 


to this, that he has continued all his 
days an infant, but one that unhap- 
pily has been taught to read and 
write ? That childish nation, the 
French, have given him vogue and 
fashion, and we, as usual, have learn- 
ed from them to admire him at se- 
cond hand. 


LETTER LXVII. 

Mr, Gray to Mr, NUholh. 

It is long since that I heard yon 
were gone in haste into Yorkshiie 
on account of your mother’s illrn ss ; 
and the same letter informed me 
that she was recovered, otherwise I 
had then wrote to you only to hog 
you would take care of her, and to 
inform you that 1 liad discovered a 
thing very little known, wdiich is, 
that in one’s whole life one can 
never have any more than a single 
mother. You may think this is ob- 
vious, and (w^hat you call) a trite 
observation. You are a green gos- 
ling ! I was at the same age (very 
near) as wise as you, and yet I never 
discovered this (with full evidence 
and conviction I- mean) till it was 
too late. It is thirteen years ago, 
and seems but as yesterday, and 
every dav I live it sinks deeper into 
my heart.* Many a corollary coubl 
I draw from this axiom lor your use 
(not for my own), but I will leave 
you the merit of doing it for your- 
self. Pray tell me how your healtl*, 
is : I conclude it perfect, as I hear 
you offered yourself as a guide to 
! Mr. Palgrave into the Sierra M(ire- 
ua of Yorkshire. For me, I passful 
the end of May and all June in Kent, 

* lie seldom mentioned his mother ^^ithont 
a sjph. After his death her and weai" 

int; apparel were found in a trunk in Ins ajiari^ 
meiits just as she had left them ' it set>itied as 
if he eould never take the rcstjlulion to open 
it, in order to distribute them to his female 
relations, to whom, by his will, he bequeathed 
them. 
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not disagreeably. In the west part 
of it, from every eminence the eye 
catches some long reach of the 
Thames and Medway, with all their 
shipping: in the cast the sea breaks in 
upon you, and mixes its wliite transient 
sails and glittering blue expanse with 
ti^e deeper and brighter greens of 
t!je woods and corn. This sentence 
is so fine, I am quite ashamed ; but 
no matter ; you must translate it 
into prose. Pulgravc, if he heard it, 
wf)uld cover his face with his pud- 
den sleeve. I do not tell you of the 
great and small beasts, and creeping 
tilings innumerable, that I met with, 
bee.auscj you do not suspect that this 
world is inhabited by any thing but 
men, and women, and clergy, and 
such twodegged cattle. Now I am 
hi re again very disconsolate, and all 
alone, for Mr. Brown is gone, and 
the cares of this world are coming i 
thick upon me: you, I hope, arei 
better olT, riding and walking in the 
woods of Studlcy, & lc . &c. I niitstj 
not wish for you here ; besides I am 
going to town at Michaelmas, by no 
means for amusement. 


LETTER LXVIIL 

3Ir, Gray to Dr. Wharton. 

Ma> 24,nTl.* 
My last summer’s tour was 
through Worcestershire^* Glouces- 
^tjBFshire, Monmouthshire, Ilcreford- 
- '"shire, and Shropshire, five of the 
most beautiful counties in the king- 
dom. The very principal light and 
^.apital feature of rny journey was 
the river Wye, which I descended ini 


a boat for near forty miles from Ross 
to Chepstow. Its banks are a suc- 
cession of nameless beauties; one 
out of many you may see not ill 
described by Mr. Whately, in his 
Observations on Gardening, under 
the name of the New- Weir : he has 
also touched upon two others, Tin- 
terne Abbey and Persfiold, both of 
them famous scenes, sind both on the 
Wye. Monmouth, a town 1 never 
heard mentioned, lies on the same 
river, in a vale tliat is the delight of 
my eyes, and the very seat of plea- 
sure. The vale of Abergavenny, 
Ragland and Chepstow castles ; Lud- 
low, Malvnru-1 fills, llampton-Court, 
near Lemster ; the Leasowes, 1 lag- 
ley, the three cities and their Cathe- 
drals; and lastly Oxford (where I 
[passed two days on rny return with 
great satisfaction), were the rest of 
my acquisitions : and no bad liarvcst 
in my opinion : but I marie no jour- 
nal myself, else you sliould have had 
it : I have indeed a short one written 
by the companion of my travels,* 
that serves to rocal and fix the fleet- 
ing images of these things. 

T have had a cough upon me these 
three months, which is incurable. 
The approaching summer 1 have 
sometimes iiad thoughts of spending 
on the continent ; but 1 have now 
dropped that intention, and believe 
my expeditions will terminate in Old 
Park ; but I make not promise, and 
can answer for nothing ; my own 
employment so sticks in my stomach, 
anfJ troubles my conscience : and yet 
travel i must, or cease to exist. Till 
this year I hardly knew what (me- 
chanical) low spirits were, but now 
f even tremble at an cast wind. 


Mr. Nicholls. 



BOOK THE FOURTH. 


RECENT LETTERS. 


SECTION II. 

FROM THE LETTERS OF LAURENCE STERNE, AND 
OTHERS. 


LETTER I. 

Mr'. Sterne to Miss L . 

I have oftended her whom I so 
tenderly love !-^what could tempt 
me to it ! but, if a hegMr was to 
knock at, thy gate^ wouJdst thou not 
0 [)en the door, and be melted with 

compassion? 1 know thou wouldst, 

for Pity has erected a temple in thy 
bosom. — Sweetest, and best of all 
liuman passions ! let thy web of ten- 1 
derness cover the pensive form of: 
Affliction, and soften the darkest 
shades of Misery ! I have re-consi-; 
dered this apology, and, alas ! what I 
will it accomplish? Arguments, how^-j 
ever finely spun, can never change 
the nature of things — ^very true — so 
a truce with them. 

I have lost a very valuable friend 
by a sad accident ; and what is 
worse, he has left a widow and five 
young children to lament this sudden 
stroke. — If real usefulness and in- 
tegnty of heart could have secured 
him from this, his friends would not 
now be mourning his untimely fate. 


— ^These dark and seemingly cruel 
dispensations of Providence often 
make the best of human hearts com- 
plain. — Who can paint the distress 
of an affectionate mother, made a 
widow in a moment, wf^cpiiig in bit- 
terness over a numerous, lielpless, 

and fatherless offspring ! (rot! ! 

these are thy chastisements, and re- 
quire (hard task!) a pious acquies- 
cence. 

Forgive me this digression, and 
allow me to drop a tear over a de- 
parted friend ; and, what is m(»re 
excellent, an honest man. My 1^. ! 
thou wilt feel all that kindness can 

inspire in Ihe death of . The 

event was sudden, and tliy gentle 
spirit would be more alarmed on that 
accf)unt. — But, my L., thou hast less 
I to lament, as old age was creepin^^ 
Ion, and her period of doing good, 
and being useful, was nearly over, 
— At sixty years of age tlie tein^- 
nient gets fast out of repair, and llie 
lodger with anxiety thinks of a dis- 
charge. — In such a situation the poet 
might well say, 

The soul uneasy," &c. 
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My L. talks of leaving the coun- 
try — may a kind angel guide thy 
steps hither ! — Solitude at length 
grows tiresome. — Thou sayest thou 
wtlL quit the place with regret— I 
tliiiik so loo. — Does not something 
uneasy mingle with the very reflec- 
tioii of leaving it ? It is like parting 
with an old friend, whose temper 
and company one has long been ac- 
quainted with — I think I see you 
kjoking tw’enty times a day at the 
Jiouse — almost counting every brick 
and pnne of glass, and telling them 
at the same time with a sigh, you 
an* going to leave them. — Oh happy 
modification of rnatUT ! tht‘y will re- 
main insensible of thy loss. — But 
how wilt thou bo able to part with 
thy garden ? — The recollection of so 
many pleasing w'alks must have en- 
deared it to you. The trees, the 
shrubs, the flowers, which thou hast 
reared with thy own hands — will they 
not droop and fade away sooner upon 
thy departure i — Who will be the 
successor to nurse them in thy al)- 
seiice I — 'riiou wilt leave thy name 
iqion the myrlle-lrce. — If trees, and 
shrubs, and flowers, could compose 
an elegy, I should expect a very 
plaintive one upon this .subject. 

Adieu, adieu ! Believe me ever, 
ever thine- 


LETTER II. ^ 

Mr. Sterne to Mrs. F . 

Vtirk. l'u«*sUay, Nov. 19, 1759. 

Dear madam, 

Your kind inquiries after my 
Jiealth deserve my best thanks. — 
What can give one more pleasure 
than the good w'ishes of those we 
value? — 1 am sorry you give so bad 
an account of your own health, but 
hope you will find benefit from tar- 
water — it has been of infinite ser- 
vice to me. — I suppose my good lady, 
by what you say in your letter, “ that 


I am busy writing an extraordinary 
book,” that your intelligence comes 
from York — the fountain-head of all 
chit-chat news — and — no matter. — 
Now tor yonr desire of knowing the 
reason of my turning author ? why 
truly f am tired of employing my 
brains for other p(;o])le's advantage. 
— ’Tis a foolish sacrifice 1 have made 
for some years to an ungrateful per- 
son. — 1 depend much upon the can- 
dour of the public, hut 1 shall not 
pick out a jury to try the merit of 

my book amongst , and — till you 

read my Tristram, do not, like some 
people, condemn it. — Laugh 1 am 
sure you w'ill at some passages. — [* 
have hired a small house in the Min- 
ster Yard for my with and daughter 
— the latter is to begin dancing, &.c. : 
if X cannot leave her a fortune, I 
will at least give her an education. 
— As T shall publish my works very 
soon, 1 shall be in town by March, 
and shall have the pleasure of meeting 
with you. — All your friends are W'cdl, 
and ever hold you in the same esti- 
mation that your sincere friemd does. 

Adieu, dear lady ; believe mo, 
with every wish for your happiness, 
your most faithful, 


LETTER III. 

Mr. Sterne to J — H — S — , Esq. 

Coxwould, July 2R, 1761. 

Dear II——, 

I sympathized for, or with you, 
on the detail you gave me of your 
late agitations — and would willingly 
have taken my horse, and trotted to 
the oracle to have inquired into the 
etymology of all your sufferings, had I 
not been assured that all that eva- 
cuation of bilious matter, with all 
that abdominal motion attending it, 
(both which are equal to a month’s 
purgation and exercise,) will have 
left you better than it found you. — 
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Need one go to D — , to he told I hat 
all kind of mild (mark, I am going 
to talk more foolishly than your 
apothecary), opening, saponaceous, 
dirty-shirt, sud-washing liquors are 
j)roper for you, and consequently all 
sty{>iica] potations death and destruc- 
tion ? — If you had not shut up your 
gall-ducts by these, the glauber salts 
could not have hurt — as it was, ’tvvas 
like a match to the gunpowder, by 
raising a fresh combustion, as all 
physic does at lirst, so that you have 
been let off — nitre, brimstone, and 
charcoal (which is blackness itself), 
alj at one blast- — ’twas well the piece 
• did not burst, for I think it und€T- 
weut great violence : and, as it is 
proof, will, 1 hope, do much service 
in this militating tvorld. — Pantj is 
mistaken, 1 quarrel' W'ilh no one. — 

There was the coxcomb of 

in the house, who lost temper with 
me for no reason upon earth but 
that I cf)uld not fall down and wor- 
ship a brazen image of learning and 
eloquence, which he set up, to the 
persecution of all true believers — I 
sat down up<jn his altar^ and whis- 
tled in the time of his di\ inc service — 
and* broke down his carved work, 
and kicked his incense pot to the 

d ; so he retreated, snd mm sine 

fflle in corde suoA — I have wrote a 
clerum, whether 1 shall take my doc- 
tor’s degrees or no — I am much in 
doubt, but I trow not, — 1 go on with 
Tristram — I have bought seven hun- 
dred books at a purchase dog-cbcap 
— and many good — and I have been 
a week getting them set up in my 
best room here — why do not you 
transport yours to town ? but I talk 
like a fool. — This will just catch 
you at your spaw — J wish you incohi* 
mvti ftpud JjOndlnnm \ — do you go 
tlier^' for good and all — or ill '? I am, 
dear coUvsin, yours affectionately. 

Vf (h reverend Mr. R I.—— . 

Without rage in ins heart. 


LETTER IV. 

Mr. Sterne to Ltoxly J} . 

Coxwould, Sqit. 21, nCl, 

I return to my new habitation 
fully determined to write; as hard as 
c*an be, and thank you most cordial- 
ly, my dear lady, for your letter of 
congratulation upon my lord Faucoii- 
berg’s having presented me witli the 
curacy of thi.s place — tliough yotir 
congratulation comes somewhat of 
the latest, as J have been possessed 
of it some time. — 1 hope 1 have been 
of some service to his lordsiiij), and 

he has sufficiently requit(;d me. 

’Tis seventy guineas a year in my 
pocket, though worth a hundred — 
but it obliges me to have a curate to 
officiate at Sutton and Stilliugton. — 
’Tis within a mile of his lordsliip’s 
seat and park. ’Tis a very agree- 
able ride out in the chaise I pur- 
chased for my wife. — Lyd’*‘ has a 
poney which vshe delights in. Whilst 
they take thooe diversions, 1 am 
scribbling away at my Tristram. — 
These two volumes are, I think, the 
best — I shall write as long as I li\ ; 
’tis in fact my hohbj^-horso ; and so 
much am I delighted with my, uncle 
Toby’s imaginary character, that J 
am become an enthusiasl. My Lydia 
helps to copy for me — and my wili^ 
knits, and listens as 1 read her cliap- 
te#s. — The coronation of his niaiesty 
(whom God preserve!) l^as cost me 
the value of an ox, which is to be 
roasted whole in the middle of thcv 
town, and my parishioners will, 1 
suppose, he very merry upon tlio oc- 
casion. — You will then bo in town 
— and feast your eyes with a sight, 
which ’tis to be hoped will not be 
in either of our powers to see 

again for in point of ago we have 

about twenty years tlie start of his 
majesty. — And now, rny dear friend, 
1 must finish this — and with every 
" His rUiughtcr. 
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wish for your liappincss, conclude which I was at his desire — I found 
myself your most sincere welJ-wislier him reading Tristram. This grandee 
and friend. does me great honours, and gives me 

leave to go a private way through 
his apartments, into the Palais Royal, 
LETTER V. to view the duke of Orleans’ collec- 

tions every day I liave time. I have 
CVi’.'Jic to David Garrick^ Esq. been at the Doctors of Sor bonne — I 

• - hope in a fortnight to break through, 
Paris, Jan. 31, 1762. or rather from, the delights of this 
My dear friend, place, which, in the s^'avoir-vivrt'^ ex- 

Thiiik not, because I have been ceed all the places, 1 believe, in this 

a fortnight in this metropolis without section of the globe 

>> liting to you, that therefore I have I arn going, wlien this letter is 
ii‘>( liad you and Mrs. Garrick a Imn- wrote, with Mr. Fox and Mr. Mac- 
tJu d times in my head and heart — cartney to Versailles — the next morn-, 
iit'ini ! yes, yes, say you — but 1 must ing 1 wait upon Mons. Tilon, in 
i.')t waste [)aper in badinage this company with Mr. Maccartney, who 
p<»st, whatever T do the next. Well I is known to him, to deliver your corri- 
hm e f am, rriy friend, as much im- mands. 1 have bought you the paiii- 
provfjd in iny healtli, for the time, as phlet upon theatrical, or rather tra- 
(*vor your friendship could wish, or at gical declamation. I have l)ought 
h ast your faith give credit to — by the another in verse, worth reading, and 
byti I am somewhat worse in rny in- you will receive them, witii what I 
^•ll^■ctlaals, for iny head is turned can pick up this week, by a ser- 
round with what 1 see and the unex- vant of Mr. Hodges, whom he is 
perked honours 1 have met with here, sending back to England. 

Tristram was almost as much known I was last night with Mr. Fox to 
l:ere as in London, at least among see Mademoiselle Claroii in Iphigenc 
yorr men of condition and learning, — she is extremely great — would to 
and has got me introduced into so God you had one or two like her — 
many circles (’tis comme d Landres), what a luxury, to see you with one 
I have just now a fortnight’s dinners of such powders in the same interest- 
ami sui)])er3 u[)on my hands. — My ing scene — but ’tis too much — Ah I 
ap])lication (o the count de'Choiseul Preville ! thou art Mercury himself. 
gr)c s on swimmingly, for not only — By virtue of taking a couple of 
Mr. Pelh'ticre (who, by the bye, sends boxes, we have bespoke this week 
if-n thousand civilities to )^ou ^wd^Ttic Ertnchwanin Lonrlonj 
Mrs. Garrick) has undertaken my af- Preville is to send us home to supper 
fair, hiiUhecountdeLimbourgh, — the all happy — 1 mean about fifteen or 
ba;»t>n (f Hoi bach has otfored any se- sixteen English of distinction, who 
-“' em if y for the inofTcmsiveiiess of my arc now here, and live well w ith each 
Ijrliaviour in France — ’tis more, you other. 

iogne, than you will do. This baron I am under great obligations to 
i>''one of the most learned noblemen Mr. Pitt, who has behaved in every 
ht're, the great protector of wits, and respect to me like a man of good- 
. the sf:avans who are no wits — keeps breeding and good-nature — in a post 
open house three days a week — ^his or two, I will write again — Foley is 
house is novv, as yours was to me, an honest soul — I could write six 
my own — he lives at great expense, volumes of ivhat has passed comi- 
’4’was an odd incident when I was cally in this great scene since these 
^introduced to the jsount de Bissie,|Iast fourteen days — but more of this 
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hereafter. — We are all going into . LETTER VII. 

mourning ; nor you, nor Mrs. Gar- 
rick, would know me, it you met me Sterne to Mrs, Sterne, York\ 

in my remise — bless you both ! Ser- 
vice to Mrs. Denis. Adieu, adieu ! Paris, May 17, \iu2 

My dear, 

It is a thousand to one that tJ:j' 
LETTER VI. reaches you before you have set out 

—‘however, 1 take the chance ; — )(>\\ 

Mr. Stemeto Lady D . will receive one wrote last night, tiix* 

moment you get to Mr. E. and lo 
Londoo/ Fob. 1, 170:2. wish you joy of your arrival in touu 
Your ladyship’s kind inquiries — to that letter which you will tij»d 
after my health are indeed kind and in town, I have nothing to add tliat 1 
of a piece with the rest of your cha- can think on — for I have rJinost 
.racter. Indeed 1 am very ill, having drained my brains dry upon the suh- 
broke a. vessel in my lungs — hard ject. — For God’s sake rise early and 
writing in the summer, together with gallop away in the cool — and alu ays 
preaching, which I have not strength see that you have not forgot your bng- 
for, is ever fatal to me — but T cannot gage in changing post chaises. — Voii 
avoid tlic latter yet, and the former will find good tea upon the road from 
is too pleasurable to be given up— I York to l5over — only bring a little to 
believe I shall try if the south of carry you from Calais to Paris — give 
France will not be of service to me tlie Custom-house officers what I 
— his G. of Y. has most humanely told you — at Calais give more, if you 
given me the permission for a year or have much Scotch snuff — but as to- 
two— 1 shall set off with great hopes bacco is good here, you had be>t 
of its efficacy, and shall write to iny bring a Scotch mill and make it 
wife and daughter to come and join yourself, that is, order your valet lo 
me at Paris, else my slay could not manufacture it — ’twill keep him out 
be so Jong. — Le Fevre’s story has of mischief. — I would advise you t(^ 
beguiled your ladyship of your tears,” take three days in coming up, Ibr 
and the thought of the accusing spirit fear of heating yourselves — Sec that 
flying up to heaven’s chancery with they do not give you a bad vehiede, 
the oath, you are kind enough to say when a better is in the yard ; but \ou 
is sublime — ^iny friend Mr. Garrick will look sharp — drink small RJ o- 


thinks so too, and 1 am most vaiiij 
of his approbation — your ladyship’s 
opinion adds not a little to my vanity. 

1 wish 1 had time to take a little 
excursion to Bath, were it only to 
thank you for all the obliging things 
you say in your letter — shut ’tis im- 
possible — accept at least my warmest 
thanks — If I could tempt my friend 
Mr. H. to come to France 1 should 
be truly happy — If I can be of any 
service to you at Paris, command 
him who is, and ever will be, your 
latiyship’s faithful, 

* This though dated from I^ndonf wa.^ 
evidently written ot tram. 


^nish to keep you cool (that is it you 
like it.) Live well and deny your- 
selves nothing your hearts wish. So 
God in heaven prosper you and 
along with you — kiss my Lydia, ahtl 
believe me both affectionately yours. 


LETTER Vlil. ^ 

Sterne to Mrs. Sternfi, Yoric. 

Paris, May 31, 1702. 

My dear, 

There have no mails arrived here 
till this morning, for three posts ; so 
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1 expected with great impatience a 
letter from you and Lydia — and lo ! it 
is arrived. You are as busy as Throp's 
wife, and l)y tlie time you receive 
this, you will be busier still. I have 
exhausted all my ideas about your 
journey — and what is needful lor you 
to do before and during it — so f write 
only to tell you I am well — Mr. Cole- 
brooks, the minister of Swisserland’s 
secretary, I got this morning to write 
a letter for you to the governor of the 
Custom-house ollice at Calais — it 
shall be sent you next post. You 
must be cautious about Scotch snuff 
— take half a i)ound in your pocket, 
and make T^yd do the same. ’Tis 
well 1 bought you a chai.se — there 
is no getting one in Paris now, but at 
an enormous price — for they are all 
sent to tlie army, and such a one as 
yours we have not bec.n able .to 
match for forty guineas, for a friend 
of mine who is going from hence to 
Italy — the weather was never knom 
to set ill so hot, as it has done the 
latter end of this month, so he and 
his party arc to get into his chaises 
by lour in the morning, and travel 
till nine — and not stir out again till 
six ; — but 1 hope fliis severe heat 
will abate by the time you come here 
— however, J beg of you once more 
to take special care of lieating your 
blood ill travelling, and come tout 
(loucvmenf , when you find the heat 
too much — I shall look impatiently^ 
ior intelligence from you, and iiope 
to hear all goes well ; that you con- 
tjiier all difficulties, that you have re- 
ceived your jiassport; niy picture, 
& c. W rite and tell me something 
of every thing. I long to sec you 
both, you may be assured, my dear 
>.nfe and child, after so long a sepa- 

y ration and write me a line 

t directly, that I may have all the 
notice you can give mo, that I may 
have apartments ready and fit for you 
^ when you arrive. For my own part I 
shall continue writing to you a fort- 
/ night longer — present my respects 


to all friends — you have bid Mr, C 
get my visitations at P. done for me, 
&c. &c. If any offers are made 
about the inclosure at Rascal, they 
must be enclosed to me — nothing 
that is fairly proposed shall stand 
still on my score. Do all for the best, 
as He who guides all things will L 
hope do for us — so Heaven preserve 
you both — believe me your affection- 
ate, &.C. 

Love to my Lydia — I have boujrht 
her a gold watch to present to her 
when she comes. 


LETTER IX. 

Mr. Sterne to hady D . 

Paris, July 9, nfi‘2. 

I will not send your ladyship the 
trifles you bid me purchase without 
a line. I am very well pleased with 
Paris — indeed 1 meet with so many 
civilities amongst the people here, 
that I must sing their praises — the 
French have a great deal of urbanity 
in their composition, and to stay a 
little time amongst them will fK3 
agreeable. — 1 splutter French so as 
to be understood — but I have had a 
droll adventure here, in which my 
Latin was of some service to me — I 
had hired a chaise and a horse lo go 
about seven miles into the country, 
but, Shandean like, did not take no- 
tice that the horse was almost dead 
when I look him. — Before 1 got 
half-way, the poor animal dropped 
down dead — so 1 was forced to ap- 
pear befor#the police, and began to 
tell my story in French, which was, 
that the poor beast had to do with 
a worse beast than himself, namely 
his master, who had driven him all 
the day before (Jehu like), and that 
it had neither had corn, nor hay, 
therefore I was not to pay for the 
horse — but I might as well have 
whistled as have spoke French, and 
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I believe my latin was equal to my 
uncle Toby^s Lilabulero— being not 
understood because of its purity ; 
but by dint of words I forced my 
judge to do me justice — no com- 
mon thing, by the way, in France. — 
My wife and daughter are arrived — 
tlie latter does nothing but look out 
of the window, and complain of the 
torment of being frizzled. — I wish 
she may ever remain a child of na- 
ture — 1 hate children of art. 

I hope this will find your ladyship 
well — and that you will be kind 
enough to direct to me at Toulouse, 
whicli place I shall set out for very 
soon. I am, with truth and since- 
rity, your ladyship’s most faithful 
&c. 


LETTER X. 

3Tr, Sterne to Mr. 12, 

Paris, July 12, 1762. 

Dear sir, 

My wife and daughter arrived here 
aajc and sound on Thursday, and 
are in high raptures with the speed 
and pleasantness of their journey, 
and particularly of all they see and 
meet with here. But in their journey i 
from York to Paris nothing has given j 
them a more sensible and lasting I 
pleasure than the marks of kindness | 
they received from you and Mrs. E. 
The friendship, good-will, and politie-; 
ness of my two friends I never doubt- 
ed to me, or mine, and I return you 
both all a grateful man i^apable of, 
wliich is merely my that$s. T have 
taken, however, the liberty of send- 
ing an Indian taffety, which Mrs. £. 
must do me the honour to wear for 
my wife’s sake, who would have got 
it made up, but that Mr. Stanhope, 
',onsul of Algiers, who sets off 
trvih.^rrow morning for London, has 
bfMm so kind (I mean hi.s lady) as lo 
charge of i1 ; and W'c had but 


[hook IV, 

I just time to procure it : and had wc 
missed that opportunity, as we should 
[have been obliged to have left it be- 
jhind us at Paris, we knew not when 
I or how to get it to our friend — I wish 
it had been better worth a paragraph. 
If there is any thing we can buy or 
procure for you here (intelligence 
included), you have a right to com- 
mand me — for I am yours, witli my 
wife and girl’s kind love to you and 
Mrs, E. 


LETTER XL 

Mr, Sterne to Mr, at Parh. 

Nov. 0 , 1762. 

My dear Foley, 

I have had this week your letter 
on my table, and hope you will for- 
give my not answering it sooner — 
and even to-day I can but write you 
ten lines, being engaged at Mrs. 
M — ’s. I would not omit one post 
more acknowledging the favour — 
In a few post^ I will write you a long 
one gratis, that is for love — Thank 
you for having done what I desired 
you — and for the future direct to me 
under cover at Monsieur Brou.sse's 
— I receive all letters through him, 
more punctual and sooner thuji 
when left at the post-house. 

« H ’s family greet you with 

mine — we are much together, and 
never forget you — forget me not to 
the baron — and all the circle — rtpr 
to your domestic circle. 

I am got pretty well, and sport 
much with my uncle Toby in the 
volume I am now fabricating for li;*) 
laughing part of the world — for tlie 
melancholy part of it, I have nothing 
but my prayers — so God help them, 
— I shall hear from you in a post or 
two at least after you receive this — 
in the mean time, dear Foley, adieu, 
and believe no man wishes or esteems 
you more than your, &c. 
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LETTER XIL 


3h\ Hlrnia to Mr. Fol^'y^ at Paris. 


Toiilciise, Wednesda 3 ' 
Dec. 3, 1762. 

Dear Foley, 

I hi‘vc for the last fortnight every 
post-day gone to Messrs. B— and 
sous, in expectation of the pleasure of 
a li tter from you with the remittance 
1 desired you to send me here. — 
When a man has no more than half 
a dozen guineas in his pocket — 
and a thousand miles from home — 
and in a country where he can as 
soon raise the d — 1 as a six-livre 
piece to go to market with, in case 
iic has changed his last guinea — 
you will not envy my situation — God 
hlcss you — remit me the balance 
due upon the receipt of this.-— Wc 
are all at H — ^s, practising a play 
\\Q are to act here this Christmas 
holidays — all the Dramatis Personae 
arc of the English, of which we have 
a happy society living together like 
brothers and sisters — ^Your banker 
here has just sent me word the tea 
Mr. H. wrote for is to be delivered 
into my hands — His all one into 
whose hands the treasure falls — we 
shall pay Brousse for it the day we 
get it — we join in our most friendly 
respects, and believe me, dear Foley, 
truly yours. 


4 


LETTER XIIL 


3Ir. Sterne to Mr. Poley^ at P^s. 


Toulouse. Dec. 17, 1762. 


^ My deat^Foley, 

' The porf after I wrote last, I 
received yours with the inclosed 
draught t^n the receiver, for which 
you all thanks — I have re- 
ceived this day likewise the box and 
tea all safe and sound — so we shall 
all of us be in our cups this Christ- 
inas, and drink without fear or stint. 


I — We begin to live extremely happy, 
and arc all together every night — 
fiddling, laughing, and singing, and 
cracking jokes. You will scarce 
believe the news I tell you — there are 
a company of English strolhjrs arrived 
here, who are to act comedies all the 
Christmas, and are now busy in 
making dresses and preparing some 
of our best comedies — Your wonder 
will cease, when I inform you these 
strollers are your friends, with the 
rest of our society, to wliom 1 pro- 
posed this scheme soulagemmt — and 
I assure you we do well. — The next 
week, with a grand orcljestra, \va 
play the Busy Body — and The Jour- 
ney to London the week after; but 
I have some thoughts of a|laptiiig it 
to your situation — and making it 
The Journey to Toulouse, which 
with the change of half a dozen 
scenes, may be easily done. — Thus, 
my dear F. for want of something 
better we have recourse to ourselves, 
and strike out the best amusements 
we can from such materials. — My 
kind love and friendship to all my 
true friends — My service to the rest. 
H — *s family have just left me, hav- 
ing been this last week with iis-L- 
they will be with me all the holidays. 
In, summer we shall visit them, and 
so balance hospitalities. Adieu, 
yours most truly. 


LETTER XIV. 

Mr. Sterne to Mr, Poley^ at Paris. 

Toulouse, March 29, 1763. 

Dear Foley, 

— Though that's a mistake! I 
mean the date of the ^ilace, for I 
write at Mr. H — ’s in the country, 
and have been there with iny people 
all the week — “ How does Tristram 
do ?” you say in yours to him — 
'Faith, but so so — the worst of hu- 
man maladies is poverty — though 
that is a second lie — for poverty of 
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spirit is worse than poverty of purse 
by ten thousand per cent . — I inclose 
you a remedy for the one, a draught 
of a iiundred-and-thirty pounds, for 
which 1 insist upon a rcscription by 
the very return — or I will send you 
and all your commissaries to the 

d 1. — I do not hear they have 

tasted of one fleshy banquet all this 
Lent — ^you will make an excellent 
grille. V — they can make nothing, 
of him, but bouillon — I mean rny 
other two friends no ill — so shall 
send Ihom a reprieve, as they acted 
out of necessity — not choice. — My 
kind respects to baron d’llolbach, 
and all his household — say all that is 
kind for me to my other friends — 
you knovjj how much, dear Foley, 1 
am yours. 

* I have not five louis to vapour with 
in this land of coxcombs — My wife^s 
compliments. 


LETTER XV. 

Mr. Sterne to Mr, Foley ^ at Paris. 


hold, to pitch our tents for three 
mouths at the foot of the Pyrenean 
hills at Bagnieres, where I expect 
much health and much amusement 
from the concourse of adventurers 
from all corners of the earth. — Mrs. 

M sets out, at the same time, 

for another part of the Pyrenean 
hills, at Coiirtray — from whence to 
Italy — this is the general plan of 
operation here — except that I have 
some thoughts of spending the wun- 
t€jr at Florence, and crossing over 
with my family to Leghorn by w'ater 
— and in April of returning by way 
of Paris home — but this is a sketch 
only, for in all things I am governed 
by circumstanccis — so that what is fit 
to be done on Monday, may lx; very- 
unwise on Saturday — On all days of 
the week believe me yours, with un- 
feigned truth. 

P. S. Ikll compliments to iny Pa- 
risian friends. 


LETTER XVI. 


Toulouse, April 18, 1763. 

Dear Foley, 

I thank you for your punctuality 
in Hcuding me the rescription, and 
for your box by the courier, which 
came safe by last post. — 1 was not 
snrpri.sed much with your account 
of lord ***** being obliged toj^i 
give w'ay — and for the rest, all fol- 
lows in course. — I suppose you will 
endeavour to fish and catch some- 
jj^hing for yourself in these troubled 
l^vaters — at least ! wish you all a rea- 
sonable man can wish for himself 
— which is wishing enough for you 
— all the rwet is in the brain — Mr. 
Woodhouse (whom you know) is 
also here — he is a most amiable wor- 
thy man, and 1 have the pleasure of 
having him much with me — in a 
sVion he proceeds to Italy. — 

The first w’eek in June, I decamp 
like a patriarch with my whole house- 


Sterne to Mr. Foley, at Paris. 

7’ouloiJso, May 1763. 

I look the liberty, three weeks 
ago, to desire you would be so kind 
as to send me fourscore jiomids, hav- 
ing received a letter the same posi 
from rny agent, that he would order 
"the money to be paid to your cor- 
respondent in London in a fortnight. 

some disappointment to me 
that you have taken no notice of iny 
letter, especially as I told you we 
waited for the money^ befoie wn set 
out for Bagnieres — arid,so little dis- 
trust had I that such a civility would 
be refused me, that wc have actually ^ 
had all our things packer^^ up tht.se ' 
eight days, in hourly expectation: ciP- 
receiving a letter. — Perhaps iny good 
friend has waited till he heard the , 
money was paid in London. — But , 
you might have trusted to my honour 
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-that all the cash in your iron box 
(and all the bankers in Europe put 
together) could not have tempted me 
to say the thing that is not — 1 hope 
hotbre tliis you will have received an 
account of the money being paid in 
London. — But it would have been 
taken kindly, if you had wrote me 
word you would transmit me the- 
money when you had received it, 
but no sooner ; for Mr. R — of Mont- 
pelier, though I know him not, yet 
knows enough of me to have given 
me credit for a fortnight for ten 
times the sum. J am, dear F — , 
your friend and hearty well-wisher. 

I saw the family of the H 

yesterday, and asked them if you 
w as in the land of the Jiving. They 
siiid Yea — for they had just received 
a hitter from you. — After all, I hearti- 
ly forgive you — for you have done 
me a signal service in mortifying 
mo, and it is this, 1 am determined 
to grow rich upon it. 

Adieu, and God send you wealth 
aTid liappiness — All compliments to 
. Before April next I am ob- 
liged to revisit your metropolis in 
my way to England. 

LETTER XVIL 

Mr. Sterne to Mr. Foley ^ at Paris. 

I'oulousMJ, Juno tk 1763. ^ 
My dear Foley, 

1 this moment received yours — 
consequently the momeitt I got it I 
sat down to answer it — So much for 
a logical inference. 

xMow believe jrfiil had never wrote 
yqu so testy a^tter, had I not both 
loved ancL^^eemed you — and it was 
men^Hn vindication of the rights 
rd>ffiendsjjjp that I w^rote in a way 
was hurt — for neghict me in 
your heart, f knew you could not, 
without cause ; which my heart told 
me I never had — or will ever give 
you : — I was the best friends with ! 


you that ever I was in my life before 
my ^ letter had got a league, and 
pleaded the true excuse for my 
friend, That he was oppressed with 
a multitude of business.” Go on, 
my dear F., and have but that excuse 
(so much do I regard your interest), 
that I would be content to suffer a 
real evil without future murinnring 
— but in truth, my disaj)pointmen< 
was partly chimerical at the bottom, 
having a letter of credit for two 
hundred pounds from a person 
f never saw, by me — but which, 
out of nicety of temper, I would 
not make any use of.— 1 sot out irj 
two days for Bagnicrcs, but direct to 
me to Brousse, who will forward all 
my letters Dear F — , adieu. — Be- 

lieve me yours affectionately. 


LETTER XVlIl. 

Mr. Sterne to 3Iis.s Sterne. 

J»aris, May 13, 176 k 

My dear Lydia, 

By this time 1 suppose your rnot her 
and self are fixed at Monlauban, and 
I therefore direct to your banker, lo 
be delivered to you — I acquiesced in 
your staying in France — likewise it 
was your inotber^s wish — hut I must 
tell you both (that unless your lieaUh 
had not been a plea made use of ) I 
should have wislied you both lo r<‘,- 
turii with me. — I have sent you the 
Spectators, and other books, particu- 
larly Metastasio ; but I beg my girl 
to read the former, and only make 
the latter her amusement. — I hope 
you have not forgot my last request, 
to make no friendships with llie 
French women — not that I think ill 
of them all, but sometimes women 
of the best principles are the most 
insinnathiff — nay I am so jealous of 
you, that f should be miserable were 
t to see you had the least grain of co- 
quetry in your composition — You 
liave enough to do — for I have also 



353 ELEGANT EPISTLES. jv, 

sent you a guitar — and as you have no and I beJieve there is neither thtionc 
genius for drawing (lliough you never nor the other — but will be both, iftko 
could be made to believe it), pray world will have but a montirs p?- 
waslc not your time about it— Re- tienceorso. No, my dear U — , I did 
moinbcr to write to me as to a friend not delay sending your letter directiy 
— in short, whatever comes into your to the post. — As there are critic. 1 
little head, and then it will be natural, times, or rather tuni.s and revolution's 
— If your mother’s rheumatism con- in * * ^ humours, I knew not whnt 
tinues, and she chooses to go to Bag- the delay of an hour might hazard — 
nieres — tell her not to be stopped for I will answer for him, lie has seven sy 
want of money, for my purse shall be times seven forgiven you — and a.s 

as open as iny heart. I have preach- oflen wished you at the d Jv — 

ed at the Ambassador’s chapel — lie- After many oscillations the pendu- 

zekiah — (an odd subject your mo- lum will rest firm as ever. 

ther will say). There was a con- I send all kind compliments to sir 

pourse of all nations, and religions C. D and G s. 1 love tlirm 

loo. — 1 shall leave Paris in a few from my soul.— If G 1 is with 

days. — T am lodged in the same hotel you, him also. — 1 go on, not rajiidiv, 

with Mr, T ; — they are good but well enough, with my uncle I'o- 

and generous souls — ^tell your mother by’s amours — ^There is no sitting, aneJ 
that 1 hope she 'will write to me, cudgelling one’s brains whilst the 
and that when she does so, I may sun shines bright — ’twill be all over 
also receive a letter from my Lydia, in six or seven weeks, and there arc 
Kiss your mother from me; and dismal months enow after to enduK' 
believe me your aifcctiouate, &.c. suffocation by a brimstone fire-sid(,‘. 

— If you can get to Scarborough, do, 
— A man who makes six tons of alum 
LETTER XIX. a week, may do any thing—T^o.d 

Granby is to be there what a 

Mr, Sterne to J — II — S — , Esq. temptation ! Yours affectionasely, 

&-C. 

SeplenilH'r, 4, l7Cyk ' 

Now, my dear, dear Antony — 1 
do not think a week or ten days LETTER XX. 

playing the good-fellow (at this very 

time) at Scarborough so abominable Mr. Sterne to David Garrirk, Es<j. 
a thing — but if a man could get ^ 

there cleverly, and every soul in the Hath, April c. 

house in the mind to try what could I scalp you ! — my dear Garrick ! 
be done in furtherance thereof, I my dear frkiid I — foul hefal the man 
have no one to consult in this affair who hurts a hair of your head !— 
— therefore, as a man may do worse and so full was I of that very seiili- 
things, the English of all which is ment, that my leU/?r *^ot been 
this, that I am going to leave a few put into the j)ost-offic'fes(en. minute,^ 
poor sheep here in the wilderness before ray heart smote ; and 1^^ 
for fourteen days — and from pride sent to recall it — but faileiJ-rYou 
and naughtiness of heart to see what are sadly to blame, Shaiic^M for thi^, 
is doing at Scarborough — steadfast- quoth 1, leaning with iny 
ly moaning afterwards to lead a my hand, as I recriminated upon 
lU ^life, and strengthen my faith. — my false delicacy in the affair — 
Nbjwfisome folk say there is much Garrick’s nerves (if he has any left) 
^l^^any there — and some say not — are as fine and delicately spun as thy 
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own — his sentiments ns honest and 
friendly — thou k nowest, Shandy, that 
he loves thee — why wilt thou hazard 
him tt moment’s pain '? — Puppy, fool, 

^ coxcomb, jackass, &/C. die. — and so 
I balanced the account to your fa- 
vour, before I received it drawn up 
in your way — I say your way — fot it 
is not stated so much to your honour 
and credit, as I had passed the ac- 
count before — for it was a most ia- 
inent(!(i truth, that I never received 
one of the letters your friendship, 
inf'ant me, except whilst in Paris. — 
() ! how I congratulate you for the 
anxiety tlie world has, and continues 
to be under, for your return. — Re- 
turn, return to the few who love you, 
and the thousands who admire you. 
— The moment ypu set your, foot 
upon your sta^e — mark ! I tell it you 
— by some magic, irresisted power, 
every fibre about your heart will vi- 
brate afresh, and as strong and feel- 
ingly as ever. — Nature, with glory 
at her back, will light up the torch 
within you — and there is enough of 
it left, to heat and enlighten the 
world these many, many, many years. 

Heaven be praised ! (I utter it 
from my soul) that your lady, and 
my Minerva, is in a condition to 
walk to Windsor — full rapturously 
will T lead the graceful pilgrim to 
the icmple, where I will sacrifice 
with the purest incense to her — but 
you may worship with me, or not'2— 
’twill make no difference either in 
the truth or warmth of rny devotion 
— still (after all I have seen) 1 still 
maintain licr peerless. 

Powcl ! good Heaven ! — give m,e 
some one witli'less smoke and more 
fire — Tbcfc arc, who, like the Pha-i 
risee^.;, 2 S ^11 think they shall be heard j 
muc/t speaking — Come — coraej 
dear Garrick, and teach 
*us another lesson. 

i^dieij ! — I love you dearly — and i 
your lady better — not hohbihorsically j 
— Li^t most sentimentally and affec-; 
- tio aitely — for I am voiirs (that is,' 
. Vhi 111 lVn« AH /Ir nfi 
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if yon never say another word about 

) with all the sentiments of love 

and friendship you deserve from me, 

LETTER XXL 
Mr* Slcrne to Mr* W. 

I f^oxwouM, Miiy 23, 17fj5. 

I At this moment I am sitting in 
my summer-house with my head and 
heart full, not of my uncle Toby’s 
amours with the widow Wadman, 
but my sermons — and your letter has 
drawn me out of a pensive mood — 
the spirit of it pleaseth me — hut in 
this solitude, what can I tell or w^itc 
to you but about myself? — I am glad 
that, you are in love — ’twill cure yon 
at least of the spleen, wdiich has a 
bad ellect on both man and woman 
— L myself must ever have some 
Dulciiiea in my head — it harmonizes 
the soul — and in those cases I first 
endeavour to make thtj lad> believe 
so, or rather I begin first to make 
myself believe that I am in love — 
but T carry on my affairs cpiite in 
the French w'ay, sentirnental/y — 
Uqjimtr (say they) wV.s7 rim sun^ 
sentiment, — — Now, notwithstand- 
ing they make such a pother about 
the word, they have no precise idea 
annexed to it — And so much fjr the 
same subject called love — I must 
tell you. hovv 1 have just treated a 
French gentleman of fortune in 
France, who took a liking to niy 
daughter — without any ceremony 
(having got iny direction from my 
wife’s banker) he wTote nie word 
that he was in love with iny <laugh- 
ter, and desired to know "vvhat for- 
tune 1 would give her at prtjsent, 
and how much at my death — by the 
bye, I think there was very little sen- 
timent on his side — My answ^er was, 
** Sir, I shall give her ten thousand 
pounds the day of marriage — my 
; calculation is as follows— she is not 
’eighteen, vou are sixty-two there 

9. V 
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goes five thousand pounds-^then, you to direct to me at BelJoni's at 
sir, you at least think her not ugly Rome, that I may have some idea 
— she has many accomplishments, where you will be then.— The ac- 

speaks Italian, French, plays upon count you give me of Mrs. C is 

the guitar, and as I fear you play ^ly amiable, I shall ever honour 
upon no instrument whatever, I think her— Mr. C. is a diverting compa- 
you will be happy to take her at my nion — wfiat he said of your little 
terms, for here finishes the account French admirer was truly droll — 
of the ten thousand pounds.**^ — I do the marquis de ^ is an imi>ostor, 
not suppose but he will take this as and not worthy of your acquaintance 
J mean^ — that is, a flat refusal — I have — ^he only pretended to know me, to 
had a parsonage-house burnt down get . introduced to your mother — 1 
by the carelessness of my curate's desire you will get your mother to 
wife — as soon as I can I must re- write to Mr. O. that I may discharge* 
build it, I trow — but I lack the -every debt, and then, my Lydia, jf 
mbans at present — yet I am never 1 1 live, the produce of iny }>en shall 
happier tlian when I have not ashil-|be yours— If fate reserves me not 
ling in iny pocket — for when I have, that — ^the humane and good, part 
I can never call it my own. Adieu, for thy fathers sake, part for thy 
my dear friend— may you eftjoy bet- own, will never abandon thee ! — If 
ter health than me, though not bet- your mbther's health will permit her 
ter spirits, for that is impossible, to return with me to England, your 
Yours sincerely. summers I will render as agreeable 

My compliments to the Col. as I can at Coxwould — ^your winters 

at York— you, know my publications 
call me to London. If Mr. and 
LETTER XXII. Mrs. C— ore still at Tours, thank 

them firom me for their cordiality to 
Mr, Sterne to Miss Sterne. my wife and daughter. I have j)ur- 
* chased you some little trifles, which 

Naples, Feb. 3 , 1766 . |[ shall give you when we meet, as 

My dear girl, proofs of afiection from your fond 

Your letter, niy Lydia, has made fether. 
me both laugh and cry.— -Sorry am 
I that you are both so afHicted with ' 

the ague, and by all means I wisli . . LETTER XXIII. 
you both to fly froni Tours, because ♦ 

I remember it is situated between David Hume, Esq, to . 

two rivers, la Loire and le Cher — 

which must occasion fogs, and damp Edinburgh, Aug. 16, 1760. 

unwholesome weather — therefore for Sir, 

the same reason go not to Buurgcs eu I am not surprised to find by your 
Bresse — ’tis as vile a place for agues. Ihtter, that Mr. Grt^ahould have 
— I find myself infinitely better than entertained suspicions whi^egard 1» 

I was— and hope to have added at [the authenticity of these \agmoiits» 
least ten years to ray life by this jour- j of our Highland poetry. Tli>%st 
ney to Italy — the climate is heaven-: lime I was shown the cophs6.qf 
ly, and I find new principles of health j of them in manuscript, by our iri^tfri ”' 
in me, which I have been long a Jolin Home, I was inclined to bo a 

stranger to but trust me, my Ly- little incredulous on that head ; but 

dia, 1 will find you out, wherever | Mr. Home removed my scruples, by 
you are, in May. Therefore I beg! informing me of the manner in which 
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he procured them from Mr. Mac- 
pherson, the translator. These two 
gentlemen were drinking the waters 
together at Moffat last autumn ; when 
their conversation fell upon High- 
land poetry, which Mr. Macpherson 
extolled very highly. Our friend, 
who knew him to be a good scholar 
and a man of taste, found his curi- 
osity excited : and asked whether 
he had ever translated any of them ? 
Mr. Macpherson replied, that he 
never had attempted any such thing ; 
and doubted whether it was possible 
to transfuse such beauties into our 
language ; but for Mr. Home's satis- 
faction, and ill order to give him a 
general notion of the strain of that 
wild poetry, he would endeavour to 
turn one of them into English. He 
accordingly brought him one next 
day ; which our friend was so much 
pleased with, that lie never ceased 
soliciting Mr. Macpherson till he in- 
sensibly produced that small volume 
w'hich has been published. 

After this volume was in every 
body’s hands, and universally ad- 
mired, we heard every day new rea- 
sons, which put the authenticity, not 
the great antiquity, which the trans-i 
lator ascribes to them, beyond all 
<luestioii : for their antiquity is a point 
which must be ascertained by rea- 
soning ; though the arguments he 
employs seem very probable and 
convincing. But certain it is, tftet 
these poems are in every body’s 
iiioutl) in the Highlands, have been 
handed down from father to son, and 
arc of an age beyond all memory! 
and tradition. 

In the family of every Highland 
chieftain there was anciently retain- 
ed a ba?rd, whose office was the same 
tyith that of tlio Greek rhapsodists ; 
"and the gfeneral subject of the jioems, 
which they recited, was the wars of 
Finga! ; an epoch no less celebrated 
among them, than the wars of Troy 
among the Greek poets. This cus- 
tom is not even yet altogether abo- 


Jished ; the bard and piper are es- 
teemed the most honourable offices 
in a chieftain’s family, and these two 
characters are frequently united in 
the same person. Adam Smith, the 
celebrated professor in Glasgow, told 
me, that the piper of the Argyleshire 
militia repeated to him all those 
poems which Mr. Macpherson has 
translated, and many more of equal 
beauty. Major Mackay, lord Rae’s 
brother, also told me, that ho remem- 
bers them perfectly ; as likewise did 
the laird of Macfarlaiie, the greatest 
I antiquarian whom w'e have in this 
country, and who insists so strongly, 
on the historical truth, as w^cll as on 
the poetical beauty of those produc- 
tions. I could add the laird and 
lady Macleod to these authorities, 
with many more, if these were not 
sufficient ; as they live in different 
parts of the Highlands, very remote 
from each other, and they could only 
be acquainted with poems that had 
bocoiiio in a manner national works, 
and had gradually spread themselves 
into every mouth, and imprinted on 
every memory. 

Every body in Edinburgh is so 
convinced of this truth, that we 
have endeavoured to }>ut Mr. Mac- 
pberson on a way of procuring us 
more of these wild flowers. Ho is 
a modest sensible young man, not 
settled in any living, but employed 
as a private tutor in Mr. Graham of 
Balgowan’s family, a way of life 
which he is not fond of. We have 
therefore set about a subscription, of 
a guinea or two guineas a-piecc, in 
order to enable him to quit tliat 
family, and undertake a mission into 
the Highlands, where he hopes to 
recover more of these Fragments. 
There is, in particular, a country 
surgeon somewhere in Lochaber, 
who, lie says, can recite a great num- 
ber of them, but never committed 
them to writing : as indeed the or- 
thography of the Highland language 
is not fixed, and the natives have 
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always employed more the sword 
than the pen. This surgeon has by 
heart tlie epic poem mentioned by 
Mr. Macpherson in his preface ; and 
as Jie is somewhat old, and is the 
only person living that has it entire, 
we are in the more haste to recover 
a monument, which will certainly be 
regarded as a curiosity in the repub- 
lic of letters. 

1 own, that my first and chief ob- 
jection to the authenticity of these 
Fragments, was not on account of 
the noble and even tender strokes 
which they contain; for these are 
the offspring of Genius and Passion 
in all countries ; I was only sur- 
prised at the regular plan which 
appears in some of these pieces, and 
which seems to be the work of a 
more cultivated age. None of the 
specimens of barbarous ix)etry known 
to us, the Hebrew, Arabian, or any 
other, contained this species of beau*- 
ty : and if a regular epic poem, or 
even any thing of that kind, nearly 
regular, should also come from| 
that rough climate, or uncivilised 
people, it would appear to me a 
phcyiornenon altogether unaccounta- 
ble. 

( remember, Mr. Macpherson told 
me, that the heroes of this Highland 
epic were not only, like Homer's 
heroes, their own butchers, bakers, 
ind cooks, but also their own shoe- 
makers, carpenters, and smiths. He 
mentioned an incident, which put 
Lhis matter in a remarkable light. 
A warrior has the head of his spear 
struck off in battle ; upon which he 
immediately retires behind tbo army, 
ivheffe a forge was erected ; makes 
i !^w one ; hurries back to the 
i(3^' pierces his enemy, while the 
iron, which was yet rod hot, hisses 
in the wound. This imagery you 
iViiJtfallow to be singular, and so well 
imajrii:ed, that it would have been 
adopted by Homer, had the manners 
>f the Greeks allowed him to have 
employed it. 


[book it. 

1 forgot to mention, as another 
proof of the authenticity of these 
poems, and even of the reality of the 
adventures contained in them, that 
the names of the heroes, Fingal, Os- 
cur, Osur, Oscan, Dermid, are still 
given in the Highlands to large 
mastiffs, in the same manner as we 
affix to them the names of C®sar, 
Pompey, Hector ; or the French 
that of Marlborough. 

It gives me pleasure to find, that a ^ 
person of so fine a taste as Mr. Gray 
approves of these Fragments, as it 
may convince us, that our fondness 
of them is not altogether founded on 
national prepossessions, which, how'- 
ever, you know to be a little strong. 
The translation is elegant ; but 1 
made an objection to the author, 
which I wish you would communi- 
cate to Mr. Gray, that we may judge 
I of the justness of it. There ap- 
peared to me many verses in his 
prose, and all of them in the same; 
measure with Mr. Shenslonc's fa- 
mous ballad, 

“ Vc shepherds, so careless and free, 

Whose flocks never carelessly roam,” Jcc. 

Pray ask Mr. Qray wdiether he rnaclo 
the same remark, and whether he 
thinks it a blemish? Yours most 
sincerely. 


♦ LETTER XXIV. 

David Hume, JFhq^ to Dr, Cianp^ 
hell 

' Eduibur*^!), Jan. 7. 1702 

Dear sir, 

It has so seldom happened that 
controversies in philosopliji^^iuch 
more in theology, have been cjtlTT^d 
on without producing ac p^rsonaK 
quarrel between the parties, ttet I<* 
must regard my present situation as 
somewhat extraordinary, who have 
reason to give you thanks, for the 
civil and obliging manner in which . 
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you have conducted the dispute 
against me, on so interesting a sub- 
ject as that of miracles. Any little 
symptoms of vehemence, of which I 
f(jrmcrly used the freedom to com- 
plain, when you favoured me with a 
sight of the manuscript, are either 
removed or explained away, or atoned 
for by civilities which are far beyond 
what I have any title to pretend to. 
It will be natural for you to imagine, 
that I will fall upon some shift to 
evade the force of your arguments, 
and to retain my former opinion in 
the point controverted between us ; 
blit it is impossible for me not to 
see the ingenuity of your perform- 
ance, and the great learning which 
you have displayed against me. 

I consider myself as very much 
Jionoured in being thought worthy 
of an answer by a person of so much 
merit ; and as I find that the public 
does you justice with regard to the 
ingenuity and good composition of 
your piec<^, T hope you will have no 
reason to repent engaging with an 
antagonist, whom perhaps in Strict- 
ness you might have ventured to 
neglect- I own to you that I never 
felt so violent an inclination to de- 
fend rnysclf as at present, when I 
am thus fairly challenged by you, 
and I think 1 could find something 
specious at least to urge in my de- 
fence ; but as T had fixed a resolu- 
tion, in the beginning of my lif^, 
always to leave the public to judge 
between my adversaries and me, 


without making any reply, I must 
adhere inviolably to this resolution, 
otherways my silence on any future 
occasion would he construed an in- 
ability to answer, and would be mat- 
ter of triumph against me. 

It may perhaps auiiiso you to 
learn the first hint which suggested 
to me that argument which you have 
so strenuously attacked. I was 
walking in the cloisters of the Je- 
suits College of La Floche, a town 
ill which I passed two years of my 
youth, and engaged in a conversa- 
tion with a Jesuit of some parts and 
learning, who was relating to 
and urging some nonsensical miracle 
performed in thcii; convent, when I 
was tempted to dis]mte against him ; 
and as my head was full of the topics 
of my 'JVeatiser of Ifuman Nature 
which I was at this time composing 
this argument immediately occurred 
to me, and I thought it very much 
gravelled my companion ; hut at 
last he observed to me, that it was 
impossible for tliat argument to have 
any solidity, because it operated 
equally against tlic Gospel as\hc 
Catholic miracles ; which observa- 
tion I thought proper to admit as a 
sufficient answer. I believe you 
will allow, that the freedom at least 
[of Ibis reasoning makes it somewhat 
extraordinary to have been the pro- 
duce of a convent of Jesuits, though 
perhaps you may think the sophistry 
of it savours plainly of the place of 
its birth. 
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FROM THE LETTERS OF THE LATE EARL OF CHAT- 
IIAM, LORD CIIES^J^ERFIELD, LORD LYTTLETON, AND 
OTHERS. 


LETTER I. 

From the Farl of Chatham to his 
Nephew Thomas Pitt, Fsq, (af- 
t^^wards Lord Camelfordf 

• My dear child, 

I am extremely pleased with your 
translation now it is writ over fair. 
It is very close to the sense of the 
original, and done, in many places, 
with much spirit, as well as the num- 
bers not lame, or rough. However, 
au attention to Mr. Pope’s numbers 
will make you avoid some ill sound 
and hobbling of the verse, by only 
transposing a word or two, in many 
instances. I have, upon reading the 
eclogue over again, altered the third, 
fourth, and fifth lines, in order to bring 
them nearer to the Latin, as well as 
to render some beauty which is con- 
tained in the repetition of words in 
tender passages ; for example, Nos 
pn trier fines, et dulcia linquimvs aroa; 
Nos pair i am fngimus : tv, Tityre, 
lenius in mnbrd formosam resonare 
daces Amaryllida syhas. “We 
leave our native land, these fields so 


sweet ; Our country leave ; at ease, 
in cool retreat. You, Thyrsis, bid 
the woods fair Daphne’s name re- 
peat.” I will desire you to write 
over another copy with this altera- 
tion, and also to write smoaks in the 
plural number, in the last line but 
one. You give me great pleasure, 
my dear child, in the progress you 
have made. I will recommend to 
Mr. Leech to carry you quite through 
Virgil’s Aitteid from beginning to 
ending. Pray show liim this letter, 
vfith my service to him, and thanks 
for his care of you. For English 
poetry, I recommend Fbpe’s trans- 
lation of Homer, and Dryden’s Fa- 
bles in particular. I am not sure if 
they are not called Tales, instead of 
Fables. Your cousin, whom 1 am 
sure you can overtake if you will, 
has read Virgil’s Alneid quite 
through, and much of Horace's Epis- 
tles. Terence’s Plays I would also 
desire Mr. Leech to make yoiT per- 
fect master of. Your cousin has 
read them all. Go on, ray dear, and 
you will at least equal him. You 
arc so good^ that I have nothing to 



I 


SECT. III.] 

wish, but that you may be directed 
to proper books ; and I trust to your 
spirit, and desire to be praised for 
things that deserve praise, for the 
figure you will hereafler make. God 
bless you, my dear child. Your 
most affectionate uncle. 


LETTER II. 

the Earl of Chatham to his 

Nephew Thomas Pitt, Esq, 

Bath, Oct 12, 1751. 

My dear nephew, 

As 1 have been moving about from 
place to place, your letter reached 
me liere, at Bath, but very lately, 
after making a considerable circuit 
to find me. 1 should have otFier- 
wisc, my dear child, returned you 
thanks for the very great pleasure 
you have given me, long before now. 
The very good account you give me 
of your studies, and that delivered 
in very good Latip, for your time, 
has filled me with the, highest expec- 
tation of your future improvements : 
1 see the foundations so well laid, 
that I do not make the^^^ast doubt 
but you will become a perfect good 
scholar; and have the pleasure and 
applause that will attend the several 
advantages hereafler, in the future 
course of your life, that you can 
only acquire now by your emulation 
and noble labours in the pursuit of 
learning, and of every ac<iuireinent 
that is to make you superior to other 
gentlemen. 1 rejoice to hear that 
you have begun lloiner’s Iliad ; and 
have made so great a progress in 
.Virgil. J hope you taste and love 
those authors particularly. You can- 
not read them too much; they are 
not only the two greatest i>t)cts, but 
they contain the finest lessons for 
your age to imbibe : lessons of h<j- 
iiour, courage, disinterestedness, love 
of truth, command of temper, gen- 
tleness of behaviour, humanity, and, 
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in one word, virtue in its true signi- 
fication. Go on, my dear nephew, 
and drink as deep as you can of 
these divine springs : the pleasure of 
the draught is equal at least to the 
prodigious advantages of it to the 
heart and morals. 1 hope you will 
drink them as somebody does in 
Virgil, of another .sort of cup : Illc 
impiger hausit spumantem patcram, 

1 shall be highly pleased to hear 
from you, and to know what authors 
give you most pleasure. 1 desire 
my service to Mr. Leech : pray tell 
him I will write to him soon about 
your studies. 

I am, with the greatest affection,* 
my dear child, your loving uncle. 


LETTER in. 

Prom the Earl of Chatham to his 
Nephew Thomas Pitt, Esq, 

Bath, Jan, 12, 1754. 
My dear nephew, 

Your letter from Cambridge affords 
me many very sensible pleasures : 
first,, that you are at last in a proper 
place for study and improvenfent, 
instead of losing any more of that 
most precious thing, time, in London. 
In the next jdacc, that you seem 
pleased with the particular society 
you are placed in, and with the gen- 
tleman to w&hose care and instruc- 
tions you are committed : and, atjove 
all, I applaud the sound, right sense, 
and love of virtue, which appears 
througli 3 '^our whole letter. You are 
already possessed of the true clue to 
guide you through this dangerous 
and perplexing part of your life’s 
journey, the years of education ; 
and upon which, the complexion of 
all the rest of your days will infalli- 
bly depend ; 1 say you have the true 
clue to guide you, in the maxim you 
lay down in your letter to me j 
namely, that the use of learning is, 
fo render a man more wise and vir- 
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taous ; not merely to make him more 
learned. Made tud virtute : Go 
on, my dear boy, by this golden rule, 
and you cannot fail to become every 
thing your generous heart prompts 
you to wish to be, and that mine 
most affectionately wishes for you. 
There is but one danger in your way; 
and that is, perhaps, natural enough 
to your age, the love of pleasure, or 
the ibar of close application and 
laborious diligence. With the last 
there is nothing you may not con- 
quer : and the first is sure to con- 
(pier and enslave whoever does not 
strenuously resist the first allure- 
ineiits of it, lest by small indulgen** 
cies he fall under the yoke of irre- 
sistible habit. Vitaiida est improha 
sirm, Dcsidia* I desire may bo aflixt 
to the curtains of your bed, and 
to the walls of your chambers. If 
you do not rise early, you never can 
make any progress worth talking of: 
ind another rule is, If you do not 
set apart your hours of reading, and 
never suffer yourself or any one else 
to break in upon them, your days 
will slip through your hands, unpro- 
fitably and frivolously ; unpralsed by 
all you wish to please, and really 
unenjoyable to yourself. Be assured, 
wliatever you take from pleasure, 
amusements, or .indolence, for these 
first few years of your life, will repay 
jrou a hundred-fold, in the pleasures, 
lionours, and advantages of all the 
‘‘cmaiiider of your days. My heart 
:s so full of the^ most earnest desire 
:hat you should do well, that I find 
ny letter has run into some length, 
ivhich you will, I know, be so good 
n excuse. There remains now no- 
hing to trouble you with, but a little 
dan for the beginning of your stu- 
lies, which I desire, in a particular 
nanner, may be exactly followed in 
5very tittle. You arc to qualify your- 
self for the part in society to which 
j^our bir^'^nd estate call you. You 
ire to bn a gentleman of such learn- 
Aj.. accursed siren, Sloih. 
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ing and qualifications as may distin- 
guish you in the service of your 
country hereafter ; not a pedant, who 
reads only to be called learned, in- 
stead of considering learning as an 
instrument only for action. Give 
me leave therefore, my dear nephew, 
who have gone before you, to point 
out to you the dangers in your road ; 
to guard you against such things as 
I experience my own defects to arise 
from ; and at the same time, if 1 
have had any little successes in the 
world, to guide you to what J have 
drawn many helps from. 1 have not 
the pleasure of knowing tlie gentle- 
man who is your tutor, but 1 dare 
say he is every way equal to such a 
charge, which I think no small one. 
You will communicate this letter to 
him, and I hope he will be so good 
to concur with me, as to the course 
of study J desire you may begin 
with ; and that such books, and such 
only, as I have pointed out, may be 
read. They are as follow : Euclid ; 
a Course of Logic ; a Course of Ex- 
perimental Philosophy; Locke’s Con- 
duct of the Understanding ; his 
Treatise also on the Understanding ; 
his Treatise on Government, and 
Letters on Toleration. 1 desire, for 
the present, no books of poetry, but 
Horace and Virgil : of Horace the 
Odes, but, above all, the Epistles 
and Ars Poetica. These parts, noc- 
versate manu versate diurniLf 
Tully fie Officiis, de Arriicitia, de 
Sencctutc. His Catilinariari Ora- 
tions and Philippics. Sallust. At 
leisure hours, an abridgment of tlic 
History of England to be run 
through, in order to settle in the 
mind a general chronological order, 
and series of principal events, and 
succession of kings: proper books 
of English history, on the true prin- 
ciples of our happy constitution, 
shall be pointed out afterwards. 
Burnet’s History of the Reformation, 
abridged by himself, to be read with 

t Read night nnd day, 
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great care. Father Paul on Bene- 
ficiary Matters iu English. A French 
master, and only Moliere’s Plays to 
be read with him, or by yourself, till 
you have gone through them all. 
Spectators, especially Mr. Addison’s 
j)iipers, to be read very frequently at 
l)rokeii times in your room. I make 
it rny request, that you will forbear 
drawing, totally, while you are at 
Oimbrulge ; and not meddle with 
(jreek, otlierwise than to know a 
little the etymology of words in Latin, 
or Knglisii, or French ; nor to med- 
<lle with Italian. 1 hope this little 
(*ourse will soon bo run through: I 
intend it as a general foundation for 
iii«niy things of infinite utility, to 
come as soon as this is finished. 

Believe me, with the truest affec- 
tion, my dear nc])hew, ever yours. 

Keeqi this letter and read it again. 


LETTER IV. 

From tli(t Earl of Chatham to his 
Nephew Thomas Pitt^ Esq, 

Bath, Marcli 30, 1754-. 
My dear nephew, 

I am much obliged to you for your 
kind remembrance and wishes for 
iriy health. Tt is much recover- 
<*<] by the regular fit of gout, of 
which 1 am still lame in both feet, 
and 1 may hope for belter healtl^ 
hereafter in consequence. 1 have 
tlujught it long since we conversed : 
T waited to be able to give you a bet- 
tor account of my health, and, in 
])art, to leave you time to make ad- 
vances in your plan of study, of 
which 1 am very desirous to hear an 
account. I desire you will be so 
good to let me know particularly, if 
you have gone through the Abridg- 
ment of Burnet’s History of the Re- 
formation, and the Treatise of Fa- 
ther Paul on Benefices ; also how 
much of Locke you have read. I 
beg of you not to mix any other Eng- 


lish reading with what I recommend 
to you. 1 propose to save you much 
time and trouble, by pointing out to 
you such books, in succession, as 
will carry you the shortest way to 
the things you must know to fit your- 
self for the business of the world, 
and give you the clearer knowledge 
of them, by keeping*^ them iiiirnixed 
with superfluous, vain, empty trash. 
Let me hear, my dear child, of your 
French also ; as well as of those 
studies wiiich are more j)roperly 
university studies. 1 cannot tell 
you better how truly and tenderly 1 
Jove you, than by telling you I ayi 
most solicitously bent, on your doing 
every thing that is right, and laying 
tlie foundations of your future happi- 
ness and figure in the wwld, in such 
a course of imprjovement, as will not 
fail to make you a better man, wdiile 
it makes you a more knowing one. 
Do you rise early ? I hope you have 
already made to yourself the habit 
of doing it : if not, let me conjure 
you to acquire it. Remember youi 
friend Horace ; Et ni posers aatk 
diem, lihrum cum luniimj si noa in- 
tcndcs animum studiis et rehus hp 
nestis f invidid vel amove ?niser tor 
quebere,*^ Adieu. Your ever affec 
tionate uncle. 


LETTER V. 

From the Earl o f Chatham to his 
Nephew Thomas Pitt^ Esq. 

A strop Wolls, Sept. 3, 173 k 
My dear nephew, 

I liavo been a long time without 
conversing with you, and thanking 
you for the pleasure of your last let- 
ter. You may possibly be; about to 
return to the seat of learning on the 
j hanks of the Cam ; but I will not 

Ihiless you call for a lx)ok and lipht, unless 
you apply your mind to studies and honourahlo 
affairs, \ou will be miserably tormented by on\ y 
or dofiiro 
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defer discoursing to you on literary 
matters, till you leave, porn wall, not 
doubting but you are mindful of the 
Muses amidst the very savage rocks 
and moors, and yet more savage na- 
tives, of the ancient and respectable 
diitchy. First, with regard to the 
opinion you desire concerning a com- 
mon-place boo#; in genial I much 
disapprove the use of it : it is chiefly 
intended for persons who mean to 
be authors, and lends to impair the 
intuuory, and to deprive you of a 
rea<iy, extempore use of your read- 
ing, by accustoming the mind to dis- 
cjiarge itself of its reading on paper, 
instead of relying on its natural 
I>ower of retention, aided and forti- 
fied by frequent revisions of its ideas 
and materials. Some things must be 
common-placed in order to be of any 
use ; dates, chronological order, and 
the like; for instance. Nathaniel Ba- 
con ouglit to be extracted in the best 
method you can : but in general my 
advice to you is, not to common-place 
upon paper, but, as an equivalent to 
it, to endeavour to range and metho- 
dize in your head what you read, 
and by so doing frequently and habi- 
tually to fix matter in the memory. 
1 desired you some time since to 
read lord Clarendon’s History of the 
civil wars. I ‘have Jately read a 
much honester and more instructive 
book, of the same period of history; 
it is the History of the Parliament, 
by Thomas May,* esq., &.c. I will 
send it to you as soon as you return 
to Cambridge. If you have not 
read Burnet’s History of his Own 
Times, I beg you will. I hope your 

* May, the translator of Lucnii, had been 
much counteranced by (Charles the First, bnl 
qiiiued the court on some personal disgust, and 
afterwards became secret aiT to the parliament. 
Ills History was published in IG'J-? under their 
Huihonty and license, and cannot tiy any means 
be considered a' an impartial work! It is, how- 
evcj . vvell worthy of being attentively read j 
and fi>e contemptuous character given of it by 
Clarendon (Life, vol. i. p. iW),) is as much below 
its real merit as Clarendon’s own History is su- 
perior to il> 
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father is well. My love to the girls. 
Your ever affectionate uncle. 


LETTER VI. 

From the Earl of Chatham to his 

Nephew Thomas Pitt, Esq, 

Fay Oflicc, April 9, 1755. 

My dear nephew, 

1 rejoice extremely to hear that 
your father and the girls are not un- 
entertained in their travels ; in the 
mean time your travels through the 
paths of literature, arts, and sciences 
(a road, sometimes set with flowers, 
and soml^imes diflicult, laborious, 
and arduous), are not only infinitely 
more profitable in future, but at pre- 
sent, upon the whole, infinitely more 
delightful. My own travels at pre- 
sent are none of the pleasantest : I 
am going through a fit of the gout ; 
with much proper pain, and what 
proper patience I may. au 

lecteur^ my sweet boy : “ Remember 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth.” 
Let no excesses lay the foundations 
of gout and the rest of Pandora’s 
box ; iior any immoralities or vicious 
courses sow the seeds of a too late 
and painful repentance. Here ends 
my sermon, which, I trust, you are 
not fine gentleman enough, or, in 
plain English, silly fellow enough, b. 
Jgugh at, Lat^ Hester is much 
yours. Let me hear some account 
of your intercourse with the Muses ; 
and believe me ever, your truly most 
affectionate. 


LETTER VII. 

From the Earl of Chatham to his 
Nephew Thomas Pitij Esq. 

Fay Office, April 15, 1755. 

A thousand thanks to my dear 
boy for a very pretty letter. I like 
extremely the account you give ol 
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yoiir literary life ; the reflections you 
make upon some West Saxon actors 
ill the times you are reading are 
natural, manly, and sensible, and 
flow from a heart that-Mill make 
you far superior to any of them. 1 
am content you should be interrupt- 
ed (provided the interruption be not 
long) in the course of your reading', 
by declaiming in defence of the 
thesis you liave so wisely' chosen to 
maintain. It is true indeed that the 
atlirinativc maxim, Omne solum Jbrti 
pntria est, has supported some great 
and good men under tlie persecutions 
of faction and party injustice, and 
taught them to prefer an hospitable 
retreat in a foreign land, to an un- 
natural mother-country. Some few 
sucli may be found in ancient times : 
in our own country also some ; such 
was Algernon Sidney, Ludlow, and 
others. But how dangerous is it to 
trust frail, corrupt man, with such an 
aphorism ! What fatal casuistry is it 
big with ! How many a villain might, 
and lias, masked himself in the say- 
ings of ancient illustrious exiles, 
while he was, in fact, dissolving all 
the nearest and dearest tics that 
hold societies together, and spurning 
at all laws divine and human ! How 
easy the transition from this political 
to some impious ecclesiastical apho- 
risms ! If -all soils are alike to 
the brave and virtuous, so may all 
cliurclies and modes of worships, 
that is, all will be equally neglected 
and violated. Instead of every soil 
being liis country, he will have no 
one for Ins country ; he will be the 
forlorn outcast of mankind. Such 
was the late Bolingbroke of impious 
memory. Let me know when your 
declamation is over. Pardon an ob- 
servation on style : I received 

yours” is vulgar and mercantile ; 
“ Your letter” is the way of writing. 
Inclose your letters in a cover ; it is 
more polite. 
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LETTER VIII. 

Fi'om the. Earl of Chaihdm to his 

Nephew Thomas Pitt, Esq. 

Pay Office, May 20, 1765, 
My dear nephew, 

I am extremely concerned to hear 
that you have been ill, especially as 
your account of an illness you speak 
of as past, implies such remains of 
disorder as I beg you will give all 
proper attention to. By the medi- 
cine your physician has ordered, I 
conceive he considers your case in 
some degree ner\oiis. If that be ^o, 
advise with him whether a little 
change of air and of the scene, to- 
gether with some weeks course of 
steel waters, might not be highly 
proper for you. ^ 1 am to go the day 
after to-morrow to Sunning Hill, in 
Windsor Forest, where 1 propose to 
j drink those waters for about a month. 
Lady Hester and I shall be hap}>y in 
your company, if your doctor shall 
be of opinion that such waters may 
be of service to you ; which, 1 hope, 
will be his opinion. Besides liealtli 
recovered, the Muses shall not ,bo 
quite forgot : we will ride, read, 
walk, and philosophize, extremely at 
our ease; and you may return to 
Cambridge MitH new ardour, or at 
least with strength repaired, when 
we leave Sunning Hill. If you 
come, the sooner the better, on all 
accounts. Wo propose to go into 
Buckinghamshire in about a month. 
I rejoice that your declamation i.s 
over, and that you have begun, my 
dearest nephew, to open your mouth 
in public, ingenti patriw pereuhus 
amore.^ I wish I had heard you 
perform : the only way 1 ever shall 
hear your praises from your own 
mouth. My gout prevented my so- 
much-intended and wished-for jour- 
ney to Cambridge : and now my plan 
of drinking waters renders it im- 

* Struck w’ltli a groat love of country. 
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possible. Come, then, my dear boy, 
to us ; Jind so Mahomet and the 
mountain meet, no matter which 
moves to the other. Adieu. Your 
ever affectionate. 


LETTER IX. 

From the Earl of Chathain to his 
Nephew Thomas Fitt, Esq, . 

July 13, 1755. j 

My dear nephew, 

I have delayed writing to yon in 
expectation of hearing farther from 
you upon the subject of your stay 
at college. No news is the best 
news ; and I will hope now that all 
your dilhculties upon that head are 
at an end. I represent you to my- 
self deep in study, and drinking 
large draughts of intellectual nectar ; 
a very delicious state to a mind hap- 
py enough, and elevated enough, to 
thirst after knowledge and true ho- 
nest fame, even as the hart panteth 
after the water-brooks. When I 
name knowledge, J ever intend 
learning as the weapon and instru- 
ment only of manly, honourable, 
and virtuous action, upon the stage 
of the world, both in private and 
public life ; as a gentleman, and as 
a member of the commonwealth, 
who is to answer for all he does to the 
laws of his country, to his own breast 
and conscience, and at the tribunal 
of honour and good fame. You, ray 
dear boy, will not only be acquitted, 
but applauded and dignified at all 
these respectable and awful bars. 
8o macte tud virtute !* Go on and 
prosper in your glorious and happy 
career; not forgetting to walk an 
hour briskly every morning and eve- 
ning. to fortify the nerves. I wish 
to htar, in some little time, of the 
Is you shall have made in the 

• Dw your beil endc«iVDurs. 
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course of reading chalked out. 
Adieu. Your ever affectionate uncle. 

Lady Hester desires her best com- 
pliments to you. 

LETTER X. 

Frdfn the Earl of Chatham to his 
Nephew Thomas Pittj Esq, 

Stowe, July 24 1755, 
My dear nephew, 

I am just leaving thi.s place to go 
to Wotton ; but I will not lose the 
post, though I have time but for one 
line. I am extremely happy that you 
can stay at your college, and jtursue 
the prudent and glorious resolution 
of employing your present moments 
with a view to the future. May your 
noble and generous love of virtue 
pay you with the sweet rewards of a 
self-approving heart and an applaud- 
ing country ! and may I enjoy the 
true satisfaction of seeing your fame 
and happiness, and of thinking tliat 
I may have been fortunate eiioiigli 
to have contributed, in any small 
degree, to do common justice to kind 
Nature by a suitable education 1 f 
am no very good judge of the qu(3s- 
tion concerning the books ; I believe 
they are your own in the same seni^o 
that your wearing apparel is. J 
would retain them, and leavti tlte 
Candid and equitable Mr. * * * to 
plan, with the honest Mr. * * 
schemes of perpetual vexation. As 
to the persons just mentioned, 1 trust 
that you hear about you a mind and 
I heart much superior to sticli malice ; 
land that you are as little capable of 
resenting it, with any sensations but 
tho.se of cool decent contempt, as 
you are of fearing the consequences 
of such low efforts. As to the cau- 
tion money, 1 think you have done 
well. The case of the chambers, I 
conceive, you likewise apprehend 
rightly. Let me know in your next 
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what these two articles require you 
to pay down, and how far your pre- 
sent cash is exliausted, and 1 will 
direct Mr. Campbell to give you cre- 
dit accordingly. Believe me, my 
dear nephew, truly happy to be of 
use to you. ! 

Your ever affectionate, i 


LETTER XI. 

From the, Far I of Chatham to his 
Nephew Thomas Pitt^ 

VVotton, Aug. 7, 1755. 

My dear nephew, 

I have only time at present to let 
you know T am setting out for Lon- 
drm; when I return to Sunning Hill, 
which r propose to do in a few days, 
I shall have considered the question 
about a letter to and^ will 

send you my thoughts upon it. As 
to literature, I know you are not 
idle, under so many and so strong 
motives to animate you to the ardent 
])iir.snit of improvement. For Eng- 
lish history, read the revolutions of 
York and Lancaster in Pere d’Or- 
h'ans, and no more of the father ; 
the Life of Kdwnrd the Fourth, and 
so downwards all the life-rwrilers of | 
our kings, except such as you have I 
already read. For Clueeii Anne’s j 
reign, the contiiiuator of Rapin. 

Farewell, my dearest nephew, for 
to-day. Your mo.st affectionate un- 
cle. 


LETTER XIT. 

From the Earl of Chatham to his 
Nephew 'Thomas Pitt^ Esq, 

Bath, Sepl. 25, 1755. 

I have, not conversed with my 
dear nepKSw a long lime : I have 
been m ch in a post-chaise, living a 
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wandering Scythian life, and he has 
been more usefully employed than in 
reading or writing letters ; travelling 
through the various, instructing, ami 
entertaining road of history. 1 have 
a particular pleasure in hearing now 
and then a word from you in your 
journey, just while you arc changing 
horses, if 1 may so call it, and get- 
ting from one author to another. 1 
suppose you going through the bio- 
graphers, from E(lward the Fourth 
downwards, not intending to stop 
till you reacli to llio continiialor of 
honest Rapin. 'rhere is a little 
book I never mentioned, Wehvood’s 
Memoirs ; I recomiiiend it. Davis's 
Ireland must not on any account he 
omitted : it is a. great performance, 
a masterly work, and contains much 
depth and extensive knowledge in 
state matter.s, and settling of cf»un- 
tries, in very short compass. 1 have 
met with a schente of chronology by 
Blair, showing all contemporary his- 
torical characters through all ages : 
it is of great use to consult frequent- 
ly, in o^der to fix periods, and throw 
collateral light upon any particular 
hraiicli you are reading. Let me 
know, when 1 have the pleasure of a 
letter from you, how far you are ad- 
vanced in English history. You 
may probably not have heard authen- 
tically of governor Lyttelton’s capti- 
vity and release. He is safe and 
well in England, after being taken 
and detained in France some days. 
Sir Richard and he met, unexiiocted- 
ly enough, at Brussels, and came 
together to England. I propose re- 
turning to London in about a week, 
where 1 hope to find lady Hester as 
well as I left lier. We are both 
much indebted for your kind and 
aflcctionate wishes. In puhlica com- 
moda pecrenij si longo sermone morer^ 
one bent on so honourable and vir- 
tuous a journey as you are. 

* I ihowUl <lo the public an injury, if 1 should 
longer delay you. 
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LETTER XTII. 


From the Earl of Chatham to his 
Nephew Thomas Titty Esq. 

Vnv Oflicf', Uc;c. 6, 1755. 

Of all the various satisfactions of 
niiiul I have felt 117)011 some late 
events, none has atVected me with 
more sensibility and delight than the 
reading my dear Ilephew^s letter. 
'J'lie matter of it is worthy of a bet- 
ter age than that we live in ; worthy 
of your own noble, untainted mind; 
and the maimer and expression of it 
is such as I trust will one day make 
y\)U a powerful instrument towards 
mending the present degeneracy. 
I'iXamples are unnecessary to happy 
natures ; and it is well for your fu- 
ture glory and happiness that this is 
the case ; for lo copy any now exist- 
ing, might cramp genius, and check 
the native spirit of the piece, rather 
than contribute to the perfection of it. 
J learn from sir Richard Lyttelton 
that we may have the pleasure of 
meeting soon, as he has already, or 
intends to offer you a bed at his 
house, ft is on this, as on all occa- 
sion s’ little necessary lo preach pru- 
dence, or to intimate a wish that 
your studies at Cambridge might not 
be broken by a long interruption 
of them. T know the rightness of 
your own mind, and leave you to all 
the generous and animating motives 
you find there, for jmrsuing improve- 
ments in literature and useful know- 
ledge, as much better counsellors 
than 

Your ever most affectionate uncle. 

Lady Hester desires her Oest com- 
pliments. The little cousin is well. 

LETTER XIV. 


From tlye Earl of Chatham to his 
Nephew Thomas Pilty Esq. 

! Ilorstj Guards, Jon. 13, 175G. 
My jdear nephew, 
me thank you a thousand times 
'your remembering me, and giv- 


ing me the pleasure of hearing that 
you w'as well, and had laid by the 
ideas of I^tondon and its dissipations, 
to resume the sober train of thoughts 
that gowns, square caps, quadranghjs, , 
and matin bells, naturally draw after 
them. ' I hope the air of Cambridge 
has brought no disorder upon you, 
and that you will compound with 
the Muses so as to dedicate some 
hours, not less than two, of the day 
to exercise. The earlier you rise, 
the better your nerves will bear .study. 
When you next do me the pleasurt* 
to write to me, I beg a copy of your 
Elegy on your Mothcr^s Picture : it 
is such admirable poetry, that 1 beg 
you to plunge deep into prose and 
severer studies, and not indulge your 
genius with ver.se, for the present. 
Substitute Tully and Demosthenes 
in the place of Homer and Virgil ; 
and arm yourself with all the variety 
of manner, co7)iousness, and beauty 
of diction, nobleness and magnifi- 
cence of ideas of the Roman con.sul ; 
and render the powers of eloquence 
complete by the irresistible torrent 
of vehement argumentation, the close 
and forcible reasoning, and llie 
depth and fortitude of mind of tlie 
Grecian statesman. This I mean 
at leisure intervals, and to relie\e 
the course of those studies whicli 
you intend to«make your principal 
object. The book relating lo the 
%ni7)ire of Germany, which T could 
not recollect, is Vitriarius’s Jus Puh- 
lir.umy aa admirable book in its kind, 
and esteemed of the best authority 
in matters much controverted. We 
are all ^vell : sir Richard is upon his 
legs and abroad again. 

Your ever affectionate uncle. • 

LETTER XV. 

From the Earl of Chatham to his 
Nephew Thomas PittHf Esq. 

IfayM, Oct. 7, 

1 think it very long since I heard . 
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any thing of my dear nephe\v\s health j 
and learned occupations at the mo- 
ther of arts and sciences. Pray 
give me the pleasure of a letter sorm, 
and be so good to let inc know what 
progress is made in our plan of read- 
ing. I am now to make request to 
you in behalf of a young gentleman 
coming to Cambridge, Mr. son: 
'riie father desires much that you 
and his son may make an acquain- 
tance : as what father would not ? 
Mr. *** is one of the best friends 1 
have ill the world ; and nothing can 
oblig€j me more than tliat you would 
do all in your power to be of assis- 
tance and advantage to the young 
man. He has good parts, good na- 
ture, and amiable qualities. He is 
young, and consequently much de- 
pends on the first habits he forms, 
whether of application or dissipation. 
You see, my dear nephew, what it is 
already to have made yourself prin~ 
rcjjs juventutis. It has its glories and 
its cares. You are invested with a 
kind of public charge, and the eyes 
of the world are upon you, not only 
for your own acquittal, but for the 
example and pattern to the British 
youth. Lady Hester is still about, 
but in daily expectation of the good 
minute. She desires her compli- 
jiionts to you. My sister is gone to 
Howberry. Believe me ever, niy 
dear nephew, 

Most affectionately yours* 

LETTER XVT. 

From the Earl of Chatham, to his 

Nephew Thomas Pitt, Esq. 

Hayes, Oct. 10, 1756. 

My dear nephew, 

1 have the pleasure to acquaint 
you with the glad tidings of Hayes. 
Lady Hester was safely delivered 
this morning of a son. She and the 
child are as well as possible, and 
the father in the joy of his heart. 


It IS no small addition to my hapjji- 
ness to know you will kindly sliare 
it with me. A father must form 
wishes for his child as soon as it 
comes into the world, and I will 
make mine, That he may hve to 
make as g<iod use of life as one that 
shall he nameless is now doing at 
Cambridge. C^mrl roeeai (hitri mnfri- 
cula m(^us alumuo 7^' 

Y^our ever affectionate. 


LETTER XV] r. 

i'Vom the Earl of Chatham to dis 
. Nephew 'Thomas Fitt, Esq. 

St. Jameses Square, Aug-. 1757. 

My dear nephew, 

Nothing can give me greater plea- 
sure than the approaching conclu- 
sion of a happy reconciliation in the 
family. Your letter to is tlie 
properest that can be imagined, and, 
I doubt not, will make the deepest 
impression on his heart. T have 
been in much pain for you during 
all this unseasonable weather, and 
am still apprehensive, till 1 have tlie 
satisfaction of hearing from you, that 
your course of sea bathing has been 
interrupted by such gusts of wind 
as must have rendered the sea too 
rough an element for a convalescent 
to disport in. I trust, my dearest 
nephew, that opening scenes of do- 
mestic comfort and family aficction 
will confirm and augment every hour 
the benefits you are receiving at 
Brighthelmston, from external and 
internal medical assistajices. Lady 
Ilcstor and aunt Mary join with me 
in all good wishes for your health 
and hai>piness. The duplicate, * * * 
mentions having addressed to me, 
has never come 1o hand. 1 am, 
with truest affection, my dearest ne- 
phew, ever yours. 

* What more can a mother wish her dear 
clilld ? 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Jpyom the Earl of Chatham, to his 
Nephew Thomas Pitt^ Esq. 

»St. Janifjs’s S<]uarr, Oct. 27, 1757. 

My dear nephew, 

Inclosed is a letter from * 
which came in one to me. I heartily 
wish the contents may be agreeable 
to you. 

1 am far from being satisliod, my 
dearest nephew, with the account 
your last letter to my sister gives of 
your health. 1 had formed the hope 
of your ceasing to be an invalid be- 
fore this time; but since you must 
submit to be one for this winter, 1 
am comforted to find your strength 
is not impaired, as it used to be, by 
the returns of illness you sometimes 
feel ; and I trust the good govern- 
ment you are under, and the forti- 
tude and manly resignation you arc 
possessed of, will carry you well 
through this trial of a young man’s 
patience, and bring you out in spring, 
like gold, the better for the proof. 
I rejoice to hear you have a friend 
of great merit to be with you. My 
warmest wishes for your health and 
happiness never fail to follow you. 
Lady Hester desires her best compli- 
ments. Believe me, with the truest 
affection, ever yours. 


LETTER XIX- 

Jtord Chesterfield to Dr. R. Chene*- 
11 if, Lord Bishop of Waterford. 

London, Dec. 16, 1760. ; 

My dear lord, 

I make no excuses for the irregu- 
hirily of my correspondence, or the 
unlrt-quency of rny letters ; for my 
declining mind keeps pace with rny 
decaving body, and I can no more 
scriberc digna legi (write things 
to be read), than 1 can yV/cerc 
scrihi (do things worthy to be 


written). My health is always bad, 
though sometimes better, and some- 
times worse, but never good. My 
deafness increases, and consecjueiitly 
depriv/j.s me of the comforts of so- 
ciety, which other people have in 
their illnesses ; in short, this last 
stage of my life is a very tedious 
one, and the roads very bad ; the 
end of it cannot be very far off, and 
I cannot be sorry for it. I wait ff>r 
it, imploring the mercy of my Crea- 
tor, and deprecating bis justice. 
The best of us must trust to the for- 
mer, and dread the latter. I am, 


lettp:r XX. 

Lord Chesterfield to Dr R. Cheney 
vix^ Lord Bishop of Waterford. 

Blacklioath, Sept. 12, 1761. 
My dear lord, 

I do not know whether I shall 
give you a reason which you will 
I reckon 'a good one ; but 1 will ho- 
nestly give you the true one, for my 
writing so seldom. It is one of thc^ 
effects, and not the least disagreeabiti 
one, of my disorder, to inake one 
indolent, and unwilling to undertake 
even what one has a mind to do. I 
have often set dowm in the intention 
of writing to you, when the appara- 
tus of a table, pen, ink, and paper, 
has discouraged me, and made me 
procrastinate, and say, like Festu.*^, 
'' At a convenient time will 1 speak 
to thee.’' Those who have not ex- 
perienced this indolence and lan- 
guor, 1 know have no conception of 
them ; and therefore, many pco})le 
say that I am extremely well, because 
I can walk and speak, without k no vis- 
ing how much it costs me to do 
cither. This was the case of the 
bishop of Ossory, who reported only 
from my outside, which is not much 
altered. I cannot say, however that 
I am positively ill ; hut I can posi- 
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lively say, that 1 am always unwcfl. 
Ill short, I am in my health, what 
many, reckoned in the main good 
sort of people, are in their morals ; 
lliey corriinit no flagrant critics, but 
their conscience secretly reproaches 
them with the non-observance or 
IIk' violation of many lesser duties. 
Wliite is recovered from his acute 
illness, and is now only infirm and 
crazy, and will be so as long as he 
lives. 1 believe wo shall start fair. 

The bishop of Ossory told me 
one thing, that I heard with great 
pleasure; wliich was, that yoiir son 
did exlremoly well a1 the university, 
mid aii.swc'red, not only your hopes, 
but your wishes ; I sincerely corigra** 
tulale you upon it. 

The town of London and the city 
of VV^^cstminstcr are gone quite mad 
with the wedding and the approach- 
ing coronation. People think nor 
talk of nothing else. For my part, 
1 iiave not seen our new queen yet ; 
and as for the coronation, I am not 
alive enough to march, nor dead 
enough to walk at it- You can bear 
now and then a quibble, I hope ; but 
1 am, without the least equivoque, my 
<lear lord, your most faithful friend, 
and humble servant. 

P. S. Your lord lieutenant will be 
with you immediately after the coro- 
nation. lie has heard of combina- 
lioiis, confederations, and all sons 
of ((Hons, to handcuff and fetter him ; 
but he seems not in the least appre- 
hensive of them. 


LETTER XXL 

1 

Dr. Swift to ike Earl of Chester-^ 
field. 

I\<>v<*inb<’r 10, 1730. 

My lord, ! 

I was positively advised by a 
friend, whose opinion has much 
weight with me, and who has a greatj 
VoL. III. Nos. 19 & oO. 


veneration for your lord.ship, to ven- 
ture a letter of solicitation: and it is 
[the first request of this kind that 1 
[ever made .since the jmblic changes, 
in times, persons, nu'asures, and 
opinions, drove me into distance and 
obscurity. 

I There is an honest man, whose 
jOamc is F^iauncelot ; Ikj has been 
long a servant to my lord Sussex ; 
he married a. relation of mine, a 
widow, with a tolerable juinlure ; 
which depending upon a lease which 
the duke of Grafton suffered to r\- 
])irc about three years ago, sunk 
half her litlhi fortune. Mr. Lauiice- 
lot liad many promises from the. tfuke* 
of Dorset, while his grace held that 
office which is now iii your lordship ; 
but they all failed, after the usual 
fate that the -bulk of court-suitors 
must expect. 

I am very sensible that I have no 
manner of claim to the least favour 
from your lordship, whom I have 
hardly the honour to be known to, 
although you were always pleased to 
treat me \tith much humanity, and 
with more distinction than 1 could 
pretend tr> deserve. T am likt'wiso 
conscious of that demerit which 1 
have largely shared with all lho.se 
who concerned themselves in a court 
and ministry, whose maxims and pro- 
ceedings have been ever since so 
much exploded. But your lordshiji 
will grant me leave to say, that, in 
those times, when any |>ersons of the 
ejected party came to court, and were 
of tolerable consequence, they inn er 
failed to succeed iu any reasonalile 
request they made for a friend. .And, 
when 1 sometimes added rny poor so- 
licitations, 1 used to quote the tlieu 
ministers a passage in the Gospel, the 
poor (meaning their own dependants) 
y(m hart always with you.^ &c. 

This is the strongest argument I 
have, to entreat your lordship’s fa- 
vour for Mr, Launcelot, who is a per- 
fect honest man, and as loyal as you 
could wish. Ilis wife, my near reJa- 
3 B 
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tion, has been my‘ favourite from her 
youth, and as deserving as it is pos- 
sible for one of her level. It is un- 
derstood, that some little employments 
about the court may be often in your 
lordship’s disposal ; and that my lord 
Sussex will give Mr. Laiincelot the 
character he deserves ; and then let 
my petition be (to speak in rny own 
trade) a drop in the bucket. 

Remember, my lord, tliat although 
this letter be long, yet what particu- 
larly concerns my reejuest is but of a 
few lines. 

f shall not congratulate with your 
lordship upon any of your present | 
'great employments, or upon the great- 1 
cst that can possibly b<j given to you ; 
because yon are one of tboso ver)’^ 
few, who do more honour to a court 
than you can possibly receive from it, 
which I take to be a greater compli- 
ment to a court than it is to your lord-j 
ship. I am, my lord, 

LETTER XXJL 

The Earl of Chesterfield to Dr, 

Swift. 

Ha^e, Dec. 15, N. S. 1730. 

Sir, 

You need not have made any ex- 
cuse to me for your solicitation : on 
the contrary, I am proud of being tlie 
first person to whom you have thought 
it worth the while to apply since those 
changes, which, you say, drove you 
into distance and obscurity. I ver}*^ 
well know the person you recom- 
mend to me, having lodged at his 
house a whole summer at Richmond. 

I have always lieard a very good cha- 
racter of him, which aloin^ would in- 
cline mo to serve him ; but your r<‘- 
comiiiendation, 1 can assure you, will 
make mo impatient, to do it How- 
ever; that he may not again meet with 
the common fate of court suitors, nor 
I lie under the imputation of making 
court promises, I lytll exactly explain 
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to you how far it is likely I may be 
able to serve him. 

When first I had this office, I took 
the resolution of turning out nobody ; 
so that } shall oidy have the disposal 
of Ihostf places that the death of the 
present possessors will procure me. 
Some old servants that have served 
me long and faithfully, have obtained 
the promises of the first four or five 
vacancies ; and the early solicitations 
of some of my particular friends have 
tied me down for alxiiit as many more. 
But after having satisfied these en- 
gagements, 1 do assure you Mr. Laun- 
ceiot shall he iny first care, 1 conless 
his prosi)ect is more remob* than I 
could have wished it ; but, as it is so 
remote, lie will not have the uneasi- 
ness of a disap]>ointmenl, if he gets 
nothing ; and if he gets something, 
vve shall both be pleased. 

As for his political principles, I 
am ill no manner of pain about them. 
Were he a Tory, I would vimture to 
serve him, in the ju.st expectation, 
that, should I ever be charged with 
having preferred a Tory, the person 
who was the author of my crime 
would likewise be the author of rny 
vindication. I am, with real esteem, 
sir, your most obedient bumble ser- 
vant. 


LETTER XXTII. 

Dean Swift to the Earl of Chester- 
field, 

January 1.9, 

My lord, 

I return your lordship iny most 
hnmlilo thanks for tlie honour and 
favour pf your letter, and desire 
your justice to believe, Jiat, in writ- 
ing t<» you a sec^>nd lime, 1 have no 
design of giving yon a second trou- 
ble. My only end at present is to 
I beg your pardon lor a fault of igno- 
I ranee, I ought to have remembered, 
that the arts of courts are like those 
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of play ; where, if tin* mopt expert ima^^iitod more than once, that your 
be absent a few tnoiillis, the whole lord?>Ini>’s proceeding with mo may 
system is so clianged, tliat he hath bo a refiiicrnent introduced by your- 
iio more skill than a new beginner, self; and that as, in my time, the 
Yet I cannot but wish, t\at your most solemn and frecpient promises 
lordship liad pleased to forgive one, of great men usually failed, against 
who has been an utter stranger to all probabhi appearances, so that sin- 
public life above sixteen years. Bus- glc slight one of your lordship may, 
sy liabutin himself, the politest per- by your generous nature, early suc- 
soriofhis age, when he was recalled cced against all visible impossibilities, 
to court after a long banishment, I am, S^c. 
appeared ridiculous there : and what 
coLihl I oxp(jcl from iny antiquated 

manner of addressing your lordship I^ETTER XXIV. 

in tlie prime of your lifcj, in the 

lieiffht ol' fortune, favour, and merit ; J^ord l.ylth ton U, ffir Thomas J.yt- 
so distinguished by your active s))iril, ft, ton, at Hagley. 

and greatness of your genius ? 1 do 

here repeal to your lordship, that 1 J.on.»oH, iVh. 4, 1728. 

lay the I’ault of my misconduct on- Dear sir, 

tirely on a friend whom I exceeding- I am miglity glad you have made 
ly love and esteem, whom I dare choice of so agrccahio a place as 
not name, and who is as bad a cour- Lorraiii to send me to. ] shall be 
tier by nature as I am grown by want impatient to hear that you have got 
of [iractice. God forbid lliat your a servant for me, tliat my slay here 
lordship should continue in an ein- may be the shorter : in the mean 
ployincmt, however great and honour- while, you may be sure, I shall not 
able, where you only can be an or- neglect to make the best use of my 
n ament to the court so long, until time. 

you have an opportunity to ])rovidc I am proud that the D ;; ap- 

otlices for a dozen low people, like proves my versos ; lor licr judgment 
the poor man whom I took thtj liber- does great honour to those that please 
ty to mention ! And God forbid, that, her. 'J'ho subject is Blenheim cas- 
in one particular branch of the king’s tie; T would have sent you a copy 
family, there, sliould ever bo such a of them, but have not yet had time 
mortality as to take away a dozen of to transcribe tliem ; you shall, there- 
nieaiier servants in less tlian a do^ten fore, receive them enclosed in my 
years ! next letter. 

(live me leave, in farther exense The news you tell me of 

of my W(;akness, to confess, that, docs not a little please me ; whatever 
beHid(\s some Jiiiils from my friends, docs him honour in your opinion is 
your lordship is in great measure t<» of advantage to inf), as it will render 
blame, for your obliging manner of i the friendship that is between us 
treating mein every place where I ; more agreeable to you ; for my satis- 
had the honour to sec you : which I, faction in his acquaintance has been 
acknowledge.* to have l^ecn a distiiic-i always cluickcd, by observing you 
t ion that T iiiid not ilie least preloiico I had not that esteem for him as I 
to, and consequently as little to could wisli you might have for all 
ground upon it the request of a fa- rny friends : hut I liope he will de- 
vour. serve it belter every day, and con- 

As T am an utter stranger to the firm himself in my good opinion by 
present forms of the world, I have gaining yours. 

2b2 
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I am glad that you are pleased 
with my Persian liCttcrs, and criti- 
cism upon Voltaire ; hut, with sub- 
mission to your judgment, 1 do not 
see iiow what T have said of Milton 
can destroy all poetical license. That 
term indeed has been so much abused, 
and the liberty it allows has been 
pleaded in <lefence of such extrava- 
gant fictions, that one would almost 
wish there were no sucJi words. But 
yet this is no reason why good au- 
thors may not raise and animate j 
their works with flights and sallies 
of imagination, provided they are 
cautious of restraining them within 
the ‘bounds of justness and proprie- 
ty ; for nothing can license a poet 
to oft'eiid against Truth and Reason, 
whicli are as iiiuch the rules of the 
sublime as less exalted jiootry. We 
meet with a thousand instances of 
the true nobleness t»f thought in Mil- 
ton, where the liberty you contend for 
is made use of, and yet nature very 
strictly observed. It would be end- 
less to point out the beauties of this 
kind in the Paradise Lost, where 
the ‘boldness of his genius appears 
\ without shocking us with the least 
impropriety : w'c are surprised, wc 
are warmed, we are transported ; 
but we are not hurried out of our 
senses, or forced to believe impossi- 
bilities. The sixth book is, T fear, 
in many places, an exception to this 
rule ; the pocfica liemtia is stretched 
too far, and the just is sacrificed to 
the wonderful ; (you Avill pardon me, 
if I talk too much in the language 
of the schools.) To set this point 
in a clearer light, let us com]V5re the 
fiction in los Ijusiados of the giant 
that appears to the Portuguese, and 
tlie battle of the angels in Milton. 
Thr; storms, the thunders, and the 
lightnmgs, that hang about him, 
are proper and natural to that moun- 
tain br re])resents : we are pleas-> 
ed With seeing liim thus armed, 
'*'fhcrc is nothing iii the de-j 
|^»ripixoitt;Vvthat is not founded uponj 
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truth : but how do swords, and coats 
of mail, and cannons, agree with 
angels ? Such a fiction can never be 
beautiful, because it wants prfjbabi- 
lity to j^ipport it. We can easily 
imagine the Cape, extending its nar- 
row arms over the sea, and guarding 
it from invaders ; the tempests, tliat 
mariners always meet with upon that 
coast, render such a supposition very 
just : but with W'hat grounds of rea- 
son can we suppose, thsit the angels, 
t<i defend the throne of God, threw' 
mountains upon the heads of tlie re- 
bel army ? 

Non lali auxilio, noc »lerc;riitoribuf* 

'Phe liberty in one fable is restrained 
to nature and good sense ; in llio 
other, it is wild and unbounded, so 
as frequently to lose sight of both. — 
Pardon the freedom I have taken, to 
contradict your opinion and defend 
my OM'U ; for I shall ho very ready 
to give it up to you, if after this you 
continue to think me in the wrong. 
It is prudent to argue with tlioso 
who have such regard to our judg- 
ment as to correct it. 

You ended a letter of good news 
very ill, in telling me that you had 
got the head-ach ; 1 can have hut 
very little pleasure in any thing, 
though it be ever so agreeable, when 
I know that you rre ill. I am, dear 
siiTj. your dutiful son, &/C. 


LETTER XXV. 

Jjord Lyttlcton to Sir Thomas 
t let on. 

Luiiovillo, July 8, 1728. 

Dear sir, 

I heartily congratulate you upon 
iny sister’s marriage, and Avisb >(m 
I may dispose of all your children as 
much to your satisfaction and their 

* The Deity nerds not such aid, nor such de- 
fenders. 
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cariosity natural to lior st x. as to 
writ<^ her a particular of what rarities 
I have seen ; hut of all orciinary 
^poctaclos, such as lui rack's, raree- 
shows, and the hl;e, 1 heo her pcT- 
mission to he .silent. J am, dear sir, 


own. Would to God Mr. P — had 
a fortune cijiial to his hrotherV, that 
he might make a present of it to my 
. pretty little ]\l — ! htU unhapyiily 
they ha\e neither oi' thcm\any por- 
tion but an unc»)]niiioH sharft of me- 
rit, which the w'orld will not think i your dutiful son, ike. 
them much tin richer for. f con- 
dole With poor M*s. upon the 

abrupt departure of lier intended 
husband; to be sure, she taltes it 
much to heart ; for the loss ol‘ an 
only lov(;r, when a lady is past lliroe- 
and-1\venty, is as alllicling as the 
loss of an only cfiild after fifty-five. | 

You tell me my mother desires a! 


l.ETTKIl XX VJ. 

Lotv? 7jf/UkUm to Sir 'J'liomas Iji/t-’ 
ilefon. 

Liinc\'jllc, July 

Dcrar sir, 

I thank you for so kindly forgiv- 
particular journal of my travels, andjing tlu^ pit;c:e of negligence P ac* 
the rc'inarks J have made upon them,! ijuainted you of iii my last. Young 
after the manner of the s«age M r. ; tellows are often guilty of voluntary 
Bromley. Alas! lam utterly unfit! forgetfulness in those afliiirs ; hut, 1 
for so great a work; my genius isUissure you, mine ivas quite acciden- 

lighl and superficial, and lets slip a | tab Mr. 1> tells you true, that 

ihousaiul observations which would* I am weary of losing money at 

cards; but it is no k*ss certain, that 
without them J shall soon he weary 
of Lorraiii. The s[nrjt of quadrille 
has possessed the land from morn- 
ing till midnight; there is nothing 
else in every hottse in lowm. 

This court is foiul of strangers, 
but with a proviso that strangers love 
qiyidrille. Would you win the liearts 
of the maids of honour, you must 
lose your money at quadrille ; would 
you be thought a well-bred man, you 
must play genteelly at quTrdriUe ; 
would you get a reputation of good 
sense, show juflgmont at quadrille : 
liowcver, in summer, one may con- 
nive to pass a day without quadrille ; 
because there are agreeable prome- 
nades. and little parties out of doors ; 
Imt in the winter you are reduced to 
play at it, or sleep Jik(‘ a fly till the 
return of spring. Indeed in the 
morning the duke hunts ; hut iny 


make a figure in his book. It re-j 
ijuires much industry and applica- 
tion, as well as a prodigious memory, 
to know liow many houses there are 
ill Paris ; liow many vestments in a 
jirocession ; how many saints in the 
Romish Calendar, and how many 
miracles to each saint ; and yet to 
.such a jntch of exactness the curi- 
ous travellers must arrive, who would 
imitate Mr. Bromley. Not to men- 
tion the ])ains he must be at in ex- 
amining all the tombs in a great 
church, and faithfully traiiscribyig 
the inscriptions, though they had no 
bettfir author than the sexton or 
curate of the ]>arish. Eor iny part, 

I was so shaiiH'fully in'gligeiit as not 
to set dow'ii how many cro.s.ses are 
ill the road from Calais to Luneviile ; 

. nay, 1 did not so much as take an 
iuvmitory of the relics in the cliurches 
I went to siH*. You may judge by 


this what a poor account 1 shall give! malicious stars have so contrivc.d it, 
you of my travels, and bow ill tlnrtliat 1 am no more a sportsman than 


money is bestowed that you spent 
upon them. But, liowever, if my 
dear mother insists iq>on it, I shall 
have so much complaisance for the 


a gamester. There are no men of 
learning in the whole country ; on 
the contrary, it is a character they 
despise. A man of quality caught 
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me the other day reading a Latin 
author ; and asked me, with an air 
of contempt, whether I was design- 
ed for the church. All this would 
be tolerable, if I was not doomed to 
converse with a set of English, who 
are still more ignorant than the 
French ; and from whom, with my 
utmost endeavours, I cannot be ab- 
sent six hours in the day. Lord 
— — is the only one among them 
who has common sense ; and he is 
so scandalously debauched in his 
principles as well as practice, that 
his conversalioii is equally shocking 
to iny morals and my reason. 

‘ My only improvement here is in 
the company of the duke and prince 
(Vaon, and in the exercise of the 
academy : J have been absent from 
the last near three w'oeks, by reason 
of a sprain I got in the sinews of my 
leg, which is not yet quite recovered. 
My duty to my dear mother ; J hope 
you and she continue well. I am, 
sir, your dutiful sou. 

LETTER •XXVII. 

Lord Lr/tfleton to Sir Thomas 

tleton^ • 

Soisson*?, Nov- 2r». 

Dear sir, 

Tlfis is one of the agrceabicst 
towns in France. The people arc 
infinitely obliging to strangers. We 
are of ail their parties, and perpe- 
tually share with them in their plea- 
sures. 1 have learnt more French 
since I came here, than J should 
have picked up in a twelvemonth at 
Lorrain. The desire of a farther 
progress and improvement in that 
tongue has led me into some thoughts 
relating to the continuation of my 
travels, which J beg leave to lay Ixj-j 
fore yen. 

If you send me to Italy next! 
spring, as you once designed to dO,j 
one arpjat inconvenience will arise, 
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niz. that, before I am perfect in 
speaking French, 1 must apply 1113 ^- 
self to* Italian, from whicli it may 
probably ‘ come to pass, that f shall 
not kno^ iriuch of either. J should, 
therefoil*, think it more for my ad- 
vantage to make the tour of France 
before I set out for Italy, than after 
I come back. 

There is another reason, which 
at least will weigh Avilh my dear mo- 
ther ; that is, that, after the inonili 
of May, when the violent heals be- 
gin, llomc (\vh(;re it will be neces- 
sary to settle first, upon account of 
the purity of the language, which is 
spoke corruptly in other j)lacf's) is so 
unwholesome as to endanger the 
life of any foreigner unacenstonjed 
to that air ; and therefore uiost 
travellers go thither about Septem- 
ber, and leave it towards April. 1 
fancy these two objections to the 
foregoing scheme will incline \ou 
rather to give into mine, whicli is as 
follows : Suppose T stay here till 
after February ; I may in March, 
April, May, and June see Orleans, 
Lyons, and Bourdeaux : and jiass 
July, August, and September, in the 
southern provinces. The air of 
those countries is so pure, that the 
greatest heats do nobody any harm. 
From Provence to Genoa the 
shortest road J can take for Italy, 
and so through Tuscany to Jioinu, 
wljcrc I shall arrive about Decein- 
her, having scon what i.s curious iu 
ray way. 

I may pass two months at Koine, 
and go from thence to Naples, tlie 
most delightful part of Italy, and 
the finest air ; allowing me three 
months in that country, I may lake . 
a little voyage to Messina, and from 
thence to Malta, which la^s just by. 
From Naples I may travel along tlK‘ 
coasts of the Adriatic Sea, by Anco- 
na and Loretta, to Venice; where, if 1 
stay but to the end of July, I shall 
have August, September, and Octo- 
ber, to see Padua, Verona, Milan, 
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and tho other parts of Italy that lie frames which they act upon are more 
N. W. of the Venetian Gulf. In delicate and refined. I must thcre- 
the winter I may settle at j^^enna, fure impute many of my complaints 
where there is a good acadfmy, and to the natural delicacy of my tem- 
where they arc not troub^d with per : and, I Hatter myself, you will 
any English. From thencl^l may not tiimk thtit reason the worst I 
go to Turin, if you plcasc^, and s*taW could have given you. But there 
there till April. After which, to are others, more' gross and evident, 
avoid returning tlirough Provonee a which I have already in part iiiforrn- 
secorid time, 1 may go by Lauzaniie ed you of, and wliich I shall here 
and Berne to Franche Conipte, and set forth mor(> at large, 
so by Dijon to Paris. When 1 am It is natural lor us to hale the 
lliere, it will be wholly in your school in which we take the first les- 
hr(‘ast how long you w^ouJd have me sous of any art. The reason is, that 
stay abroad, and whether I should tlio awkwardness we have shown in 
come home the shortest w'ay, or have .snch beginnings I(‘.sseiis us in the 
the pleasure of seeing liotlaiid. eyes of ])eojd<‘ there, and tii(‘ dwad^ 
I’liis, sir, is the plan that 1 offer to vantageous prejiulic.e it has given of 
you ; which, 1 hoj)e, you w-ill approve us is never cjuite to be got over, 
of in the main, and agree to for im*. TiUin‘vllIe was my school of brood- 
1 do not pretend to hav€) laid it so ing, and 1 was there more uiiavuid- 
?‘:vact as never to depart from it ; but ably subject to quiiiriiipn hcuvfa d'eco- 
I am iicr.suadcd that, generally speak- as the jwlitcsse practised in 
ing, I shall lind it agreeable and that place is fuller of ceremony than 
commodiou.s. I have not brought elsewhere, and has a good deal pccu- 
Lorrain into it, ])ecause it lies quite liar to itself. 

out of the way, and because (to say The memory of these mistakes, 
the truth) I am unwilling to go tin- though lost perhaps in others, hangs 
ther. f know, my dear sir, 1 should upon my mind wlum I am thenj, and 
acipiaint you with my reasons for the depresses my spirits to such a de- 
dislike 1 have expressed against that gree, that I am not like myself. 
place. This is not .so easy an wJair- is jiever agreeable in company where 
I'hspmnnt as you may think it. Our oms fears too much to Ua disapprov- 
notions of places and of persons dc- cd : and the very notion of being ill 
pend upon a combination of circuiri- received has as bad an cflect upon 
stances, many of which are in thorn- our gaiety as the tiling ilselC^^/l'his 
selves minute, but have w'cight fr^m is the firsl and strongest reason why 
their assemblage wdth the rest. Our I de.spair of being bappy ni Lor- 
miuds are like onr bodies : they rain. 1 have already coin[>lained 
owe their pain or pleasure to the' of the foppish ignorance and con- 
good or ill assortment of a thou- tempt f<)r all 1 have been taught to 
sand causes, each of wdiich is a triHe value, that is so fashionable there, 
by itself, liow small and inipercep- V^ou have heard nie^ describe the 
tible arc the qualities in the air, oi jgrealer part of the English I knew 
soil, or climate, where we live ; andjthere, in colours that ought to make 
yet Jiow' sensible are the impressiou.s'you fear tlie infection of such com- 
they make upon us, and the (hdiglitsipany for your son. 
or uneasiness they creaie ! So U is But, supposing no danger in this 
wuth our minds, from the little acci- brutal, unimproving society, it is no 
dents that concur to soothe or to little grievance ; for to what barba- 
disorder them. But in both, the rous insults does it expose our morals 
impressions are more strong, as the • A scholar’s blunders. 
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and understanding! A fool, witli a 
majority on his side, is the f^rcatest 
tyrant in the world. Do not imagine, 
dear sir, that lam sitting up for a re- 
former of mankind, because 1 ex- 
press some impatience at the lolly 
and immorality of my ac(inainlance.' 
1 am far from expecting they should 
all bo wits, much less ])liilosoj>liers. 
JVIy own weaknesses are too well 
known to me. not to jjrejudice me in 
favour of other peophj's when they 
go but to a certain point. Thcni 
are extravagances that have always 
an excuse, sometimes a grace attend- 
ing th(nn. Youth is agreeable in 
•its salli(3s, and would lose its beauty 
if It looked too grave ; but a reason- 
able head and an honest heart are 
never to be dispensed with. Not 
that f am so severe u])on Lunoville 
and my English friends, as to jireterid 
there are not men of merit and good! 
sense among them. ''J'hero are some 
undoubtedly ; but all T know arc un- 
easy at finding themselves in such ill 
company. I shall trouble you no 
farther upon this head. If you 
enter into my way of thinking, what 
I have said will be cnougli ; if you 
•dortiot, all T can say will have no 
t'ffect. I should not have engaged 
in this long detail, but that i love to 
open my lieart to you, and make you 
the confident of all my thoughts. 
TillJ have the honour and happi- 
ness of conversing with you in a 
nearer manner^^ndiilge me, dear sir, 
in this distant vVay of conveying my 
notions to you, and let me talk to 
you as I would to my dearest friend, 
without a\ve, correctness, or reserve. 

hough It have taken up so much of 
your time before, I cannot help giv- 
ing myself the pleasure of acipiaint- 
ing you of the (‘xtraordinary civili- 
tie£ 1 receive from Mr. Poyntz. He 
has in a manner taken me into bis 
family. 1 have the honour of his 
conversation at all hours, and he 
delights to turn it to my improve- 
ment. He was so good as to desire 
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me to ask your leave to pass the 
winter with him, and to encourage 
me it, promised me that J 

should iiot be without my share of 
public lousiness. The first packet 
that co^aes from Fontainebleau 1 ox- 
f>ect to be employed j which is no 
small pleasure to me, and will, 1 
hope, be of service. 

Do not you think, sir, it would be 
proper for you to write to Mr. Poyntz, 
to thank him for the honours he has 
done me; and to desire him to ex- 
cuse it, if Ins civilities make me 
troublesome to him kmger than you 
designed ? You know so well ijow 
to do those things, that I am pt‘r- 
suaded it would have a good effect. 

The only news I have to tell you. 
is a secret intelligence from Vienna, 
that count Zinzerdorlf is going out 
of favour ; this is of consequence to 
the negotiations, but you must not 
mention it : while I am not trusted 
with affairs you shall know all 1 hear; 
hut afterwards nil patri quidmtJ^ I 
I was saying to Mr. Poyntz, that Jlip- 
perda was undoubtedly very happy 
to come out of prison into the land 
of liberty ; he replied, that, what- 
ever the duke might think, he was 
in danger of going to prison again. 

This was said some time ago, 
and things may havti altered since. 

1 remain, dear sir, your dutiful son, 

LETTER XXVIll. 


T 40 rd Liftthton to Sir Thovtas 
tlefoit. 

Paii.s, J.iii. IJ'J, J7-!/ 

Dear sir, 

I have so much to tliaiik you for, 
that I have not words to do it ; so 
kind a compliance with all my wish- 
es surpasses my acknowledgmeiil. 
Your two letters to Mr. Poyntz had 

** Nothing, rvoii to my fnllicr. 
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their eflcct, and were answered vmltj 
a profusion of civilitu?s, and infrks 
of friendship and esteiirn ; buf the! 
enclosed will instruct you fetter ini*^’ 
tlio obli^rations 1 have to j^u and I 
liiin. IJow happy I am hi yi 


LETTER XXIX. 

Poyntz^ pMf, to iSir Thomas, 
LyttlcUni. 


1 1 j ~ — J>er-j 

nu.ssion to quit Tiorruin, you lifiSTT 
judge by my letter on that head. 1 ' 
think you liave mistaken my sense 
in some arguments made use of 


1721). 

Sir, 

I have received yonr two kind 

, letters, in which yon are jdeased 

there; but it is needless to set yoai'^‘7 ”‘»ch to overvalue flu* small 
right. Your kindness and d has lain in my iimver to 

gence to my desire.s is an argument:^^^^^^'^ Lyttleton. I have' morf, 
more per.suasive than all the rest, Ibaiik yoUj .'sir, Ibr giving 


and in which only I confide. (§. 

I have lately, sir, spent more tlian 
f could wisii, and the n<H'.essity of 
doing it gives me no small uneasi- 
ness ; hut it is an undoubted fact, 
that without show abroad there is no 
iirn>rov emeiit. You yourself confess | 


jinc; so convincing a mark of your re- 
gard, as to interru])t th(.‘ course of his 
travels on my account, wliich vviH . 
|lay me under a double obligation to- 
do ail 1 can towards making his stay 
agreeable ami usiiful to him ; though 
1 shall still remain the greater gaiiii'r 


It. when you say, the French arei^*y.^^^^ pleasure of his company, 
fond of strangers who have do services of mine can sulii- 

V to nnv icientiv rnriiiilo Ifo ili iwivtr 


only 

money to pay them lor their conipli 
ments. You ex[)ress a great uneasi- 
iif'ss, for tear J. should grow fond of 
games ol chance. I have some- 
times risqued a little at them, but 
without any passion or delight. Gam- 
ing IS too unreasonable and dishonest 
for a gentleman, who has either sense 
or honour, to addict hini-sclf to it ; 
hut, to set you quite easy in that 
point, f give you my word and ho- 
nour, and desire no pardon if 1 re- 


cede ironi it, that I never will addict 
myself to tliis destruotive inissio^i, 
which is such a whirlpool, that it 
absorbs ail otliors. It is true I have 
been a suffer-r at quadrille, and 
iimsi ever sutler on : for jjooit th 
fiiKirtf' .s<//\v cvln ; e’esf, nn article 
prclimiuai. e d tout comi/iercc ance 1e 
hcau motifk,^ 1 may venture to as- 
ynro you, that all thoughts of peace 
arc not laid aside, as you apprehend. 
1 nmiain, dear sir, your dutiful son, 


jCiently requite. Ho is now in the 
I same house with me, and by that 
means more constantly under my 
eye than even at Soissons : but f 
should be very unjust to liini, if ] 
left you under the imagination, tluj-t 
'his incliiiatious stand in the least 
need of any such ungenerous 
straint. Depend upon it, sir, from 
the* observation of one who would 
abhor to deceive a father in so tender 
I a point, that he retains the same 
virtuous and studious dispo^tion.s, 

I 1 


^ l\o s.>ciety, witJuMU If, a preliminary 
.•ilifJo to all commerce with the world. 


I which nature and your care planted 
in him, only strengthened and im- 
proved by age and c.Kjierionce ; so 
that, 1 dare promise you, the bad 
examples of Paris, or any other })Iace, 
will never have any otJier elfeot upon 
him, but to confirm him in the rig/it 
choice he has made. LJndur these 
I happy circumstances, lie can have 
little occasion for any of Jier advir.e, 
hut that of sustaining the character 
he. has so early got, and of support- 
ing the Jiopes he lias raised. I wish 
it were in my pouer to do him any 
part of the service you suppose me 
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capable of. I shall not bo want- 'repeat. I have a thousand thanks to 
ing to employ him, as occasion offers ; pay^ vou, sir, for so kindly preventing 
and to assist him with my advice my ii^sircs, and continuing me in 
where it may be necessary, though the posk’ssion of a liappiness, which 
your cares (which he ever mentions J was jlfraid was almost at an end. 
with the greatest gratitude) have The I spend with Mr. Poyntz 
made this task very easy. He caif- is certainly the most agreeable, avS 
not fail of making you and himself well as the most improving, part of 
hajijiy, and of being a great orna- niy life. He is a second father to 
meut to our country, if, with that me, and it is in his society that 1 am 
rclined taste and delicacy of genius, least sensible of the want of yours, 
he can but recal his mind, at a pro J find you are uneasy at the situa- 
per age, from the pleasures of learn- tion the king\s speecli has left us in ; 
iiig, and gay scenes of imagination, but depend upon it, notwithstanding 
to the dnli road and fatigue of busi- ihciiittlc triumph that the enemies 
ness. This J liave sometimes taken of the govennnent may show upon 
the liberty to hint to him, though his the present seeming imcortainty of 
own good judgment made it very un- affairs, they will l)(‘ concluded lo 
necessary. their confusion, and to the honour 

Though 1 liave only (he happinc*ss of the councils they o}»i)Ose. 1^110 
of knowing you, sir, by your rejiuta- greatest miscdiief that lias been done 
tion, and by this common object of us, and which perhaps you arc not 
our friendship and affections, your sensible of, was full of lalse and ma- 
son ; J beg you would be persuaded licious insinuations, wliicli, being 
that I am, with the most particular translated and shown to foreign mi- 
respect, sir, your most humble and nisters, unaciiuainted witli tlie lenity 
obedient servant, &.c. of our constitution and the liberty 

of scandal it allows, made them 
- think that the nation would disavow 

LETTER XXX. the measures taken by the court, 

and w'crc the principal cause of* the 
Lord Lyttleton to Sir Thomas l.yt- delays and difficulties that retard the 
tleton. public peace. The vigorous resolu- 

tions of both houses, to sup))ort his 
Feb, 17. majesty in his councils, will, no 
#*vBear sir, <loubt, undeceive them, and contn- 

I made your compliments to Mr. lints very much to bring affairs to 
Poyntz as handsomely as I could, and that decision we desire. Adieu, my 
read him that part of your letter, dear sir; and believe me lo be your 
where you leave it to his determina- dutiful son, &/C. 


tion how long I shall stay with him, 
provided it bjfj^o ways inc(»nvcnient. 
He assured me, with the same ol^ 
liging air of sincerity and goodness 
as you are charmed with in his let- 
ter, that it was not in the least so ; 
and that my company again at Sois- 


sons would be the greatest relief and 
pleasure lo him; with many other 
Jcind expressions! tvhich you would 
t 9 but which I cannot 


LETTER XXXI. 

Lord hyttlefon to Sir Thomas Lyt- 
tleton. 

Pans. March II. 

Dear sir, 

The affair of the Gosport man-of- 
war has raised a most extravagant 
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sj)irit of resentment in the Prcn<^. 
"I'hoy talk of nothing loss than Inur- 
ing their own ofliccr, and to 

ex]>cct that ours slmuld coiri^pdr as 
ill. I liave talked to liis oxcJjUoncy 
abojit it : he says he has had 
count of it from England; but dt> 
sires me to tell you, that he is in 
hopes the French otlicer has made a' 
false report ; and that, if nothing 
\<*ry extraordinary has been done, as 
tlie case must have hap]>cned fre- 
<juently, he should tliiiik it very pro- 
per. that as many ])reccdents as can 
I>e found should he collected and 
sent him over, lie apiirohemls, as 
much as }ou, a poindar declamation 
from the Craftsman on this unlucky 
sul>|ect. '^I'he eniharkation you speak 
of IS uiicortaiii (as tar as 1 can know 
fr<im him), and intendc'd ojily to re- 
in hjrce oi/r garrisons. Pcrliaps there 
may he more in it, wdiicli lie does 
in)t think lit to Ini.st me with, though 
1 iiardly imagine so ; because t liave 
such marks of his confidence as con- 
V iiico me lie docs not doubt of my 
discrcition. 

l^ovc to my brother — ; T 

dare say he will be a gainer in the 
end by this warm action, though it 
happened to be ill-timed. I am glad 
tin? young fidlow has so much of the 
martial sjhrit in him. What you 

tell me of amazes me. I 

shall obey your advice, in being cau- 
tious how I think any man my friend 
too soon ; since he, whose affection 
1 was so sure of, has so injuriously 
couvirced me of my mistake, 1 
confess, 1 thonglit malice or ill-nature 
as great strangers to him as to poor 

; hut what are the judgments 

ojf young men '? Indeed, my dear sir, 
vve are very silly felloivs. 

I cannot lielp transcribing a few 
lines of my sister^s letter of flic 10th, 
to sliow you that your gcxidiiess to 
your children meets at least wdth a 
grateful return : — ; 

“ We should [lass our lime but ill, 
if the good-humour of my mother 


did not make iis all clieorful, and 
make amends for the lo.ss of tlio.so 
diversions, which London would af- 
ford us. I'lie ofteiier T converse 
with her, the more F love her ; and 
every one of her acUous shows me 
'?r^inue 1 wish to imitate. This j^ou 
must be sensible of as well as 1 ; but 
there is such a ph;asnre in [iraising 
those wc love, that I must dwell a 
little ujion the subject, wlncii, 1 dare 
say, will bo a.s grateful to you as it is 
to me. How happy arc wo with 
such parents! When I see my fatlier 
almost spent with the can*s of liis 
family ; my dear inoUier confined 
here, for the good of her children ; 
1 am overpowered with gratilinle and 
love ! May yon and ilu^y continue 
well ! and J want nothing else to 
complete? my liapjunos'".'’ 

This, sir, is a laithful extract, and 
speaks the language of all our heaits. 
Adieu, dear sir. I remain your du- 
tiful son, 


LETTER XXXIL 

Lord Lyttltton to Sir T'homas Lyt- 
tic ton, 

ITaute lM>nl!iiiu*, near S(iis<»ons, ]\Jay 27, 

Dear sir, 

T have letters from my lord 

and his governor, in which they i:;<»th 
express the highest sense of the 
friendshi]) you have shown them, and 
acknowledge the advantages they 
owe to it; my lord, particularly, is 
charmed Avitli the good-naturod ser- 
vice you did his relation, and speaks 
of it as the greatest obligation. My 
friend Ascough too boasts of your 
protection, and professes that vene- 
ration for your character, that it 
makes me [iroud of being your son. 
It is now my duty to return you 
thanks for all these iavours bestowed 
on others, and meant to me ; and I 
do it with all the pleasure of a grate- 
ful mind, which finds itself honoured 
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in the oblii^ation. 1 believe, there is 
no young man alive, who has more 
hap])iiK*ss to boast of than myself; 
being blcssetl with a sound constitu- 
tion, aflcctionate Irioiids, «‘nid an easy 
fortune ; but of all my advantages, 
there is none of which I have % 
deep a sense as the trust and anuJible 
harmony between the best of fathers 
and myself. 

This is so much the dearer to me, 
as indecul it is the source of all the 
rest ; and as it is not to be lost by 
misfortune, but dejicndent upon my 
own b(jliavif>ur, and annexed to vir- 
tue, honour, and reputation, I am 
persuaded, that no weakncs.se.s or 
failings, whicli do not injure them, 
will occasion the withdrawing it from 
me; and thoiefore T consider it as 
secure, because I have used my mind 
to look upon dishonesty and shame 
as strangers it can never be acquaint- 
ed with : such an opinion is not 
vanity, but it is setting those two 
things ’at a necessary distance from 
us ; for it is certain, that the allow- 
ing a possibility of our acting wick- 
edly, or meanly, is really making the 
first step towards it. I have received 
^"Tfiany civilities from Mr. Stanhope, 
wiio is Jiere with Mr. Poyiitz. , Mr. 
Walpole has invited me to Com- 
peigiie, where 1 am going for two 
or three days. Affairs are now al- 
most a crisis, and there is great 
reason to expect they will take a ha|»- 
py turn. Mr. Walpole has a surpris- 
ing inlluence over the cardinal; so 
that w hether peace or war ensue, we 
may depend upon our ally. In truth, 
it is the interest of the French court 
to be faithful to their engagements, 
though it may not entirely bo the 
nation's. Emulation of trade might 
incline the jieople to wish the bond 
that ties them to us were broke ; but 
the mercantile interest has at no 
time been much considert^d by this 
court. you reflect upon the ap- 
preh^ll^s of the government from 
Spain, and thek'vcry rea- 


(JIPISTLES. [book IV 

simahle jealousy of the emperor, you 
wV.l not wonder at their managing 
tlieVriendsliip, and adliering to tlio 
allian^j of Great Britain. The siip- 
posit^i, tiiat present advantage 
tluc^TOsis and end of stale engage- 
ments, and that they are only to be 
measured by that rule, is tlie founda- 
tion of all our suspicions against the 
firmness of our French ally. But 
the maxim is not just. Mucli is 
given to future hopes ; much obtain- 
ed by future fears ; and s(*curity is. 
ujjon many occasions, sought pre- 
ferably to gain. I remain, dear sir, 
your dutiful son, &/C. 

LETTER XXXlll. 

Lord Lyiihton to Sir Thomas Ijyt- 
lltton. 

Pans, o. 

Dear sir, 

Sunday, by four o’clock, we had 
the good news of a dauj)hjn, and 
since that time 1 have thought my- 
self in Bedlam. The natural gaieiy 
of the nation is so improved on tliis 
occasion, that they are all stark mad 
with joy, and do nothing but dance 
and sing about the streets by hun- 
dreds and by thousands. The ex- 
pressions of their joy are admirable : 
one fellow’ gives notice to the public. 
<hat he designs to draw teeth for a 
week together upon the Pont Neuf, 
gratis. The king is as proud of what 
he has done, as if he had gained a 
kingdom ; and tells every body that 
he sees, qu^il sraura hicn fairr dvs 
fifs tarrf qv^if Wii arc lo 

have a line fire-work to morrow, bis 
majesty being to suj) in town. 

The duke of Orleans was sincere- 
ly, Jiiid without any afrectation, trans- 
ported at the birtJi of the daiq)hin. 

The succession was a burthen too 
heavy for his indolence to sujiport. 

* That he run tis nmnv rhiUlren as he 

pleases. 
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find he piously sings liallcliijali Jbr 
his happy delivery from it. j(Fiie 
good old cardinal cried for 

It is very late, and 1 h4^ not 
tliose three nights for lh^f|uil)H 
and crackers, and other iiois(!lFli|jit 
tlie people make in the streets, so 
must heg leave to conclude, witii 
assuring that I am, dear sir, your' 
atfectionate and dutifid son. 


LETTER XXXIV. 

fjotv/ .Lyttlctim to Sir Thomas Lyt- 
tlfton. 

Paris, Oct. 6, 

Dear sir, 

J have the greatest thank.s to re- 
turn you for the many proofs of coii- 
tidence and affect ion you gave me 
in your last, and shall la.bonr to de- 
serve that goodness, which is so kind 
and complaisant to my desires. I 
shall, ill obedience to your orders, set 
out for Italy to-morrow, where J 
hfijic to make such improvements as 
will answer the expense of the jour- 
ney ; but, whatever advantage or 
]»Ieasure I may propose, 1 cannot, 
without a sensible affliction, take 
leave of my dear friend, Mr. Poyntz, 
of whose favours to me I have so 
deep a sense, that I cannot too often 
express my acknowledgments. The 
lime 1 have enjoyed his company ha» 
been spent so happily, and so much 
to niy honour and advantage, that I 
<lo not know how to reconcile ray 
thoughts to a period of it. It is not 
so much the liveliness of his wit, and 
uncommon strength of his judgment, 
that charm me in his convcrsalioii, 
as those great and noble sentiments, 
which would have been admired by 
ancient Rome, and have done ho- 
nour to the most virtuous ages. 

lie is going to his coun!ry-seat ; 
where J hoiie the air, and a little re- 
pose from the fatigue of business, 
will entirely restore lus health* I 


ENT. 

shall observe your caution against 
griijies, new wine, and pretty women, 
though they are all very tempting 
hut dangerous things. 

I liave time for no more now, but 
to aiisure you of my duty and alFec- 
Tion. I liave written to my lord Cob- 
ham upon my going to Italy. II is 
excellency thanks you for yonr let- 
ter, and will write to you as soon as 
he gets to Haute Eontaine. ! have 
the ple.asuro of being able to assure 
you. that tlic final [iroject of a treaty 
sent to Spain is entirt ly satjstactory 
and honourable, and that it contains 
a full redress and rcjiaration for all 
abuses, grievances, and wrongs, • I 
am, dear sir, with due respect, your 
most dutiful son. 

LETTER XXXV. 

8. Poyntz^ Thomas TyU 

tlcion. 

Haute Fontaine, Oct. lit. 

Sir, 

Mr. Lyttlcloii will have actpiaint- 
ed you with my removing to this 
place, the day before he left Paris/ 
for Uk* benefit of the air, and exer- 
cise of the country, which has al- 
most restored me to health. I’ho 
first use I make of it, sir, is to return 
you my sincere thanks, for nlaking 
me so long happy in his good com- 
pany ; which I may with great truth 
say, has contributed more than 
thing else to make the ledioiisness 
of liiis splendid banishment support- 
able to me, and to soften the im- 
pressions which the many perverse 
turns of the negotiations must liave 
made upon my mind. I wi.sh it had 
been in rny power to make equal re- 
turns ; his good-nature disposes him 
to over-value them, such as they 
were ; but T can only hope that our 
future acquaintance may afford me 
an opportunity of discharging some 
part of the debt. 
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Ills heliaviour lias continued the F^jigland, as well as such zeal Tor the 
same as T described it last winter; ha-|W and interests of liis country, 
and I am morally sure will never al- as, Vtc^yerily believe, will never let 
ter, in any country, or any part of him s^ik down into indolence and 
life, for the worse. His health is lia- inactijjiii. However, this sickness 
ble to frequent interruptions, though tJ|*^iiiriJ, and an ill slate of bodily 
not dangerous ones, nor of any loiT^icalth, which naturally influence 
continuance. They seem to proceed and promote one the other, are the 
chiefly from an ill digestion, which, two points niost necessary to guard 
I believe, may sometimes be occa- against, in a nature \he most exempt 
sioned by the vivacity of his imagi- from faults I ever met witli. 
nation’s pursuing some agreeable I ought to ask pardon for indulg- 
thought too intensely, and diverting ing this liberty, if I were not tvrit- 
tbe spirits from their proper fuiic- ing to the best of fathers ; though 
tion, even at meals : lor we have this very circumstance makes all my 
often been obliged at that time to re- care superfluous. But the frieiidshi]> 
cdi iiim from rrrcr/cs, that made him your son has expressed for me evi r 
almost absent to his company, though ! since his being liero, and more })ar- 
witliout the Jeast tincture of melan- ticularly in jny late illness, and at 
choly. ^ parting, is too strong upon my mind, 

1 mentie® this last circumstance to suftbr me to suppress any hint 
as a peculiw felicity of his temper ; that may he of the most distant us(j 
melancholyl and spleen being tlie to him, or may convince you of the 
rock on which minds of so delicate sincerity of that respect with whicli 
a texture as his are most in clanger J am, sir, your most huinbie and 
of splitting. I have seen two or obedient servant, 
three instances of it myself in young 
gentlemen of the greatest hojxjs ; 

hnd the epistles written by Laiiguott LETTER- XXXVI. 

to sir Philip Sidney, upon an ac- 

^luaintance, contracted, like ours, Lord Lyttleton to Sir Thomas Lyi- 
abroad, bring his particular ca«se to tleton, 

my mind. 

No young gentleman ever pro- Jan 17, nil. 

mised more ; but, returning to Eng- Dear sir, 

land, '’conscious of his own AVortJi, It is a most sensible and painful 
ana full of more refined notions of addition to my concern and affliction 
honour, virtue, and friendship, than for my dear w'ife, 1o hear of your 


to be met with in courts and 
parliaments, and in that mixed herd 
of men with whom business must be 
transacted, he conceived a total dis- 


gust for the W'orld ; and retiring into 
the country, sat dow'n with patience 
to consume the vigour of his imagi- 
nation and youth in writing a trifling 
romance. J can, wdth pleasure, as- 
sure you, that I see no symptom of 
this kind in Mr. Lyttleton j his 
mind is ever clujerful and active^ 



being so bad with the stone ; and, 
loaded as my heart is w ith my otlior 
grief, I cannot helj) writing this, to 
tell you how much I feel for you, 
and how ardcntl} I pray to God to 
relieve you. 

liUst night all my thoughts were 
employed on you ; fur, whim I went 
to bed, my poor Lucy was so mucli 
better, that we thouglit her in a fair 
way of recovery ; but my uneasiness 
for you kept me awake groat part 
of the night, and, in the morning, I 
fl>und she had been much w^orsc 
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again, so that our alarm was os g^at is still a most bitter cup, how niy 
IIS ever : she has since mended »pin, body will bear it, if it must not pass 
and is now pretty near as yoiupl’ard from me, it is impossible for me to 
last post ; only that such rfrecpicnt forctel ; but 1 liope the best. I once 
give one more caiisdto fear, more pray (ilod to relievo you from 
that the good symptoms, wUighi ^e- that dreadful distemper with which 
limes aj)pear, will not he lasting arc afflicted. 

On the other iiand, by her struggling Gilbert West would be happy in 
so long, and her })ulse recovering it- the reputation bis book has gained 
self so well as it does, after such him, if my poor Lucy was not so 
• violent Hurries and such great sink- ill. However, his mind leans always 
ings, one would hope that nature is to ho[)e ; which is an advantage both 
strong m her, and will be able at to him and rne^ as it makes him a 
last conquer licr illness. bettor comforter. To be sure we 

Sir JCdward llulse seems now in- ought not y(,‘t to despair ; but llierc 
dined to trust to tJiat^ and to trou- is much to fear, and a most iiiclan- 


blo her with no more physic; upon choly interval to be supported, bwfeffr 
which condition alone she has been any certainty comes — God send it 
})ersua(hd to take any food to-day. may come well at last I 1 am, dear 
I poll the wliolo, her ease is full of sir, your most afflicted, but most af- 
unciirtainiy, and the doctors can fuctionatc son. , 
pnmounce nothing positively about 


her ; hut they rather tliink it will be 

a.) affliir of time. For my own LETTER XXXVIL 

hf'allli, it is yet tolerably good, though 

my heart, has gone through as severe The late Bishop Horne to a young 
a trial as it can well sustain ; more Clergyman, 

indeed than 1 thought it could have 
borne: and you may depend upon * " Dear’*' ** * *, 

it, dear sir, that I will make use of I am much pleased to hear you 

all the supports that religion or rca- have been for some time .stationary 
son can give me, to save me from at Oxford ; a place where a man may 
sinking under it. I know the part best jirqiare himself to go forth as a 
you lake in my life and health ; and burning and shining light into a 
J know it my duty to try not to add -world where charity is waxed cold, 
to your other pains that of my loss, and where truth is well-nigh fli^^ur- 
w hich thought has as great an ede^t ed. Whenever it pleases Gcl ^to 
upon me a.s any thing can ; and I appoint you to the government of aj 

believe God Almighty supports me parish, you will find work enouglijgr 

al>ove my own^ strength, for the sake employ yon; and therefore, beforel 
of my friends Wlio are concerned that time comes, you should be caie- 
for me, ami in return for the resigna- ful to provide yourself with all no- 
tion with which 1 endeavour to sul> cc.ssary knowledge, le.sl, by and by, 
mit to bis will. If it please him, in when you should be building, you 
ids infinite mercy, to re.storo my dear should have your materials to look 
wife to me, I shall most thankfully for, and bring together ; besides, 
acknowledge his good.ncss ; if not, that the habit of studying aird think- 
I shall most Immbly (‘inlurc his chas- irig, if it be not got in the first pari 
tisement which 1 have too much of life, rarely comes afterwards. A 
deserved’. miserably drawn into the 

These arc the sentiments with eddy of worldly dissipation, and 
which my mind is replete : but, as it knows xxot how to get out of it again. 
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till, in the end, for want of spiritual 
exercises, the faculties of the soul 
arc benumbed, and he sinks into in- 
dolence, till the, night rom?th wlutn 
no man can work. Ifappy, tljorefore, 
is the man, who betimes ac-juires a 
relish for holy solitude, and acciiS-i 
toms himself to bear the yoke of 
Christ’s discipline in his youth ; who 
can sit alone, and keep silence, and 
seek wisdom diligently ' where she 
may be found, in the Scriptures of 
faith, and in the « writings of the 
saints. From these flowers of Para- 
dise he extracts the honey of know- 
ledge and divine love, and therewith j 
^Miy^iivery cell of his understanding! 
and affections. The winter of afilic- 
tion, disease, and old age, will not 
surprise such an one in an unpre- 
pared state. Me ivUl not be con- 
founded in the perilous time ; and 
in the days of dearth he will have 
enough to strengthen, comfort, and 
support him and his brethen. Pre- 
cious beyond rubies are the hours of 
youth and healtli ! Let none of them 
pass unprofitably away ; for 
■they make to themselves wdngs, 
are as a bird cutting swiftly the air, 
and the trace of her can no more be 
found. If well spent, they to 
heaven with news that rejoice angels, 
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meet us again as witnesses fo. 
usV. the tribunal of our li )rd. When 
the^jaces of time run into the glo- 
ries oPMeriiity, how trifling will the 
labour Ji^lien Sf'em ttiat hie 
us/‘-! — grace) everlasliiig rest, 
luf 1 -vhicli the aposthvs toled night 
and day, and the martyrs oved not 
their lives unto death ! 

These, my dear , are rny 

sentiments ; wouki to God my prac- 
tice were more conformable to liiern 
than it is, that I might bf^ loss un- 
worthy to advise and exhort others; ’ 
hut I trust the persuasion J have of 
tlie truth of what is said above 
(which every day’s experiencr" more 
and more confirms) will infinence 
rny conduct in this particuIaTj and 
makl^ me inon‘ watchful in tune <o 
come. In the mean season, 1 c? n~ 
not forbear pressing the same tipoii 
you, as I should do with my dying 
breath ; since, upon the tiue pro- 
portioning and employing our time, 
all our progress in grace and know- 
ledge depends. 

If there be any thing with regard 
to the choice or matter of yonr stu- 
dies, in wdiich 1 can assist you, let 
me know, as you can have no doubt 
of my being, in all things, most aflec- 
tionatcly yours. 


END OF VpL HI. 








